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Dear Church Family, 
     Another year gone, another year beginning! In reflect-
ing on the turning of the years, I tend to become a bit dra-
matic and overly ambitious: behold, the birth place of 
grand pronouncements and unreasonable resolutions. At 
the risk of proclaiming a resolution I will not be able to 
keep, I’m going to tell you part of my newly resolved plan 
this year: to take time to be contemplative, to breathe, to 
be mindful, to pray. In the spirit of this resolution, I want 
to share with you three poems that restore my soul, which 
I hope also will bring refreshing vision and nourishment 
to yours.  
    This first poem, a section from Tennyson’s “In Memo-
rium,” offers a prayerful vision of hope for the coming 
year, which stirs my heart to continue that lifelong course 
of discipleship—putting off the old and putting on the 
new.  
 

“In Memorium, CVI,” Alfred Lord Tennyson 
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
      The flying cloud, the frosty light: 
      The year is dying in the night; 
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 
 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
      Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 
      The year is going, let him go; 
Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind, 
      For those that here we see no more; 
      Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 
Ring in redress to all mankind. 
 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 
      And ancient forms of party strife; 
      Ring in the nobler modes of life, 
With sweeter manners, purer laws. 
 

Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 
      The faithless coldness of the times; 
      Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes, 
But ring the fuller minstrel in. 
 

Ring out false pride in place and blood, 
      The civic slander and the spite; 
      Ring in the love of truth and right, 
Ring in the common love of good. 
 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease; 
      Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
      Ring out the thousand wars of old, 
Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 
      The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
      Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
 

     This second poem, “The Divine Image” by William 
Blake offers a profound way to approach the season of 
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    FPC ANNUAL FAMILY RETREAT — JANUARY 24-26, 2020 
In the cold and dark of winter, step into the light of God's love with your family of faith for our annual congregational 
retreat.  From Friday evening through Sunday morning, we will spend time worshiping the living God, resting in 
God's goodness, and finding time to experience the warm fire, working puzzles, and eating popcorn.   
      
For more information, please call the church office at (865) 475-2761.  
 

Retreat cost includes 2 nights lodging and 4 meals.  (Saturday breakfast, lunch, & dinner and Sunday breakfast) 
    

 If you will need childcare during group times, please check the box below. 
 
    1ST PERSON:___________________________________ $115 
    2ND PERSON: __________________________________ $90 
    3RD PERSON:__________________________________ $60 
    4TH PERSON:__________________________________ $60 
 
           YOUR TOTAL       $_____ 
  

Epiphany, which begins with the journey of the magi from 
the East to worship the newborn Jesus. As you read this po-
em, consider how God’s image has been revealed in all of 
us, no matter where we come from. How might the God, 
who once lit the way by an ancient star, be leading people 
from around the world to discover him in new and surpris-
ing ways today? 
 

“The Divine Image,” William Blake 
To Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love 
All pray in their distress; 
And to these virtues of delight 
Return their thankfulness. 
 

For Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love 
Is God, our father dear, 
And Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love 
Is Man, his child and care. 
 

For Mercy has a human heart, 
Pity a human face, 
And Love, the human form divine, 
And Peace, the human dress. 
 

Then every man, of every clime, 
That prays in his distress, 
Prays to the human form divine, 
Love, Mercy, Pity, Peace. 
 

And all must love the human form, 
In heathen, Turk, or Jew; 
Where Mercy, Love, and Pity dwell 
There God is dwelling too. 
 

    Last, a poem that brings me joy, striking more the register 
of the silly rather than serious. The story is that poet Wil-
liam Carlos Williams actually wrote this “sorry/not sorry” 
apology on a note left for his wife. Recognizing that a new 
year filled with resolution will also include error and short-
coming, let us be reminded that humor, in addition to love, 
covers a multitude of sins. 
 

“This Is Just to Say,” William Carlos Williams 
I have eaten 
the plums 
that were in 
the icebox 
 

and which 
you were probably 
saving 
for breakfast 
 

Forgive me 
they were delicious 
so sweet 
and so cold 
 

In Christ,  
Dave 
 



WOMEN’S PRAYER 
BREAKFAST 

The Women's Prayer Break-
fast will meet on Saturday, 
January 11th, from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the church.  We 
ask that everyone bring an item to share.   

MEN’S PRAYER  
BREAKFAST 

The next breakfast for the men in 
our church family is scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 14th, at 8:00 
a.m., at Owens Restaurant.   

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
Lynn and Judy Watkins  Judy Finley              
Sara Piper                                           John Rinehart  
Kenneth Winslow              Arlene Peck 
The Washam Family                  
All members of the military and their families,  
     especially those stationed overseas. 
 
ILL AND RECOVERING:  
Karen Matijevich, friend of John Zirkle, who has  
    been diagnosed with cancer 
Scott Kammann, Lynn Watkins' son-in-law, who is  
    receiving treatment at Vanderbilt for a recurring  
    abdominal infection  
Emma Daniels, student at Joppa Elementary School,  
    who was diagnosed with leukemia 
Frank Rogers, father of Roxanne Moser 
Elaine G., friend of Martha Sanders, who is undergo- 
     ing chemo and radiation treatments for breast  
    cancer 
Cindy B., friend of Martha Sanders, who has been  
     diagnosed with Stage 4 B-Cell Lymphoma  
Juanita Dykstra, who is undergoing cancer treatments 
 
IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES:   

CHANDLER HOUSE:  
C.R. Vest, Frank Woodard 

SIGNATURE HEALTHCARE of JEFF CITY:  
          Paulette Bozeman, Pat Patton (Rm 117) 

LIFECARE MORRISTOWN:  
Elsie Sorey (Rm 209)  

JEFFERSON PARK DANDRIDGE:  
     Ruth Morgan (Rm 404) 

SIT ‘N KNIT  
Sit ‘n Knit will meet on Friday, 
January 17th, at 7:00 p.m., at the 
home of Peggy Hypes (1231 

McGuire Rd., New Market).   

FAMILY NIGHT SUPPER   
Our January Family Night Supper is 
scheduled for Wednesday, January 
15th, beginning at 6:30 p.m., in the 
Fellowship Hall. This month’s pro-
gram will feature the Annual Meeting of the Congre-
gation.  We will hear reports on church programs and 
activities for the year just past, as well as plans for the 
new year.  Bring a dish and join us! 

Session Highlights  
(December 18, 2019) 

 Session gathered in fellowship for its December 
meeting at Puleo’s Grille in Strawberry Plains to 
mark the end of the year, to bid farewell to the 
2019 class of elders, and to welcome our newly 
elected elders. 

 Session approved that our annual meetings of the 
Congregation and Corporation be held on 
Wednesday, January 15 at Family Night Supper. 

 Session approved the 2020 budget recommended 
by the Stewardship and Finance Committee, which 
will be presented to the congregation at our annual 
meeting in January.  

FINANCE REPORT — DECEMBER 
 

  DECEMBER 1   $3,209.50 
  DECEMBER 8  $4,743.00 
  DECEMBER 15  $1,749.00 
  DECEMBER 22  $2,806.00 
  DECEMBER 29  $860.00 
   
  TOTAL   $13,367.50 
 

($17,969.34 is needed monthly to meet budget) 

YEAR-TO-DATE (YTD) INCOME/EXPENSES 
 
                       YTD ACTUAL           YTD BUDGET 
INCOME       $196,062.10              $201,353.00 
EXPENSES   $197,995.73**   $215,632.00 
 

YTD ACTUAL INCOME OVER EXPENSES: -$1,933.63 
 

** This is not a final number.  Once all December expenses have 
 been paid, a final income/expenses will be printed. 

GOING-ON GROUP 
The Going On Group will be meeting at 
11:30 a.m., Tuesday, January 14th.  We 
will be watching the wonderful Bing 
Crosby/Barry Fitzgerald movie GOING 
MY WAY.  Bring a sandwich and join 

us.  Dessert, chips and drinks will be provided by Hel-
en Jolley and Alice Pryor.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Helen Jolley or Alice Pryor.  

 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW?? 
 

 You can give directly to the Church 
Street Café and Emergency Com-
munity Support funds.  You are may 
also give directly to any of the 
church endowment funds including, 
Manse Missions, Patrick Evans 
Building Fund, Betsy Forney Build-
ing Fund, Judy Sites Scholarship, 
Youth and Education Endowment 
and the Music Endowment.  

 Our congregation’s Annual Meeting 
is on January 15 as part of our first 
Family Night Supper of the New 
Year. During this special meeting, 
we take time to hear reports from 
each committee about their year in 
review, enabling us to reflect togeth-
er as a church family about where 
we’ve been and continue the process 
of discerning together where and 
how we will move forward into the 
future God has for us. Please plan to 
join us for this important conversa-
tion in the life of our community of 
faith! 

 There is still time to sign up for the 
Family Retreat! Holston Presbytery 
Camp has graciously granted us an 
extension for registration, so please 
consider signing up if you have not 
already done so! 

2019 SPECIAL OFFERINGS RECEIVED: 
Five Cents a Meal — $3,686.88 

One Great Hour of Sharing — $1,115.00 
Pentecost —$620 

Peace and Global Witness — $668 
Christmas Joy —$655 

 
IN 2019 WE HAVE RECEIVED $13,520 IN  

MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF: 
Catherine Bard’s Brother, Vickey Coffey, Juanita Dykstra’s  

brother, Rob Musick, Mary Ellen Patton, Sara Piper, Flonze Sorey,  
Ava Swilley, and Morgan Weekley.  

HANDBELLS/MUSIC EDUCATION/ 
SUNDAY SCHOOL for the youth will 
all be on break until Sunday, January 
12th.   
 

 
ORDINATION AND IN-
STALLATION of New El-
ders will be on Sunday, Jan-
uary 12th.  
 

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

Have you been wondering what happened to our donate to Knoxville Area Rescue Ministries (KARM) program? Qui-
etly, behind the scenes, our KARM program has been busy.  As a result of your donations over the last several 
months, we received ten $10 gift cards, nine $20 gift cards and (hold onto your hats) two bicycle vouchers.  After lots 
of discussion on how best to distribute these cards, your mission committee decided to collect the names of folks who 

frequently attend Church Street Café and distribute the cards to them on a rotating basis as we receive them.  As of 
December 9th, all of the gift cards were distributed to very appreciative people just in time for Christmas. One card 
went to a grandmother who is raising her grandchildren alone.  Another card went to a family whose father lost his 

job just before Christmas. We are not only supporting the Rescue Ministry in Knoxville to help shelter and rescue 
homeless people, but are also helping those in need right here in our own small community. So, what’s next?  I know 
it is January and there will be a bit of cold and snow between now and Spring, but if you are starting to think about 

Spring cleaning, please remember to donate those gently used clothes and household items to KARM.  When you do, 
don’t forget to tell them you are donating on behalf of First Presbyterian Church in Jefferson City so we can get credit 
for your donation and continue to receive those gift cards.  Do you have a rather large item that you want to donate 

but don’t have a way to get it to the KARM store?  Call Catherine Bard (910-635-5734), Dail Meadows (865-660-
0757), or Eva/John Zirkle (865-475-4329 or 865-640-8745) and one of us will help you out.  Thank you all for sup-
porting this mission.  It really is making a difference.    



 
 
 
 
 
 
Arlene Peck, 906 Loggers Run, Franklin, TN 37069.   
 
Anne Woodruff, 360 Bradford Square Dr., Apt. 37, 
Jefferson City, TN 37760. 
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