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Important Dates 

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 

3 - Karaoke Night            
6 - “Circles” Part 1 (5th-6th) and “Real 
Friends” (7th-12th)            
8-9 Youth Overnighter in the Field    
10 - Rent-A-Youth: Dish Washing            
13 - “Circles” Part 2 (5th-6th) and 
“Real Friends” (7th-12th)                           
17 - Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser / No 
Sunday Night Activity                                             
20 - “Circles” Part 3 (5th-6th) and 
“Real Friends” (7th-12th)                        
24 - HSBC Family Thanksgiving 
Lunch / No Sunday Night (T-giving 
Break)                                                     
26 - Ignite Youth to Dollywood                                            
27 - No WED. Night (T-giving Break)   

1 - No Sunday Night Activity 
(Franklin Christmas Parade)                         
4 - “This Christmas” Part 1 (5th-6th) 
and “All I Want for Christmas” Part 1
(7th-12th)                                                                 
7 - OCC Atlanta Processing Center     
8 - Soup, Salad, Potato Lunch               
Fundraiser / No Sunday Night Activity               
11 - “This Christmas” Part 2 (5th-6th) 
and “All I Want for Christmas” Part 2 
(7th-12th)                                                      
14 - Six Flags over GA                                             
15 - No Sunday Night Activity            
18 - “This Christmas” Part 3 (5th-6th) 
and “All I Want for Christmas” Part 3
(7th-12th)  / Winter Jam Deposit Due                                                      
22 to 1 - No WED/SUN Night Youth      
Activities (Christmas Break) 

5 - Let’s Hang Out                                                              
8 - “The Good Life” Part 1 (5th-6th) 
and “Now & Later” Part 1 (7th-12th)    
12 - Carpetball Tournament                                                              
15 - “The Good Life” Part 2 (5th-6th) 
and “Now & Later” Part 2 (7th-12th)                                                                                                               
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Ignite Students and Families, 

November 6th - 20th, our 5th - 6th graders will do a series 
called “Circles”  and our 7th - 12th graders will dive into 
“Real Friends,” both series about dealing with                
friendships.    

5
th 

- 6
th
 Graders: A three-week series about friendship.            

WEEK 1: Be the kind of friend you want in your circle.                     
WEEK 2: Be wise about the friends you allow in your circle.   
WEEK 3: Be friendly when your circle changes. 

  

7
th 

- 12
th
 Graders: Friends - we’ve all got them. But are your    

friends influencing your life for better or for worse? In this series, 
we’ll look not only at the qualities we all want in good friends, but 
also the qualities that can help us be good friends. Because the 
right kind of friends - the real kind - are the best kind.                                       
WEEK 1: Be the friend you want to have.                                           
WEEK 2: Guard your inner circle.                                                          
WEEK 3: You can be friendly without being friends. 

See you at 6:00 PM on Wednesday Nights! 
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• Parent Cue Article: “How to Teach Kids the Art of Writing Thank 

You Notes” 

• November Sunday Nights and Announcement Slides 



We are headed into that sweet spot between Thanksgiving and Christmas, where it seems that everything around us takes a 

soft curve - or a sharp right turn - from a spirit of gratitude to over-consumption. I don’t know about your family, but at my 

house, there are only a few hours between being thankful for what we have on Thursday and shopping the best deals on     

Friday. It’s hard to know how to navigate these waters, but the best way to claim the joy of the entire season is to keep the  

giving of thanks alive. 

During this season especially, your kids will probably receive loads of gifts (and acts of service) from grandparents, relatives 

and friends. But the dangerous side effects of receiving such generosity are the pesky symptoms of expectation. You might 

even hear your children grumble and complain about how they didn’t get exactly what they wanted, and you’ll wonder who are 

these entitled little monsters you’ve created. But even if they are so overcome with elation that they leap to hug Grandma of 

their own free will, there’s an even more meaningful - but often neglected - way to express gratitude: the Thank-you note. 

Thank-you notes are a lost art. We live in the days of oversimplified communication, acronyms and abbreviations for            

everything, and emojis for everything else. A handwritten letter is a novelty equal to a hand-painted carousel horse: so very 

nostalgic and hard to come by. But that’s what makes them even more meaningful. 

A written note is proof on the page. The root of happiness is gratitude, but the tricky thing about thankfulness is that it only 

exists in the act; nobody knows you’re thankful unless you say so. When you write it down, everybody knows how you feel. 

They show intent. A handwritten note says you unplugged from technology, set aside time, and returned to the most basic 

tools of  written communication: pen and paper. There’s something beautifully intentional in a written note. 

They’re fun to receive. Think about it: in a giant pile of window envelopes with bills and junk, your name on a colorful          

envelope catches your eye. How fun it is to receive a pocketful of sunshine in your very own mailbox. It’s so easy to give that 

gift to someone else. 

Handwriting is an extension of a person. Have you ever happened onto a letter written long ago? The handwriting nearly 

breathes on the page. It’s a time capsule of the writer’s handwriting, message, voice, and even a good measure of their spirit. 

Even if it’s scrawled and messy, your handwriting is part of who you are. You can use it to carry your voice into the world. 

And so I’m on a mission to revive the art of the thank-you note, in my own home, starting at my dining room table. Here are the 

tips and tricks I’ve found for making thank-you notes more than an ethereal relic of days gone by. 

1.Keep a list. Keep a running list of people to thank: teachers, hosts of playdates, cafeteria ladies, grandparents, even        

authors whose books you’ve enjoyed. Start the habit of keeping the list, and watch how aware you become of whose name 

you can add. 

2.Schedule time. Decide on a sit-down session for writing thank-you notes. Put it on the calendar, put a post-it note on the 

fridge, and remind your family about this appointment to keep together. 

3.Have a box of supplies. A nice stack of office supplies goes a long way around here. Gather your notecards, markers, 

stickers, and pens, and we make our way down the list. 

4.Write thank-you notes together. At our house, I’ve discovered that everything - everything - goes better when I join them in 

the task. (Everything is also better with a good playlist on a repeating loop, by the way.) And the truth is, I too have my share of 

thanks to write, and there’s no better teacher than a parent who is willing to model the skill. 

HOW TO TEACH KIDS THE ART OF WRITING  

THANK YOU NOTES By Tricia Lott Williford 



Sunday Nights in November *All activities 5:30-7:30, unless otherwise noted! 

11.3    Karaoke Night 

11.10   Rent-A-Youth: Dish Washing 

11.17   Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser / No SUN. Night Activity  

11.24   No Sunday Night Activity (Thanksgiving Break) 

5.Offer to be the writer. When my children were small, I let them dictate their thank-you notes, and I wrote down exactly what 

they had to say. There’s a lot of charm in getting a thank-you note in kid-speak. For example, one of my favorites: “Grandma, 

thanks for  making your pumpkin pie at Thanksgiving. It’s especially delicious with whoop cream.’” 

6.Use prompts. I’m the biggest fan of 3×5 cards, and I offer my kids some sentence-starters to help the process along. “I am 

thankful for…Your gift is so important to me because… I will always remember when we…” These prompts get their ideas   

going, and they’re able to write with a true sincerity. 

7.Think outside the box. I’m sure the purists of the thank-you note world would say that texts don’t count, and I certainly    

prefer the pen to the paper. Still, I will always believe done is better than perfect, and there’s a lot to be said for the ease and 

availability of a   thank-you text, photo, or video via smartphone. 

8.Make it your own. Let the thank-you note tell a story about something you want to remember. Be genuine and real, not 

stuffy and formal. 

9.Send it. Just like thankfulness lives in the act of gratitude, thank-you notes only matter when you send them. So stick some 

stamps on your works of art, make the trip to the mailbox, and send them out into the world. Let’s bring back the art of the 

thank-you note. 

When we teach our kids to embrace the lost art of the thank-you note, we model for them a   practical way to show                      
thoughtfulness for the feelings of others and to appreciate someone’s   sacrifice of time and effort. We help them begin to   
practice and show their gratitude, which is the recipe for a joyful life. And maybe, just maybe with enough seeds planted, your 
child will someday write a thank-you note to you. (Here’s hoping.) 

Winter Jam 2020  Deposit  

Due 12/18/19 

$25.00 




