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COVID-19 AND THE FCHD 

 

As we reflect on almost a year of COVID-19 response in 2020, I feel great gratitude and appreciation for 

our community members and community partners for the collaborative work which has allowed us to 

develop and implement strategies to address the pandemic.  These efforts include communication with 

our partners and community members, contact tracing to decrease the spread of disease, public health 

violation investigation to ensure compliance, and vaccine distribution to best serve and protect our 

Fulton County residents. 

 

Despite a large amount of personnel time and expertise being directed towards COVID-19 response, we 

continue to serve our community through a wide variety of services and programs designed and 

implemented to ensure healthy residents, a safe environment, and a better quality of life.  
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 FULTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
HEALTHY RESIDENTS … SAFE ENVIRONMENT … BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 



EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANNING 

 Our Emergency Response Planner, Scott F. Strahl, plans for different stages  

of emergency response  to ensure any public health emergency in the Fulton 

County community operates efficiently and effectively. Our pre-pandemic 

planning, current planning, and COVID-19 response, have all contributed to the 

development of the best strategies to protect the welfare of our residents. Yearly 

emergency response exercises have helped to prepare health department staff 

to better respond to this real-world incident. 
 

The Planner prepares an Incident Action Plan from internal health department 

meetings allowing staff and community partners to establish objectives to direct 

the health department’s weekly actions for maximum benefit to the community during the COVID-19 response. 
    

The Planner is  also responsible for creating an After Action Report and Improvement Plan (AAR/IP) which is a 

formal write up of the response and addresses successes  and challenges during a response.  This document 

becomes the foundation for making improvements to health department plans, equipment, policies, training, 

and any other items which would better prepare us for any future pandemic responses in the community.  

 

COVID-19 AND YOUR 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Jamie Wyse (shown on the bottom  right), Public Health Nurse, gives oversight to the COVID-19 contact tracing 

team.  The team investigates positive COVID-19 cases and provides education to Fulton County residents who 

test positive or those who may have been exposed to the virus.  When notified of a positive COVID-19 result, a 

member of the contact tracing team reaches out to the individual to 

determine the timeframe when they may have been infectious.  During 

the interview, the contact tracer helps the patient identify any individuals 

with whom they have had close contact.  Close contacts are notified and 

asked to self-quarantine according to the latest CDC and ODH guidelines.  

Both positive cases and close contacts are provided education and support 

to help them understand how to best slow the spread of the virus.   
 

The contact tracing team also provides support and education to Fulton County schools and business as they do 

their part to help slow the spread.  The team works with employers and school administrators to ensure the 

latest guidelines are followed to keep their facilities safe places to learn and work. 

 

 
CONTACT TRACING 



PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 

Maggie Wielinski serves as the 

epidemiologist for seven 

counties in Northwest Ohio, but 

her office is located within the 

F u l t o n  C o u n t y  H e a l t h 

Department. An epidemiologist 

studies diseases of all sorts, 

especially infectious ones, and 

identifies those most at risk and 

how to prevent it spreading to 

others. In the current climate, 

we’re all doing our best to keep 

COVID-19 from spreading through the guidance of medical experts, such as social distancing, universal mask 

wearing, and hand washing. As new information and guidance comes out, Maggie shares this information and 

recommendations to the nursing staff and contact tracers to keep Fulton County residents as healthy as possible. 
 

In 2019, Fulton County investigated 229 infectious disease cases. In 2020, there were 2,994 confirmed or 

probable infectious diseases in Fulton County, with 93% being COVID-19 (see chart above). This was a 1,207% 

increase in infectious disease cases from 2019. As we have learned, COVID-19 affects people of all ages and 

groups. The average age was 45 years old. Fifty-four of the 505 Fulton County resident deaths in 2020 were 

attributed to COVID-19. 

 

 

COVID-19 AND YOUR 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

   Rachel Kinsman (shown to the right), a member of our Community Education and 

 Engagement Division, serves as our Public Information Officer (PIO).  The PIO works 

to communicate the services of the Fulton County Health Department through a 

variety of channels including social media, website, press releases, and radio spots.  

During a public health crisis, the PIO monitors social media and public conversations 

to determine needed messaging to respond to questions and concerns of the 

general public.  She communicates with other PIOs in the county as well as in our 6- 

 Pact+ Region (Defiance, Henry, Williams, Putnam, Hancock and  

   Wood) to create unified messaging for our communities.  

EPIDEMIOLOGY 



 

COVID-19 MOVING FORWARD 
May 2021 Update 

Over 39% of all Fulton County residents and  

over 76% of residents 65 years and older are vaccinated for COVID-19! 

The virus and its variants are still capable of causing illness in vulnerable 
individuals.  Vaccination has reduced the severity of disease and decreased the 

number of individuals hospitalized and number of deaths from COVID-19. 

Caution is still warranted as the incident rate (number of new cases over past 
2 weeks per 100,000 population) of COVID-19 in Fulton County is above 50. 

 

 Check Fulton County Health Department Facebook and   
website for locations near you to obtain a vaccination. 

 

 Vaccination providers in addition to the Fulton County       
Health Department include:   

 

Fulton County Health Center Retail Pharmacy 
Kroger - Swanton 
Rite Aid - Archbold, Swanton, and  Wauseon 
Walmart - Wauseon 
 

VACCINATION OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE 
THROUGHOUT FULTON COUNTY: 

 Vaccine is available  
for individuals 12 years and older. 

  
Need help getting to a vaccination site?   

Transportation in Fulton County can be provided by contacting the 
Henry County Transportation Network at 419-592-8726.   

Call at least 48 hours prior to the vaccine appointment day and time. 



NURSING 

     Deb Roth, Nurse Practitioner, typically cares for clients in the Reproductive Health and Wellness and Prenatal    

   Clinics. While the majority of time in 2020 was spent responding to COVID-19, men and women continued to 

receive valuable reproductive health services, even during the pandemic.   

With the onset of social distancing orders, providing direct patient care 

immediately began to look different. Services were provided with minimal 

contact, such as the drive through flu clinic shown on the right. Histories and 

patient interviews were completed over the telephone, and some services 

were provided curbside.   
 

As restrictions began to be lifted, in-person visits increased. Interviews and 

histories continued to be completed over the phone to limit person to person 

contact. Patients were asked to come alone to their appointments and  wear 

a mask, and were scheduled to avoid extended time in the waiting room with  

  other patients. These practices enabled us to continue to serve the residents 

of Fulton County while ensuring both patient and staff safety.   

The Environmental Health Staff continues to maintain our essential programs, 

including food safety, household water and sewage disposal systems, 

swimming pool, tattoo, and nuisance investigations.  Staff continues to conduct 

inspections of our regulated facilities when they can be completed safely.   

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (EH) 

During our COVID-19 response, 

Environmental Health (EH) Staff has the 

responsibility of communicating and enforcing the Ohio Department of 

Health Director’s Public Health Orders.  Staff shared guidance and 

recommendations from ODH and responded to complaints from citizens.  

Our EH staff has also been assisting our nursing staff with contact tracing. 
 

Additional responsibilities for this division include managing the Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) for the health department.  Staff receives the 

deliveries (such as the one shown on the left), maintains the inventory, 

and delivers the PPE to the facilities that need it.  Staff is also active in the vaccination clinics, by helping with 

facility set-up, traffic control and client registration. 

 
 

SHIFTING ROLES AND  
STILL HERE TO SERVE 

 

EH STAFF WORKING ON 
THE SMOKE FREE 

WORKPLACE PROGRAM.  



Family and Children First Council (FCFC) is a partnership of 

state and local government, communities and families that 

enhances the well-being of children and families by building 

community capacity, coordinating systems and services, and 

engaging families. Its purpose is to streamline and 

coordinate existing government services for families seeking 

services for their children. During COVID, our family 

coordination team saw an increase in families accessing our 

coordination services. Families were able to be connected with needed services within our community to 

maintain their child’s care in their home.    

FAMILY AND CHILDREN FIRST COUNCIL (FCFC) 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT (CEE) 

The Community Education and Engagement (CEE) 

division continues to offer valuable education services 

to Fulton County Schools and the community, including 

Baby Think It Over, BOSS, (see image on left) ROX, YAC, 

MyPlate, K-12 Public Health Presentations, Safe 

Communities, HC3, and NWO Network for Adult Allies.  

Follow this link for more information. http://fultoncountyhealthdept.com/community-education-engagement.   

 

 

In order to keep our residents healthy and safe, the CEE Division shifted how and where we provide services 

during the pandemic.  While most of our school-based programs have remained “in person”, we developed 

curriculum to be presented virtually as the need arises.  Our staff has worked hard to strengthen their virtual 

facilitation skills to continue to engage young people, local coalitions, community partners, and Fulton County 

residents.  Activities have included meetings, strategic planning, and community presentations. The Youth 

Advisory Council (YAC) partnered in the development of a 

youth led mental health campaign virtually through Zoom (see 

image on right).   
 

Much of our communication work has pivoted to keep our 

community partners, residents, and staff comprised on the most 

recent coronavirus information through our website, multiple 

social media outlets, press releases and radio spots. 

 

SHIFTING ROLES AND  
STILL HERE TO SERVE 

 

 
FCSS Services  
and Supports  

7-1-2020  to  
12-31-2020 

http://fultoncountyhealthdept.com/community-education-engagement


The Breast and Cervical Cancer Project (BCCP) continues to offer high quality 

breast and cervical cancer screenings at no cost to eligible women in Fulton 

County.   
 

In March of 2020, The Northwest Region BCCP expanded to include 18 

counties of the former Northeast Region, combining to form the new 

Northern Region.  As the Northern Region, we are now responsible for the 

implementation of the program in a total of 39 counties. 
 

For more information on the BCCP program, please call 419-335-3907. 

 

WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN PROGRAM (WIC) 

BREAST AND CERVICAL CANCER PROJECT (BCCP) 

  WIC provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, nutritious  foods, 

and referrals to other agencies for eligible women, infants, and children up 

to the age of 5.  We continue to provide 

“curbside services” (shown on the left) for 

WIC participants during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  Please call 419-337-6979 to see 

if you or your loved ones qualify for WIC. 

The Health Department is the local source to purchase certified birth 

certificates.  Fulton County Health Department can provide a birth 

certificate for anyone born in the State of Ohio. 
 

Certified copies of death certificates are only issued in the county in 

which the person died not in the county where they lived. 
 

We have a State of Ohio Vital Statistics Electronic Index Kiosk for 

customers searching for birth and death records.  You can search birth 

records back to 1908 and death records back to 1964. The information you will need is:  person’s first and last 

name and year of birth, death, or person’ s last name and complete date of birth, death. 

 

STILL HERE TO  
SERVE YOUR NEEDS 

 

  
VITAL STATISTICS 

TOP BOY NAMES: 
MICHAEL AND WILLIAM 

TOP GIRL NAMES: 
ADDISON, CHARLOTTE, AND HADLEY 



2020 Fulton County Birth & Death Statistics** 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT FUNDING COMES 

FROM VARIOUS SOURCES 

Clinic Related Contacts 5,071 

Nursing Hour Coverage 

(individuals served) 
694 

Blood Pressure Clinics (individuals served) 134 

Persons Immunized 

(Childhood and Adult Immunizations) 
1,787 

Persons Immunized Against Influenza 1,343 

Prenatal Clinic Visits 

(22 patients served) 
118 

Reproductive Health Clinic Visits 

(serving women and men of all ages) 
981 

Case Management Contacts & Services 

(Help Me Grow, BCMH, BCCP, Child & Family Health, Communicable 

Diseases, General Public Health, Lead Screening, COVID-19 Tracing) 

9,748 

Individuals Screened by School Nurses 
(Delta, Evergreen, Fayette, Holy Trinity & Pettisville Schools) 

338 children referred for further evaluation; case management 

services provided to 1 child. 

2,380 

Additional School-Related Services 

(all schools in the county—including Baby Think It Over, 

teen pregnancy prevention efforts & tobacco education, BOSS, ROX) 

6,323 

Health Education and Outreach Contacts 
(79 sessions including:  Early Childhood & Preschool Evaluations, 

HMG Community Screenings, car seat  

education & preschool nutrition programs) 

341 

Community Health Education Contacts 
(750 sessions/events conducted) 

3,027 

WIC Clinic Visits (Total for Fulton and Henry County) 4,010 

Causes of Death* 

Heart / CVA 82 

Other Natural 68 

Cancer 67 

Alzheimer’s / Dementia 36 

COVID-19 32 

Pulmonary / Pneumonia 29 

Accident 15 

Suicide 2 

Pending Investigation 1 

*Count only reflects deaths that occurred in Fulton County.   
Not Fulton County residents. 

Certified copies of death certificates are only issued in the county in  
which the person died not necessarily in the county where they lived. 

In County Births** 218 
Total 

103 
Males 

115 
Females 

In County Deaths** 332 
Total 

 167 
Males 

165 
Females 

**These numbers do not reflect the number of births or deaths of  
Fulton County residents occurring in neighboring counties.**  

Actual number for Fulton County residents: Births 446 and Deaths 505. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT US ON THE WEB: 
www.fultoncountyhealthdept.com 

Environmental Health Division Community Health Services 

Animal Bites Reported 94 
Specimens Sent to the Lab 14 
Total Food Licenses Issued 339 
Food Service Operations/Retail Food Establishments 252 
Licensed Mobile Units 14 
Temporary Licenses 52 
Vending Licenses 21 
Food Service Inspections/Consultations 1,434 
Private Water Permits Issued 68 
Total Water Samples Taken 274 
Private Sewage Permits Issued 90 
Home Sale Certifications 11 
Campgrounds Licensed 5 
Nuisance & Housing Complaints Investigated/Consultations 348 
Swimming Pools Licensed 13 
Subdivision/Lot Split Consultations 77 
School Inspections 59 
Solid, Infectious & Composting Waste Inspections/Consultations 60 
Tattoo/Body Piercing Establishments Approved to Operate 5 
Smoking Inspections/Consultations 2 
Manufactured Home Park Inspections 31 


