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“… t h a t  t o g e t h e r  y o u  m a y  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  g l o r i f y  t h e  G o d  
a n d  Fa t h e r  o f  o u r  Lo rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t .” 


R O M A N S  1 5 : 6

GENTLENESS HITS HARD 

In High School I learned about the 
Puritans.  They were characterized as a 
people of rigid disciplines who hated 
pleasure and fun.  We were introduced to 
Amer ican Pur i tan ism by reading 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter 
and Jonathan Edward’s sermon “Sinners 
In the Hands of An Angry God”.  So, this 
is what I thought the Puritans were: 
judgmental killjoys who burned witches, 
wore all black, and kicked puppies.  
(Now, to be honest I wasn’t a great 
student and I went to Botkins High…set 
your expectations accordingly.)


It wasn’t until I was in my mid-twenties 
that someone (a Pentecostal preacher, 
ironically) introduced me to the writings 
of Jonathan Edwards and a wider 
sampling of his preaching.  Edwards 
wrote that “the true and distinguishing 
disposition of a Christian is…a lamblike, 
dovelike spirit and temper…a spirit of 
love, meekness, quietness, forgiveness 
and mercy, as appeared in Christ…
without which none are true Christians.”  
I came to find that Edwards wrote much 

on the subject of gentleness.  It was a 
much needed shock to my system.  


At the time, I was deeply enmeshed in 
the macho-masculinity movement of the 
early 2000’s.  Anyone remember John 
Eldridge’s book Wild At Heart?  It was 
like crack cocaine to my young soul.  I 
was a directionless college drop-out with 
lots of energy, raging convictions, and 
very little sense.  I thought I was the 
Braveheart, William Wallace, personally 
sent by God to rescue His church from 
spineless, limp-wristed preachers in 
pleated khakis.  I got a Bible degree and 
made my plans to plant a gritty, hard-
hitting, world-changing missional church 
in Cleveland.  


With a chest full of hot air and ballooning 
in self-importance, I turned up at my 
friend Harry’s church.  Harry was 12 
years older than me and about 50 years 
wiser.  He took me in and discipled me in 
patience and grace and gentleness.  He 
taught me the importance of steadiness, 
of personal holiness, and of prayer.  He 
showed me how to be a pastor.  


SEPTEMBER 2022

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

PRAYER MEETING  
Tuesday Evenings, 7pm 

All are welcome! 

WOMEN’S FITNESS CLASS  
Thursday Evenings, 7-8pm in the Gymnasium 
Full Body Workout customized to your own 

intensity level 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST  
1st & 3rd Saturday of every month, 8am 

At Rick Hickman’s home 

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY  
Thursday Evenings, 7pm, at the Church 

MCCRAY SPRINKLE 
Saturday, September 10th 3-5pm 

Please join us in blessing the McCrays on the 
arrival of their baby girl! 

T H E  “ O N E  V O I C E ”  P E R I O D I C A L  
Welcome to the ONCE VOICE periodical.  This newsletter is meant to inform you of matters relevant to the uniting of 
CornerstonePiqua and Piqua Baptist into one church. Each periodical will include updates on the process, a Frequently 
Asked Questions section, an article or two on theological matters, biographies of the elders, and more.  These 
newsletters are also available in digital format online at CornerstonePiqua.org and PiquaBaptist.org.  

(continued on next page…)

http://CornerstonePiqua.org


 of 2 4

In 2008 he let me teach a mid-week Bible class in his church.  I’ll 
never forget the feeling of eagerness and excitement, motivated in 
equal parts by my ego and a Starbucks double shot of espresso.  I 
invested hours of prep work.  I was guaranteed to impress with my 
bible knowledge and oratory gifts.  I printed like 30 handouts, 
hoping that was enough.  Four people showed up.  Three retirees, 
one of whom could hardly read, and Pastor Harry’s dear wife (who 
I assumed was there to babysit me).  Few things do greater 
damage to a young man’s ego than spending 15 hours prepping to 
teach the Bible, having two people attend, and watching one of 
them fall asleep during the class.  


I eventually joined the church and taught a 
couple classes a week for many years.  
During those years the Lord crushed my 
ego, spared me—and others—from planting 
a church built on machismo rather than 
Christ.  I sat many years under Harry’s 
verse-by-verse expositional preaching 
(oftentimes delivered in pleated khakis, mind 
you).  Harry and Jonathan Edwards opened 
God’s Word to me and showed me the heart 
of the Savior, who said “learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 
of heart…” (Mt 11:29).  


I’m not a finished product.  There are still strains of ham-fisted 
chest-thumping latent in my spiritual DNA.  The Lord is patient and 
infinitely gracious.  Here are a few things I’ve learned over the 
years.  I hope they are of some help to you.  


First. Meekness is not a weakness.  Calmness, long-suffering, 
forbearance, quietness, patience, kindness, and especially 
gentleness, are evidences of strength, not frailty.  Bitterness, 
exasperation, rashness, roughness, is often the evidence of 
insecurity and impotence.  


Second.  Gentleness is essential to the Christian life.  According to 
Jonathan Edwards it is one of the few indisputable evidences of 
the Holy Spirit’s presence in someone’s life.  It is not a character 
trait, it is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:23).  Gentleness is for all 
Christians.  It is not a “mode” we switch to from time to time.  
Gentleness is what we are.  Dane Ortland called it the “aroma of 
the Christian life”.  


And third.  As your view of God grows, so does your gentleness.  
As with all things in the Christian life, the vertical drives the 
horizontal.  A high view of God’s greatness necessarily produces 
humility in the creature.  The more we sense of the weightiness 
and majesty, beauty, and bigness of our God, the less we are 
impressed by anything in ourselves.  “Nothing,” says Edwards, 
“has a greater tendency to promote those amiable dispositions of 
mercy, forbearance, long-suffering, gentleness and forgiveness, 
than a sense of our own extreme unworthiness and misery, and the 
infinite need we have of the divine pity, forbearance, and 
forgiveness.”  The Uncreated God of infinite glory wrapped Himself 
in frail humanity.  Christ endured infinite condescension to redeem 
sinners from their sin.  He washed the feet of the man who—that 
very night—would betray Him.  He did all of this for people who 
think more about Fantasy Football than Him, who spend more time 
binge watching a sitcom than meditating on the glories of God.  

And He did so willingly, happily, for the joy set before Him.  
Nothing will humble us more than the greatness of God’s grace in 
the gospel.  And nothing will so quickly produce gentleness toward 
others than the knowledge that what Jesus did for rough and 
tumble, self-pitying, self-exalting, Hell-deserving sinners like us.  


What then of zeal?  The Bible says be “zealous for good works” 
(Titus 2:14)  How can one be gentle and still rebuke a fool? Didn’t 
Paul tell Timothy to reprove and rebuke and exhort? Yes,  with 
complete patience and teaching.  See 2Timothy 4:2. Earlier in 
2Timothy, the Apostle wrote, “And the Lord’s servant must not 

be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able 
to teach, patiently enduring evi l , 
c o r r e c t i n g h i s o p p o n e n t s w i t h 
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the 
truth…” (2 :25-26, emphasis mine) .  
Edwards would put it this way,  “The 
strength of the good solider of Jesus Christ 
appears in nothing more than in steadfastly 
maintaining the holy calm, meekness, 

sweetness, and benevolence of his mind, 
amidst all the storms, injuries, strange behavior, and surprising 
acts and events of this evil and unreasonable world.” 


We speak the truth, yes. But, we speak the truth in love. And love 
is patient and kind. It is quite easy for us to confuse a passion for 
the truth with a passion to be seen as right. Zeal is an excellent 
thing. Yet above all other Christian virtues, we must watch over our 
own zeal with the strictest suspicion. Take it from a recovering 
zeal-oholic. Hell can easily imitate godly zeal, but gentleness, 
broken-heartedness, and sincere humility has no counterfeit.  True 
zeal fuels gentleness. 


Pastor Harry taught me that true masculinity is not a hard, tough 
exterior, supplemented by loudness and a type-A take-the-bull-by-
the-horns decisiveness. True masculine strength is a steely, rock-
solid interior anchored in the Unchangeable God of the Universe 
which emanates in compassion, meekness, unassuming humility, 
and the aroma of gentleness. The man who feels the weight of 
God understands himself to be very light indeed. 


A mature oak withstands a great wind and provides ample shade 
from the hot sun. 


Turns out, I was wrong about the Puritans. They wore lots of 
colors, brewed their own beer, loved fun, leisure, pleasure, and 
good food. One New England church even disciplined a member 
for not satisfying his wife’s “conjugal fellowship”! That brings the 
label “puritanical” to a different place, doesn’t it? 


The soaring message of Ephesians 1-3 is brought together in 
chapter 4:2-3.  Paul writes, “I therefore, a prisoner for the 
Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love…” Roughness hits hard and risks great harm. Gentleness hits 
harder and risks nothing. Be gentle. Live like the Puritans. Be like 
Christ.  ❖

“The more we sense of the 
weightiness and majesty, 

beauty, and bigness of our God, 
the less we are impressed by 

anything in ourselves. ”
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CONCEALED CARRY IN THE CHURCH
by Pastor Paul Sullenberger

Talking about carrying concealed weapons while in the church may seem somewhat out 
of place.  On the surface, it appears to contradict Christ’s teaching.  Some people look 
at Luke 22:36, “He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and 
likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one” as 
being in favor of being armed, but that particular verse is usually taken out of context, 
so it’s not really what Christ is saying.  Discussing that is not the aim of this article.

Permit me to share a little history with you.  Piqua Baptist Church traces its history 
back to 1811, when the first congregation of Baptists met in the Hilliard house located 
on present day Staunton Street in the Shawnee neighborhood, formerly known as 

Huntersville.  Ohio had only been a state for eight years, and this area was still 
considered a frontier wilderness.  Relations with the native Shawnee, Chippewa, Miami, and Delaware Nations in the area weren’t always 
friendly.  The War of 1812, which saw depredations against white settlers by native tribes allied with the British, was still in the future.  The 
Hilliard house was selected as the meeting place, as it was a stone house with a slate roof.  It featured narrow doors and windows, and was 
built with defense in mind.  As the early Baptists met, most of the men and young adults carried their weapons with them.  If you travel east 
from Piqua on US 36, between Union Shelby and Casstown Sidney Roads, you will see a monument about the Dilbone Massacre.  The 
Dilbones were members of the first Baptist congregation to meet in Piqua.

Ohio law prohibits carrying concealed weapons in churches, mosques, synagogues or other places of worship unless the church has a policy 
permitting concealed carry.  That prohibition still exists under the recent change to the concealed carry laws.

There have been many incidents that show that churches can be very vulnerable to attacks, and people have the right of self defense, 
regardless of their location.  Several high-profile incidents have occurred at churches in the last several years.  There have been church 
shootings in a synagogue in Pittsburgh, PA, and at churches in Charleston, SC, Sutherland Springs and West Freeway, TX, and in Laguna Woods, 
CA.  These last two incidents ended quickly when armed individuals at the churches acted to neutralize the shooter.  With the recent 
Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v Wade, there have been numerous protests and demonstrations, and at least one somewhat 
organized group who have been protesting by targeting faith-based clinics such as the Elizabeth’s New Life Center that we support.  There 
have been incidents of vandalism, fire bombing, and it’s probably not too unlikely that their actions could turn to violence against individuals 
and congregations that are in agreement with the Supreme Court’s ruling.  This group’s motto is “If abortions aren’t safe, neither are you.”

In 2018, I attended a training program put on by Piqua Police Department to address the issue of mass shooting incidents at churches, and 
encouraging the various congregations in attendance to train their congregations on how to respond.  One point that was emphasized was 
that police response can take several minutes, at a time when seconds matter.  Another point was that the congregation’s members were in 
fact “First Responders,” and how they responded could make a significant difference in the outcome of the incident.  Shortly afterward, Piqua 
Baptist adopted a permissive policy for concealed carry.  Cornerstone Piqua also has a permissive policy.

In order to carry a concealed weapon in the property here, it is necessary that you contact the church office to request a copy of the policy, 
and sign a form acknowledging that you have read, understand, and will comply with the policy.  This applies whether or not you possess a 
current concealed carry permit.   Having that acknowledgement on file in the church office will provide you with protection from being 
prosecuted for violating the state law prohibiting concealed carry in the church.  

While this may somewhat conflict with the purpose of concealed carry; it is beneficial for others who are armed to know who else might be 
armed to avoid a “friendly fire” situation. (One of the rules of combat is “Friendly fire isn’t.”)  Shooting situations are chaotic, and split second 
decisions are sometimes necessary.  The ability to recognize someone who is armed as being on your side can be the difference between a 
good result or a tragic result.

I will be conducting a training class at least twice in September, dealing with response to an active shooting incident, and discussing forming a 
security team, consisting of those who are properly carrying concealed weapons at church, to respond should some incident occur that 
would require an armed response.  This class will be open to anyone interested, regardless of whether or not you seek to carry a concealed 
weapon.  Knowing what to do should an incident occur can save lives.

Mark your calendar for either Saturday, September 10 at 9:30, or Wednesday, September 14 at 7:00 PM.  These dates will 
be in the bulletin and reminders announced on Sundays before each session. ❖



BOOK REVIEW: 
Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices  

by Thomas Brooks 

‘If you are looking for a book to be your companion in the 
lifelong fight for joy and against sin…then I don’t have a 
better uninspired nomination for you than Precious 
Remedies.’ — LIGON DUNCAN 

The Apostle Paul told us to forgive one another for several 
reasons, one of which might be surprising, “so that we 
would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not 
ignorant of his designs.” (2Corinthians 2:11)  Christians 
have an enemy and he is real.  What will the Christian do when Satan dangles the 
bait in front of his desires but hides the hook in the bait? This little book by Thomas 
Brooks, first published in 1652, has helped many Christians take hold of the tools the 
Lord has given us to submit to God, resist the devil, and overcome temptation.  

Brooks covers 12 of Satan’s devices to draw the soul away to sin, and their remedies.  
He lists 8 of Satan’s devices to keep souls from holy duties, to keep saints in a sad, 
doubting, questioning and uncomfortable condition, and their biblical remedies.  
Brooks reveals 5 of Satan’s devices to destroy and ensnare all sorts and ranks of men 
in the world, and their remedies. This small book is a great help to those struggling 
against sin and the devil, and desiring to please God. 

A few samples:  
“Christ, the Scripture, your own hearts, and Satan’s devices, are the four prime 
things that should be first and most studied and searched. If any cast off the study 
of these, they cannot be safe here, nor happy hereafter.”  

“The best course to prevent falling into the pit is to keep at the greatest distance 
from it; he who will be so bold as to attempt to dance upon the brink of the pit, may 
find by woeful experience that it is a righteous thing with God that he should fall into 
the pit.” 

“[Y]our life is short, your duties many, your assistance great, and your reward sure; 
therefore faint not, hold on and hold up, in ways of well-doing, and heaven shall 
make amends for all.” 
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QUESTION: HOW CAN I SERVE?  

Pastors often get asked, “How can I serve?”  It’s one of our favorite questions!  For a long time, we would direct 
someone to some program in the church in need of volunteers. That’s a fine answer, because volunteering is a great 
thing to do. However, some years ago, we began to change our answer.  

The best way to serve the church is by discipling someone. A disciple is a follower of Jesus. Discipling is one follower 
of Jesus helping someone else follow Jesus. You serve your church by investing yourself in the spiritual well-being of 
someone else in the church.  

It’s not complicated. Invite a person to your home, share a meal and talk about the things of God. Meet someone 
before work on Tuesday mornings and pray together. Pick a good Christian book (like the ones recommended in our newsletters) and read it 
together with someone in the church. Meet someone for coffee on Saturday mornings and study the gospel of Mark together. Attend the Men’s 
Prayer breakfasts. Attend the Women’s Book Studies. Invite your non-Christian coworker to lunch and share your testimony with them. There are 
many ways to disciple someone. 

The best way to serve is by taking a direct interest in the spiritual health of another person in the church. Nothing will help your church more. 

The picture [above] is of a paper found tucked away in 
some old church somewhere. Its author is unknown 
and probably long since dead. It’s amusing and 
reflective of the wisdom of our forebears, our parents 
and grandparents and great-grandparents. Since the 
Bible teaches us to honor our parents, have a look at 
some of the wisdom contained on this long-forgotten 
advice. There’s nothing novel here, just good ole 
fashioned wisdom…

Have you downloaded the ChurchCenter App yet?   
Find out more about the church, request prayer, access the Bible Reading Plan, see the church 

directory, find out what events are coming up. Download the app, search for “CornerstonePiqua” (until 
the churches become one), enter your phone number and setup your account. That’s it!
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