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“… t h a t  t o g e t h e r  y o u  m a y  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  g l o r i f y  t h e  G o d  
a n d  Fa t h e r  o f  o u r  Lo rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t .” 


R O M A N S  1 5 : 6

WOULD YOU JUST HURRY UP?! 
 


“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge 
you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in 
love, eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” 


- Ephesians 4:1-3


Have you ever been in a three-legged race?  
It’s a race where two runners run together, 
a leg from each competitor is tied to their 
partner.  The last time I participated in a 
three-legged race was in High School.  My 
partner, Chris, was taller than me and a 
little less—shall we say—sporty.  Before the 
race began I was determined to win.  I 
figured my speed would make up for my 
partner’s…ehm…athletic handicap.  If 
you’ve ever been in a three-legged race, 
you know exactly what transpired.  My 
short, powerful legs and—some might say 
gazelle-like?—speed was out of sync with 
Chris’ gangly, lumbering frame.  Moments 
after the race began I was on my face with 
my taller friend barreling down on top of 
me.  My speed did not matter.  That day, it 

was my speed which lost me (and Chris) 
the race.  A three-legged race is about 
cooperation.  The fastest teams are the 
ones most in sync with one another.  


The Bible is generally opposed to haste.  
Scripture is replete with calls for patience.  
But, there are a few exceptions.  One 
exception is Ephesians 4:3, be “eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”  The word “eager” means 
to hurry, to hasten, to make every effort.  
Paul is telling the Ephesian church to be in 
a hurry to maintain the unity of the Spirit.  
When the Bible tells us to hurry up, it’s 
inside the call to maintain unity.


Going into the race, I should have known 
better.  If Chris and I were to have any hope 
of winning the three-legged race, I would 
have to slow down to my partner’s pace.  
The second I felt discord with my partner, I 
needed to adjust to him.  I didn’t, and we 
lost.  Both of us lost.  Paul is telling the 
Ephesians that if they are to be fruitful in the 
kingdom, they need to quickly respond to 
disunity, hasten toward unity in Christ.  
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ADVENTURE BIBLE CLUB  
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T H E  “ O N E  V O I C E ”  P E R I O D I C A L  
Welcome to the ONCE VOICE periodical.  This newsletter is meant to inform you of matters relevant to the uniting of 
CornerstonePiqua and Piqua Baptist into one church. Each periodical will include updates on the process, a Frequently 
Asked Questions section, an article or two on theological matters, biographies of the elders, and more.  These 
newsletters are also available in digital format online at CornerstonePiqua.org and PiquaBaptist.org.  
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Notice too, unity is maintained.  It is not created.  Paul does not tell the 
Ephesian church to find unity; he tells them to maintain it.  Their unity 
had already been created for them.  It was gifted to them by virtue of 
their union with Christ.  Christians are already one in Christ.  However, 
they must maintain that unity.  More to the point, they must be in a 
hurry to maintain unity.  Threats to unity abound.  Every Christian must 
actively engage in watching over and protecting unity in Christ.  When 
unity is threatened or undone, every Christian must make haste to 
maintain and restore it.  


So what does that look like?  How can we maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace?  Verse 2 has the answer: humility, 
gentleness, patience, and by bearing with one another.  In the race to 
maintain unity, these are the cylinders of the 
engine driving the car forward.  Let’s have a look 
at each of them.  


HURRY UP TO BE HUMBLE 

Humility.  Humility means putting others’ needs 
above your own.  In his seminal work, Mere 
Christianity, CS Lewis wrote, “Do not imagine 
that if you meet a really humble man he will be 
what most people call “humble” nowadays…Probably all you will think 
about him is that he seems a cheerful, intelligent chap who took a real 
interest in what you said to him…He will not be thinking about humility: 
he will not be thinking about himself at all.”  As one author put it, 
“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it is thinking of yourself less.”  
Humility is not putting yourself down (which is often a subversive form 
of pride seeking validation), rather it is building others up.  


Elsewhere, Paul wrote, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves.”  (Php 2:3)  Conceit asks, what do I want?  Humility asks, 
what do you need?  Conceit demands; humility listens.  The humble 
man actively seeks to make others feel heard and appreciated and 
valued.  The humble woman puts others before herself, she counts 
others more significant than herself.  One way we speed ahead in 
maintaining unity is by practicing humility.  Another way is gentleness. 


HURRY UP TO BE GENTLE 

Gentleness is one of the fruits of the Spirit.  Another word for 
gentleness is meekness.  Meekness is not weakness, but controlled 
strength.  Gentleness is strength restrained.  It is how the Lord 
described Himself, “I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29).  The 
prophets foretold He would be a King, “gentle and riding on a 
donkey” (Mt 21:5).  


Gentleness is the subversive power that undercuts the power 
structures of the world.  Proverbs 25:15, “With patience a ruler may 
be persuaded, and a soft [gentle] tongue will break a bone.”  
Gentleness is as countercultural as anything.  I don’t suspect it 
appears on very many resumes.  Yet, Paul taught us to “speak evil of 
no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect 
courtesy toward all people.” (Titus 3:2)  “[T]he Lord’s servant must 
not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently 
enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness…” (2Tim 
2:24-25a)  Even when correction is called for, it must be done in 
gentleness.  The Proverbs tells us that a harsh word stirs up anger (Pro 
15:1).  Humility, gentleness, and next is patience.


HURRY UP TO BE PATIENT 

Maintain the unity of the Spirit through humility, gentleness, and 
patience.  Patience is also a fruit of the Spirit.  Christian love is first 
described as patient (1Cor 13:4).  Some church historians attribute the 
rapid growth of the early church to this virtue!  The early Christians 
embodied patience.  When persecuted, they endured.  Church father, 
Origen, said in a sermon on patience, “Christ’s followers are not in a 
hurry; they listen carefully when the word is read and preached, and 
they patiently call into account straying Christians who attend worship 
services irregularly.   Patient believers trust God.   When they are 
subjected to penitential discipline, they patiently bear the judgment 
made about them, whether they have been rightly or wrongly 

deposed.   Their reflexes are nonviolent – when 
others treat them violently, they never exact an 
eye for an eye but respond in silence and 
patience, and even offer words of blessing.”


In showing patience, we make room for others’ 
shor tcomings.  We acknowledge the 
tremendous patience the Lord shows to us and 
in turn, we offer the same patience to others.  
We leave space for flaws and deficiencies in one 

another.  Christians should be quick to acknowledge their own failures 
and slow to acknowledge others’.  Like gentleness, patience takes 
great strength.  It takes the kind of strength that comes from faith in a 
great God.  The maxim is true, “People tend to overestimate what can 
be done in one year and underestimate what can be done in ten years.”  


In the process of bringing two churches together, humility, gentleness 
and patience must inform our every interaction.  We are two churches 
with two cultures and our unity is Christ.  The enemy of God would 
love nothing more than to exploit our differences with impatient, unkind 
selfishness.  We must keep our Savior primary and our preferences 
secondary.  


HURRY UP TO BEAR WITH ONE ANOTHER 

The last virtue driving the race car in maintaining unity is bearing with 
one another in love.  The word “bear” in the original means “to endure 
something unpleasant or difficult.”  It implies a willingness to endure 
with one another despite differences and frustrations.  There are 
differences between us.  These differences have a potential to create 
frustrations between us.  We must bear with one another during this 
time.  Colossians 3:13, “bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive.”  


We must bear with one another “in love”.  Clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds us all together in perfect harmony.  Church, Paul taught us 
that love is patient and kind and does not insist on its own way (See 
1Corinthians 13:4-5).  


So let’s be in a hurry.  Let’s be in a hurry to be patient with one another.  
Let’s be in a hurry to be gentle.  Let’s be in a hurry to be humble.  Let’s 
be in a hurry to tie our legs together and in harmony pursue the Lord of 
Glory and the advance of His precious gospel.  ❖

“Believers are never told to 
become one; we already are one 
and are expected to act like it.”  

- Joni Eareckson Tada
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HISTORY OF THE HYMN:  
“THE LOVE OF GOD” 

Do you know the hymn, “The Love of God”?  
The chorus goes like this:  

“The love of God is greater far,  
 Than tongue or pen can ever tell;  
It goes beyond the highest star,  
 And reaches to the lowest hell;  
The guilty pair, bowed down with care,  
 God gave His Son to win;  
His erring child He reconciled,  
 And pardoned from his sin.” 

That hymn was written in 1917 by a German 
immigrant named Fredrick Lehman.  Lehman 
was a California businessman who had lost 
everything and was in despair.  One Sunday 
Mr. Lehman was so moved by a sermon on 
the love of God that he began to write lyrics 
on scrap pieces of paper to help remind 
himself of God’s incredible love.   

Two verses came to him rather easily, but he 
needed a third.  So Mr. Lehman did what any 
self-respecting hymn writer would do—he 
stole it.  The stolen verse is the most beautiful:  

“Could we with ink the ocean fill,  
 And were the skies of parchment made,  
Were every stalk on earth a quill,  
 And every man a scribe by trade;  
To write the love of God above,  
 Would drain the ocean dry;  
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,  
 Though stretched from sky to sky.” 

Fredrick Lehman stole those words.  They 
came from a 200 year old poem scratched on a 
wall in a room of an insane asylum.  The 
author is unknown.  No doubt, they were 
written between fleeting moments of mental 
clarity and sketched on the wall so their 
author could remember God’s love when 
their mind came unstuck again. 

This hymn reminds us that no matter how 
dark the day, how hopeless the circumstance, 
how dire the situation—be it business deals 
gone bad or waves of mental illness—remind 
your soul with poetic song that the love of 
God is greater far.   To write of it, would drain 
the ocean dry. 

GET TO KNOW THE ELDERS: 

I am Pastor Steve Minter, one of the elders of 
CornerstonePiqua. I am married to Alyssa and we have 
three children - Waylon (6), Asleigh (4), and Eston (2) with a 
4th baby, a boy, due in June 2022. We live in Greenville 
and I work for Boone Restoration as a project foreman. As 
far as my work history, I have been in the trades pretty 
much full time (with a brief hiatus in 2012) since I was 15. I 
have done everything from full time painter, to commercial 
concrete, to framing and working for a general contractor, 
to now working in insurance restoration. I have also been a 
volunteer Firefighter, an EMT, and a Search and Rescue 
Scuba Diver. 

I was born in Newport News Virginia, the fifth in a large family of eight kids. My parents 
homeschooled all eight of us and I graduated in 2006. My parents, Rusty and Linda Minter, 
always were, and are still, strong believers, and I grew up attending church regularly. As a child in 
Virginia, my family attended Denbigh Baptist Church and we were a part of the AWANA program. 
As I young child of four I remember memorizing Bible verses as part of my AWANA classes, 
specifically Romans 3:23 which says “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” We 
also learned Romans 6:23 which says “for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” My mom explained what these verses meant and I asking 
Jesus to save me from my sins. At the age of 7 I was baptized by our pastor, Buddy Arnold.  

We moved from Virginia to Connecticut in the summer of 1997, and we attended several small 
Baptist Churches. As I moved into my teen years I began to take my faith and scripture for granted 
and, instead, began to pursue my own interests. As I look back on these times I recognize how 
faithful God was to save me and protect me from myself, and from doing anything that would 
have had lasting consequences. I remember thinking to myself at several points in my teens that 
I would become a serious Christian later. Around the time I turned 21, well actually the week of 
my 21st birthday, God, in his mercy, began to take things from me that I valued more that himself 
and to shake up my world. From ended relationships, to rejection for a job I really wanted, a death 
in the family, and terminal diagnosis for my dad, God began to redirect my attention to himself 
and to draw me to Christ. In summer of 2011 I went to Mexico on a short term missions trip and 
in the fall of that year I attended a small conference for singles called Passion 4 Christ (P4C) 
Summit in Perrysville OH (which coincidentally was the first time I was in Ohio). The topic of the 
conference was Foundations and we spent 4 days looking at the foundational doctrines of who 
God is. This conference proved to be a pivotal moment in my life for several reasons. First it began 
a journey for me of seeking to know God in a way I had never known him before. By his grace, he 
gave me a picture of his Holiness from Isaiah 40 that stunned me. The second way this conference 
changed my life was it was where I met my wife.  

In September of 2012 I moved to Oklahoma and began working at a Teen Challenge for 
adolescent boys. I lived in Oklahoma for almost a year and while there I attended Jay First 
Assembly of God, where the boys from the program attended. In the summer of 2013 I moved to 
Ohio and started working for Metcon, a commercial concrete contractor out of Gettysburg. Alyssa 
and I were married on September 21st 2013. In Fall of 2015 I began working at Arcon Builders 
out of Arcanum, and in November of 2018 I started at Boone Restoration. Alyssa and I attended 
Vineyard Fellowship in Bradford where I was the youth leader. The Lord then led us to begin 
attending CornerstonePiqua in March of 2016, one week before the Cornerstone’s 1st 
anniversary. In 2017 Pastor Jamie and Pastor Brent began training me to become a pastor, and in 
August of 2020 I was ordained. 
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QUESTION:  WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO OUR TEAMS, COMMITTEES AND BOARDS WHEN THE 
CHURCHES COME TOGETHER? 

The new church will require all of us to serve in some capacity.  During the negotiation phase, the elders will 
evaluate which teams are needed and merge them together.  Any changes will be made slowly and carefully 
and will be communicated to the membership well in advance.  

QUESTION:  IS CORNERSTONEPIQUA AN ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH? 
No. CornerstonePiqua was planted out of Cornerstone Church in Sidney, which has since left the Assembly 
of God denomination.  When CornerstonePiqua started, they considered becoming an Assembly of God 
church, but decided against it for theological reasons.  We love our brothers and sisters in the Assembly of 
God and thank God 

for them.  However, the denomination holds some doctrinal 
positions which we do not find taught in Scripture.  We have 
no intentions on becoming an Assembly of God church in the 
future. 

QUESTION: WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION 
ON THE UNITING OF OUR TWO CHURCHES? 

The best place to find information on the process of uniting 
our two churches together is the CornerstonePiqua website.  
We have built an entire webpage dedicated to updates and 
information on the process.  Visit CornerstonePiqua.org, 
under the “About Us”, click the “One Voice Project” link.  
There you will find an outline of the process, digital copies of 
the Newsletter, and an updated Frequently Asked Questions.  

I’ve given away plenty of books in my day.  I’ve probably given this book away more than any other.  I can’t seem to find my copy (do you have it?).  This 
book shaped me.  I read it in my twenties and have since read it every few years.  It’s incredibly helpful.  Contrary to what you may have been told, I did not 
come out of my mother’s womb a happy, contented baby.  Cute, for sure!  Contented, not so much.   Contentment is a thing learned.  Paul wrote, “I have 
learned in whatever situation I am to be content.” (Php 4:11)  Jeremiah Burroughs helps us to learn contentment in Christ.  The book is a series of sermons 
he gave on the subject. I can’t recommend it enough.   

Prepare yourself, though.  Jeremiah Burroughs reads like a Puritan, cause he is one.  Along with having a handsome first name, the man was an English 
Congregationalist (aren’t we all?) who lived in the early 1600’s, when America was still a twinkle in Mother England’s eyes.   If you’ve never read a Puritan, 
pace yourself and brace yourself.  It’s rich and dense, like a good piece of cheesecake.  This book is deeply rewarding, one bite at a time.  Burroughs defines 
Christian contentment as “that sweet, inward, quiet, gracious frame of spirit, which freely submits to and delights in God’s wise and fatherly disposal in 
every condition.”  He explains, “Contentment is not by addition but by subtraction: seeking to add a thing will not bring contentment. Instead, subtracting 
from your desires until you are satisfied only with Christ brings contentment.” 

Pick up this book.  It’s like $8 from Banner of Truth.  I’d offer you mine, but someone stole it (seriously, can you check again?).  

Did You Know? 

Autosomal Cholinergic Helio-Opthalmic Outburst is the scien7fic name of a 
sneeze.  Instead of remembering that tongue twister, just remember the 
acronym: A.C.H.O.O.    

Hypnagogic Myoclonus — the thing that happens just before you fall asleep 
when you suddenly feel like you are falling. Science has no explana7on for it. 

If you took every planet in our solar system and stacked them one upon the 
other, they’d fit between the Earth and the moon.   

If you could point your car upwards and drive 60mph, it’d take about an 
hour to get to space. It’d take more than 6 months to get to the moon.

http://CornerstonePiqua.org

