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“… t h a t  t o g e t h e r  y o u  m a y  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  g l o r i f y  t h e  G o d  
a n d  Fa t h e r  o f  o u r  Lo rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t .” 


R O M A N S  1 5 : 6

One New Man;  
One New Church 

  
To display the glory of His grace, God 
called a people to Himself.  In the 
beginning, God created two people.  He 
told them “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it…”  (Gen 
1:28)  Human beings united in fellowship 
with one another bringing glory to God is 
as old as creation itself.  It’s a reality 
steeped in the character of God Himself.   

The Bible teaches that God is three 
Persons in One Being—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  God has existed forever in 
perfect unity within Himself happily 
delighting in and sharing in His own 
perfections.  When God created humans, 
He did so as an happy overflow of the love 
He has within Himself.  He did not create 
humans because He was lonely.  Jesus 
prayed in John 17:24, “Father, I desire 
that they also, whom you have given 

me, may be with me where I am, to see 
my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world.”  In eternity, for 
timeless age upon age, the Father and the 
Son gave glory to one another in the love 
they enjoyed for one Another, constantly 
being stirred up in this love by the Holy 
Spirit.   

God’s decision to create was to bring 
others into the enjoyment of His fellowship 
within Himself.  Forever the Father has 
loved the Son in the Spirit.  Love, by its 
very nature, pours out.  It is the nature of a 
lamp to shine light, and it is the nature of 
the Father to shine the light of His love for 
His Son, who is the radiance of His glory 
(Heb 1:3).  God created humans to multiply 
those who delight in and declare His glory.   

In the Old Testament, God chose a people 
for Himself to display His glory.  In Isaiah 
43:5-7 the Lord spoke to His covenant 
people, Israel:  
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“Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 
from the east, and from the west I will gather you. I 
will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not 
withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters 
from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by 
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.” 

In the New Testament, God chose a people for Himself for the very 
same reasons. Consider Ephesians 1:3-6:  

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. In 
love he predestined us for adoption to himself as 
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with 
which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” 

This sort of thing pervades the entirety of 
Scripture.  God calls a people to Himself—to 
the happy enjoyment of His perfections—to 
the praise of His glorious grace to the 
universe.   

As our two churches pursue becoming one 
church, we must keep the enjoyment of God ever before us.  1John 
1:5-7 tells us that the foundation of our fellowship with one another is 
built upon the fellowship we have with God Himself.  The unity of our 
two churches is the unity we share in Christ.  Later in Ephesians, the 
Apostle Paul explains source of unity shared by all of God’s people.  
“For [Christ] himself is our peace, who has made us both one 
and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility…
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace…” (2:14-15) To the degree that we pursue 
unity with Christ is the degree to which we will enjoy unity with one 
another.   

Notice, Paul writes that those who’ve come to faith in Christ become 
“one new man in place of the two”.  Our individual identities still 
matter.  Our upbringing, our personal preferences, our ethnicity and 
gender remains.  It’s just that when we are united to Christ in faith, we 
submit everything to Him. Our union with Christ becomes the most 
important marker of our identity.   

I see a similar thing happening as we bring our two churches 
together.  We are becoming one new church in place of the two.  
Think of it like building one new house using material from two 

existing houses.  Many of the old structures and furnishings are there, 
but the new house is new.  The new house resembles both houses, 
but isn’t quite the same as either.   

Since our unity is in Christ, we must be careful not to pursue unity in 
anything else.  Unity based on anything other than Christ will betray 
us.  In fact, pursuing unity in something other than Christ is the 
biggest threat to this project.  Just this week, a dear sister sent me 
this helpful warning from her devotional:   

“We must beware the temptation to forget the reason for 
our unity. No one is immune from turning elements of their 
identity into barriers—barriers of status, of color, of class, of 
personality type, or personal preferences. As Christians, we 
must be prepared to acknowledge how easy it is to get this 
wrong. We must be prepared, if we find ourselves guilty of 
such wrong, to repent from and grieve over that which 
displeases God.” -Alistair Begg 

For this union to work, each of us must set aside personal 
preferences and agendas. “Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of 
others.” (Php 2:3-4)  Let us seek to outdo 
one another in showing honor.  Let us seek to 
humble ourselves and see others exalted.   
  

God’s people from different backgrounds, ethnicities, politics, ages 
and preferences united in Christ is living proof of the power of the 
gospel.  Whereas the world finds unity in shared taste, Christians find 
unity in the living Christ.  When Christians gather on the Lord’s Day it 
should bewilder outsiders.  They should wonder how a people so 
different, separated by cultures and generations and a hundred things 
that cause division can live in such harmony with one another—a 
harmony that can only be explained because Jesus is alive.   

If the Lord is pleased to bring our two churches together into one 
new church, we will experience a foretaste of heaven, where people 
from every tribe and tongue and nation are assembled in praise of the 
Lamb who was slain.  We will hold out to this city an offer of salvation 
that is truly for all who call on the name of the Lord.  It will be to the 
praise of the glory of God’s grace.  It will shine the light of that glory 
into a divided and desperate world which needs to hear the good 
news of God’s grace to sinners.   

Enjoy the Lord and join me in praying to this end. 

- Pastor Jamie  ❖ 

“Whereas the world finds unity 
in shared taste, Christians find 

unity in the living Christ.”
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WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?

by Matt Emadi

In an individualistic and consumeristic culture, the very notion that 
church members bear significant responsibilities comes as a 
surprise to some Christians. But responsibility and church 
membership go hand-in-hand—you simply can’t have one without 
the other. So what are the responsibilities of church members?

INDICATIVES BEFORE IMPERATIVES
How we answer that question depends on how we first define the 
local church. A local church is not a building or a place. A church is 
a people. More specifically a local church is born-again, Spirit-
filled people who gather regularly in the name of the Lord Jesus 
and under the authority of God’s Word to profess the true gospel 
and affirm each other’s citizenship in the kingdom of God by the 
ordinances. That definition shows us two important 
things about the church and its membership: the 
church has a unique  identity  and the church has a 
unique authority.
The church is made up of regenerate, Spirit-filled 
people. They have a new identity. No longer spiritually 
dead, they’ve been made alive in Christ. They are a 
new creation, forgiven of their sins, and adopted as 
God’s sons (Jer 33:31–34; 2Cor 5:17; Eph 1:7,13,22; 
Rom 8:15) . Each church member bears a 
responsibility to become who they already are in Christ 
by walking in a manner worthy of the gospel (Eph. 
4:1). Being leads to doing. Or in other words, New 
Testament imperatives flow from gospel indicatives.
God has also entrusted these local assemblies with  authority  to 
render decisions on earth on behalf of the kingdom of heaven 
(Matt 18:18). Local churches are embassies of God’s kingdom. 
Through baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and discipline, a local church 
wields the authority to affirm or denounce someone’s citizenship in 
God’s kingdom. This responsibility falls to the  members  of the 
church, not just its leadership.

SIX RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
In light of the church’s identity and authority, how do we define the 
responsibilities of church members? These six points summarize 
the Bible’s teaching on the responsibilities of membership.
1. Assemble Together
If church members don’t assemble, then there’s no church. In 
other words, gathering together in the name of the Lord Jesus is 
part of what makes a church a church. The author of Hebrews 
commanded his readers not to forsake assembling together (Heb. 
10:25). Every church member should prioritize Lord’s day worship 
with the people of God.
2. Protect the Gospel
Ensuring fidelity to the gospel isn’t the responsibility of pastors 
alone. Every church member is responsible to uphold and affirm 
the gospel. When the apostle Paul wrote to the churches of 

Galatia, he chastised the churches, not the elders, for turning to a 
“different gospel” (Gal 1:2, 6). He held the congregation 
accountable for allowing error to creep in and distort the gospel 
(Gal 1:7). Granted, not every member can master the intricacies of 
systematic theology, but every member should be able to 
articulate and defend the substance of the gospel.
When every member accepts the responsibility to protect the 
gospel, the whole church benefits. Together, they mature in the 
truth and build themselves up in the knowledge of the Son of God 
(Eph. 4:13).
3. Define Your Church’s Membership
Church members are responsible to receive and dismiss 
members. Jesus instructed the church to regard an unrepentant 
brother as a Gentile and tax collector for refusing to submit to the 
church’s authority (Matt. 18:15–20). In 1 Corinthians 5:1–13, the 
apostle Paul rebuked the Corinthian congregation for tolerating 
evil in their midst. When they “assembled in the name of the 
Lord Jesus” as a church, they were to hand the immoral man 
over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh (1 Cor. 5:4–5).

Together, church members are responsible to define 
their membership. By receiving new members through 
baptism or transfer from another church, a local church 
tells the watching world, “this  person is a citizen of 
God’s kingdom” (cf. Matt 16:18–19; 18:17–20; 28:18–
20). By regularly fellowshipping around the Lord’s 
table, the members partake of the on-going sign of 
church membership, while affirming each other’s 
status as members of the new covenant (1 Cor. 10:17; 
11:23–26).
In cases of discipline, the church effectively testifies 

that they no longer recognize the one disciplined as a 
citizen of Christ’s kingdom and member of his body (Matt. 18:15–
20). Pastors do not wield this kind of authority alone. The whole 
church must make these kinds of decisions out of obedience to 
Christ, for the purity of the church, and to preserve their gospel 
witness in a fallen world.
4. Love One Another
“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (Jn. 13:35). Saying that church 
members are responsible to love one another is almost like saying 
birds have a responsibility to fly. Affection for God’s people defines 
our new identity in Christ (1 Jn. 4:7). In the New Testament, love is 
tangible, active, and expressed through service. 
If we take responsibility to love one another, then we’ll actively 
seek to be discipled and disciple others. In this way, the whole 
church “builds itself up” in love (Eph. 4:15–16). We won’t be 
passive about the church’s unity, but eager to maintain and 
promote a spirit of unity in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3). We won’t 
leave wandering members behind, but pursue them for their good 
(cf. Matt. 18:10–14). We’ll take prayer seriously (1 Thess. 5:16; 
Eph. 6:18), bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2), show hospitality 
(Rom. 12:13), put others’ interests ahead of our own (Phil. 2:4), 
and seek to develop meaningful relationships.

This kind of ministry isn’t just for pastors. Instead, Jesus has 
established pastors in his church to equip members to fulfill their 

(continued on next page…)
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S QUESTION:  IS CORNERSTONE TAKING OVER? 
One church is not taking over for the other, nor is one church seeking to reviving the other.  
One of the most important things to understand about this whole process is that by 
bringing our churches together, we are effectively creating one new church out of the 
two.  It is a bit like building a new house using materials from two existing houses.  The new 
house will resemble both houses in many ways, but it will be new.   

QUESTION:  WHAT SORT OF THINGS ARE BEING NEGOTIATED? 
The elders meet twice monthly to pursue uniting our churches.  They will endeavor to find unity in what we 
believe (our theology), how we organize (our ecclesiology), how we proclaim the gospel (our missiology), and how we 
do ministry (our methodology).  Both church’s Statements of Faith and constitutions will be considered and compared.  
A new Statement of Faith and Constitution will be drafted from the two.  These documents will be presented to the 
membership of both churches for final approval. 

QUESTION: WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO OUR COMMITTEES AND SERVANT TEAMS AND BOARDS? 
The new church will require all of us to serve in some capacity.  During the negotiation phase, the elders will evaluate 
which teams are needed and merge them together.  Any changes will be made slowly and carefully and will be 
communicated to the membership well in advance.

THE HISTORY OF THE JESUS FISH 

You know those “Jesus Fish” bumper stickers? The fish sticker has a long and important history. ΙΧΘΥΣ [Ichthus] is the Greek word for 
fish.  The symbol of a fish was adopted as a symbol of Christianity by the end of the first century. It’s easy to understand why. The Lord 
Jesus told the disciples He would make them “fishers of men”. There is another reason. ICTHUS “fish” served as an acrostic for “Ίησοῦς 
Χριστός, Θεοῦ Υἱός, Σωτήρ” which in English is “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior”.   

In the days when Christianity was illegal, it was used as a secret symbol to let Christians know of the presence of other Christians. In the 
town of Ephesus, brothels advertised by sketching feet into the stone roads to show the way to their…eh…establishment. Christians 
advertised safe houses by sketching their message in stones to let the traveling follower of Jesus know where to find fellowship, 
hospitality, and safety.  According to one story, when a Christian met a stranger on the road, he’d draw an arc.  If the stranger drew the 
other arc of the ICTHUS, he knew they were brothers.

responsibility and do the work of the ministry of building up the 
body of Christ (Eph. 4:11–12).
5. Submit to Your Elders
Hebrews 13:17 exhorts Christians to obey their leaders and to 
submit to them. Elders are a gift from Christ to his church. They are 
men of character gifted in teaching and applying the Scriptures (1 
Tim. 3:1–7). Church members are responsible to obey Jesus by 
submitting to their elders because the elders keep watch over their 
souls as those who will give an account (Heb. 13:17). Obviously, 
church members should not follow their elders blindly, but insofar 
as the elders are teaching the Scriptures and leading the church 
biblically, church members should submit to their wisdom, counsel, 
and instruction.
6. Evangelize the Lost
The Great Commission is for every Christian, not just pastors and 
international missionaries. Jesus has commissioned every church 
member to “make disciples” (Matt. 28:18–20). As a people 
reconciled to God, we have a responsibility to announce the 
message of reconciliation to people separated from Christ, without 

God, and without hope in the world (2 Cor. 5:19; Eph. 2:12). The 
church is a royal priesthood charged to mediate an authoritative 
proclamation from God to humanity (1 Pet 2:9). We announce the 
reign of God in Christ in our public assemblies, and we disperse to 
proclaim the same truth to a lost world: Christ is King! Repent and 
believe in him.

CONCLUSION
No athlete joins a team hoping to sit on the sidelines every practice 
and game. Church membership is far more important than 
participating in team sports. But sadly, individualism, consumerism, 
easy-believism, and unbiblical church polities have left many 
church members intentionally or unintentionally sidelined.
Are you a church member? Don’t settle for the bench. Jesus calls 
all of us to get up and get to work. ❖

Article excerpted from the May 2019 edition of 9Marks Journal 
“Church Membership: Following the Lord Together”


