
 of 1 4

“… t h a t  t o g e t h e r  y o u  m a y  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  g l o r i f y  t h e  G o d  
a n d  Fa t h e r  o f  o u r  Lo rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t .” 


R O M A N S  1 5 : 6

THE IMMUNE SYSTEM OF THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE  

“And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near.” (Hebrew 10:24-25)


You may not realize it, but right now you are 
engaged in a Battle Royale to the death.  At 
this very moment, tiny invisible malevolent 
microorganisms are seeking to invade the 
beautiful exterior of your body.  Invisible, 
creepy crawlies, like viruses, bacteria, 
fungi, toxins are trying to find a breach in 
the walls of your warm, nutrient-rich 
body…so they can have babies.  Now, 
before you sign-off going out in public for 
the rest of your life, or consider filling your 
bathtub with Purell, you should know that 
your God has designed your body to deal 
with these baddies incredibly well.  


Your skin is like a thick castle wall which 
keeps almost all intruders at bay.  It is 
nearly impregnable.  But also you’re 
clumsy.  You cut your finger chopping 

onions, you don’t cook brats long enough, 
you walk through someone’s sneeze cloud 
and there’s breach in the castle wall.  Never 
fear!  Your body is equipped with an 
immune system.  It is like a super high-tech 
defense team well-equipped to handle 
foreign invaders.  It’s complex and amazing.  
There’s a boarder patrol and a huge army of 
highly trained soldiers in state-of-the-art 
body armor.  You are equipped with 
intelligence systems and communications 
systems.  One part of your immune system 
keeps detailed records of every fallen foe 
and remembers how you defeated them, in 
case you encounter them again.  Your body  
even has its own weapons factories!  When 
your army gets overwhelmed, it radios for 
backup and  sends in the Special Forces, 
called cytotoxic T cells.  John Rambo 
shows up, spraying bullets (antibodies) 
everywhere, killing all the bad guys in sight.  
Forget the Purell bath.  Just eat well, get 
good sleep, and you’re good.


All of this is by the good and wise design of 
your creatively brilliant God.  God gave you 
an immune system to keep you physically 
alive.  And that’s not all.  He also gave you 
an immune system to keep you spiritually 

JUNE 2022

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

PRAYER MEETING  
Tuesday & Thursday Evenings, 7pm 

All are welcome! 

WOMEN’S FITNESS CLASS  
Thursday Evenings, 7-8pm in the Gymnasium 
Full Body Workout customized to your own 

intensity level 

FATHER’S DAY  
June 19th 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
July 10th-15th; Opportunities to serve are still 

available, please contact Sharon Roeth. 

CHURCH PICNIC  
July 17th, following service.  

More details to come.

T H E  “ O N E  V O I C E ”  P E R I O D I C A L  
Welcome to the ONCE VOICE periodical.  This newsletter is meant to inform you of matters relevant to the uniting of 
CornerstonePiqua and Piqua Baptist into one church. Each periodical will include updates on the process, a Frequently 
Asked Questions section, an article or two on theological matters, biographies of the elders, and more.  These 
newsletters are also available in digital format online at CornerstonePiqua.org and PiquaBaptist.org.  
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alive.  One of the most important elements of your soul’s immune 
system is…your local church.  


The Christian life is lived in community or it will not be lived long at all.  
The fellowship of the local church is the immune system for your soul.  
When the Lord saved 3000 souls at Pentecost, they immediately 
devoted themselves to four things: “…the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)  
Three of those four things require other believers, probably all four.  
The Apostle Paul wrote the phrase “our Lord” 54 times.  He wrote “my 
Lord” once.   


Humans are communal.  This is because we were created in the image 
of God, who is also communal.  The Bible 
teaches there is One God who exists 
forever in three equally divine Persons who 
love and fellowship with One Another in 
perfect unity.  The Triune God of the Bible 
has enjoyed unbroken, happy fellowship 
forever.  He is communal.  


After God created the first man, He 
declared “It is not good that man should 
be alone” (Gen 2:18).  Enter Eve.  In the 
garden, Adam and Eve enjoyed fellowship 
with God and one another.  When our first parents sinned, a tragic 
separation took place.  They were separated from fellowship with God, 
with Creation, and with one another. 


Humans still long for community, we long to know and to be known.  
Prolonged isolation is greatly destructive (which is why it’s sometimes 
used as a torture device).  We need community and community can be 
wonderful.  Yet—because of sin—community can be deeply painful.  
When we invest in community, we risk being wounded.  Open wounds 
let viruses in.  


One of the deadliest viruses facing the church today is expressive 
individualism.  It’s an airborne virus, especially thick in America.  Sadly, 
we have carried this virus into our churches. The seeker-sensitive 
movement of the 90’s and 2000’s commodified the church, turning 
churches into competitors in the religious marketplace.  Congregants 
became consumers.  There was a race to see which church could 
appeal to the widest variety of felt-needs.  You want better health? A 
better marriage? Better teenagers? Even better sex? Come to Church! 
This was the message.  It was a self-help sundae with Jesus sprinkles. 


But communities built on consumers are not communities, they’re 
clubs.  When loyalty is based on whether my needs are being met or 
not, it’s not a community.  Think of the way we unite around a sports 
team.  Membership costs little more than shared interest.  The moment 
we determine the club isn’t meeting my needs, I’m free to go.  Biblical 
commands to submit to one another, bear one another’s burdens, 
forgive one another, calls to forbearance and perseverance fall on deaf 
ears.  The church, which God gave us to protect us from expressive 
individualism, serves to reinforce it.  The virus enters the body, has its 
babies, and the body raises them.  


Jesus’ death and resurrection did two things.  First, it paid the debt of 
sin, restoring our relationship with God.  And second, it restored our 
relationship with one another.  Jesus reversed the effects of Adam and 
Eve’s sin.  See Ephesians 2:11-22.  Through the cross, God united His 

people to His Son and to the fellowship of His body—the church.  With 
the airborne virus of expressive individualism in the sneeze cloud of 
modern America, we need the immune system of meaningful, costly 
membership in the local church.  


Can you call yourself a Christian without being an active member of a 
local church?  Sure you can.  Can you call yourself a skipper because 
you built a sailboat in your basement?  Sure you can.  It’s just weird.  
We need community.  We need one another.  Otherwise we get weird. 


Meaningful church membership destroys expressive individualism.  It 
requires us to think about others more than we think about ourselves.  
It transforms us from self-seeking, self-satisfying creatures into God-

glorifying men and women who—like our 
Lord—are outward-facing, others-focused, 
and missions-oriented.  The gospel 
humbles us.  The Lord came to us when 
we were in need.  We go to others when 
they are in need.  


Consider how Hebrews 10:23 and 24 are 
connected.  “Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how to stir 

up one another to love and good works…” (emphasis mine).  As we 
hold fast the confession of our faith, we look to help others hold on as 
well.  One of the marks of Christian community is that we look out for 
one another, we pay careful attention to each other.  We notice when 
someone is missing from church, we reach out, to make sure they’re 
ok.  To continue our immune system metaphor, when a brother or 
sister in our church begins to show symptoms of spiritual sickness, we 
go to them and help them.  


This is costly.  It means we need to be intentional and generous with 
our time.  It means budgeting for meals shared with people from the 
church so we can get to know them.  It means setting aside personal 
preferences, giving up certain freedoms.  It means limiting hobbies, 
spending more time on our church family than ourselves.  It means 
saying no to commitments that keep us from church on Sunday. Yeah, 
I said it.  


The Author of Hebrews goes on to say, “[Do not negelct] to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  Neglecting to 
gather is contrasted with encouraging others.  Makes sense.  How can 
I encourage someone I don’t know?  I can tell a friend, “Nice shirt.”  
But if I don’t know him, I can say nothing truly encouraging to him.  


Why does the Biblical author want us to go to church?  Because 
someone else at church may need encouraging.  It’s not so much what 
can I get out of church, but what can I give to others in church.  In 
meaningful membership, we commit to putting the spiritual well-being 
of others in front of most of our other concerns.   


Life in a fallen world is bound to leave you with cuts and scrapes. 
Germs are on the surface off the skin, waiting to get in and cause 
infection.  Apply the antibiotic of the gospel, wrap the wound in the 
fellowship of the local church, and let God’s immune system take care 
of the disease.  All the more as you see the Day drawing near.  Until 
Christ is all.  ❖

“Meaningful church membership 
transforms us from self-seeking, self-

satisfying creatures into God-glorifying 
men and women who are outward-facing, 
others-focused, and missions-oriented.” 
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VBS IS WORTH THE COST 

Veteran church members know that VBS is a huge 
undertaking. In addition to the financial expense, it 
takes an enormous amount of time, energy, and 
sacrifice from dozens of volunteers to plan and 
produce this week-long event.

Hosting VBS is not just costly, it is difficult. Many 
churches aim VBS invitations at unchurched families 
in the area. Caring for some of these kids and 
holding their attention is just plain hard. For 
volunteers, VBS week is physically and emotionally 
demanding.

What’s the Payoff?

Despite the difficulty, VBS would be an easy sell if 
you could guarantee immediate or dramatic results. 
But that’s not usually how the beach ball bounces.

Though we preach the gospel throughout VBS, we 
don’t see many professions of faith. The attitudes 
and beliefs of the children don’t change much over 
the week. In fact, the kids seem more focused on 
snack and outdoor play than anything else.

If the children within the church hear the gospel 
anyway, and the unchurched children aren’t listening 
or responding, we have to ask the obvious question
—why are we doing this? Is our effort worth it?  Four 
reasons I think  it is.

1. Planting Seeds

Even though we do little harvesting at VBS, we do a 
lot of planting. We sow the word of God into the 
minds and hearts of kids who might not otherwise 
hear the gospel. We trust God to use his word as he 
sends it forth, and we pray for fruit.

2. Blessing Our City

Some parents see our church’s VBS as a free 
babysitting service. I’m fine with that.

If parents in our community know we will care for the 
physical and spiritual needs of their children, great! 
They learn to trust us, their children get to know us 
and our children, and we build a reputation as a safe 
place with open doors and love for our neighbors.

3. Building Unity in the Church

We can’t run VBS without help from many of our  
church families. We end up with a great sense of 
teamwork by the end of the week. We don’t have 
much time to talk during VBS, but we’re still building 

GET TO KNOW THE ELDERS:

My name is Michael Hutton and I am one of the 
pastor/elders in this family of believers. I grew up 
in Piqua and graduated from PHS in 1981. I 
spent the next 4 years living in Columbus, 
working and attending DeVry university. In spring 
1984 I came back to Piqua for a wedding and that 
is where I met Lori. We began dating and I moved 
back to Piqua in the fall of 85. We married in May 
of 86. We have 3 children. Paul is 33 and living in 
Piqua, Joshua is 30 and lives in Columbus with 
his wife Taylor and their daughter Ellyana. Sharee is 31 and came into our lives in 2010. She 
lives in Wisconsin with her boys Milo and Lincoln.


I spent many years working in freight and warehousing until 2006 when i started my current 
job as a letter carrier in Sidney.


As far as my spiritual journey goes, I grew up in a conservative, moral family but church was 
never any part of our lives. A friend in the neighborhood constantly pestered me until I said 
the “sinners prayer” when I was 16. I didn’t give church or God another thought until I 
wandered by a baptist church in Columbus in 1982. I started attending and realized what 
Christianity actually was. I gave my life fully to Christ at that point, was baptized, and began 
serving there until I moved back to Piqua in 1985.  

I joined PBC where Lori has been a member since the late 70’s. Since then I have served in 
many different ways including youth leader, deacon, elder, along with others. There has been 
many ups and downs personally but Christ has always been by my side on the journey. I has 
seen God do many miraculous things and He has constantly shown He is always right on time. 

unity. We’re learning to trust each other, give in-the-moment help, and devote our 
complementary strengths toward a common goal.

There’s nothing quite like shared, demanding work to remind us what’s important 
and highlight our need for each other.

4. Building up the Church

If a child doesn’t know “church words,” can you talk to them about Jesus? Can you 
explain why his death is good news?

Because children can grasp the gospel, all our VBS efforts are aimed at sharing the 
gospel in understandable ways. Young parents face this task daily, but teenage 
helpers, single adults, and parents of grown children might need to learn (or 
remember) these skills.

Talking about Jesus in clear, simple words can remind us of the beauty and glory of 
God’s love. It can strengthen our faith and help us focus on the essentials.

An Opportunity

Vacation Bible School isn’t mandated by God, but it is a great opportunity to bless 
your community with the love of Jesus.  It is worth the cost.  

ARTICLE BY RYAN HIGGENBOTTOM,  EXCERPTED FROM FTC.CO | JULY 1, 2017
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QUESTION: HOW FAR 
ALONG ARE WE IN 
BRINGING OUR CHURCHES 
TOGETHER?  

Since January, we have come a 
long way. This whole endeavor 
hinges upon theological unity.  
So, our first task was to 
compare the theology of both 
churches. We took the Piqua 

Baptist Statement of Faith and the CornerstonePiqua Book of 
Faith and Order, matched theological categories, and compared 
them. We affirmed our similarities and discussed our differences. 
Each category was rewritten, borrowing language from both 
documentsWe have completed the new church’s statement of 
faith.  The new Statement of Faith is complete and will be 
provided to everyone in early June 2022.  This will serve as the 
basis for the new church’s constitution and bylaws.

What Does the Smallest Book in the Bible Teach Us  

About the Greatest Purpose of the Bible? 
Missions is not peripheral.  Missions is not something some Christians do.  Missions is central.  
Missions is something all Christians do.  Missions is not to be outsourced.  It is personal.  This 
reality is all over the Bible, even in the smallest book in the canon—3 John.   

3 John is a short letter written by the Apostle John to a man named Gaius.  It seems that some 
missionaries from John’s church had visited Gaius’ church and told him of their work (see v7).  The 
missionaries returned to John’s church and testified of Gaius’ love for them.  When John hears their 
testimony, he writes to Gaius.  The main point of 3 John is to encourage Gaius to be a sender, 
supporting missionaries who go to the unreached.   

“Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they 
are, who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their 
journey in a manner worthy of God. For they have gone out for the sake of the name, 
accepting nothing from the Gentiles. Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we 
may be fellow workers for the truth.” (5-8) 

Verse 6 says, “you will do well to send them”. John is calling Gaius to be a sender.  There are Senders in missions and there are Goers in missions. Missions 
needs both.  Most will be Senders—“we ought to support people like these”.  Some will be Goers—those who have “gone out”.  In God’s eyes, both are 
necessary and equally valuable.  Both are “fellow workers for the truth”.   

Why do we send missionaries?  Verse 7 says they went out “for the sake of the name”.  Missionaries carry the name of Christ, the reputation of Christ.  
Missions is driven by a zeal to exalt the name of Christ, to make Him known, in the saving of sinners from their sin through the proclamation of the gospel.   

Note the manner of sending.  John commands Gaius to send these missionaries “on their journey in a manner worthy of God” (v6).  Our sending of 
missionaries should be a manner worthy of the God whose name they carry, whose glory and reputation they seek to advance.  Missions giving should not be 
peripheral, impersonal, or optional.  Missions sending is central, consistent, and shared.  We are fellow workers for the truth.   

3 John may be the smallest book in the Bible, but it heralds the greatest message of the Bible—the glory of God’s grace in saving the lost.

SOME OF YOUR PASTORS’ FAVORITE PODCASTS 

PASTOR JAMIE: “Your Not Crazy” with Ray Ortland & Sam Allberry; “Gospelbound” with Collin 
Hansen; “The MeatEater Podcast” with Steve Rinella; “The Briefing” with Al Mohler; ; “The 
Gospel Coalition Podcast”; “The Rest Is History” with Tom Holland and Dominic Sandbrook; 
“Pastor’s Talk” by 9Marks; “Bible Talk” with Alex Duke, Jim Hamilton, and Sam Emadi 

PASTOR STEVE: “Mortification of Spin” with Carl Trueman & Todd Pruitt; “Doctrine & Devotion” 
with Joe Thorn and Jimmy Fowler; “White Horse Inn” with Michael Horton and others; “Hardcore 
History” with Dan Carlin; “Infamous America”; “Legends of the Old West”; Jordan B Peterson”; 
“The Way I Heard It” with Mike Rowe; “Thinking In Public” with Al Mohler; “General Eclectic”; 
“The American Conservative  

PASTOR BRENT: “Renewing Your Mind” with R.C. Sproul 

“If I had never joined a church till I had found one that was perfect, I 
should never have joined one at all. And the moment I did join it, if I 
had found one, I should have spoiled it, for it would not have been a 
perfect church after I had become a member of it. Still, imperfect as it 
is, it is the dearest place on earth to us.” - C H Spurgeon


