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“… t h a t  t o g e t h e r  y o u  m a y  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  g l o r i f y  t h e  G o d  
a n d  Fa t h e r  o f  o u r  Lo rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t .” 


R O M A N S  1 5 : 6

HOW TO BUILD A CHURCH  
“I will build My church.” - Jesus Christ


We’ve said it from the beginning.  By 
bringing our two churches together we are 
creating one new church.  We’ve likened it 
to building one new house using materials 
from two previously existing houses.  Some 
parts will look familiar.  Other parts will be 
new.  


It’s not a perfect metaphor.  We aren’t really 
building the church.  We may swing the 
hammers and lay the flooring, but Jesus 
Christ is the chief architect, the material 
supplier, the financier, and the general 
contractor.  Jesus is the One who is 
building the church.  It is His church.  He 
said, “…on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of hell will not 
prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)  


Since she is His church, the assembly of 
His people (elsewhere, called His bride), 
since He is the builder, the architect, the 
financier, and everything else, it follows that 
He should determine what she looks like 
and how she operates.  As members and 
leaders of the church, we don’t get to “do 
church” any ole way we want.  Anything we 
do as a church and in worship must come 
from Scripture.  The Bible provides the 
blueprints.  Our job is to study them and 
follow them.  


In this article, I will explore God’s way of 
building a true church.  To start, we should 
establish from Scripture what a church is 
and what she does.  


What is the church?   

Later this month, Lord willing, I am going to 
lead a four-part sermon series on the 
church.  In that series I hope to answer four 
questions: (1) What is the church? (2) Who 
leads the church? (3) Who serves the 
church? and (4) What is the Mission of the 
Church?  Please be praying the Lord brings 
fruit from our time together considering 
these matters. The definition I will be 
working from is this (it’s a mouthful): “The 
church is a unified community of Christians 
who regularly gather in Christ’s name to 
affi rm and ove r see one ano the r ’s 
membership in Christ’s kingdom through 
gospel preaching, worship and prayer, the 
observance of baptism and communion, 
and who are empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to fulfill the Great Commission.”  That’s a 
dense sentence, but I think it captures the 
New Testament teaching of what a church 
is.  


Simply put, the church is a gathering of 
Christian disciples who affirm and oversee 
the discipleship of one another through 
God’s various means of grace—preaching, 
prayer, and sacrament. 


AUGUST 2022

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

PRAYER MEETING  
Tuesday & Thursday Evenings, 7pm 

All are welcome! 

WOMEN’S FITNESS CLASS  
Thursday Evenings, 7-8pm in the Gymnasium 
Full Body Workout customized to your own 

intensity level 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
Tuesday, August 2nd 6-8pm 

In the PBC parking lot. All are welcome! 

FAMILY PICNIC 
Saturday, August 7th 12-4pm 

Hosted by Todd & Melina Holsinger 
Bring a picnic lunch, swimsuits, life-jackets, fishing 

poles, and outdoor chairs. 

T H E  “ O N E  V O I C E ”  P E R I O D I C A L  
Welcome to the ONCE VOICE periodical.  This newsletter is meant to inform you of matters relevant to the uniting of 
CornerstonePiqua and Piqua Baptist into one church. Each periodical will include updates on the process, a Frequently 
Asked Questions section, an article or two on theological matters, biographies of the elders, and more.  These 
newsletters are also available in digital format online at CornerstonePiqua.org and PiquaBaptist.org.  

(continued on next page…)

http://CornerstonePiqua.org
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What does the church do? 

Fundamentally, God intends the local church to be a corporate display 
of His glory, the riches of His grace and wisdom, both to unbelievers 
and to unseen spiritual powers.  “…through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the 
eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord…” 
(Eph 3:10-11).  She is likened to the body of Christ, the place where 
His Spirit dwells.  The church exists to bring glory to God and will be 
most fruitful in this mission to closer she resembles her purpose as 
revealed in Scripture.  


The church was born on Pentecost.  The Holy 
Spirit fell upon 120 believers during a prayer 
meeting in Jerusalem, 10 days after the 
Risen Lord Jesus ascended into heaven.  
The Apostle Peter stood up to speak to the 
crowd gathered.  Three thousand souls 
received his word, were baptized, and 
added to the church.  Immediately the 
church of God “devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 
(Acts 2:42)  As the church grew and spread 
into new places, as the Apostles gave 
instruction about the church, these four things 
appeared in one way or another.  These were the priorities of the 
earliest Christians: preaching, prayer, fellowship, sacrament.  Through 
these four things, the word of God multiplied, more believers were 
added to the Lord, both men and women.    


How is a church built?  How does she grow? 

God’s church is built by and grows by her faithful proclamation and 
administration of God’s Word.  Libraries have been written on the 
subject of church health and growth.  At the very least, the Bible 
teaches the church is built using four materials: preaching, prayer, 
discipleship, patience.  We’ll look at each individually.  


THE CHURCH IS BUILT BY PREACHING… 

The first thing we can say about how to build a church is that it is built 
by the faithful preaching of God’s Word.  God creates by speaking.  In 
the Creation account of Genesis 1, God creates by His word.  (The 
phrase “And God said” appears 9 times in chapter 1 alone!)  Psalm 
33:6, “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by 
the breath of his mouth all their host.”  Not only did God create 
everything by His Word, He sustains everything by His Word.  Christ 
“upholds the universe by the word of his power.” (Hebrews 1:3)  
Should the church be any different?  Jesus builds His church by His 
Word—by preaching.  


Consider how the New Testament speaks of church growth.  We tend 
to say, “more people became Christians”.  The book of Acts says, “the 
word of God increased” (6:7; 12:24; 19:20).  We tend to say, “the 
church grew”.  Acts says, “the word of God multiplied”.  We talk about 
church growth; the Bible talks about word growth.  We talk about 
sending missionaries; the Bible talks about the word of the Lord 
speeding ahead and being honored (2Thessalonians 3:1).  


When the Lord promised to build His church in Matthew 16:18, it came 
on the heals of Simon Peter’s right confession of Christ’s identity.  
“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”   By “this 
rock” Jesus is making a play on Peter’s name, which means rock.  The 
Lord is saying that He will build His church on the Apostolic confession 
of His identity.  True preaching of the true gospel of the true Christ will 
build a true church.  


THE CHURCH IS BUILT BY PRAYER… 

The second thing we can say about how to build a church is that it is 
built on prayer.  In the global West, we are hyper-focused on 
productivity and tend toward pragmatism.  Prayer seems 
unproductive.  Prayerlessness is a plague of the Western church.  We 
would do well to remind ourselves that all revivals in recorded history 
started with prayer.  This is because prayer reflects dependence on 
God alone.  It reminds us that converting the lost and building the 
church is God’s work, not ours (1Corinthians 3:6-7).  One only needs to 
look at the example of Paul in the epistles to see how he thought 
about the role of prayer in church growth and health.  (Read Paul’s 
prayers in Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:16-21;    Philippians 1:9-11; 

Colossians 1:9-12; 2Thessalonians 1:11-12.  I 
was greatly encouraged when I first came to 
Piqua Baptist to see folks working through 
the book “Praying With Paul” by D.A. 
Carson. This book works through Paul’s 
recorded prayers, encouraging us to pray 
the way the Apostle prayed for his 
churches.)


If we would see the church established and 
grow in health and number, we ought to pray 
for the faithful preaching of God’s word, for 
the discipling work of the membership, for 
the conversion of the lost, and for 

opportunities to share the good news.  


THE CHURCH IS BUILT BY DISCIPLESHIP… 

Thirdly, the church is built on personal discipleship.  Every follower of 
Jesus is called to help others follow Jesus.  This is the one of the great 
privileges of church membership.  We get to invest ourselves in the 
spiritual well-being of another.  This happens through ordinary one-on-
one conversations about the Lord and the things of God.  It happens 
as we read and discuss books together.  It happens in small groups.  


I’d encourage you—this week!—to invite a fellow member of the 
church to lunch or coffee.  Pick a book to read together and discuss.  
Read scripture, pray, and plan to meet again.  The goal is to get to 
know them, to encourage them in the Lord, and to equip them to do 
the same with someone else in the church.  Discipleship is not the job 
of the pastors only, it is a responsibility we all share.  Paul promises 
that “when each part [of the church body] is working properly…the 
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:16)


THE CHURCH IS BUILT BY PATIENCE… 

Finally, the church is built with patience.  The Ephesians passage 
above promises the church will build itself up in love.  The first 
characteristic of love is patience (1Corinthians 13:4).  Patience is what 
love does under duress. It is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).  All our 
work is to be done with patience.  1Thessalonians 5:14, “And we urge 
you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help 
the weak, be patient with them all.”  Paul told Timothy to follow his 
own example, which was to teach the gospel, live the gospel, and be 
patient (2Timothy 3:10).   Later he charged the young pastor to 
“preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” (4:2)  


Jesus will build His church in His way and in His timing.  While we may 
feel He is slow in His work, His slowness is not slowness, but 
kindness.  He will watch over His word to see that it accomplishes His 
will (cf. Isaiah 55:11).  “Be patient, therefore, brothers (and sisters), 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives 
the early and the late rains. You also, be patient.” (James 5:7-8a)


Swing your hammer, lay the flooring.  Trust that Christ will build His 
church through preaching, prayer, discipleship, and patience.  And the 
gates of Hell will not prevail against it.  ❖

“We talk about church growth; the 
Bible talks about word growth.  We 
talk about sending missionaries; the 

Bible talks about the word of the 
Lord speeding ahead.”
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THE LASTING LEGACY OF ORDINARY BELIEVERS 

It is easy to be impressed by the giants of the Christian faith. We read in the Bible of people like Elijah who stood up to evil kings, of Moses 
who stood before Pharaoh, and of Paul who testified before rulers and hostile Jewish governments. We know of people like Martin Luther 
and John Knox who stood firm in difficult times, speaking the truth to power. We are glad that God has used these people. Their stories are 
memorable. But we are simply not like that. 

Is there anything useful we can really do for the work of God’s kingdom? Even if we feel inadequate, if we are not well-connected to 
powerful people, and if we are not impressive preachers or anything? Well, of course! The vast majority of God’s work in the world is done 
through ordinary Christians, people who in the eyes of the world are no-one special. 

Think more widely of what we read in the Bible. The course of history was changed by people like a servant girl in the household of 
Naaman in 2 Kings 5. A godly landowner named Boaz showed kindness to a foreign immigrant which led to the family line of Jesus. Many 
people in Acts hosted the church in their houses. 

We see this in Acts 8 as well. When persecution hit the church in Jerusalem, the members of the church scattered through the world as they 
ran for their lives. And as they went, they “preached the word wherever they went” (Acts 8:4). The book of Acts goes on to tell us of the 
ministry of Phillip in Samaria, but many people whose names we do not know also spoke to others about Jesus. In fact, later in Acts, Paul 
visits a number of places on his missionary journeys which had churches he did not plant. Christians whose names have been lost in time 
planted them. Their faithful ministry led to people being saved and churches being established. 

Think about who has been most influential on your faith. Perhaps it was your parents who faithfully taught you the Bible, prayed with and 
for you, and took you to church. Maybe it was a teacher or a good friend. The odds are that these people won’t be named in a history book 
for their influence, but they made a massive difference through their faithful, quiet work. 

You too can be a bigger influence on others than you realize. Simply listening to people and encouraging them at church can be influential. 
Your kindness to those who are sick will be remembered. Your involvement in teaching children at church might bear eternal fruit. Paul 
constantly encourages Christians to build one another up; you work in this direction matter more than you think. 

It’s the same with your non-Christian friends. Living a faithful life in front of work colleagues will stand out. Your ethics in the workplace, 
your kindness that cuts across office politics, and your enthusiasm to work well even under a poor manager, will all point to your faith. Who 
knows what impact your faithful life lived in this world might have? 

Keep at it. A consistent, faithful life will be unusual in this world and you may be mightily used for the kingdom of God. Even if you’re not 
like Elijah or John Knox. 

ARTICLE BY PASTOR SIMON VAN BRUCHEM  

(accessed at https://writtenforourinstruction.com/the-lasting-legacy-of-ordinary-believers/ on June 1, 2022)

HISTORY OF THE HYMN: “COME THOU FOUNT” 
The story goes that as an older man, Robert Robinson took a long ride in stage coach in the late 1700’s.  On the ride, a fellow 
passenger asked Robinson what he thought of the hymn she was reading.  She sang it for him.  “Come, Thou fount of every 
blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise.”  Robinson listened.  
He knew the hymn well.  When the woman came to the lines, “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above…”, the old man thought of his own life.   

He remembered his days as a rebellious young man.  Having lost his father early in life, he was too much for his mother to handle.  
She sent him off to the city to apprentice as a barber.  Robinson’s behavior didn’t improve.  He started a gang of troublemakers, 
fond of pulling pranks and causing trouble. 

When the evangelist George Whitefield came into their town, Robinson and his gang got drunk and planned to crash the meeting 
and mock the famous preacher.  As Whitefield expounded the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Lord softened the heart of Robert 
Robinson.  He felt the guilt of his sins, feared the wrath of God, eventually repented and was saved.  At the age of 20, Robinson 
entered the ministry. 

Though formerly uneducated, the Lord would use Robert Robinson fruitfully in gospel ministry.  His Baptist church in Cambridge which started with 34 
people eventually grew to include over 200 families.   

A couple decades into his ministry, he had a crisis of faith.  No one knows why, but physical health, mental illness, and suffering the loss of his 17-year old 
daughter may have been factors.   

In that stage coach those many years later, hearing his fellow passenger recite “Come Thou Fount”, the story goes that Robert Robinson told her that he knew 
the hymn well.  He wasn’t sure he liked it.  “Madam,” he said, “I am the unhappy man who wrote that hymn many years ago; and, I would give a thousand 
worlds, if I had them, if I could feel now as I felt then.”   

Only the Lord knows whether Robinson would feel it again.  In the last sermon he preached, just a few days before his death, there was gospel truth and 
gospel hope.  While Robinson may have turned away from Jesus, Jesus hadn’t turned away from him, but it seems the Lord sealed his wandering heart for the 
courts above. 

ROBERT ROBINSON 
 (1735-1790)

https://writtenforourinstruction.com/the-lasting-legacy-of-ordinary-believers/
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QUESTION: WHAT IS CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?  

Church membership is a formal relationship between a Church and a Christian characterized by the church’s 
affirmation and oversight of a Christian’s discipleship and the Christian’s submission to living out his or her discipleship 
in the care of the church. Church membership is not like membership in a club, where you pay dues and receive 
benefits. Church membership means responding to the call of discipleship in the context of gospel-community. It’s a 
call to contribute, not to consume. Whereas club membership means privilege and perks, church membership means 
selflessness and sacrifice. A member of a local church gives, serves, and sacrifices to see Christ formed in others.  

Through local church membership we affirm—as best as we are able—a person’s salvation. Based upon the spiritual fruit we see evidenced in a 
person’s life, we offer an affirmation they are in Christ. We accept the responsibility of discipleship for one another as we hold out the truth of the 
gospel to the city.  

Hebrews 13:17 instructs us to “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” God expects us to 
obey our leaders. We should know who they are. Membership makes it possible for us to identify those who are keeping watch over our souls. 

Members should make every effort—unless providentially hindered—to be at church on the Lord’s Day and seek to encourage one another as the 
opportunity arises. Hebrews 10:24-25, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” We gather on the 
Lord’s day and throughout the week to promote love, good works, and encouragement within the body. 1Corinthians 12:12-31 teaches that God 
made us dependent on one another. We are one body with many members. Every member is vitally important. For the church to flourish and 
accomplish her mission, every member must do their part. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF THEY DO WHAT THE PASTOR SAYS?! 

You’ve heard me say it dozens of times. “If you’re not a Christian…find someone who looks like a regular around here. Ask 
them to tell you more about becoming a Christian.” Well, what happens when someone actually does? What are you going 
to do if someone taps you on the shoulder this Sunday and asks, “Will you tell me more about becoming a Christian?” What 
are will you do? Here’s what I recommend: 

1. Encourage them! Following Jesus is the most important decision they’ll ever make. Get their name and tell them 

how excited you are that they want to become a Christian. 
2. Make sure they own a Bible. If they don’t grab one from the pew and hand it to them. Even better, buy them one 

yourself. 
3. Set a time to meet with them. Buy them coffee or lunch. Pick a public place, where they’ll feel comfortable.

4. Pray before you go. Ask the Lord to continue to draw them to Himself and give you the words to say. Pray with 

them. New believers need to learn how to pray. Let them hear you pray. Eventually, you’ll want to ask them to lead the 
prayer.

5. Read a gospel with them. I often recommend Mark. It’s short and to the point. Read it together, out loud. After 

each chapter ask them if they have understood what Mark is telling them about the Person of Jesus Christ. As often as you can, explain Who Jesus is 
and why He died on the cross. (“Christianity Explored” is a $5 handbook through Mark for new believers. It’s great to work through with them. I have a 
handful in my Study if you need one.)

6. Give them a Bible Reading Plan. Teach them to develop a life in God’s Word. Nothing is more important to their spiritual growth than this!

7. Encourage regular church attendance.  New believers need to be in church. Be sure to encourage them to keep coming to church. Teach them 

how to listen to sermons. 
8. Give them additional resources. There are plenty of materials available to give to new believers. Some are better than others. Here are several 

good options: “What Is the Gospel?” by Greg Gilbert; “The Walk” by Stephen Smallman; “Training: How Do I Grow As A Christian?” by Isaac Adams; “The 

Holiness of God” by R.C. Sproul.  These books will help new believers grow in their knowledge of God and learn how to follow Christ.
9. Tell them to get baptized. Tell them to go public with their faith. Contact one of your pastors. Schedule a meeting with yourself and the new 

believer to talk about getting baptized. Help them prepare their testimony and be sure to celebrate their baptism. 

I often pray the Lord would give more of you the joy of leading someone to Christ and discipling them. There are few greater joys than being used by God 
to bring someone to faith and maturity. I am jealous for more of you to know that joy! May the Lord be pleased to grant this joy to us ALL!


