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“… t h a t  t o g e t h e r  y o u  m a y  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  g l o r i f y  t h e  G o d  
a n d  Fa t h e r  o f  o u r  Lo rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t .” 


R O M A N S  1 5 : 6

HEALTH CHECK! 
 


Have you ever been to a health screening?  
Depending on your age and gender, you 
may have been screened for high blood 
pressure, diabetes, certain types of cancer, 
even mental health.  No doubt they took 
your body measurements, like height and 
weight.  They might have even checked 
your cholesterol and glucose.  These tests 
provide metrics to determine your physical 
health and fitness.


What if there were a health screening for 
your spiritual life?  What would it test?  
What are the “metrics” of spiritual health?  
Time in the Bible and prayer?  Church 
attendance?  Church membership?  
Giving?  How many old ladies you helped 
cross the street last month?  What are the 
measures of spiritual health and maturity?  


In Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul defined 
Christian maturity as Christlikeness—“the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ…” (v13)  Being a follower of Jesus 
means to become more and more like Him 
and to “walk in the same way in which 
He walked.” (1Jn 2:6)  We follow our 
Savior’s footsteps.  This is the mark of a 
healthy Christian: one who is growing—in 
some measure—into Christl ikeness, 

walking in the same way He walked.


Jesus lived for the glory of God and the 
good of others.  So, a mature Christian—a 
healthy Christian—is someone who lives for 
the same things.  A healthy Christian  is one 
whose whole life is oriented upward and 
outward: upward, for the glory of God and 
outward, for the good of others.  


The Christian lives upward.   

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.” (2Cor 5:17)  
Each of us were once dead in our 
trespasses and sins, following the course of 
this world, under the power of the enemy, 
enslaved to sin, and children of God’s wrath 
(see Ephesians 2:1-3).  But God, who is rich 
in mercy, set His love on us.  He redeemed 
us from our fallen state and gave us new 
life.  Having been saved by God’s grace we 
now live for Him in all things.


As a new creation, we take our marching 
orders from 1Corinthians 10:31, “So, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.”  I take 
this verse to mean that everything in a 
believer’s life is oriented toward to the 
display of and celebration of the glory of 
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CornerstonePiqua and Piqua Baptist into one church. Each periodical will include updates on the process, a Frequently 
Asked Questions section, an article or two on theological matters, biographies of the elders, and more.  These 
newsletters are also available in digital format online at CornerstonePiqua.org and PiquaBaptist.org.  
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God.  From the most ordinary of things, like eating potato chips and 
drinking tea, to the most important of things, like raising children and 
choosing a career, we do it all to the glory of God.  Our God is 
stunningly glorious and thus deserving of all glory in all things.  
Therefore, it is most fitting that our lives would be oriented toward 
bringing glory to God in all things.  


Jesus said of Himself, “I have come down from heaven, not to do 
My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” (John 6:38)  
Elsewhere, He said, “I always do the things that are pleasing to 
Him.” (John 8:29)  Those who’ve been united to Christ by faith are 
given the privilege of walking in the same way He walked—doing the 
Father’s will, the things that are pleasing to Him.  The eyes of the 
Master were always on pleasing His Father.  Through our union with 
Him, His eyes become ours.  The Christian lives upward.  And like 
Jesus, the Christian lives outward.  


The Christian lives outward. 

If our series in Luke has taught us anything, it is that Jesus is a 
teacher.  Throughout His ministry, Jesus revealed the character and 
nature of God to others.  “[N]o one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.” (Mt 
11:27)  Those to whom Jesus has revealed the Father, are given the 
mission of revealing Him to others.  Jesus told His disciples, “As the 
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
(Jn 20:21)  The Great Commission is laid upon 
each of us: “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” (Matt 
28:18-20)  There are four parts to this which beg our 
attention: going, making disciples, baptizing, and teaching.   


First, we go. Notice the outward orientation.  The Christian mission is 
outward, a “going”.  Where do we go?  Look at the examples of the 
Apostles in the book of Acts.  After the Holy Spirit came, some of the 
Apostles went to the nations, carrying the good news to the 
unreached.  Other Apostles remained in Jerusalem.  “Going” today 
involves the same two things.  Some of us go to the nations to serve 
the advance of the gospel among those who’ve never heard.   Some of 
us stay where we are, serving the advance of the gospel here.  You 
either go to the nations with the gospel or you go to the neighborhood 
with the gospel.  As a blood-bought Christian, these are your two 
options.  Not “going” is disobedience.  


Second, we make disciples.  Of the four commands in Matthew 
28:18-20, “make disciples” is the only imperative.  The other verbs 
support this one.  Our “going” is to make disciples.  Our “baptizing” is 
the result of making disciples.  Our “teaching” is what we do with and 
for disciples.  We engage and evangelize unbelievers and we establish 
and equip believers.  


Every disciple of Christ is commanded by Christ to make disciples for 
Christ.  As you are growing in your faith, taking on the character of 
Christ, you will naturally become outward focused, looking to help 
others grow in their faith.  We follow Jesus and we help others follow 
Him.  Who are the people in your neighborhood who don’t know 
Jesus?  How might you begin to engage them?  When was the last 
time you invited a non-believer into your home for a meal and shared 
the gospel?  This summer, consider a backyard BBQ, invite some of 
your church family and some people from your neighborhood.  Do you 

have coworkers who are far from God?  Have you considered starting 
a Wednesday morning bible-study?  Have you invited them to church?


As you engage and evangelize your non-christian neighbors, God may 
be pleased to bring them to faith.  And when He does, you will have 
the privilege of watching them—even taking part in—their baptism.  
Baptize is the third command.  It is the privilege of every Christian to 
see others go public with their faith in baptism.  

    

Finally, we teach others to observe all that Christ has commanded.  
Teaching is not reserved for elders only.  Every Christian has a holy 
obligation to teach others about Jesus.  This is one of the marks of a 
healthy Christian—she sees others in her church who could use some 
encouragement.  She actively seeks out younger Christians who could 
use some help being established in their faith.  A mature Christian is 
one who is both upward and outward in her orientation.  Paul wrote, 
“Older women…are to teach what is good and so train the young 
women…” (Tit 2:3-4)  Sisters, that’s not a good idea; that’s a 
command of God.  As those who have been taught about Jesus, we 
teach others about Him.  


The author of Hebrews told us not to skip church.  That should not be 
surprising.  Unless providentially unable, you should be in church on 
the Lord’s Day.  However the author’s reasoning might surprise you, 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.” (Heb 10:24-25)  Did you catch the reason?  
The reason we commit to regular attendance at 
church is so that we are able to serve others—stir 
them up to love and good works and encourage 
them in the Lord.  How can I encourage someone I 
don’t know and rarely see?  The expectation of the 
New Testament is that we would be a people who 

are deeply committed to learning about and rejoicing in Jesus Christ, 
AND in helping others grow in their knowledge and joy of Him as well.  
How does this work?  Well, there are many ways.  Here are a few 
simple suggestions.  


• Take someone to lunch after church and discuss the points of the 
sermon.  


• Invite that new Christian to coffee and see if they’d be interesting in 
doing a bible study of the gospel of Mark with you once a week.  


• Offer to visit that young mother at her home and help her with the 
laundry and the dishes as you talk about Jesus.  


• Take a biblical counseling class so you can be equipped to help your 
brothers and sisters who are going through tough times.  


• Show up early to church on Sunday and ask someone how they are 
doing and how you might pray for them.  This is a great way to find 
opportunities to encourage them.  Stay a few minutes after church 
for the same reason.  


• Welcome someone into your home for dinner.  Hospitality is a sadly 
under-appreciated discipleship tool.  Sharing a meal with someone in 
a different season of life as you is a great way to make disciples.  


• Buy a house close to your church to alleviate obstacles to church-
centered ministry and to make it easier for your neighbors to attend 
with you.


If there were a health screening for your spiritual life, and some of 
these things were on the list, how would you do?  As our two churches 
are moving toward becoming one church, this is a drum that I will keep 
beating.  Disciple-making is the sign of a healthy christian and it is 
therefore the sign of a healthy church.  We are disciples of Christ 
making disciples of Christ.  That’s not my job; it’s our job.   ❖

“Every disciple of Christ is 
commanded by Christ to make 

disciples for Christ.”
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“One Anothers” I Can’t Find  
in the New Testament 

by Ray Ortland 

The beautiful “one another” commands of the 
New Testament are famous. But it is also 
striking to notice the “one anothers” that do 
not appear there. 

For example, sanctify one another, humble 
one another, scrutinize one another, pressure 
one another, embarrass one another, corner 
one another, interrupt one another, defeat one 
another, sacrifice one another, shame one 
another, marginalize one another, exclude 
one another, judge one another, run one 
another’s lives, confess one another’s 
sins . . . . 

The kind of God we really believe in is 
revealed in how we treat one another. The 
lovely gospel of Jesus positions us to treat one 
another like royalty, and every non-gospel 
positions us to treat one another like dirt.  But 
we will follow through horizontally on 
whatever we really believe vertically. 

Our relationships with one another reveal to 
us what we really believe as opposed to what 
we think we believe, our convictions as 
opposed to our opinions. It is possible for the 
gospel to remain at the shallow level of 
opinion, even sincere opinion, without 
penetrating to the deeper level of conviction. 
But when the gospel grips us down in our 
convictions, we embrace its implications 
wholeheartedly. Therefore, when we mistreat 
one another, our problem is not a lack of 
surface niceness but a lack of gospel depth. 
What we need is not only better manners but, 
far more, true faith. 

Then the watching world might start feeling 
that Jesus himself has come to town: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (John 
13:34-35).

GET TO KNOW THE ELDERS: 

I am Paul Sullenberger, one of the Elders of Piqua 
Baptist Church.   

I grew up in Christiansburg, OH, in Champaign County, 
and graduated from Graham High School in 1971.  I 
met my wife, Elaine, while we were in high school, and 
we were married in October of 1974.  We have two 
grown children, Eric, who teaches sciences at Russia 
Local Schools, and Lora, an Interior Design Specialist 
with the Dollries Group in Cincinnati.  Eric and his wife, 
Rachel have two daughters, Abigail, 16, and Natalie, soon to be 13.   

After high school, I served a 4-year hitch in the US Navy as an Aerographers Mate 
(Weatherman) aboard the aircraft carriers USS John F. Kennedy and USS America.  I enrolled 
in Sinclair College after completing my Navy service, and earned an Associate’s Degree in Law 
Enforcement, graduating in June of 1977.  

In August of 1977, I joined the Piqua Police Department as a Patrol Officer.  I had a variety of 
responsibilities on the PD, serving as a firearms and defensive tactics instructor, defensive 
driving instructor, watch commander and bureau commander.  I served 21 ½ years, and 
retired as Deputy Chief of Police in January, 1999. 

I worked for the former Midwest Micro/Systemax Manufacturing Company for 14 years, and 
when the decision was made to close the factory in 2013, I decided to retire.  Elaine joined me 
in retirement in September, 2015, after 37 years at Third Savings/Unity National Bank.  I now 
have a part-time position at Jamieson and Yannucci Funeral Home, specializing in monument 
and memorial sales, assisting with funerals and other related tasks.   

My hobbies include bicycling, either solo or with Elaine on our tandem, amateur astronomy, 
and I enjoy reading military histories, particularly Civil War and US Naval history.  I’m also a 
fan of the Ohio State Buckeyes, Navy Midshipmen and the Cleveland Browns. 

We began attending Piqua Baptist Church in 1978 after we moved into the city.  I had been 
“baptized” in the Methodist Church at age 14, but I came to realize that everything that led to 
that was not my own decision to accept Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior, but 
merely completing a program for new members in the church.  In early 1980, I did declare 
faith in the message of the Gospel; that Jesus was miraculously born of a virgin, lived a 
sinless life, and took on the burden of my sins, dying on the cross for me, and then conquered 
death by his resurrection from the grave and ascent into heaven.  Only through my faith in 
Him, I now have a guarantee of eternal life with Him in glory.  That faith sustained me many 
times in my Police career, and continues to sustain me in all that I do.  I know that any actions 
apart from faith in Jesus do not guarantee my salvation; it is only my acknowledgement and 
reliance on Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross for my benefit that guarantees my salvation. 

I have held several positions with PBC since we became members, including Deacon, Sunday 
School Teacher, Mission Team leader, Moderator, and Elder.  I seek only to do God’s and 
Christ’s will in my service to this congregation.  I am very excited about the uniting of Piqua 
Baptist and Cornerstone Piqua into one body of believers. 

https://www.esv.org/John%2013%3A34-35/
https://www.esv.org/John%2013%3A34-35/
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QUESTION:  WILL OUR FINANCES REMAIN SEPARATE? 
Yes. Our finances will remain separate during the Negotiation phase.  Members offerings will go 
to their respective churches. Any funds given by guests will go to Piqua Baptist. After we 
become one church our finances will be joined.

QUESTION:  CAN I JOIN THE CHURCH BEFORE THE OUR CHURCHES UNITE? 
We love your interest in church membership!  At this point, the elders have decided to hold off on 
conducting membership classes until after our churches are united. Once the new church is 
formed and a new membership covenant defined, we will conduct membership classes. Stay 
tuned! 

QUESTION: WHERE ARE WE IN THE PROCESS? 
As of early April, we are working to create a combined Statement of Faith/Constitution.  The elders have been greatly encouraged 
by the theological unity our two church’s share.  Most of the major theological matters have been worked through and settled.  In 
the coming weeks, we will proceed to our ecclesiology, what we believe about the church.  There, we will determine church 
governance and structure.  Please pray for God’s grace and wisdom. From there we turn to our methodology, how we do ministry. 

QUESTION: WHY ARE NEGOTIATIONS TAKING SO LONG?  WHEN WILL WE BE DONE?   
We are seeking to move at a pace appropriate to the task. These are important matters and should not be rushed.  We understand 
this complicates ministry in our churches, but we trust it is better in the long run. Thank you for being patient. 

We will be done when a new statement of faith/constitution is completed, a new membership covenant is completed, and the roles 
and responsibilities of officers and leaders are established. We will place the new documents before the membership of the two 
churches to consider before taking a final vote.  

BOOK REVIEW:  

“Gentle & Lowly: The Heart of Christ  
For Sinners and Sufferers” by Dane Ortland 

There are plenty of books written about what Jesus did.  There are plenty 
written on Who Jesus is.  Very few books are written on Who Jesus claimed 
Himself to be.  This is one.  And it is one of the best books I’ve ever read. 

Dane Ortland wrote this book for “the discouraged, the frustrated, the weary, 
the disenchanted, the cynical, the empty. Those running on fumes. Those 
whose Christian lives feel like constantly running up a descending escalator. 
Those of us who find ourselves thinking: ‘How could I mess up that bad—
again?’ It is for that increasing suspicion that God’s patience with us is 

wearing thin. For those of us who know God loves us but suspect we have deeply disappointed him. We have told others of the love of Christ yet wonder 
if—as for us—he harbors mild resentment. Who wonder if we have shipwrecked our lives beyond what can be repaired. Who are convinced we’ve 
permanently diminished our usefulness to the Lord. Who have been swept off our feet by perplexing pain and are wondering how we can keep living 
under such numbing darkness. Who look at our lives and know how to interpret the data only by concluding that God is fundamentally parsimonious.” 

In 23 short chapters, Ortland shows us the heart of Christ.  Drawing from the wisdom of Puritans such as Thomas Goodwin, Richard Sibbes, and John 
Bunyan, Gentle and Lowly comforts and consoles the weary, the wayward, the sinner and the sufferer. He writes, “In the one place in the Bible where the 
Son of God pulls back the veil and lets us peer way down into the core of who he is, we are not told that he is ‘austere and demanding in heart.’ We are not 
told that he is 'exalted and dignified in heart.’ We are not even told that he is ‘joyful and generous in heart.’ Letting Jesus set the terms, his surprising 
claim is that he is ‘gentle and lowly in heart.' Letting Jesus set the terms, his surprising claim is that he is ‘gentle and lowly in heart.’”   

Read this book.  When you’re done, read it again.  After that, give it to a fellow sinner and sufferer and read it with them.  


