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U N T I L  C H R I S T  I S  A L L

From Pastor Jamie 
“His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’” (Mt 25:21) 

Jesus was a master story-teller.  He 
once told a story about a wealthy man 
who went on a trip and entrusted his 
fortune to three servants.  To his most 
capable servant he gave $5 million.  
To the next most capable servant he 
gave $2 million.  To the least capable 
servant he gave $1 million.  When the 
master returned from his trip, he found 
the first and second servants had 
doubled his money through keen 
investments.  The third, however, had 
feared losing the money and buried it 
for safekeeping.  The master rewarded 
the first two servants.  But the third he 
rebuked.  He took his $1 million and 
cast him out of his sight.   

There are many great and powerful 
lessons for us in the Parable of the 
Talents from Matthew 25.  But two 

th ings s tand ou t to me : and 
encouragement and a warning. 

F A I T H F U L N E S S & 
FRUITFULNESS 
I spent 15 years in retail management.  
In retail economics, fruitfulness is 
faithfulness.  Company mangers 
reward fruitfulness with bonuses and 
promotions.  Faithfulness gets a 10-
year pin made of plastic.  

But in Jesus’ story, the master 
rewards the first two servants in the 
same way.  The first servant, his most 
capable, earned him $6 million more 
than the second, but his reward was 
the same.  We see this in the way the 
master praised his servant, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.”  It 
was not his fruitfulness the master 
praised, it was his faithfulness. 

God rewards faithfulness.  This means 
the most gifted Christian is no more 
capable of pleasing God than the least 
gifted Christian… 

(continued on next page)
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

:: MEMBERS MEETING | May 21st, 6p | 

@CornerstonePiqua 

:: MEMORIAL DAY | May 29th 

:: ELDER-LED PRAYER | June 25th, 6p | 

@CornerstonePiqua 

:: CORNERSTONEKIDS YOUTH CAMP | 

July 6-8 | @Lighthouse Camp, St. Mary’s 

Ohio 

CornerstonePiqua exists to proclaim 
the excellencies of Jesus Christ 

through gospel-centered preaching, 
Christ-exalting worship, Christ-forming 

discipleship, and Christlike service in Piqua, Miami 
County, and the world until Christ is all and in all.

THE CORNERSTONEPIQUA NEWSLETTER 
Welcome to the first newsletter of CornerstonePiqua.  We are hoping to use this periodical to inform you of upcoming 
events in our church community, to discuss community matters, and to address issues relevant to the culture. Each 
letter will include a personal letter from Pastor Jamie, an article or two on theological matters, as well as an occasional 
article from a special guest.  These newsletters will also be available in digital form online at CornerstonePiqua.org.  

http://CornerstonePiqua.org
http://CornerstonePiqua.org
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From Pastor Jamie (cont.) 
We all know someone who is more gifted than us—smarter, 
funnier, has better hair.  If we’re not careful, we will compare 
ourselves to them and be tempted to think God loves them 
more.  If God is pleased by faithfulness, then the least able 
servant is equally capable of pleasing God as much as the 
most able.  This is because, in God’s economy, faithfulness is 
fruitfulness.  

Strive to be the most faithful servant of God, no matter your 
capabilities.  If you are a mother of four, seek to please God in 
faithfully folding laundry and picking up toys.  If you are a 
teacher, teach faithfully to the glory of God and good of your 
students.  Be the most faithful worker at your job.  Delight 
yourself in the Lord and do all things well for His sake.  
“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1Cor. 
10:31)   

This parable is of great comfort to all, but it also carries a 
warning.   

BEWARE THAT WICKED IDLE 
The adjectives Jesus use to describe the servant who 
hid his master’s money are sobering, to say the least.  
He calls him “wicked” and “slothful” and “worthless”.  
In Jesus’ story, not a dime of the master’s $1 million was 
lost.  Yet, Jesus describes him as wicked and worthless.  
He casts him into outer darkness, a phrase often 
associated with Hell.  

This was the servant’s excuse, “Master, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground.”  Why did the servant consider his master to be 
so cruel?  The parable doesn’t say.  Perhaps it was 
because he saw his master entrust more money to the 
other servants.  Perhaps, he saw this as unfair.  Perhaps 
he thought he deserved more.  Whatever the reason, he 
hid the master’s money.  He refused to do anything with 
his gift that would benefit his master.   

Many of us are tempted to be like this wicked servant.  
We compare others’ talents and abilities and influence to 
ours.  We doubt whether we have anything to offer, so 
we do nothing.  We bury the master’s gift.  What is this, 
except pride?  Aren’t we subtly blaming God for not 
giving us what we believe we deserve?  Aren’t we 
justifying idleness by blaming God for His unfairness?   

Faithfulness is fruitfulness, but it is not fruit-less-ness.  
God has entrusted His servants with a unique set of 
talents and abilities.  We are called to use those talents 
for His glory in the proclamation of His gospel.  God only 
made one of you.  He equipped you with a set of abilities 

particular to you.  Figure out how to proclaim His gospel 
through those abilities.  And proclaim it faithfully.   

God rewards faithfulness, so be faithful.  This is His joy.  
Enter into the joy of your Master. ❖ 

JESUS-MADE SCIENCE 
C R E A T I O N  C R E A T E S  W O R S H I P  

Studying	 creation	 creates	 worship	 of	 the	 Creator.		
Consider	 the	human	genome.	 	The	genetic	code	 in	
each	 human	 cell	 contains	 23	 DNA	 molecules	 each	
containing	 from	 500	 thousand	 to	 2.5	 million	
nucleotide	 pairs.	 DNA	 molecules	 of	 this	 size	
average	 5	 cm	 in	 length	 when	 uncoiled.	 There	 are	
around	 37	 trillion	 cells	 in	 the	 human	 body	 and	 if	
you’d	uncoil	all	of	the	DNA	encased	in	each	cell	and	
put	 them	 end	 to	 end,	 these	 would	 sum	 to	 a	 total	
length	of	2×1014	meters,	or	enough	for	 17	trips	 from	
earth	to	Pluto	and	back.	 	Just	for	perspective,	Pluto	
is	about	4.6	billion	miles	away.	

That’s	 the	 amount	 of	 genetic	 information	 encoded	
in	 the	 cells	 of	 one	 single	 person.	 If	 this	 were	
translated	into	computer	data,	estimates	exceed	150	
trillion	 Gigabytes!	 	 The	 Psalmist	 is	 right	 when	 he	
writes,	 “I	 praise	 you,	 for	 I	 am	 fearfully	 and	
wonderfully	made.”		Creation	creates	worship!

B O O K S  W E  L O V E  
“One book is enough, but a thousand books is not too many.”  

- Martin Luther 

Consider any number of the following books for your summer reading 
list:

// “Radical” by David Platt  || This book will challenge you to 
reconsider the “American Dream” and how we have manipulated the call 
of Christianity to fit our cultural preferences. 

// “The Weight of Glory” by C.S. Lewis || One of Pastor Jamie’s 
favorite Lewis books. Lewis addresses the deep longings of the human 
heart and desire to be immersed in the beauty of God in Christ.

// “The Pleasures of God” by John Piper || God is the happiest 
Being in the Universe. This book shows how Scripture reveals the 
happiness of God. And you’ll be surprised by how knowing the pleasures 
of God is satisfying to your own soul.

// “The Insanity of Obedience” by Cal Ripkin || Writing under 
a pseudonym, Cal Ripkin lifts the veil on the persecuted church across the 
world. See how persecution reveals the true power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Read this book and become a missionary! 
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THE GLORY OF PLODDING 
By Kevin DeYoung 

It’s sexy among young people—my generation—to talk about ditching 
institutional religion and starting a revolution of real Christ-followers 
living in real community without the confines of church. Besides being 
unbiblical, such notions of churchless Christianity are unrealistic. It’s 
immaturity actually, like the newly engaged couple who think romance 
preserves the marriage, when the couple celebrating their golden 
anniversary know it’s the institution of marriage that preserves the 
romance. Without the God-given habit of corporate worship and the 
God-given mandate of corporate accountability, we will not prove 
faithful over the long haul. 

What we need are fewer revolutionaries and a few more plodding 
visionaries. That’s my dream for the church—a multitude of faithful, 
risktaking plodders. The best churches are full of gospel-saturated 
people holding tenaciously to a vision of godly obedience and God’s 
glory, and pursuing that godliness and glory with relentless, often 
unnoticed, plodding consistency. 

My generation in particular is prone to 
radicalism without followthrough. We have 
dreams of changing the world, and the world 
should take notice accordingly. But we’ve 
not proved faithful in much of anything yet. 
We haven’t held a steady job or raised godly 
kids or done our time in VBS or, in some 
cases, even moved off the parental dole. We 
want global change and expect a few more 
dollars to the ONE campaign or Habitat for 
Humanity chapter to just about wrap things up. What the church and 
the world needs, we imagine, is for us to be another Bono—Christian, 
but more spiritual than religious and more into social justice than the 
church. As great as it is that Bono is using his fame for some noble 
purpose, I just don’t believe that the happy future of the church, or the 
world for that matter, rests on our ability to raise up a million more 
Bonos (as at least one author suggests). With all due respect, what’s 
harder: to be an idolized rock star who travels around the world touting 
good causes and chiding governments for their lack of foreign aid, or to 
be a line worker at GM with four kids and a mortgage, who tithes to his 
church, sings in the choir every week, serves on the school board, and 
supports a Christian relief agency and a few missionaries from his 
disposable income? 

Until we are content with being one of the million nameless, faceless 
church members and not the next globe-trotting rock star, we aren’t 
ready to be a part of the church. In the grand scheme of things, most of 
us are going to be more of an Ampliatus (Rom. 16:8) or Phlegon (v. 14) 

than an apostle Paul. And maybe that’s why so many Christians are 
getting tired of the church. We haven’t learned how to be part of the 
crowd. We haven’t learned to be ordinary. Our jobs are often mundane. 
Our devotional times often seem like a waste. Church services are often 
forgettable. That’s life. We drive to the same places, go through the 
same routines with the kids, buy the same groceries at the store, and 
share a bed with the same person every night. Church is often the same 
too—same doctrines, same basic order of worship, same preacher, 
same people. But in all the smallness and sameness, God works—like 
the smallest seed in the garden growing to unbelievable heights, like 
beloved Tychicus, that faithful minister, delivering the mail and apostolic 
greetings (Eph. 6:21). Life is usually pretty ordinary, just like following 
Jesus most days. Daily discipleship is not a new revolution each 
morning or an agent of global transformation every evening; it’s a long 
obedience in the same direction. 

It’s possible the church needs to change. Certainly in some areas it 
does. But it’s also possible we’ve changed—and not for the better. It’s 
possible we no longer find joy in so great a salvation. It’s possible that 
our boredom has less to do with the church, its doctrines, or its poor 
leadership and more to do with our unwill ingness to tolerate 
imperfection in others and our own coldness to the same old message 

about Christ’s death and resurrection. It’s 
possible we talk a lot about authentic 
community but we aren’t willing to live in it. 

The church is not an incidental part of God’s 
plan. Jesus didn’t invite people to join an 
anti-religion, anti-doctrine, anti-institutional 
bandwagon of love, harmony, and re-
integration. He showed people how to live, to 
be sure. But He also called them to repent, 
called them to faith, called them out of the 

world, and called them into the church. The Lord “didn’t add them to 
the church without saving them, and he didn’t save them without 
adding them to the church” (John Stott). 

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things” (1 Cor. 13:7). If we truly love the church, we will bear with her in 
her failings, endure her struggles, believe her to be the beloved bride of 
Christ, and hope for her final glorification. The church is the hope of the 
world—not because she gets it all right, but because she is a body with 
Christ for her Head. 

Don’t give up on the church. The New Testament knows nothing of 
churchless Christianity. The invisible church is for invisible Christians. 
The visible church is for you and me. Put away the Che Guevara t-
shirts, stop the revolution, and join the rest of the plodders. Fifty years 
from now you’ll be glad you did. 

[Article originally appeared in TableTalk Magazine, May 1st, 2010]

“If he give me credit for being a plodder he will 
describe me justly. Anything beyond that will 

be too much. I can plod. I can persevere in any 
definite pursuit. To this I owe everything.” 

- William Carey, Missionary to India

July 6-8 Grades 6-9
S I G N  U P  O N L I N E  A T  C O R N E R S T O N E P I Q U A . O R G

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2016.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%206.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%2013.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2016.8
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:: Claudine Lehmann, 5th 

:: Mason Powers, 6th 

:: Celinda Shade-Craduck, 9th 

:: Sage Smith, 10th 

:: Julian Stearns, 12th 
:: Payten Nitschke, 14th 

:: Simon Deeren, 15th

Moana may be the most visually beautiful movie Disney has ever made. At times, it 
is outright stunning.  The film’s soundtrack may even be their best yet.  Yet, for all 
Moana’s brilliant sights and sounds, the message is…less remarkable.  It’s warmed 
over, run-of-the-mill Disney-branded, self-saving individualism.   

For the two of  you who haven’t seen it, Moana is about a teenaged Polynesian 
princess with a dim-witted chicken sidekick.  The ocean has chosen Moana to return 
the heart stone of  the creator goddess, Tafiti, which had been stolen by a self-
congratulating demigod named Maui.  She does, of  course, and saves the South 
Pacific.  [Spoiler Alert!] 

All the Polynesian spiritual overtones aside, it’s the worldview which deserves 
attention.  Like Frozen a few years earlier, Moana raises self-discovery to an almost 
holy height.  The greatest virtue is obeying one’s inner voice, guiding and directing 
and actualizing you.  Righteousness is found in realizing who you are.  At one 
particularly revealing moment, Moana’s grandmother sings to her, “You are your 

father's daughter…Mind what he says but remember, you may hear a voice inside. And if the voice starts to whisper to follow the farthest 
star, Moana, that voice inside is who you are.”  This is a grandmother telling her teenage granddaughter to obey her father unless her 
inner voice says to do something different.  The inner voice is the sovereign, it is the unquestionable Lord of  your life.  Like I said, 
warmed-over, self-saving, expressive individualism. 

The Bible has something to say about listening to the “inner” voice and following your heart.  Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?”  Jesus taught, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.” (Mt 15:19)  If  the heart produces evil thoughts and is most 
deceitful, then it should not be trusted to lead us or teach us anything.  That means the advice to follow our heart, that “voice 
inside”, not just bad but spiritually lethal.   

The Proverbs tell us to do the opposite, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away 
from evil.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)  We cannot trust ourselves to find the right way through life.  Our heart is sick with sin.  Instead, we 
are to seek God for direction and for questions of  identity.   

We need a new heart because ours is broken, bent toward evil constantly.  When King David repented for his sin, he asked the Lord 
to give Him a clean heart (Ps. 51:10).  As we turn from sin and place our faith in Jesus Christ, God gives us a new heart.  He gives 
us eyes to see just how wicked we are and how good He is.  And He gives us a mind to understand His Word, where we can find the 
only advice that can save us—“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” (Acts 16:31)  

My recommendation: pop some popcorn and enjoy the movie.  Personally, I loved it.  Use the film as the perfect opportunity to 
deconstruct our modern-day worldview with your family and point them to Christ.

M O V I E  R E V I E W S :   
M O A N A  ( 2 0 1 6 )  

Movies preach. Here we deconstruct the theology of film.

B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S

1 :: Kelly Binkley 

4 :: Maddox Deeren 

5 :: Steve Minter 

16 :: Lyric Deeren 
     :: Whitney Powers 

24 :: Todd Layman 
  
27 :: Tina Flora
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5 :: Nick & Yvonne Arling 

24 :: Steve & Bonnie Creager 
     :: Dan & MJ Larger 

28 :: Pete & Kelly Binkley 
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26 :: Todd & Diere Layman 

27 :: Jeff & Diana Goodwin 

29 :: Cory & Mary Breth 
     :: Matt & Tina Flora 


