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The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
we go in Jesus’ name to bring glad
tidings to the poor, God’s favor to
proclaim. ELW 551, v. 1
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CONTACT US
www.ctkbozeman.org
Phone: 406-587-4131
Follow us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
ctkbozeman

Have you ever had the
experience of seeing something
so frequently that you no longer
really see it? Maybe it’s a picture
on your wall, or the mountains
surrounding Bozeman, or
anything that becomes part of
the visual backdrop or wallpaper
of your life.
I have that experience with the
signs posted around CtK’s
building: nursery, restrooms,
etc. I’m not looking for
information, so the signs just
fade into the background.
When I visit other
congregations, though, I’m more
likely to notice what they’ve got
posted on their walls. Two
come to mind. Above the door
from the parking lot: “Servants’
entrance.” And in another
congregation, above the exit
from the sanctuary: “You are
now entering the mission field.”
Both signs serve as reminders of
who we are, and what we are

called to do. We are servants,
called and sent to serve. As the
CtK Council discerned lifting up
“Engagement Through Service and
Outreach” as a target and
emphasis for the next year, we
will be exploring just what that
means to us.
As I pray about raising up service
as part of what it means to be a
member of CtK (and a mark of
discipleship for all people who
follow Jesus), I’m thinking about
how our language sometimes
helps, and sometimes gets in the
way. I was reminded of a passage
in Change the World: Recovering the
Message and Mission of Jesus, by
Methodist pastor Mike Slaughter.
He writes that he prefers the
term “servants” over “volunteers”
because “volunteers serve at their
own convenience while servants
serve at the discretion of one
who calls.”
What do you think? Are
volunteers and servants the same?
Do you think Mike Slaughter is
correct? Does it make a
difference to think of God calling
you to serve the poor and those

in need, instead of “volunteering”
to do so?
The goal that goes with
“Engagement Through Service and
Outreach” is “A growing number
of congregation members report
they are providing care,
compassion, and mentorship within
the congregation, neighborhood
and community, meeting people
where they are.”
What will that look like for you
this summer? Let’s talk.
Serving with you,
Pastor Lindean
We go to comfort those who mourn
and set the burdened free; where
hope is dim, to share a dream and
help the blind to see. ELW 551, v. 2
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Every Day Prayer

Family Promise of Gallatin Valley
The mission at Family Promise Gallatin Valley is
simple, to end homelessness, one family at a time.
Since 2006, Family Promise of Gallatin Valley in
Montana has been a non-profit organization
working with a large base of local volunteers to
provide shelter, meals, training and many other
necessities to bring lasting solutions to families in
need.
Local agencies refer families to the Family Promise
network. All guests are screened by our
professional staff to ensure there is no active
substance abuse, risk of violence, or serious mental
illness. Family Promise families work actively with
our case manager as well as local social service
agencies to find employment, childcare, affordable
housing — allowing them to develop the skills they
need to regain their independence, and keep it!

meals, and compassionate hospitality for up to four
homeless families. Christ the King will be privileged
to partner with Fresh Life Church
(www.freshlife.church/) to act as a host
congregation June 10th through June 23rd and
again on July 29th through August 12th. A
volunteer sign-up sheet is located in the narthex.
Volunteers are the core of the Family Promise
network. At each site, volunteers cook meals,
socialize with guests, play with children and stay
overnight. They also help care for the Day Center
as well as fundraising activities and guest events
throughout the year.

Volunteers have contributed over 85,000 direct
hours of service since March 10, 2006!
Additionally, over 3,600 nights of warm shelter and
60,000 home-made meals have
Eleven host
congregations
and
ten partner been provided to Family
congregations are active participants.
All Promise guests.
congregations have a skilled volunteer coordinator
who actively recruits and organizes the
2,000 trained volunteers who provide direct guest For more information about
services.
Christ the King is an active host Family Promise of Gallatin
congregation with Lucy Peterson acting as our Valley or how you can help,
please contact Lucy Peterson
volunteer coordinator.
at 580-8866.
About five times each year, for one week at a time,
each host congregation provides a place to sleep,

Join Us - CtK Women’s Event
Do you love flowers? Would you like to make a flower arrangement to decorate your home? Please
join the Women of CtK for an evening of fellowship and flower arranging fun on Friday, June 22nd from
6:00-9:00pm at the Malmo residence. Cost for this event is $30 and will include a vase, flowers and
expert floral arranging guidance from Richelle Koffman of Bozeman Flowers.
Please pre-register in the church office or with Tana Malmo to attend this evening of fun and fellowship!

He wakes me up; He makes me sleep.
Provides for me the food I eat.
When I cry, I call on him,
Because I know with him I win.
Even through the hardest day,
I trust in him in every way.
He's the One who sees me through,
Jesus lives, I know it's true.
With loving kindness, he smiles on me.
Because he died, I am free.
Lord, for all, I thank you so,
I know you'll never let me go!
-- Esther Lawson

Kids’ Corner
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2018 Vacation Bible School
Ephesians 2:8, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”

WHEN:

August 20-24, 9am - 12pm

WHO:

Kids Pre-K through entering the 5th grade

COST:

Free of Charge!

Interested in volunteering? Contact JP Carlson at cyf@ctkbozeman.org
or call 406-587-4131
To register, please fill out a registration form located on the table in the
narthex or on our website www.ctkbozeman.org under the Children, Youth & Family heading.

Synod Assembly Voting Member Report by Michael & Sharon Beehler
The 2018 Synod Assembly and Theological
Conference was held in Great Falls, June 1-3,
2018. Christ the King’s contingent included
Prs. Grant and Lindean Barnett Christenson,
Dr. John Sheppard Lay Pastoral Associate
(LPA), and delegates, Dr. Michael and Dr.
Sharon Beehler. Every other year the Assembly
foregoes extensive business items in lieu of
discussion about spiritual development for
congregations, the Synod, and the world-wide
church. This year’s theme, “Strengthen
Congregations,” addressed this call.
Consequently, the Assembly heard from two
keynote speakers (Linda Bobbitt and Pr.
Brenda Smith), participated in numerous
workshops, heard “Pop Up” stories from
Montana congregational representatives,
shared in two Eucharist services, heard a Bible
study, and participated in a Hymn Sing and
Dedication of the new Synod House, in
addition to taking part in the usual, but
abbreviated, business meeting. Approximately
250 pastors, lay voting members, and guests
attended the Assembly. Bishop Jessica Crist
presided over the Assembly and inspired us all
to make our congregations places of caring,
prayer, and service. Keynoter Linda Bobbitt
offered us understanding and resources aimed
at “Congregational Vitality,” while Pr. Brenda
Smith focused our attention on “Faith
Practices.” The Bible study led by Pr. Mark
Gravrock put us in touch with Paul’s prayer for
us in the book of Ephesians and made us more
aware of the challenges faced by Jesus’s
disciples as they were sent to communities
regarded by them as alien. One event that had
special meaning for us from Bozeman was the
installation of Pr. Kathie Aasheim as the MSU
Lutheran Campus Pastor. The entire “LuMin”
Board, including Michael Beehler, shared in

that holy moment. The Synod House
dedication also touched our hearts as the longterm project came to fruition. A tree planted
in the Synod House yard was blessed as a
partner tree to one planted in Wittenberg in
celebration of the 500th anniversary of Martin
Luther. A dozen workshops were offered
during two separate sessions, so Assembly
participants each chose two to attend. Sharon
went to the ones on Stewardship and on the
ELCA Interreligious draft statement. Both
were beneﬁcial and she returned with
resources for our Stewardship Team and a
better understanding of the ELCA position on
Interfaith ministry. Michael followed up on
Linda Bobbitt’s keynote address by attending
her workshop on Congregational Vitality. He
then joined Sharon at Pr. Miriam Schmidt’s
workshop on the Interreligious draft
statement. Pr. Lindean chose the workshop
on “Engaging the Congregation in Difficult
Conversations”. In addition to services of
morning prayer and the two inspirational
services of Holy Communion (one of which
was a Native American Liturgical Celebration
and included a procession of delegates offering
each congregation’s estimate of giving to the
Synod), several social events helped us connect
with our Montana colleagues and Bozeman
friends. The University of Montana and
Montana State University Campus Ministries
hosted an Assembly-wide reception on
Saturday that was followed by the annual
banquet. There were also lots of informal
moments of good conversation and storysharing. (On Saturday night, after the banquet,
the Bozeman attendees—minus the Barnett
Christensons who were accompanied by
sleepy children—from Hope and CtK gathered
at the Sip-and-Dip to engage in lively discussion

and watch the “mermaids!”) The voting
measures before the Assembly included the
2019 Budget and the election of Synod ofﬁcers
and representatives. These matters were
handled expeditiously, as was a request by one
delegate to send a memorial (or
recommendation) to the Churchwide
Assembly, mandating the need for assistance by
the ELCA to cover the cost of seminary
students entering the ministry. The memorial
was prompted by the decline in seminary
enrollments and the ﬁnancial burden faced by
so many graduates entering a calling with small
monetary recompense. After some discussion,
this memorial was passed by the Assembly. All
in all, the three days of gathering and Christcentered learning and prayer, proved highly
inspirational for us all. I found myself
connecting to a much larger Body of Christ,
one that provides resources previously
unknown to me. For example, I learned about
the ELCA retirement home in Kalispell with its
new Villas at Buffalo Terrace. This residential
community includes independent and assisted
living accommodations, as well as a memory
care unit. Along with St. John’s “Crossings”
facility in Laurel, Immanual Lutheran
Communities in Kalispell is afﬁliated with the
Montana Synod of the ELCA. These homes
provide loving, faithful, and trustworthy care to
Montana’s elderly Lutherans. This is only one
example of the great information shared with
delegates at the Assembly. Faith building and
community building were the touchstones of
our weekend in Great Falls. Christ the King
will hear more about the work of the Montana
Synod in the weeks and months ahead, and we
give thanks to God for his work in our lives
and our church through Jesus Christ.
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Christ-like Servant Leadership

What a delight to have an opportunity to
write to a (nearly) captive audience about
one of my favorite topics - Servant
Leadership. A year and a half ago the
congregation lifted up lay-leadership
development as a priority within the
CtK community. Of course there is no
one-size-fits-all model for this but seeing
the desire among the CtK family to bring
intentionality to how we lead was
powerful. Enter KINDLE. KINDLE is an
organization I have been involved in for the
past five years. It’s mission is to foster and
multiply Christ-like servant leaders to
enhance the ministry of congregations in
their communities and the world. Our
pastoral staff graciously offered a greenlight to take the first steps of engaging CtK
members in this endeavor. For the past
eight weeks a pilot group of CtK members
has been meeting weekly in a small group
“cluster” to begin the servant leader

kindling. The CtK church staff has been
meeting separately, but in parallel, to also
invest in this curriculum and training with a
bigger vision of eventually sharing a
common CtK culture and language around
Christ-like Servant Leadership.
Our faith tells us that we all have the
capacity for Christ-like Servant
Leadership. It is a matter of owning and
celebrating our identity as a beloved Child
of God (restored, gifted and
called). Robert Greenleaf - who coined
“Servant Leadership” - wrote that in the
wake of a servant leader you will find those
served "become healthier, wiser, freer,
more autonomous, more likely themselves
to become servants.” These past eight
weeks I have treasured a place at the table
with six other souls. We have shared in
mutual vulnerability, explorations of gifts,
scripture, and discernment for God’s

CtK Youth and Children’s Ministry

by Leah Anderson

calling. In the wake of this KINDLE group I
have undoubtedly experienced greater
health, wisdom, and freedom as I was
supported by my CtK brothers and
sisters. I look forward with joy to
continuing the Servant Leader journey with
more CtK family.
The KINDLE model of Christ-like Servant
Leadership development cultivates a
multiplying effect. In literal terms, we look
forward to gathering KINDLE group after
KINDLE group over the next few years
with the knowledge that those involved will
emerge as servant leaders in their
workplace, home and CtK - and consider
leading their own KINDLE groups. If you
have an interest in participating in a
KINDLE group we hope to launch another
“cluster” late fall. Please let me or the
pastors know of your interest. To learn
more about KINDLE please visit:
www.kindleservantleaders.org/
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The verse for all things related to children’s and
youth ministry this summer is Ephesians 2:8: “For
by grace you have been saved through faith, and
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.”

By Grace we are sending nine youth and two adults to Houston, Texas for the ELCA Youth Gathering, June 27th - July 2nd.

Join

us in worship on Sunday, June 24th as we give this group a proper send-off.

By Grace the CtK and Hope Lutheran youth groups are
joining forces for the Middle School Service Plunge, August
13th - 16th. Registration forms are available on our website,
www.ctkbozeman.org and in the narthex.

By Grace CtK is hosting Vacation Bible School, August 20th
- 24th. Register by filling out the form available on our website,
www.ctkbozeman.org or on the table in the narthex.

My Personal KINDLE Cluster Experience - Allison Olsen
I am not a morning person. I don’t do meetings before 9:15am. And yet, I said “yes” to the KINDLE group when Leah asked
me. I made the right choice.
Familiar with most people in the group when we started, it was powerful to spend time talking to one another, sharing our
lives each week. The trust we developed and the conversations held were beautiful: worth a morning alarm. Together, we
explored scripture and our interpretations, wondered about how we might take up “servant leadership,” and built a
community of CtK outside the church building. Each week I felt valued, heard, and appreciated. The close of meetings made
me want to take a hike (literally) and continue conversation, indicating my readiness to move some of our ideas into action
and remain together.

CtK Council Highlights

By Grace you are invited to join us for Worship on
Wednesday (WoW). Join us at 6:30pm for dinner in the
social hall and 7:00pm for worship outside around the fire pit.
WoW is schedule for June 20th, July 25th and August 22nd.

Questions? Want to Serve? Contact JP Carlson, cyf@ctkbozeman.org or 406-587-4131
by Sharon Beehler, CtK Council President

The CtK Council meets once a month. At the May
10th meeting, we opened with prayer and devotion.
We received a report from the Building and Grounds
Ministry Team concerning the purchase of a new
lawnmower and a plan for improving the acoustics in
the Social Hall. Council approved both requests. CtK
received thanks from the Bozeman School System for
our contributions to the Shelf, as well as from the
Synod for our contribution to the Disaster Relief
Fund. We continued our discussion of the proposal
from the City to install a drainage pond on our
southeast corner and create an easement along our
Durston Road frontage, both of which will entail
compensation to CtK. This work will be done in
conjunction with the creation of a traffic circle at the
corner of Durston and Ferguson and is planned to
begin this summer. Council moved and seconded that

the congregation accept this proposal which they did
on May 27th. We have notified the congregation that
a vote on the motion would occur during worship on
Sunday, May 27th. Further business included the
decision to establish a congregation-wide focus on
“Engagement Through Service and Outreach,” one of
the Critical Targets in our Strategic Direction Plan.
Ministry teams will put energy into this focus by
engaging in mission within and outside our
congregation. Every aspect of the teams’ work will
take into account how it contributes to and enhances
service and outreach. Establishment of this focus is
the preliminary step towards understanding our
mission in the community prior to the formation of a
group to examine and determine what our vision for
the future of CtK might include. As always, we
concluded our meeting with a prayer.

Through your generous support, over $1,600
was raised on our Wall O’ Support to help send
our nine youth and two adult chaperones to the
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas!

CtK Supports
BHS Shelf
•

$300 in restaurant
and grocery store gift
cards donated

•

$410 collected by our
Sunday School for
donation

THANK YOU!

CtK congratulates Nicole Anderson, 2018 Belgrade High School graduate! Nicole will be attending
Montana State University this fall pursuing a degree in Music Education. CtK has also selected
Nicole as the recipient of the 2018 Gerald I. Erickson memorial scholarship. We pray that God will
richly bless Nicole as she enters this new phase of her life!
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CtK In Pictures
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Dr. Leah Anderson with Andrew
Steele, Director of ELCA Global
Church Sponsorship
CtK was awarded the HRDC Warming
Hearts Award for 2017-2018

CtK Mowing
ELCA Youth Gathering
Fundraiser at Noodles & Co.

Fort Night - May 19, 2018

April 2, 2018

EASTER EGG HUNT AND BRUNCH
Sunday School is AWESOME!

Nielsen Sisters (and niece) Performing Special Music
June 3, 2018

Rummage Sale - May 5, 2018

