Christ the King Lutheran
Church - September 2018

Christ the King Lutheran Church
4383 Durston Road
Bozeman, MT 59718

Dear Friends in Christ,

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
Montana Faith &
Environment
Coalition

•

Sep 5 - Youth Group Kickoff 6:00pm dinner with activities until 8:00pm

•

Sep 9 - God’s work. Our hands (Details on Cover Page)

•

Sep 16 - Sunday School and Adult Forum Kickoff 9:00am

•

Sep 23 - Roots of Injustice, Seeds of Change Workshop, First Presbyterian Church
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2:30-4:30 pm
•

Oct - Women’s Cake Decorating Event - Date Being Finalized

•

Oct 2 - Dec 11 Grief Support Group on Tuesdays

•

Oct 4 - Pet Blessings (Location To Be Determined)

•

Oct 12-13 - FSCA Conference (Details Page 2)

•

Oct 14 - New Members Class at CtK 4:30pm with dinner served

•

Oct 21 - Crop Walk

•

Oct 28 - Reformation Sunday

•

Oct 28 - Trunk or Treat

•

Nov 4 - All Saints Sunday

•

Nov 18 - Potato Bar & Auction Fundraiser for CtK Youth

•

Nov 21 - Thanksgiving Eve Service and Pieluck

•

Dec 2 - Advent Begins

CONTACT US
www.ctkbozeman.org
Phone: 406-587-4131
Follow us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
ctkbozeman

narthex loaded with school
supplies for Lutheran World
Over and over again this summer, I was reminded of
Relief School kits, which will be assembled on the
how connected we are, how our lives are intertwined
2018 “God’s work. Our hands.” Day of Service,
and how much what affects one can affect so many.
September 9th. The annual day of service is a
Smoke from California wildfires can do that. And over
wonderful time to connect with members and friends
and over again, I’ve been thankful for this
of CtK, and make a real difference in lives close to
congregation: sending youth to camp and to the ELCA
home and far away.
Youth Gathering in Houston, council members
committing to daily Bible reading and weekly time
Throughout this school year, much of what we do
together for study and prayer, gathering at Hyalite for together will be shaped by the first target of our
worship and baptisms in the reservoir, supporting the strategic direction: Engagement through service and
Middle School Service Plunge and Vacation Bible
outreach. Your council, staff, and ministry teams will
School teams, and the myriad ways you rallied around actively seek to engage a growing number of CtK
the Anderson and Nielsen families with prayer, food,
members in service, and together we’ll reach out to
love, and support in the midst of tragedy.
the neighborhoods and communities around
Through the tears, it was beautiful to see,
us to engage them, too. We are more
and a faithful witness to the One in
connected than we often recognize, and it is
whose name the Spirit calls us to life in
good news. We have been called to
loving community. For all of that, I give
community in Christ, and through us, God
God thanks.
is still calling, always drawing us together in
love. It is beautiful to see.
I’m also trying to stay more tuned-in to
how God is always at work connecting
I look forward to sharing my Bolivian
us. The last Sunday of August we were blessed to
journey with you upon my return.
welcome Andrew Steele, Director of ELCA Global
Serving with you,
Church Sponsorship, back to CtK to share about the
Pastor Lindean
ways we are connected to Lutherans around the
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with
world. And as I write at the end of August, I am
preparing to join the Montana Synod delegation to our another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all other lives:
Companion Synod in Bolivia, from September 4th-16th. So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for
self alone, but for the common good; and, as we seek a
I’ll join Bishop Jessica Crist, two other pastors, three
proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the
lay pastoral associates and a retired Spanish teacher,
to learn from our brothers and sisters in Christ in La rightful aspirations of other workers, and arouse our
concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus
Paz and Cobija, experience church in their contexts,
share about the lay pastoral associate program in the Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Prayer for Labor
Montana Synod, and celebrate with them the 80th
Day, from the Book of Common Prayer)
anniversary of the Bolivian Lutheran Church (Iglesia
Evangelica Luterana Boliviana). There’s a table in the

Sunday, September 9, 2018 immediately
following worship (lunch provided)
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) website states that this
day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the ELCA – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love
our neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as
Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life –
flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Join your CtK family in service. We will be working together on service projects that include: assembling
Lutheran World Relief school supply kits, CtK yard work and making cookie boxes for delivery to first
responders in our community. All are welcome to participate!
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FRIDAY & SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 & 13
BOZEMAN, MONTANA - EMERSON
CENTER FOR THE ARTS & CULTURE
The Montana Faith & Environment Coalition is hosting the first
Faith, Science & Climate Conference (FSCA) to empower faith- and
science-oriented individuals and communities to learn how to
collaborate on climate change and environmental justice issues. For
more information, visit the website at www.fscaconference.org

Sunday School meets at 9:00am on Sunday
mornings prior to worship beginning on
September 16th!
CtK Youth Group, grade six through high
school meets on Wednesday evenings at
6:00pm for dinner followed by activities and
ending at 8:00pm.

The Montana Faith
and Environment Coalition (MFEC)
The MFEC is an interfaith organization of religious ministers and scientists from Billings, Bozeman, and Missoula,
and is the organizing body behind this conference. The intent is to create a supportive environment for
participants to discuss climate change and our moral obligations to families, neighbors, future generations, and
vulnerable populations. MFEC seeks to become a Montana-wide coalescing organization for faith-led action on this
issue. Their main goal is to bring religious leaders and laypersons from the across the state together and enter into
dialogue about how theological and spiritual teachings from a faith-based perspective inform a wide array of
societal actions on global climate change, and to provide tools for action to address these changes.
Over the last three years, Faith and Climate Action Montana has grown into an interfaith network of more than
150 individuals from over fifteen faith communities. They have planted trees for Earth Day, started Green Teams
at several churches, held educational forums and dialogues, and supported clean energy policy, among other
activities. It turns out that this group fills an important niche. Those who attend meetings and events are relieved
to find a space where their spirituality or religious tradition and their concern for the environment — two
dimensions of their identity that are often seen as separate, or worse, at odds — are joined in a sense of deep
purpose. They work to educate individuals and faith communities about climate science and impacts, create space
for spiritual reflection on climate-related social and environmental issues, and facilitate action to address the
climate crisis via advocacy and local organizing.

Pastor Grant will be offering a grief support group, beginning on Tuesday, October 2 nd at 6:30pm. The group will meet for 90
minutes during a ten week timeframe. The group will be using the resource “Understanding Your Grief” by Dr. Alan Wolfelt.
Dr. Wolfelt’s philosophy is that we “companion” the mourner, not “treat” them. We learn from the mourner and are not the
“experts.” The group will embrace that philosophy and approach. There are ten primary touchstones that the group will focus
on over the ten week period to include:
Touchstone One - Open to the presence of Your Loss. Naming the loss. Sharing pictures of loved ones. Giving each other permission
to tell our story.
Touchstone Two - Dispel the Misconceptions about Grief. There are many cultural roadblocks that prevent us from acknowledging
and feeling our loss. We will name them and bolster each other to defend our right to grieve.
Touchstone Three - Embrace the Uniqueness of Your Grief. Everyone’s story of loss is different. We will take time to let each person define their
experience.
Touchstone Four - Explore Your Feelings of Loss. Everyone mourns differently and expresses themselves differently. We honor the tears, the laughter, the
anger, and the sadness of grief by creating a safe environment to express the emotions we feel.
Touchstone Five - Recognize You Are Not Crazy. Because grief can be such a strong response, we often wonder if we “are going crazy in our grief.”
We will affirm each other’s journey and do our best to normalize the experience of expressing grief.
Touchstone Six - Understand the Six Needs of Mourning. Accept the reality of the death. Let yourself feel the pain of the loss. Remember the person
who died. Develop a new self-identity after the death. Search for meaning. Let others help you-now and always.
Touchstone Seven - Nurture Yourself. Mourning is the public expression of grief. It can wear us down. We explore ways to be kind and caring to ourselves.

If you missed a Sunday sermon or
just want to hear it again, our
sermons are posted on our
website at www.ctkbozeman.org
under the Worship heading.
Please check it out!

Please join us for
worship with Holy
Communion on Sunday
mornings at
10:00am at CtK!

Touchstone Eight - Reach Out for Help. We don’t have to walk this journey alone. We explore ways family, friends, and compassionate people can help us.
Touchstone Nine - Seek Reconciliation, Not Resolution. We acknowledge that there is “no closure” in mourning the death of our loved one. We come
to acknowledge the loss, and in doing so, find the peace we are craving.
Touchstone Ten - Appreciate Your Transformation. Ten weeks together, working on our grief, must amount to something tangible. We give thanks for
the hard work we have done.

The support group is non-sectarian when it comes to grief and mourning the loss of a loved one. We seek to provide a safe environment where
people can explore their feelings of loss and experience the support of others. If you know of a family member, friend, co-worker, or neighbor
who may benefit from participating, please invite them.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Grant at 406-451-4249 or grant@ctkbozeman.org.
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YES, there is a library at CtK! Where is the library located? It is
located in the conference room at the end of the hallway in the church
office and there’s also a library cart in the
narthex holding books that are rotated
monthly. What kind of books does the
library offer? Bibles and reference books,
devotionals, christian life books such as
“Where in the World is God?”, church life
books like “Christian Life and a Land Called
Holy” and a selection of religious fiction. A
special children’s section exists with bibles
and religious themed fiction, general bible
stories, Christmas and Easter selections.

by Renee Schon

Most of these books have excellent pictures and are not something
you would easily find in the public library or in a local book store. We
also have a DVD section for kids with lots of Veggie Tales and Holy
Moly selections to choose from. There are also a few DVD’s available
that are geared towards adults. The library cart is currently featuring
bible stories as the kids head back to Sunday school. The cart holds a
little sampling from each category of adult materials from the library.
We currently use a self check out with checkout cards in pockets on
the back cover of the book. This makes it easy to check out books
yourself whenever you are at church! This year the library has been
reorganized, inventoried and is waiting to be used! Why not check out
this FREE opportunity to read and enjoy religious based offerings? See
you in the library!

Pastoral Care

Who Are We?

PAGE

CtK Mission Statement
We are a Christian community practicing discipleship as we worship, learn and serve.
CtK Core Values
As a community of Christian faith, we are defined by:
diversity: accepting social, economic, demographic and ethnic diversity both expressly and by
conduct.
generosity: being kind, understanding, unselfish and generous - especially being willing to give money,
time, and other valuable things to others.
grace: practicing unconditional love mirroring the unmerited love, mercy and favor of God; leading to a disposition toward kindness,
courtesy, thoughtfulness and consideration.
invitation: request, welcome and value people's engagement and fellowship in worship, learning and service.
relationship: building personal connections that reflect the love and care of Christ within this congregation and the greater community.

If you are hospitalized, sick or in need of pastoral care, please have a family member or friend
contact the church office or Pastor Grant at (406)451-4249.

respect: a feeling or understanding that someone or something is important or serious and should be treated accordingly.
transformation: committed to and engaged in growing our understanding of and living out God's word in today's world (other words
used to communicate this: wisdom, creativity, evolution, learning, seeking, searching, exploring, dynamic, growth, aspiring).

E-Mail: grant@ctkbozeman.org

Fair Trade Products

Behind items that we consume every day (coffee, tea and chocolate to name a few) are farmers
struggling to survive and support their families. Living in poor, rural regions of the world where
paved roads and internet access are rare, small-scale farmers who produce these items do not have
their pick of buyers. In conventional trade, middlemen take advantage of this and pay unfairly low
prices — prices that do not even cover farmers’ costs and leave them no money for nutritious food,
medicine, clothes or education. Children are forced to work instead of attending school. When
you buy Fair Trade items, more of the money you spend reaches the hands of the people who
crafted them. In supporting Fair Trade, you support:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Better incomes for farmers
Products are available for
Better working conditions
purchase the first Sunday of the
Protecting children from child labor and slavery
month following worship in the
Women’s rights
social hall!
Democratic principles, giving the poor more power
Good stewardship of resources like water, fertile
land and forests
Development projects that bring schools, clinics and clean water to poor, rural communities

REMINDER
CtK Church Council meeting minutes
and highlights are posted on the
bulletin board in the social hall.

Like to sing?
CtK choir
rehearses on
Wednesdays
from 6:007:00pm
JOIN US!

Find our registration forms
on the table in the narthex
or on our website under
the Children, Youth & Family
heading.

Sunday School
begins
September 16th!

Youth News & Updates by JP Carlson
***WHERE WE’VE BEEN***
Houston, Texas - June 27th - July 2nd *** ELCA Youth Gathering
Nine high school youth and two adults worshiped, served, prayed and
played with over 30,000 fellow ELCAers!
FUN FACTS: 1. We only ate Chick-Fil-A once.
2. Garrett McCauley successfully completed
over 1,000 high fives for Jesus! 3. We
collectively ate a pizza larger than most coffee
tables. 4. We performed
community service by
weeding in sweltering heat
for two plus hours. 5. We
did the Lutheran dance approximately 47
times!

Gallatin Valley Food Bank, Heart of the Valley Animal Shelter,
and a local park - August 13 - 16th *** Middle School Service
Plunge
Twenty-five middle school youth from CtK and Hope Lutheran
Churches came together to serve and learn for four
straight days!
FUN FACTS: 1. Consumed 10 1/2 large pizzas!
2. Pulled approximately 1,000 weeds. 3. Sang
“Psalm 150: Praise the Lord with Trumpet Sound”
four times. 4. Read and studied four scripture
passages. 5. Saw seventy kittens at Heart of the
Valley Animal Shelter.

Now that we’re crossing the bridge from summer into fall, it
gives us a good opportunity to reflect on where we have
been and where we are going.

Christ the King Lutheran Church - August 20 - 24th *** Vacation
Bible School
Almost 60 children filled our church building with song, laughter,
questions, answers and silliness for five
straight days!
FUN FACTS: 1. Raised $275 for
Young Adult Global Missions in South
Africa. 2. Created approximately 300
crafts. 3. Dunked eight different people in the dunk tank. 4.
Learned about how God changes our hearts, identity, purpose,
community, and perspective. 5. Sang “Radical Guy” more times
than we can count.

***WHERE WE’RE GOING***
Christ the King Lutheran Church Beginning September 5th at 9:00am ***
Youth Group for 6th through 12th grade
students
FUN FACT: You NEVER know really.
(wink wink). The theme this month is “Song Lyrics September.”

CtK Sanctuary - September 9th during worship *** ELCA Youth
Gathering Presentation
The students, adults and college volunteers who went to Houston,
Texas will lead worship and share about their experience.
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CtK In Pictures
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Houston Bound

Time to Feed the Troops
in the Denver Airport!

Blessing of Backpacks and
Andrew Steele Visit

Baptisms at Hyalite Reservoir

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Women’s Floral Arranging Event - June 23, 2018

Christikon Pathfinders Camp June 26-29, 2018
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