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The Day of Pentecost 
May 31, 2020 

Christ the King Lutheran Church – Bozeman, Montana 

 

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on 

Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s 

presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s 

presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in 

the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering 

them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to 

proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 

Welcome 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Call to Worship 

Enter into God's presence on this Pentecost Sunday and prepare for surprises! 

Like a rush of mighty wind, the Spirit fills this place -  

Fills us with vision and possibility, 

Fills us with hope and encouragement, 

God is at work in this place 

In us and through us and around us, to be the church for this time and space. 

  

Hymn – O Day Full of Grace – ELW 393 

1 O day full of grace that now we see 

appearing on earth's horizon, 

bring light from our God that we may be 

abundant in joy this season. 

God, shine for us now in this dark place; 

your name on our hearts emblazon. 

 

2 O day full of grace, O blessed time, 

our Lord on the earth arriving; 

then came to the world that light sublime, 

great joy for us all retrieving; 

for Jesus all mortals did embrace, 

all shame and despair removing. 

 

3 For Christ bore our sins, and not his own, 

when he on the cross was hanging; 

and then he arose and moved the stone, 

that we, unto him belonging, 

might join with angelic hosts to raise 

our voices in endless singing. 

 

4 God came to us then at Pentecost, 

the Spirit new life revealing, 

that we might no more in death be lost, 

its pow'r over us dispelling. 

This flame will the mark of sin efface 

and bring to us all true healing. 

 

5 When we on that final journey go 

that Christ is for us preparing, 

we'll gather in song, our hearts aglow, 

all joy of the heavens sharing, 

and there we will join God's endless praise, 

with angels and saints adoring. 

 
Text: Scandinavian folk hymn; tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921-2001, alt. 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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Kyrie and Prayer of the Day  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Some complain about the looting of stores and ignore 

the systemic looting of an economy where US billionaires got $434 billion richer during this pandemic 

(so far). 

Lord, have mercy. 

Shattered glass storefronts evoke outrage, and thick-soled privilege strides calmly over the fragments of 

lives shattered by racism, homophobia, transphobia and xenophobia. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Heartbreak and righteous fury rage like fires, and many register only the ash of structures that allowed 

them to pretend all is well. 

Lord, have mercy. 

May Jesus, who opened the doors of paradise to a repentant thief teach us to repent and live. 

May Jesus who spent his final hours on a garbage dump where justice was shattered, Jesus tortured by 

state authorities on a cross until he could breathe no more, teach us to refute hate and rise up. 

May Jesus who burned with unquenchable love have mercy on us, correct us, transform us and resurrect 

us, setting us aflame for justice and truth. 

 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. 

Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all 

times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Our Jewish 

neighbors continue to celebrate the festival, known by its Hebrew name, Shavuot. Luke portrays the 

Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in 

Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of 

Christ’s resurrection. 

 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. 

  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound 

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is 

it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in 

our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 

with new wine.” 

  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
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you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 

Word of God. Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-

created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the 

common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given 

them to each person for the common good. 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given 

through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 

same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another 

the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same 

Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

  12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 

Gospel Reading 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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John 20:19-23 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon   -   Rev. Lindean Barnett Christenson, Pastor 

Hymn – Send Down the Fire 

Refrain: 

Send down the fire of your justice, 

Send down the rains of your love; 

Come, send down the Spirit, breathe life in 

your people, 

and we shall be people of God. 

Call us to be your compassion, 

Teach us the song of your love; 

Give us hearts that sing, 

Give us deeds that ring, 

Make us ring with the song of your love. 

Refrain 

Call us to learn of your mercy, 

Teach us the way of your peace; 

Give us hearts that feel, 

Give us hands that heal, 

Make us walk in the way of your peace. 

Refrain 

Call us to answer oppression, 

Teach us the fire of your truth; 

Give us righteous souls, 

‘Til your justice rolls, 

make us burn with the fire of your truth. 

Refrain 

Call us to witness your Kingdom, 

Give us the presence of Christ; 

May your holy light 

Keep us shining bright, 

Ever shine with the presence of Christ. 

Refrain

 
Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b.1950; © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 

places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need… 

Each petition ends “Lord in your mercy,” and the congregation responds Hear our prayer. 

The intercessions conclude: 

Holy Spirit we thank you even as we continue to pray: 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirt, seek us and permeate us, and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, pray with us and for us, and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, counsel us and enlighten us, and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, transform us and raise us up, and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, dwell in us and saturate us with your presence so that together we are forever equipped to 

build up the body of Christ and serve the good of all creation. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 
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Sharing of Gifts If you would like to support the ministry of Christ the King Lutheran Church 

financially, you can send a check to 4383 Durston Road, Bozeman MT 59718 or give online at 

www.ctkbozeman.org. Thank you for sharing your gifts! 

Thanksgiving for the Word 

Let us pray: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 

with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 

bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead  

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. Amen 

Hymn – Loving Spirit – ELW 397

1 Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 

 you have chosen me to be 

 you have drawn me to your wonder, 

 you have set your sign on me. 

 

2 Like a mother you enfold me, 

 hold my life within your own, 

 feed me with your very body, 

 form me of your flesh and bone. 

 

3 Like a father you protect me, 

 teach me the discerning eye, 

 hoist me up upon your shoulder, 

 let me see the world from high. 

 

4 Friend and lover, in your closeness 

 I am known and held and blessed: 

 in your promise is my comfort, 

 in your presence I may rest. 

 

5 Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 

 you have chosen me to be— 

 you have drawn me to your wonder, 

 you have set your sign on me. 
 
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 
Text © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

Dismissal 

Go in peace, filled with the Holy Spirit, to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

http://www.ctkbozeman.org/
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Each Sunday during the pandemic, friends and members of CtK meet online via Zoom at 11:00am. If 

you would like information on how to join the meeting, please contact the church office, 

office@ctkbozeman.org 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this service. 

 

Kyrie for Pentecost written by Rev. Heidi Neumark; Liturgy and ELW hymns ©2020 Sundays and 

Seasons (unless otherwise noted). Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons license SB125548 

OneLicense: A-724296 

CCLI: 2909990 
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