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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2020 

Christ the King Lutheran Church – Bozeman, Montana 

 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower 

who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears 

to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of 

life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Hymn – ELW 508 – As Rain From the Clouds 

 

1 As rain from the clouds will your word come to 

earth, 

as snow from the heavens refreshing the land. 

Then soften our soil that the good seed may grow 

and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word; 

we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 

 

2 As grain that is scattered your word has been 

sown 

on rocks and on roadways, in good earth and sand. 

Make fertile our soil that the good seed may grow 

and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the seed of your 

word; 

we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 

 

2 As rays of the sun shall your word light the 

world, 

awaking and warming and healing our land. 

Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may 

grow 

and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the light of your 

word; 

we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil.

 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 

Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.

 

Prayer of the Day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit 

help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the 

Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 
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  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

Word of God. Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 

unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper 

actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal 

with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the 

flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 

on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 

law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 

does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 

dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message  – Rev. JP Carlson 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the 

good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this 

good news produces different results in those who hear. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around 

him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them 

many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell 

on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 

have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, 

they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and 

the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
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  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on 

the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 

persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke 

the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon   -   Dr. John Sheppard, LPA 

Hymn – ELW 453 – Baptized and Set Free 

 

1 We are people created,  

chosen by God. 

Then we're washed, ever gently,  

in mercy and love. 

Sin has power no more.  

Jesus opened the door 

to a fountain bringing healing,  

and wholeness and more. 

 

2 We are fed and we're nourished,  

filled and refreshed. 

Then our hunger returns and  

again we are blessed. 

For whatever the need,  

God is greater indeed: 

endless ocean, always deeper  

than all of our need. 

 

3 We are nourished by water,  

all living things, 

and by life that the Spirit  

abundantly brings. 

As we journey toward home,  

may your presence be known: 

precious river, ever-flowing,  

now carry us home. 

 

4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,  

we join the song. 

All are welcome! We gather  

to sing loud and strong. 

Not enslaved, but set free!  

From now on, all will be 

one in Jesus, one in water,  

baptized and set free! 

 
Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956 

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.  

Used by permission 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition ends “Hear us, O God,” and the congregation responds, Your mercy is great. 

The intercessions conclude: 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 

Sharing of Gifts If you would like to support the ministry of Christ the King Lutheran Church 

financially, you can send a check to 4383 Durston Road, Bozeman MT 59718 or give online at 

www.ctkbozeman.org. Thank you for sharing your gifts! 

Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray: Thanksgiving, blessing and praise be yours, 

God of the incarnation; 

because you care for us and for our prayer. 

May our love for you and our likeness to you be strengthened every time we pray. Amen 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

http://www.ctkbozeman.org/
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Hymn  - ELW 785 – When Peace Like a River 

 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Refrain 

 It is well (it is well) 

 with my soul, (with my soul,) 

 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials 

should come, 

 let this blest assurance control, 

 that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

 and has shed his own blood for my soul.  

Refrain 

 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious 

thought; 

 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

      Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  

Refrain 

 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 

sight, 

 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall 

descend; 

 even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 

 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

Each Sunday during the pandemic, friends and members of CtK meet online via Zoom at 11:00am. If 

you would like information on how to join the meeting, please contact the church office, 

office@ctkbozeman.org 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this service. 

 

Liturgy ©2020 Sundays and Seasons (unless otherwise noted). Used by permission. Sundays and 

Seasons license SB125548 

ELW Hymns covered by OneLicense: A-724296; CCLI: 2909990 

Thanksgiving Prayer from A New Zealand Prayer Book. ©1989 by the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, 

New Zealand and Polynesia. 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 - Sunday, July 12, 2020 

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First World War, Söderblom also 

called attention to the revival of early church worship principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World 

Council of Churches. 

Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 - Friday, July 17, 2020 

A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the military. Granted a large 

estate with indigenous slaves, he freed them after he was ordained a priest. He worked in the Caribbean and 

Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples. 

 

mailto:office@ctkbozeman.org
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Christ the King Lutheran Church 
A congregation of the Montana Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

4383 Durston Road  -- Bozeman, Montana 59718 

406-577-2382 -- ctkbozeman.org 

We are a Christian community practicing discipleship as we worship, learn, and serve. 


