
 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

4383 Durston Road 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

•  Dec 4th, 11th and 18th Advent Soup Supper 6:00pm and Worship at
 7:00pm 

•  Dec 8th - Christmas Caroling at Bozeman Deaconess Hospital 12:30pm 
 (meet at the Hospital Chapel at Entrance 3) 

•  Dec 15th - Children’s Christmas Program during worship at 10:00am  
 REMINDER:  Giving Tree Gifts are Due on this date! 

• Dec 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at 4:00pm; 7:00pm also 
 includes Holy Communion 

• Dec 31st - GVIA Labyrinth Walk in the CtK Social Hall 7:00pm-12:00am 

• Jan 8th - CtK Youth Epiphany House Blessings 

• Jan 10th-12th - Youth Winter “CHILL Retreat” at Yellowstone Alliance Adventure Camp.  All 
 youth in grades 6-12 are invited to come and bring a friend!  Contact JP Carlson for more 
 information cyf@ctkbozeman.org 

• Jan 23rd and 30th - Financial and Estate Planning Workshops contact the church office to 
 register 

• Jan 26th - Annual Congregational Meeting at 12:00pm  following lunch at 11:00am 

• Feb 26 - Ash Wednesday Worship at 7:00pm 

Christ the King Lutheran 
Church - December 2019 

 

 

CONTACT US 

www.ctkbozeman.org 

Phone: 406-587-4131 

Follow us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/ 

ctkbozeman 

Dear Friends,  

As I reflect on the 
year behind us, I 
give thanks to God 
for this community 
of faith, hope, and 
love. God blessed 
us with many 

opportunities to worship, learn, and serve in 2019, and 
together we have grown in faith, shared God’s love with 
neighbors near and far, and been built up in connection 
with siblings in Christ around the world.  

Visits from Gustavo Driau (ELCA Global Mission Regional 
Representative for South America), and Hannah Johnsrud 
(Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) Mission 
Interpreter) strengthened our understanding of our 
partnership in the Gospel in Bolivia and the Holy Land – 
and by extension, with the whole global church. I got to 
serve as a Montana Synod voting member of the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee in August. 
“Churchwide” was a whirlwind of church business, 
celebration, and learning about all the amazing ways the 

ELCA is sharing the Gospel and caring for those in need in 
the United States and around the world. 

CtK is part of that. As you read the rest of this 
newsletter, you’ll see some of the many ways this 
congregation has responded to God’s gracious call, “to 
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed; to serve all people, following the example of Jesus; 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.” I 
thank God for this congregation and your generosity and 
compassion, for the ministries to which we are called, 
and for the opportunities ahead of us in the year to come. 

As we move through Advent, a season of preparation, 
waiting, and longing, to Christmas and Epiphany, I pray 
God will open our eyes and hearts to the needs around us, 
and to the gifts God’s given us to meet them.  

Waiting with you, 
+ Pastor Lindean 

He came down that we may have love;  
He came down that we may have love; 
He came down that we may have love; 
hallelujah forevermore. (ELW 253, v 1) 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

 

Holden Evening Prayer - 7:00pm on Wednesdays, December 4th, 11th, 18th.  Soup supper at 

6:00pm (sign up to bring soup or bread in the narthex). 

 

Sunday School Program -  during worship at 10:00am on Sunday, December 15th. 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  – 4:00pm; 7:00pm also with Holy Communion.  

  

No service on Christmas Day.  If Christmas morning worship is part of your practice, please 

“get ecumenical” and worship with another congregation in town.  We are one body in Christ 

Jesus! 

 

Lessons and Carols – 10:00am the first Sunday of Christmas, December 29th 

 

Epiphany – 10:00am Sunday, January 5th – Celebrate the arrival of the magi and God making 

Jesus known to all. Receive a “star word” for 2020.  

Blessing of the Nativities 

You are invited to bring your home nativity set with 
you to worship on December 8, 2019 for a “Blessing 
of the Nativities” during worship.  Set up your 
nativities at 9:45am. 



 

Have you ever wondered about the ornaments on the 
big Christmas tree in the sanctuary? (The tree will go 
up just before Christmas Eve). They are Chrismons, 
ornaments that tell about who God is and what God 
has done for us. The word Chrismon is a combination 
of “Christ” and “monogram.” These ornaments, 
usually gold and white in color, were first developed 
by Frances Kipps Spencer (1917-1990) at Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia. She created the 
first Chrismons in 1957 when she set out to create 
decorations appropriate for a church Christmas tree. 

There are many patterns for 
Chrismons. Here at CtK, ours 
include: 

• Butterfly: (A symbol of 
resurrection and new life. We 
are reminded that Jesus rose 

from the grave on the third day, just as he said, 
and that we will live with him forever). 

• Chi Rho: Two Greek letters which are the first 
two letters in the Greek word for Christ. (In the 
Roman alphabet it looks like an X on top of a P). 

•  Cross: We are reminded that Jesus died on a 
 cross for us. 

•  Alpha Omega: The first and last letters of the 
 Greek alphabet—remind us that Jesus is the 
 beginning and the end of all things. 

•  Fish: IXTHUS is the Greek word for fish. Used as 
 an acrostic in Greek it stands for Jesus Christ, 
 God’s Son, Savior. 

•  Eight Pointed Star: Represents baptism and new 
 life, the “8th day of creation.” 

•  Triquetra: (looks like a celtic knot with three 
 points): A symbol of the Holy Trinity. We believe 
 in one God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

•  Lamp: A symbol of wisdom, and a reminder that 
 the Word of God lights our paths. 

 Each Wednesday evening during Advent, there will be 
a table set up with supplies to make new Chrismons, 
in two sizes—large ones for the CtK tree, and small 
ones to take home. Please help refresh our set for 
Christmas, and make one for your own tree, to help 
tell the story of God’s love. 

P A G E  2  

Christmas Tree Ornaments with Meaning 

 

Blessing of the Gifts 
Blessed be your name, O God; you are the source of every blessing.  From your hand we  

receive the good gifts of life, health, and salvation.  As we give and receive these  

presents, bless us with hearts thankful for the gift of your Son and lead us to share  

from our abundance with those in need.  We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

Taken from Sundays and Seasons 2020, Year A: copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Lic.:  SB125548. 
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Church Council Nominations 

Do you know a member of CtK with the gifts of 
patience, hospitality, problem solving, 
creativity, leadership, working with others, 
etc.?  The church council nominating 
committee, chaired by Sharon Beehler, is 
preparing a roster of candidates for 2020 
church offices.  If you know of someone 
(including yourself) who would like to serve by 
being considered for these important positions, 
please let Sharon know. 

 

 

Pastor Grant will be offering a grief support group, beginning on Tuesday, January 7th  at 6:30pm.  
The group will meet for 90 minutes during a ten week timeframe and will be using the resource 
“Understanding Your Grief” by Dr. Alan Wolfelt.  Dr. Wolfelt’s philosophy regarding the grieving 
process is that we “companion” the mourner, not “treat” them.  We learn from the mourner and are 
not the “experts.”  The group will embrace that philosophy and approach.   

 

There are ten primary touchstones that the group will focus on over the ten week period 

 

• Touchstone One - Open to the presence of Your Loss.  Naming the loss. Sharing pictures of 
loved ones. Giving each other permission to tell our story. 

• Touchstone Two - Dispel the Misconceptions about Grief.  There are many cultural roadblocks that prevent us 
from acknowledging and feeling our loss. We will name them and bolster each other to defend our right to 
grieve. 

• Touchstone Three - Embrace the Uniqueness of Your Grief.  Everyone’s story of loss is different.  We will take 
time to let each person define their experience. 

• Touchstone Four - Explore Your Feelings of Loss.  Everyone mourns differently and expresses themselves 
differently. We honor the tears, the laughter, the anger, and the sadness of grief by creating a safe environment 
to express the emotions we feel. 

• Touchstone Five - Recognize You Are Not Crazy.  Because grief can be such a strong response, we often wonder 
if we “are going crazy in our grief.”  We will affirm each other’s journey and do our best to normalize the 
experience of expressing grief. 

• Touchstone Six - Understand the Six Needs of Mourning.  1.  Accept the reality of the death.  2.  Let yourself 
feel the pain of the loss.  3.  Remember the person who died.  4.  Develop a new self-identity after the death.   
5.  Search for meaning.  6.  Let others help you-now and always. 

• Touchstone Seven - Nurture Yourself.  Mourning is the public expression of grief.  It can wear us down.  We 
explore ways to be kind and caring to ourselves. 

• Touchstone Eight - Reach Out for Help.  We don’t have to walk this journey alone.  We explore ways family, 
friends, and compassionate people can help us. 

• Touchstone Nine - Seek Reconciliation, Not Resolution.  We acknowledge that there is “no closure” in mourning 
the death of our loved one. We come to acknowledge the loss, and in doing so, find the peace we are craving. 

• Touchstone Ten - Appreciate Your Transformation.  Ten weeks together, working on our grief, must amount to 
something tangible.  We give thanks for the hard work we have done. 

 

The support group is non-sectarian when it comes to grief and mourning the loss of a loved one.  We seek to provide a 
safe environment where people can explore their feelings of loss and experience the support of others.  If you know of 
a family member, friend, co-worker, or neighbor who may benefit from participating, please invite them. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Grant at 406-451-4249 or grant@ctkbozeman.org. 

Christ the King recently 
welcomed the following little 
ones through the gift of holy 
baptism: 

 

9/15/2019 -- Pierce Jensen Finch, son of Brian and Jessica 
Finch. Little brother of Sawyer Finch. 

10/20/2019 -- Paige Lorraine Moline, daughter of Craig and 
Carey Moline. Little sister of Tenley Moline. 
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On January 8th, from 6:30-8:00pm, youth 
from the CtK Youth Group would like to 
bless your home.  Using a traditional 
liturgy, “Epiphany Blessing for the Home,” 
the group will come to your house prepared 
to ask God’s blessing on your home and 
those who live in or visit the home in the 
coming year.   It is an invitation for Jesus 
to be a daily guest in our homes, our 
comings and goings, our conversations, our 
work and play, our joys and our sorrows. 
Sign ups will be taken in the narthex on the 
sign up sheet in the next few weeks.  Be 
sure to sign up early as spaces are 
limited.  If you have additional questions, 
contact JP Carlson at cyf@ctkbozeman.org  

Women of the ELCA Gathering 
Following Jesus is messy.  

Loving one another is justice.  
We are not perfect.  

We are one body in Christ. 
 

Several CtK members are already registered for the 2020 of the Women of the ELCA 
Gathering. This event only happens every three years—don’t miss it! ALL women are 
encouraged to attend. Chances are good that some (or all?) of CtK’s attendees will 

stay together at an AirBnB.  
Register today!  

Early-bird registration through January 6, 2020, is $325. After that, registration is 
$375.  

welcatg.org 

Pastoral Care 

If you are hospitalized, sick or in need of pastoral care, please have a family 
member or friend contact the church office or Pastor Grant at (406)451-4249 or  
E-Mail:  grant@ctkbozeman.org 

This year's Giving Trees have three types of ornaments: 

HAVEN - CtK is sponsoring two families affected by 
domestic violence. Please take a heart or star shaped ornament, and returned wrapped gifts to 
CtK (with the ornaments taped to the top) no later than December 15th. 

Montana Synod Gifts - write a check and put "MT Synod name of gift" on the memo and put 
the check in the offering plate. Montana Synod ministries on the tree this year include Campus 
Ministry, Northern Rockies Institute of Theology, Intermountain, the Synod House, Freedom in Christ Prison Ministry, 
our Companion Synods in Bolivia and South Africa, Spirit of Life at Fort Peck. 

ELCA Good Gifts - a fun way to support the work of ELCA World Hunger. Write a check and mark it "Good Gifts" and 
put it in the offering plate. 

CtK 2019 Giving Trees 

 

 

Annual Potato Bar & Auction  

On Sunday, November 17th, a large crowd joined 
together at CtK in support of the Children’s, Youth and 
Family Ministry program.  The evening began with a 
baked potato bar complete with all the fixins.  
 
During the event, there were tables filled with silent 
auction items which included something for everyone! 
 
The highlight of the evening included a live auction 
that included items such as a Yellowstone Adventure 
Package, quilts made by the CtK quilters, a mystery 
kitchen package, a family snow shoe and poles 
package, handmade slippers by our own Barb Nolan 
and several other items. 
 
The event was very successful and through your 
generous donations of auction items and bids, we were 
able to raise: 
 

• $8,000 to support the Children’s, Youth and Family 
Ministry program at CtK! 

• $700 to support the CtK Quilters 

• Through a special “Fund the Need” opportunity, 
$2,850 was raised to support the Gallatin High 
School SHELF program. 

 
 
 

Children’s, Youth & Family Ministry By JP Carlson 
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It’s the last word in our mission statement – “serve.” It’s 
the reason the Word became flesh – “For the Son of Man 
came not to be served, but to serve…” (Mark 10:45a). It’s 
why so many of us keep coming back to Christ the King – 
to serve.   

It is no surprise then that 2019 has been a year marked 
by service in Children’s, Youth and Family Ministries. Our 
service included but was not limited to donating money, 
delivering cookies, knitting hats, painting a barn, collect-
ing and distributing food, and raising awareness of nu-
merous needs throughout the year. More often than not 
these acts of service were performed with joyful smiles, 
contagious energy, and genuine curiosity. The wisdom of 
scripture proved true time and again, “It is more blessed 
to give than receive” (Acts 20:35b).  

Recipients of our donations include Lutheran World Re-
lief, the Fork and Spoon, the Bozeman High School Shelf, 
and Family Promise. We raised money during Vacation 
Bible School and Sunday School to fund the shipment of 
school kits through Lutheran World Relief. We reached 
our goal of $500 to “Pick Up the Tab” for Fork and Spoon 
on Sunday, November 10th. We collected money and food 
throughout the spring for the BHS Shelf. We received 
pledges totaling $2,000 for Family Promise through our 
participation in Cardboard Box City.  

Our Sunday School students worked together to make 
warm stocking caps for cancer patients. Over twenty hats 
were given to the Cancer Center at the hospital for free 
distribution. Our high school students, aka, “Cookie Nin-
jas,” decorated cookies and delivered them to our first 
responders at the 911 Call Center, the fire stations, the 
Law and Justice Center, and the hospital. In addition to 
delivering cookies we brought a little cheer by singing a 
Christmas song at each stop. We also enjoyed a friendly 
competition with the adults, seeing who could donate 
more food for the Souper Bowl of Caring. 

During the summer our high school group went on a mis-
sion trip through the YouthWorks organization to Denver, 
CO. While in Denver we sorted and delivered food with 
Denver Metro Ministries and cleaned a local soup kitch-
en. A few weeks later the middle school group paired up 
with Hope Lutheran for Middle School Service Plunge. In 
addition to painting a barn owned by a local couple we 
worked with Gallatin Valley Land Trust to maintain and 
beautify Bozeman trails.  

As always, we are grateful for the many ways our congre-
gation serves us and serves with us. We would not be 
able to do what we do without your support.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the children 
and youth of CtK.  
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Kids’ Corner 

The CtK Endowment Committee is pleased to offer two workshops with MSU Extension 
Specialist, Dr. Marsha Goetting. Thursdays, January 23rd and 30th, 6:30-8:30pm, with 
information for every Montanan. The workshops are free, but please RSVP to the 
church office (587-4131, office@ctkbozeman.org).  

 

1/23/20 - Families and, Legacies:  Challenging Decisions.   

Do you know who will receive your property if you die without an estate plan? Do you know how title on your real 
and personal property impacts who receives it upon your death? Dr. Marsha Goetting, Montana State University Ex-
tension Family Economics Specialist will answer these questions and also explore how you can avoid probate with 
payable on death designations (PODs), transfer on death registrations (TODs), and other beneficiary designations. 
During this informative presentation, Dr. Marsha Goetting combines her appreciation of Montana wildflowers with her 
desire to help you remember strategies to make estate planning easier and less expensive. 

 1/30/20 - To quote Shakespeare:  To have a trust or a will….Aye, that is the question 

Although revocable living trusts have existed for many years, they have recently gained more visibility. You may have 
read newspaper advertisements for free seminars on the benefits of a revocable living trust, or perhaps you’ve seen 
television commercials suggesting that everyone should have one.  A revocable living trust can be an excellent tool 
for some types of estate planning. But it is not an appropriate choice for everyone.  Dr. Goetting will explore the 
advantages and disadvantages of revocable living trusts, testamentary trusts, and wills.  She will also investigate al-
ternative legal arrangements that are less expensive and may accomplish your goals more effectively, such as a dura-
ble power of attorney.  She will keep you actively involved by having you answer questions during the sessions using 
response clickers. 

Financial and Estate Planning Workshops 
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CtK in Our Community 

Seventeen CtK youth slept 
outside in cardboard boxes 
to raise funds for Family 

Promise during this year’s 
Cardboard Box City.  These 
kids also won the award for 
the most money raised by a 
team in this years event. 

Youth traveled to Denver, CO to par-
ticipate in street ministry in downtown 

Denver.  They also participated in a 
service project providing support for 

the Denver food bank. 

CtK put together  and 
delivered several welcome 

kits in support of the 
Gallatin Valley Refugee 

Connection. 

Members of CtK recently attended the 
Aaberg Fleming concert to raise funds for 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at Montana State 
University. 

Throughout the year, CtK 
members graciously donated 
money and food items to help 

support the Bozeman High 
School SHELF to provide food 

to students in need. 

CtK was a GOLD level sponsor at this 
year’s “Run for Your Life” event.  

Funds raised go to the Help Center’s 
work for suicide prevention and 
intervention in our community. 

CtK’s graciousness and generosity 
allowed the HRDC Warming Center to 

host sixty-one women and nine 
families during the 2018-2019 year.  
We are supporting this important 

effort again this year, serving as the 
“overflow site” for women and 

families.  Sign up to volunteer at  

https://hrdc9.galaxydigital.com/ 

This summer, CtK Middle schoolers 
joined forces with Hope Lutheran Church 
to perform service projects around 
Gallatin County. 

CtK were heros of the night when we sponsored a 
“Pick Up the Tab” evening at Fork & Spoon to help 
feed those in our community in need of a hot meal. 

mailto:office@ctkbozeman.org

