
ank You!In celebration 

of CtK’s 50th Anniversary, 

Bishop Jessica Crist 

challenged us to continue the 

celebration of our 50 years 

of mission and ministry.  In 

response to the challenge, 

we looked for ways to take 

our celebration outside of 

the building.  Here are some 

of our results! 

• 50 Indigenous 

Language Bibles 

Our goal was to raise 

$600 - enough to 

purchase 50 Bibles in 

indigenous languages 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

4383 Durston Road 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

  

• Dec 24th - Christmas Eve Worship at 4:00pm and 7:00pm both services with Holy 

 Communion 

• Dec 27th - United Services Blood Drive 11:00am-2:00pm 

• Dec 31st - GVIA Labyrinth Walk in the CtK Social Hall 7:00pm-12:00am 

• Jan 10th - CtK Youth Epiphany House Blessings  

• Jan 11th-13th - Youth Winter Retreat at Yellowstone Alliance Adventure Camp 

• Jan 20th - Annual Congregational Meeting at 12:00pm  following lite lunch at 11:00am 

• Feb ??? - Souper Bowl of Caring 

• Feb 8th - Women’s Event, Valentine Cake Pops and Cookies 

• 

• Mar 3rd - Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) on Sunday  

• Mar 6th - Ash Wednesday 
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Christ the King Lutheran 

Church - December 2018 
 

 

CONTACT US 

www.ctkbozeman.org 

Phone: 406-587-4131 

Follow us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/ 

ctkbozeman 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Do you have a theme song? Not just something on 

the radio that gets stuck in your head, but a song 

that consistently inspires you, or gives voice to 

your history, hopes, or sense of who you are? I’ve 

been known to burst into song with “Bow Down to 

Washington,” the fight song for the University of 

Washington (my alma mater), but I’m not sure I 

want to claim it as my song. 

On Wednesday evenings this Advent, during 

Holden Evening Prayer, we’ll explore a famous song 

together: Mary’s song, the Magnificat, sung by the 

mother of Jesus in response to Elizabeth’s greeting. 

Mary’s song echoes Hannah’s song, and finds echoes 

today in our souls, too. She sings the good news of 

God’s merciful actions for her, and for all. 

It’s a good theme song for the season of Advent. 

And there are plenty of melodies to choose from. 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices 

in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on 

the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty 

One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. 51He has shown strength 

with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the 

powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his 

servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever. 

May God bless you in this season of waiting, hope, 

and singing. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Lindean 

PS – ‘Tis the season for invitations and welcomes!  

Advent and Christmas are easy times for folks 

without a community of faith to check out a 

congregation. Be sure to extend invitations to 

family and friends to join you! And please be sure 

to welcome guests in our midst! 

Giving Trees 
Is there someone on your Christmas list who’s just 

about impossible to buy a present for?  Would you 

like to help a neighbor in need enjoy the holiday 

season?  Hoping to make a difference in the world 

with your Christmas shopping?  Want to become 

more engaged in God’s global church? 

 

CtK’s Giving Trees have wonderful 

opportunities for all of the above! 
 

There are several types of ornaments this year: 

 

Montana Synod Ministries /Global 

Companion Synod Relationships – each of 

these ornaments supports a shared ministry. 

Choose one to provide scholarships in Bolivia, 

strengthen relationship with the Lutherans of the 

Cape Orange Diocese of Southern Africa, provide 

Bibles for inmates through Freedom in Christ 

Prison Ministry at the Montana State Prison, 

provide beading materials for Spirit of Life on the 

Fort Peck Reservation, repair the roof of Our 

Savior’s Lutheran Church on the Rocky Boy 

Reservation, and support lifelong education 

through the Northern Rockies Institute of 

Theology. 
 

Local Families In Need – provide gifts for 

families in need through HAVEN, Meadowlark 

Elementary School, and Family Promise 

 

ELCA World Hunger – provide farm animals, 

support education, feed hungry people, etc., 

through our church’s global hunger ministry 

 

How they work: Monetary gifts can be made by 

writing a check to CtK, and putting either ELCA 

World Hunger in the memo line, or the specific 

ministry, in the case of the Montana Synod ornaments 

(Bolivia, South Africa, Our Saviour’s, etc.). Checks can 

be placed in the offering plate or delivered to the 

church office. Physical gifts should be wrapped and 

delivered to CtK, with the ornament attached, by 

December 16th. Call the church office for more 

information. 

*********************************************************************************
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HAVEN 

Healing * Advocacy * Victim Support * Education * New Beginnings 

For nearly 38 years, HAVEN has been dedicated to providing quality 

service and advocacy for all domestic violence survivors in need. These 

services include survivor advocacy, legal advocacy, individual counseling, 

emergency shelter, a 24-hour support line, three support groups, and 

Community Education. These services are all vital to both intervention 

and prevention of domestic violence in the Gallatin Valley. HAVEN officially serves residents of Gallatin 

County, but extends services to anyone in a situation of domestic violence including people from other 

counties and out-of-state residents who are fleeing an abusive situation and need HAVEN’s assistance. 

 

Services are available to people of any age, gender, orientation, race, ethnicity, income level, 

ability, religion, and relationship status. 

Our Vision: 
We envision a community knowledgeable about domestic abuse, 

fully engaged and committed to the safety and well-being of its 

members. 

Mission: 

HAVEN is committed to reducing the incidence and minimizing 

the impact of domestic abuse on families and communities. We 

provide emergency shelter, crisis intervention, on-going support, 

referrals, and education. 

 
 

 

Support HAVEN this Christmas season by 

selecting a HAVEN tag from our CtK Giving 

Tree and donating the requested item(s). 

The following information was taken from the HAVEN 

website which can be found at:  www.havenmt.org 

 

Holden Evening Prayer - 7:00pm on Wednesdays, December 5th, 12th, 19th, exploring 
Mary’s Song.  Soup supper at 6:00pm (sign up to bring soup or bread in the narthex)  

 

Sunday School Program -  during worship at 10:00am on Sunday, December 16th. 

 

Christmas Eve – 4:00pm; 7:00pm with Holy Communion.  

 No service Christmas Day this year. If Christmas morning worship is part of your practice, 

please “get ecumenical” and worship with another congregation in town. We are one body in Christ! 

 

Lessons and Carols – 10:00am the first Sunday of Christmas, December 30th 

 

Epiphany – 10:00am Sunday, January 6th – Celebrate the arrival of the magi and God making Jesus known to all. Receive a “star 

word” for 2019. On Jan. 6th we’ll launch an eight-part sermon series on our core values. Who are we, what are we about and why? 
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SIXTH Annual Potato Bar & Auction by JP Carlson 

In September I asked the youth, “When 

you hear the word, light, what comes to 

mind?” Some answers were obvious: 

“light bulb,” “sun,” “flashlight.” Others 

were a little quirky: “brake lights,” “glow 

sticks,” “exit sign.” And a couple 

answers evoked a different way of 

thinking about and seeing light: “Jesus,” 

“James Anderson.” 

I asked this question because our big 

word of the year is “Light.” We light 

candles every Wednesday to remind us 

that Christ is the Light and we are called 

to reflect his light. We discuss the way 

light is talked about in scripture. And we 

are currently designing a CtK Youth 

Group T-shirt filled with images and 

words pertaining to the Light. 

As Epiphany approaches the prophet 

Isaiah declares, “Arise, shine; for your 

light has come…” Arise, like the magi 

who followed the star to the Christ 

child. Arise, like the disciples whom 

Jesus called “the light of the world.” 

Arise, like people who are saved, 

sanctified and sent by the risen Son. 

On Wednesday, January 9th, 6:30 – 

8:00pm, the youth group will “arise” and 

offer house blessings to participate in 

the season of Epiphany. If you would like 

us to show up, shine a light, and say a 

few prayers on your doorstep contact 

me via email, cyf@ctkbozeman.org, or 

cell, 402-613-1973. We are eager to 

“Light it up!” wherever God may send 

us. 

Yours in the Light, 

JP 

 

In the days leading up to 
Thanksgiving I happened to open 
my Bible to Psalm 107. The psalmist 
repeats the following phrase four 
times, “Let them thank the LORD for 
his steadfast love, for his wonderful 
works to humankind.” Surrounded 
and assailed by trials and 
tribulations, the psalmist stops to 
thank God over and over and over 
and over again. Amid dire need and 
fear inducing threats, gratitude rises 
from the heart and spills out onto 
the page. 

I am exceedingly grateful, not only 

for the money raised during PB&A - 
$9,000 for the Youth Ministry Fund, 
$1,580 for the James Anderson 
Bring A Friend Scholarship, and $97 
for the acoustics/sound in the Social 
Hall – but for the way so many of 
you displayed your gratitude for 
God’s “wonderful works to 
humankind,” by generously sharing 
your time, gifts, and resources, 
especially in the wake of the 
tragedy that befell the Anderson 
family, and by extension, our church 
family. The 2018 PB&A bears 
witness to God’s steadfast love and 

your faithful response. Thanks be to 
God! 

 

Light It Up! By JP Carlson 

mailto:cyf@ctkbozeman.org
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The Montana Association of Christians 

Day at the Legislature 

January 21, 2019—Helena, MT 
This is an opportunity for everyday Christians to voice your hopes and concerns directly to legislators. 

Guided by Matthew 25: 31-45, MAC continues to be the voice of justice and compassion in the halls of our State Capitol, 

speaking to legislators and the governor for justice and compassion for people who are often the most vulnerable in our 

society: children, death row prisoners, the mentally ill, the poor, and immigrants. 

10:00 AM: Citizen Lobbying 101 led by Abigail St. Lawrence, Plymouth Congregational Church-United Church of Christ 

11:00 AM—1:00: Lunch with Legislators in the Rotunda of the Capitol 

1:00 PM: Introduction at the House & Senate 

The lunch and the workshop are free of charge.  

 

Are you from Bozeman? Good news! You can ride a bus of other attendees from your area. For the Bozeman area, con-

tact Rev. Valerie Webster at vwebster587@gmail.com.  

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these,  

you did not do for me.” - Matthew 25:45 

 

Kids’ Corner 
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September ushered in an opportunity of a 

lifetime as my mother and I joined 10 

other ELCA Lutherans from across the 

United States in a “Mission Immersion” 

trip through the ELCA to Tanzania and 

Rwanda.  The intent of this trip was not 

to arrive and do but to come and be 

(inspired).  It was a 2 week opportunity to see 

A C C O M P A N I M E N T  i n 

action.  Accompaniment is the model of 

global presence our ELCA has adopted -  our 

theology of “Mission” to our global brothers 

and sisters. Accompaniment is walking 

together in a solidarity that practices 

interdependence and mutuality.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This meant that whether we were visiting 

ELCA missionaries working in Tanzanian 

hospitals or Maasai villages, or celebrating 

the MaaSAE Girls School or The Plaster 

House, or encountering American Young 

Adults in Global Mission (YAGMs) in 

bustling Arusha or the remote hillsides of 

Rwanda– we witnessed ongoing 

presence.  Tanzanians, Rwandans, 

Americans living in relationship and 

mutual respect. We were able to be with 

leaders from the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Tanzania and Lutheran Church 

of Rwanda to see the ways the ELCA has 

supported – but - also turned over the 

sustainability of these churches to the 

local congregations. 

 

In the midst of this I experienced great 

beauty, great human presence, and plenty 

of internal struggle.  I find myself spinning 

on what to do with the incongruence of 

life there and life here.  I learn to 

recognize the speed of immersion back 

into this old comfortable life does not 

invalidate the tremendous experience of 

those two weeks. One need not be in 

Africa to bring credence to the lives and 

needs there.   

 

Here we are- this beautiful, seemingly 

irreconcilable creation within which God has 

placed us.  And yet He reconciles.  He 

reconciles through relationship -through the 

curiosity, engagement, vulnerability and 

empowerment of one human to 

another.  One group of humans to another 

group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where in all of this is Christ the 

King?  We have had opportunity for rich 

dialogue these past five Sundays during 

adult forum.  Voices present lifted up a 

desire for greater consistent CTK Global 

engagement. Voices lifted up a desire for 

developing and maintaining support of 

ELCA missionaries as well as the YAGM 

Program which sends 90+ US Twenty-

somethings abroad for a year to live in 

accompaniment with international 

Lutheran congregations.  Through these 

threads of intentional financial support – 

we will also find ourselves drawn in to 

intentional relationship. It can offer our 

small congregation an opportunity to 

engage, learn and develop ongoing 

presence with a place and with a people a 

world away – and yet our God-ordained 

sisters and brothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is so much more that I could say 

about this experience.  I would be thrilled 

to connect any time or place to visit more 

(leahmkanderson@gmail.com).  Keep alive 

– the Spirit is at work here in our CTK! 

 

 

Prayers for the Christmas Season (from Sundays & Seasons, © Augsburg Fortress) 
 

Blessing of the Christmas Tree 
God our creator, we praise you for this Christmas tree, gift of the earth and sign of your evergreen presence.  

As we illumine this tree, let your blessing come upon us.  Send us your Son, the tender branch of Jesse, who 

brings us light and life.  May we who stand in its light eagerly welcome the true Light which never fades.  All 

glory be yours now and forever.  Amen. 

ELCA Global Mission Immersion Trip By Dr. Leah Anderson 

Maasai Lutheran Choir performing in 

Ketumbine 

Maasai women working on their 

beading craft 

The “Bozeman House” at the Plaster House, 

Arusha Tanzania 



On January 9th, from 6:30-8:00pm, youth from 

the CtK Youth Group would like to bless your 

home.  Using a traditional liturgy, “Epiphany 

Blessing for the Home,” the group will come to 

your house prepared to ask God’s blessing on 

your home and those who live in or visit the 

home in the coming year.   It is an invitation for 

Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our 

comings and goings, our conversations, our 

work and play, our joys and our sorrows. Sign 

ups are being taken in the narthex on the sign 

up sheet.  Be sure to sign up early as spaces 

are limited.  If you have additional questions, 

contact JP Carlson at cyf@ctkbozeman.org  
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PARENTS - Looking for a break from the kids?  Need quiet 

time to shop, clean, bake, wrap gifts of just simply rest?  CtK is 

here to help!  On December 8th from 1:00-5:00pm, CtK will 

be offering FREE childcare in the Christ the King social hall.  

Kids will be entertained with Christmas crafts, games, snacks and 

lots of FUN at no charge to you!  Register your kids by emailing 

JP Carlson at cyf@ctkbozeman.org or by calling the church office 

at 587-4131.  We hope to see your kids there! 
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As members of Christ the King, we know the importance of serving the needs of our community.  

One of our critical targets is to be engaged through service and outreach.  We know that many 

of our congregation members are providing care, compassion and mentorship within the 

congregation, neighborhood and community.  Here are a few examples of work that is being done 

by our members: 

Roxanne Hoblitt - Gallatin Refugee Connections.  Roxanee recently volunteered her time 

at the second annual, Welcome Kits drive for Gallatin Refugee Connections.  Over 200 kits for 

the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and Soft Landings Missoula (SLM) were assembled.  The kits and warm clothing 

donations filled a 20’ truck and a 12’ trailer.  Roxanne personally delivered kits from CtK and her local book club as well as 

assisted with logistics on pack up day.  She would be happy to talk with you about ways you can help! 

 

Eldon Berkland - HRDC Warming Center Overflow at CtK.  Eldon has always looked for ways to help in the 

community he lives.  While not every family is able to contribute financial help, public service is an equally important aspect of 

giving back to our communities.  As a warming center overflow volunteer, Eldon normally helps on the morning shift.  He 

assists with taking down cots and hauling them to the truck for storage, helps with storage of client personal boxes and 

performs the task of vacuuming the social hall.  Eldon shared that he always remembers, “There but for the grace of God go 

I,” recognizing that hard times can hit anyone at any time in life.   

 

Doris Henson - Museum of the Rockies (MOR).  Doris has been volunteering at MOR since 2010.  From May through 

September you can find her dressed in an 1880-1890’s period costume demonstrating the use of a treadle sewing machine to 

make a quilt at the Living History Farm.  At other times of the year, Doris assists with family events or as a guide in the 

dinosaur galleries.  Doris is passionate about teaching both adults and children about our past.  Have questions?  Doris can 

help! 

 

Nana and the 3 Ps (Tana Malmo and her grandsons, Peyton, Parker and Presley Pitman) - Operation RACK’d 

(Random Acts of Christmas Kindness).  With funds received from a Thrivent action grant, the team assembled over 30 

gifts to give out randomly throughout the community.  Some kits included gift cards while others contained winter weather 

goodies, pampering items or treat bags.  The boys randomly passed them out to individuals in the community or attached 

them to gas pumps, placed them in bookstore books, or set them on retail shelves where people would discover them.  The 

gifts were meant to spread the love of God with some Christmas cheer!  Are you a Thrivent member?  Are you interested in 

what you might do with an action grant?  Tana Malmo would be happy to discuss ideas with you!  It’s really simple to apply! 

Church Council Nominations 

Do you know a member of CtK with the gifts of patience, 

hospitality, problem solving, creativity, leadership, working 

with others, etc.?  The church council nominating 

committee, chaired by Barb Nolan, is preparing a roster of 

candidates for 2019 church offices.  If you know of someone 

(including yourself) who would like to serve by being 

considered for these important positions, please let Barb 

know. 

New Members 

Our community of faith was blessed with five new 

members on October 28th.  We hope you will 

take the time to introduce yourself and become 

acquainted with Mark and Carolyn Gilbertson and 

Tiffany Obie and her children Owen and Austin 

Waldron.  May we be a blessing to them as they 

are a blessing to us. 


