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>>>>>>>

Hello, nice to 
meet you!

Hi, we are Kye and Lydia Courtright. 
We are missionaries in Chemnitz, Germany. 
Recently, God has called us to a new work. 
With the following pages, we want to tell you 
about us, our work thus far, and take a look 
to the future.

Kye grew up in Edmond, Oklahoma, attending the Edmond Church of Christ. During his 
time at Oklahoma State University, he was involved in Let’s Start Talking and short-term 
mission projects to Chemnitz in the summers of 2011-2015. He achieved a Bachelor of 
Science in Human Development and Family Science from OSU in 2014, with an empha-
sis in German and Religious Studies. He worked as an intern for the Stillwater Church 
of Christ for three years, serving the campus and international ministries. 
In 2015, he moved to Chemnitz to begin full-time mission work. Kye’s work in Chem-
nitz has included leading the youth group, reaching out to the community through LST 
work, coordinating church communication, and serving the church’s Sunday worship 
in various functions. In 2019, he began pursuing his Master of Divinity at Abilene Chris-
tian University online.
 
Lydia grew up in Chemnitz. She studied in Weimar and Mannheim, achieving a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts in Media Art and Design and a Master of Arts in Communication 
Design. She moved back to Chemnitz in 2017, where she joined her family in attending 
the Church of Christ. Kye and Lydia began dating and were married in September of 
2019. Lydia has been a support to the church in the youth and women’s ministries. She 
also serves the church with her skills as a graphic designer. Lydia works part-time for a 
Christian publishing house in Chemnitz, SegensArt. 



Look back >>>>>>> 
  & go forward!

From September 2015 until May 2021 Kye worked full-time with the Church of Christ 
in Chemnitz. He mastered the German language and became well integrated into the 
culture. As youth minister, he has seen the youth grow in faith. They are becoming 
contributing young adult members of the church. Kye has been responsible for their 
Sunday morning Bible class, Thursday night lifegroup, events, retreats, and more. 
Lydia has been incredibly valuable to the youth work, becoming a mentor, friend, and 
support. The Courtrights have developed lifelong bonds with the youth and know that 
God will continue to use that connection for faith growth.

Kye has focused efforts with the Chemnitz church in functioning more as one body, 
becoming better organized, more effective communicators, and more aware of taking 
on leadership roles to serve in love. Another focus has been on getting the word out. 
Kye has maintained efforts through the Let’s Start Talking program to study the Bible 
with dozens of people. 2020 and the pandemic presented many challenges, but the 
church has learned to be innovative in finding ways to worship and have fellowship in 
difficult circumstances. We have both learned much from the past five years, and God 
is utilizing all of these experiences to prepare us for a new work in Germany.

Throughout Kye’s tenure in Chemnitz, he supported the church plant in Leipzig. 
Beginning in 2016 and continuing throughout 2018, Kye travelled to Leipzig each Sun-
day to worship with the congregation and to support the missionaries there, Mark and 
Karen Abercrombie, with preaching and song leading. Lydia also became involved in 
the weekly trips, encouraging and supporting the church in Leipzig. Between us and 
the Abercrombies a good relationship was formed around a love for God, His Church, 
and the German people. 



After the announcement of the departure of the two other families on the mission 
team, the Abercrombies approached us to consider joining the work for the Lord’s 
Church in Leipzig. 

We have prayerfully decided to move to Leipzig this summer, June 2021. 
God is active in Germany and in Leipzig. 

Eastern Germany can be a challenging place to evangelize; however, the Holy Spirit 
is calling on hearts to turn to God in Jesus Christ. We are answering the call to make 
relationships, build community, and reach the people of Leipzig with the Gospel. 
We are grateful for the preparation and learning we have received in our time in 
Chemnitz and believe God is now placing us in Leipzig to partner with him, Mark and 
Karen, and the other members of the congregation there for his saving purposes.

Make a decision 
- prayerfully



The new place!
Leipzig is a city of 115 square miles 
with a population of 605,500 people. 
Think of it like half the size of the city of 
Tulsa with one and half times as many 
people.

605,500 
population

115 
square miles

Germany has a complicated history. 
The efforts of the German Democratic Republic 
(Eastern Germany) left behind a population that 
has become highly irreligious. The GDR discouraged 
religious belief and put many obstacles in the way 
of Christians. 

In 1950, between 80-90% percent of the GDR 
people were members of the church. In 1990, 
that number had dwindled to around 30%.

While the majority of the population claims no 
belief, Christ is still building his Church, and he is not 
finished with the people of former Eastern Germany. 

Germans are generally very skeptical, but they care 
deeply. Ethics are taught in school, and people in 
Germany tend to have a sense of responsibility to 
the planet and its inhabitants. Many of these ethics 
are biblically based principles, as the country and its 
culture have been formed by the church. 

                       The church can rise up, bridge the
gap, and proclaim the true origin of

these values: God.

Leipzig is a booming city; in fact, it is the fastest 
growing city in Germany. The city attracts workers in 
the automobile and information technology sectors, 
among others. The city is home to a university of 
30,000 students and has the largest terminal train 
station in Europe. As people continue to pour into 
Leipzig, the church is presented with a unique op-
portunity to reach others with the Gospel. 

30,000
students

Boom!//////////////////



The Church of Christ in Leipzig started when Mark and Karen 
Abercrombie moved there at the end of 2009. 
Larry and Pam Sullivan, longtime missionaries to Chemnitz, 
moved to join them. 

2009

Together, they began to reach people using the Let’s Start 
Talking program. They began a small house church that soon 
moved into its own rooms. Many contacts have been made and 
relationships have been built around hours of Bible study. 
In the first few years several baptisms took place. 

German society is fluid, with people moving because of job changes or to 
study. This has resulted in several of the church members leaving to other 
cities. In 2016, the Sullivans returned to the USA after about 25 years of 
mission work.

In 2017 and 2019, two other American 
families joined the Abercrombies. 
As a result of different circumstances, 
both of those families returned to the 
USA in July 2020 and February 2021. 

2016

2019

2020

2021

the 
church 
plant 

Through all of this change, 
a small group of believers 
continues to meet and worship. 

Mark and Karen have been faithful to this work, 
and their commitment has not wavered. 

We are hoping to help the church in Leipzig 
find a new stability and be in a place to reach 
out with the love of Christ to bring people 
into fellowship with Him as one community.

2017

In 2019, the church moved 
into new rooms in a corner 
building in a densely popu-
lated part of the city, Gohlis.



Mark and Karen Abercrombie have been married 
for 40 years. They are parents to Christopher and 
Elizabeth Ratliff, and Richard and Maranda Nash, 
and grandparents to Logan, Aiden, Mallory, Aria 
and Natalie.
Mark and Karen worshipped and served as mem-
bers of the Levy church of Christ family in North 
Little Rock, Arkansas before moving to Germany in 
2006 to serve as foreign missionaries. 
They worked as a part of the church in Bremen, 
Germany from 2006-2008, with the church in 
Chemnitz from September 2008 until October 
2009 when they moved to Leipzig. They began to 
meet as the church in their home. They continue 
to live in Leipzig and work with the church there. 
They are excited to have Kye and Lydia jump on 
board with them in the mission effort in Leipzig!

The Team

Karen & Mark

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Family Time 



Goals & Objectives
LONG-TERM & OVERARCHING GOALS:

• To develop a self-leading Gemeinde (church communi-
ty) that is being transformed into the image of Christ.

• To be intentional disciples of Christ: Disciples who 
help others be disciples who go help others be  
disciples.

• Maintain oversight of the teaching and of the needs  
of the church members and friends of the church.

• Support the church to use their God-given gifts to  
lead and serve one another for God’s purposes  
and to His glory. 

SHORT-TERM GOALS:

• Move from Chemnitz to Leipzig
• Get settled and accustomed to the city
• Establish roles as new members of the mission team
• Build relationships with the members of the Leipzig 

church
• Do self-care, remaining rooted in prayer and  

Scripture, taking needed times of rest and recovery.
• Be neighbors, get involved in the  

neighborhood and community.
• Begin to establish evangelism efforts (LST, small 

groups, individual studies, community activities)



How you can help

We need your prayer. 
God listens to us and works wonders for us 
on behalf of His Kingdom. 
God has promised us that he answers us 
and gives according to His will. 
Please add us to your prayer list and the 
entire work with the Leipzig church.
Please continue to pray for Chemnitz as 
they continue without us being so involved. 
Ask for unity and growth in both congrega-
tions. For Leipzig, ask God to give us wisdom 
and creativity mixed with courage 
and boldness for His Word. 

CONTACT INFO:

Mail (starting in June):
Adolph-Menzel-Straße 34
04157 Leipzig, Germany 
Email: 
kye.courtright@gmail.com
ly.courtright@gmail.com
or Kye on Facebook Messenger
WhatsApp, iMessage, or Facetime:
+49176-66073147

TO OUR NEWSLETTERS:

click here to sign up! :-) 

http://eepurl.com/hs4TK9

Subscribe

Additionally, we are looking to expand our supporter base. 
If you do not yet give and would like to support the work in Leipzig, we would 
welcome your help. The cost of living in Leipzig is higher than in Chemnitz. The 
nature of the work in Leipzig is also different. In Chemnitz, we had a church that 
supported the costs of the building and ministries itself. In Leipzig, that is a dif-
ferent story. By supporting us, you will be directly helping provide the church in 
Leipzig a place to meet and the means to reach out to the community for Christ.  

We provide our supporters with regular updates with what is going on. We would 
love for you to be involved in the Kingdom work in Leipzig in any way possible. 
Come and visit us one day! No matter how you choose to be involved, please 
subscribe to our newsletter. To all our supporters who back us in prayer and with 
donations, thank you for your sacrifices and your love! We are so grateful for you!

To give, you can send checks with a memo of “Courtright - Leipzig missions” 
to the Stillwater Church of Christ, 821 N. Duck St., Stillwater, OK 74075.
or you can set up a recurring donation via the auto-draft form (see last page).
Additionally, you can give online at  
https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/Stil821611, choosing Missions,   
  Courtright, and type in the amount. Through the online portal, 
       you can also decide to provide one-time or recurring gifts.

Thank you for your support and interest in God’s Church in Germany. 
We are excited about this new adventure in Leipzig and cannot wait 

to see what Christ will do in this city! 

Thank You! 
   God bless


