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Keeping up with the Courtrights

	 We hope this newsletter finds you well. There is certainly a lot going on the in the world.  
The more we talk with others, we find that the pandemic has added a lot of stress and pressure to 
already complex life situations. We pray that God bless you and be with you through all the things 
you and your family are currently experiencing. 

	 Lydia and I took some time in September to get away. 
We took a trip to the Baltic Sea a couple weeks before our 
anniversary to celebrate. Lydia loves the sea and shared her 
love for the crisp, clean air, the seagulls, and the calming waves.  
We thank God for providing us time to be together to relax and 
rejuvenate outdoors. It was a really special time to be together 
as a couple and reflect on this incredible year. God has sent all 
kinds of things our way. It has been an adventure with ups and 
downs, crises and pandemics, surprises and letdowns, but 
through it all, we have been sticking together and growing 
together. God is good and His grace has brought us all the more closer this year. 

	 Lydia’s company, SegensArt, has been going through a tough time during the pandemic. 
They sent most of their workers in Kurzarbeit (“short work”), which basically means that she has 
been at home and the employment office provides subsidiary funding for companies and 
employees who have been impacted by the current economic situation. Lydia is currently working 
about one day a week, and it gives us time to work together on ministry projects. 

	 Kye continues work on his Mdiv this fall semester. One big challenge is beginning to learn 
the Hebrew language. His second course is focused on the contexts of ministry. This means 
putting into practice some of the theoretical work learned thus far and reflecting on it, learning out 
of ministry experiences to make more faithful responses to God as individuals and as a church.


Keeping up with the Chemnitz Church 


	 The church has been meeting again in person over the last few months. Everything has 
gone smoothly. Overall, Germany has handled the pandemic well; however, there has been a rise in 
the number of cases over the last six weeks. It has not spiked yet and the country has not called 
for harsher restrictions, unlike some of the other countries around us. We continue to remain 
hopeful that we can continue to meet in person while social distancing and wearing masks. 

	 After going through an anonymous nomination process, our church selected three men as 
candidates to become elders. Over the last couple of weeks, we met with each candidate to talk 
about him possibly taking on the role. We have come to no conclusion yet, but the conversations 
are ongoing. Since this would be a first for the Chemnitz church, there are definitely some 
questions and topics to discuss. What will it really look like when they are elders? How will they 
spend their time and shepherd the church? Can they realistically sacrifice their time and energy for 
this role? There is a lot to think, talk, and pray about. I ask you to pray for the three men, their 
families, and the whole church family in Chemnitz as the process continues. It is definitely exciting, 
but just as everybody is dealing with a lot of stress and uncertain situations, it does add another 
level of difficulty in making this decision. We know God can do anything and is taking care of the 
church throughout this process.
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	 We continue to praise God for Giulia’s decision to be 
baptized. Please pray for her and her continued growth in Christ. 
She ended her high school in July, and she begins a “gap year” on 
Thursday this week working with a Kindergarten. 

	 In August, we took the youth on a camping trip. Giulia, 
Timon, and Leonie took part. We slept in tents, cooked our own 
food, went hiking and biking, and had an amazing time outdoors. 
Our trip took us to the Saxony Switzerland National Park south of 
Dresden, and our campsite was directly on the bank of the Elbe 
River. Our theme was “Fresh!” This has somehow entered the 
German language as a slang word for teens. Not only did we 
talk about things we find cool, but we focussed on the life-
giving Holy Spirit, who Jesus sends to us as His followers in 
faith. We used John 4:14 and 7:37-39 as our theme verses. 
“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of 
living water will flow from within him.” Our first night really had 
an impact as the Lord sent us heavy rain as we had our 
devotional. It certainly was “fresh.”

	 The youth summer camp for all the German churches 
took place on Zoom this year. Instead of being a week long,  
it was just for a weekend. The shortened, online format went 
well. The teens enjoyed seeing one another and worshipping 
together. It went so well that they requested more online 
options in the future. We are planning five online meetings in 
the next year for the German teens with another couple from 
Munich. We pray God will use these times to bless these 
teens from around the country to increase their faith in Christ. 

	 We continue to focus on encouraging the church. 
Spending time on excursions, talks over dinner, or meeting for 
coffee is a great way to increase fellowship. Lydia went with 
Ellen and Nina last week for a hike. The ladies were able to 
share more of their life and faith with one another. Visiting our 
elderly is also a priority. Traudel struggles with pain in her 
joints and face. She does not attend church because of the 
COVID risk. When we visit her, she encourages us with her 
wisdom, perseverance, and faith.


Prayer Requests

• Lydia and Kye — continued growth in our marriage, Lydia’s company, Kye’s studies, and wisdom for this 

unprecedented time as we desire to make difficult, faithful decisions for the future ministry. 
• Youth group - Continued praise for Giulia’s baptism, strength for all the teens as they make decisions for 

their futures after school and remaining faithful. Also for the teens in all the churches in Germany. 

• Chemnitz Church - Continued health and safety, increased unity and wisdom during the elder selection 

process, that God will help us in a time of transition and increased stress, and Traudel.

• Readers - Katja as a foster mom, Carina & Aimeé as they learn about the Bible for the first time.

We continue to pray for you all as well. May God bless you and keep you always.  
Thank you for being our support and helping us be a light to the community here.  
Thank you for all you do and for sharing your love with us. 

 In Christ’s great love, 

Kye & Lydia
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