
“New Creation”    By Randy Roper

Bible Study & Discussion Guide
Use this study guide on Sunday evening or at another time as a supplement to 
the Sunday sermon on May 17. After viewing the sermon entitled “New Creation” 
on the Edmond Church of Christ Youtube channel, use this discussion guide for 
a small group Bible study or devotional with family members in your house or 
friends in a video conference.

Main Idea: When we surrender our lives to Christ, everything changes. God 
transforms us into a “new creation,” which means, among other things, we see 
ourselves, others and the world differently. Finding your way back to God means 
being made new by God and trading a worldly perspective for spiritual vision.

Open Arms 
Finding Your Way Back



Open
• How would you explain the biggest difference between life lived with Christ and life 

lived apart from Christ?

• What do you think it means that God is making all things new (Revelation 21:5)?

God’s will involves restorative work in our world that will culminate in all things being 
made new by Him. God provides new life to anyone who submits to Christ as Lord and 
Savior. New life in Christ is not just a blessing we receive in Christ, it is a new identity 
and perspective we possess. If we fail to understand and embrace our new life, the 
appeal of our “old life” may be too strong to overcome.

Dig:
Read 2 Corinthians 5:6-10

• What does the phrase “at home in the body” (NIV) mean?

• Contrast the meaning of “living by faith” versus “living by sight.” What do these choices 
look like in everyday life?

• What is the common destiny of all people? How do you feel about the “judgment seat of 
Christ”?

Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians is a personal manifesto of sorts. He opens up to his 
readers and gives us a glimpse into his heart and mind. As he writes—inspired by the Holy 
Spirit—he speaks from his own perspective about life and faith. From Paul’s point of view, 
there are two very different ways to live—by faith or by sight. 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-15
As Paul tries to reconnect with the Corinthian Christians, he continues to contrast two 
different perspectives associated with two different ways to live.

• What did Paul mean when he referred to “those who take pride in what is seen rather 
than what is in the heart”?

New life in Christ is not just a 
blessing ... it is a new identity and 
perspective we possess.



By the grace of God, Paul had a 
powerful and personal experience 
with Christ that changed everything...

What a great example of being made 
into a new creation by God!

• Paul explained that he was compelled by Christ’s love. In what ways is Christ’s love 
compelling? 

• What do you think is the compelling force in the life of someone who chooses to live 
apart from Christ? 

Paul continues in chapter 5 to explain his position and perspective which, in turn, shape 
his posture toward other people. Continuing with the contrast of two different ways to 
live, two different compelling forces and two different reasons for living, he explains the 
transformative power at work in our lives through Christ.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
• How does someone with a “worldly point of view” see Christ and his church?

• What does it mean that in Christ we are a “new creation”? What part of us is new? 

• How should being made new in Christ influence how we live, especially in light of what 
Paul says about viewing Christ and others?

• What does “reconciliation” mean?

• How are you participating in the ministry of reconciliation?

• Who do you know who is truly an ambassador of Christ? What is it about this person 
that indicates to you that he/she is an ambassador?

Much of this section of scripture is about contrasts. Paul speaks from experience, 
understanding firsthand the two different ways to live in relation to Christ. By the grace of 
God, Paul had a powerful and personal experience with Christ that changed everything—
his identity, his perspective, his purpose and his destiny. What a great example of being 
made into a new creation by God!



Prayer Starter

“Holy Father, thank you for your redemptive 
and restorative work in our world. You are 
making all things new, including us, and we 
thank you. Help us see ourselves as new 
creations, and help us see others and the 
world with new eyes…”

Reflect & Apply
• When are you most tempted to “live for yourself” (v. 15)?

• What does newness in Christ look like? What specific areas of your life are being 
made new by God in Christ?

• With a new identity comes a new perspective. How has your perspective on yourself, 
other people, your purpose, the world, etc. changed since becoming a Christian?

• Can someone be an ambassador of Christ and still view Jesus and/or other people 
from a worldly perspective? Explain.

• How can you participate more fully in the ministry of reconciliation? What specific 
things can you do differently?

• Who needs to hear that new life and new hope can be found in Christ? How can you 
tell them?
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