
“Come Home”    By Randy Roper

Bible Study & Discussion Guide
Use this study guide on Sunday evening or at another time as a supplement to the 
Sunday sermon on May 10. After viewing the sermon entitled “Come Home” on the 
Edmond Church of Christ Youtube channel, use this discussion guide for a small 
group Bible study or devotional with family members in your house or friends in a 
video conference.

Main Idea: When we venture out into the world, we sometimes realize the road 
back home to God can be difficult. But home is where God is, and where He wants 
us to be. The famous parable in Luke 15 reminds us who is waiting for our arrival 
home--a loving Father who seeks, runs and celebrates for us!

Open Arms 
Finding Your Way Back



Open
• Describe the ideal home—not necessarily the features of a physical house, but rather, 

your idea of what home should be.

• Why do you think the Bible often uses the metaphors of family and home to describe 
God and His people? 

• What might these metaphors convey to individuals who have a negative view of their 
own earthly home or family? Explain.

• Why do people sometimes leave their spiritual home?

In scripture, God is often depicted as our heavenly Father, and the church is described as a 
family (e.g., Ephesians 2:19). We should feel at home with God and His people. But tragically, 
individuals sometimes choose to leave their spiritual homes or feel abandoned by their 
spiritual families.

Dig
Read Luke 15:11-16

• Look back at Luke 15 in your Bible. What two short parables (i.e., stories) had Jesus just 
shared before the parable in today’s reading?

• How do both of the previous parables end?

• In the parable about the father and his two sons, what is implied by the younger son’s 
request to get his inheritance immediately?

• How would you have felt if you were the father hearing this request? How would you 
likely respond?

At this point in the story, we see the first unexpected turn of events. Despite still being 
alive, the father divides up his estate for his sons. The word in the text is bios, which refers 
to “life,” and where we get the word “biology.” This father divided up his livelihood, or the 
resources that sustained his life. In essence, this father gave up up his life. Does that sound 
familiar? As we will continue to see, the father in the story reflects our Father above.

• What did the younger son do with his part of the inheritance?

• What is your reaction to the younger son’s decisions and actions?

• Where did he end up? 

• What is the significance of a Jewish man working with pigs? Why did Jesus include this 
detail in the story?



If you know a little bit about the Law and Jewish customs, pigs were considered unclean in 
that culture. To work with pigs and crave the food they eat would be rock bottom for most 
people in that time. Jesus’ crowd, including the Pharisees, would especially shake their 
heads in disgust.

Read Luke 15:17-20a
• What does it mean that he “came to his senses” (v. 17)? 

• Why and how has the younger son’s attitude changed?

• What do you think he is expecting when he arrives home?

Read Luke 15:20b-24
• How did the father respond to his son’s return?

• What details of this part of the story stand out to you? Why?

• How do you think the son felt about his homecoming reception?

Read Luke 15:25-32
• What emotions were triggered in the older son at his brother’s return? 

Are they justified?

• What is at the core of the older brother’s concern? 

• Put the father’s response to the older son into your own words. What 
was at the heart of his message to his son?

• What is the main point of Jesus’ parable?

Return, recovery and redemption should prompt celebration. When death 
gives way to life, the only appropriate response is genuine joy! Celebration is 
the common thread that weaves together Jesus’ three parables in Luke 15. 

When someone who has been away from God and the church comes home, the best 
response is not to point fingers but to party!

Reflect & Apply
• Who do you identify with most in this story? Explain.

• How do you view people who have left God and the church, or those who choose to live 
their lives apart from Christ?



• For those who are away, how can they “come to their senses” about their 
situation? What role, if any, do Christians have in raising the spiritual 
awareness of others?

• Jesus uses the words “lost” and “dead” to represent individuals who are 
away from God. What is the value of using these words today? What is the 
danger?

• When are Christians sometimes like the older brother? How can that 
mindset be overcome?

• How does 1 John 3:1 relate to this parable? What is your response to this 
specific passage of scripture?

• What does it look like for the church to “celebrate and be glad” when 
someone comes to Christ?

• Who needs to hear about a loving Father who runs to embrace them? How 
and when will you tell them?

Prayer Starter

“Heavenly Father, we bring shame to your name 
sometimes. We demand things from you and fail to 
act sometimes as your grateful children. Thank you 
for embracing us—even amid our flaws and failures—
and for welcoming us home. Forgive us when we act 
like the older brother and help us to reflect your heart 
in this world. Right now, we specifically pray for the 
following people…”
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