
“(Un)Beautiful Bride”    By Randy Roper

Bible Study & Discussion Guide
Use this study guide on Sunday evening or at another time as a supplement to 
the Sunday sermon on April 26. After viewing the sermon entitled “(Un)Beautiful 
Bride” on the Edmond Church of Christ Youtube channel, use this discussion 
guide for a small group Bible study or devotional with family members in your 
house or friends in a video conference.

Main Idea: In scripture, the metaphor of a bride is used to describe God’s people. 
One day, when God makes all things new, the beauty of a pure and holy God will 
be seen in his people, His bride (Rev. 21).  We long for that day! But until then, we 
acknowledge there are times when the church, the bride of Christ, is not always 
very beautiful. Some people have checked out of church because they have been 
hurt or disillusioned by the church.

Open Arms 
Finding Your Way Back



Open:
• What metaphor can you think of to describe the church (e.g., team, family, hospital, 

human body)? Explain.

• What is your personal experience with church? How has church been a part of your 
story?

• What expectations do people have of a church?

Some people have left church following a bad experience. Harsh words, hurt feelings and 
painful misunderstandings have driven people away from something they desperately 
need—a called out community of faith. Maybe you can relate, or maybe you know someone 
who checked out of church because of a bad experience with Christians.

Dig:
Read Revelation 21:1-5

• How does this passage describe heaven? 

• What is most striking to you about this description of eternity?

• Why do you think the metaphor of a “beautiful bride” is used in this passage to 
describe God’s people? What comes to your mind when you read it?

While God’s people are described as a “beautiful bride” in the passage above, experience 
tells us the church (including various congregations) is not always perceived as beautiful. 
One day, God will make all things new, but until then the church continues to function as 
flawed people in an imperfect world.

The church is a body of believers, not a building. Because the church is made up of 
imperfect people, there is no such thing as a perfect church (Yes, we are made perfect by 
the sacrifice of Jesus, but we do not always act perfectly).



Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26
• What metaphor is used in this passage to describe the church? Why do you think Paul 

used this metaphor to describe the church?  

• What are some of the main points in this specific teaching about the church?

• What is the significance of the church being made up of Jews and Gentiles, and slave 
and free (v. 13)? 

• Do you think diversity within the first century church ever contributed to conflict? 
Explain.

Read James 3:2 
• What does the truth of James 3:2 tell us about people, and therefore, about the church?

• Who needs to hear James 3:2 more—people inside the church or people outside the 
church? 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
• What is the context of this passage? In other words, what prompted Paul’s pleading to 

God?

• What was God’s response to Paul’s request?

• What does God’s response tell us about God? What does it tell us about our own 
limitations and “thorns?”

• How is God’s power made perfect in our weakness? 

• How does this important teaching apply to the church? 

We read in Hebrews 10:25 that Christians should promote unity through love, “not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.” As that Day approaches, everyone must decide 
how he/she will live in relation to God’s called out people, the Church.

GOD’S PEOPLE ARE FLAWED  BUT FORGIVEN. 

Jesus has redeemed his church, but until we are in heaven, 
we function in this world as his imperfect ambassadors. 



Prayer Starter

“Heavenly Father, we look forward with anticipation to 
the Day when you will make all things new.  We thank 
you for the work of renewal and forgiveness you are 
doing among us even now.  Help us, the church, the 
bride of Christ, to reveal the beauty of your truth and 
love in this world in the following ways…”

The church is made up of imperfect people, but imperfection is not a good reason to leave 
the church. Someone once used the illustration of a trip on an airplane. As a passenger, 
you may not agree with or even like other passengers on board. You may not approve of 
some bad attitudes or negative behaviors by other passengers. But you most likely would 
not decide to jump out of the plane! Leaving the plane would, of course, put your life at risk. 
Instead, you would choose to stay onboard so you could reach your final destination. 

Reflect & Apply:
• What is the point of the airplane illustration above? 

• Are people’s expectations of the church realistic and reasonable? Explain.

• If you know someone who has checked out of church due to a bad experience with 
church, how could that situation have been avoided?

• How can the church embrace our fallibility without using it as an excuse for bad 
behavior?

• What obligation do Christians have to those who have experienced either real or 
perceived pain caused by the church? How should we approach such people?

• How can the church become more “beautiful” to a watching world? 


