
“The Wrong God”
Bible Study & Discussion Guide
Use this study guide on Sunday evening or at another time as a supplement to the 
Sunday sermon on April 19. After viewing the sermon entitled “The Wrong God” 
on the Edmond Church of Christ YouTube channel, use this discussion guide for 
a small group Bible study or devotional with family members in your house or 
friends in a video conference.

Main Idea: We often make assumptions about God and allow those assumptions 
to form a picture of God in our minds. We tend to create God in our own image, 
meaning we try to determine God’s complete identity based on human logic, 
thoughts and feelings. How we view God is important because our view of God 
shapes our response to God. Some people have left God—or are contemplating 
leaving God—but tragically, they are leaving the wrong god.

Open Arms 
Finding Your Way Back



Open
• Come up with an analogy that best captures your main view of God: 

God is like a  (e.g., judge in a courtroom, police officer, grandfather, 
genie in a bottle, Santa Claus, shepherd, coach, best friend, CEO of a company, etc.)

• When have you heard some of the examples above used to describe God?

• Can we adequately describe God with human terms and analogies? Why or why not? 

One young writer makes an interesting point about how our view of God is often obstructed: 
“Between people and God have come obscuring layers of tradition, misinformation, 
ignorance, and wishful thinking, making it difficult for anyone—believers and non-believers 
alike—to find out who God is anymore” (Wesley Baines).

Our view of God matters because, naturally, we respond to God based on how we perceive 
God. But what if the “God” we are ready to abandon or walk away from is the wrong god? 
A mistaken identity of God leads to a misguided response to God. What a tragedy to walk 
away from a presumed image of God that is inaccurate or incomplete. 

Dig
Read Exodus 34:4-7

• What do you learn about God from this passage?

• What is your reaction to God’s description of himself?

• Why does God both forgive sin and punish sin? How can God be both merciful and just? 
Explain.

In the Old Testament, a man named Job experienced incredible suffering. In an instant, he 
lost virtually everything. His intense loss launched him on a gut-wrenching pursuit to find 
out who God is and how He works in this world. Job asked the question we often ask when 
we see or experience suffering and injustice: Why? 



In the end, God never really answered Job’s big question. Instead, after several chapters of 
divine discourse between Job and God, Job ultimately discovered that fully understanding 
God is not nearly as important (or as likely) as fully trusting God. 

Read Job 42:1-6
• Put Job’s final response to God, recorded in this passage, into your own words. What 

did Job conclude and declare to God?

• What did Job mean when he said, “My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes have 
seen you” (v. 5)?

• From what you know about Job’s story, how do you think Job’s experiences in life 
shaped his view of God?

Although we are limited in our understanding of God, He decided to make himself known to 
us more intimately by sending His son to put on flesh and dwell among us (John 1). In a way, 
Jesus coming into our world was a way for us to get a glimpse of the identity and nature of 
God on our own terms. We could see, hear and experience him in the flesh.  

• What does Jesus tell us about God?

Paul helped answer the question above as he tried to convey a strong sense of assurance 
to believers facing hardship in Rome. He wanted them (and us) to have a clearer picture of 
God so the doubts and difficulties of life would not be enough to pull us away from God. 

Read Romans 8:31-39
• What are some things we learn about God from this passage?

• What words or phrases in this passage speak to God being our advocate?

• Why did Christians in Rome during the first century need to hear this description of 
God?

• Why do we need to hear this description of God?

• How do you reconcile this description of God in Romans 8 with the “ruthless and 
callous” God often associated with much of the Old Testament? 



Reflect & Apply
• What are some things that obscure our view of God?

• What has informed and influenced your view of God (e.g., certain people, events, life 
experiences, sermons, personal study, media, etc.?)

• How does your view of God impact your response to God?

• What does it mean to you that “God is for us” (Romans 8:31)?

• When and why do we need to hear that “nothing can separate us from the love of God”?

• How can Christians portray an accurate picture of God to the world?

Prayer Starter
“Holy Father, your ways are not our ways. You are 
mighty, holy, perfect and sovereign. You are…

God, thank you for revealing your heart to us in 
the person of Jesus. And thank you for being my 
advocate. It means so much to me that nothing can 
separate me from your love in Jesus…

Forgive me when I assume I know more than 
you, Lord. Help me trust you more in the following 
situations…”
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