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Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
 
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because 
you know that the family of believers throughout 
the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

To him be the power for ever and ever.
Amen. 

1  P E T E R  5 : 7 - 1 1

https://edmondchurchofchrist.com
https://edmondchurchofchrist.com
http://www.edmondchurchofchrist.com


Our plan for upcoming assemblies:
 In compliance with recommendations that came out this week from our government’s 
Coronavirus Task Force and the CDC, we are continuing to cancel all Edmond church of Christ 
public gatherings of 10 or more people for the foreseeable future. This decision impacts 
all worship services, Bible classes, Monday for the Master, any groups and organizations 
meeting at our building, funerals, weddings, etc.

From Our Shepherds
 
 We find ourselves in unprecedented and very strange times with this pandemic and I am 
saddened that we cannot meet together as body. Situations like these make us realize how 
much we take for granted. We are thankful that God, our Father, is in control and we can be 
thankful that we can worship together through an online service. 
 On behalf of the shepherds of this congregation, please know that we are praying for each 
of you. Continue to let us know if there is a need we can help you with during this time apart. 
Finally, let me encourage you to be a light for Jesus to the community around you and to keep 
praying. Little things- like a call, a text message, or a card, are important to keep us connected 
during this time. 
        Tom Breninger, for the Shepherds 

HOSPITALIZED 
CHILDREN’S - Kaden Gee 
MERCY - Jerry Bryant, Wiley Risley 
INTEGRIS I35 - Rich Walts 
HOSPICE 
PONCA CITY - Zella Nance  
HOME - Jonathan King (no visitors) 
CONTINUED PRAYERS 
Glendell Norman, Betty Wright, 
Kay Shough, Rosa Manhalter, 
Mary Carney, Betty Maston, 
Sharon Vaulner, Lou Ellen Spencer, 
Brenda Risley’s father, Lorraine 
Griffin, Linda Dills’grandkids, Tina 
Mansfield, Rodney Chambers, 
Paul Eubanks, David & Kafie 

Carman, Kaye Boyce, Ruth Smith, 
Budd Hoaas, Vickie Trotter’s 
brother, Linda DeBusk, Wiley 
& Judith Risley, Michael Dean, 
Lynn Elkins, Bobby Higgs, Mary 
Stohldrier’s daughter, Nancy Dew, 
Dorothy Budde, Jim Hawkins, 
Carole Whitehead, Glenda Smith’s 
son, Jackie Sanders, Phil & Janelle 
Mackey, Kristin Burton’s mother, 
Mickey Crittenden 
THOSE IN THE MILITARY 
Chris Gehri, Bradley Martin, Alex 
Young, Miller Burkson, Clayton 
Williams, Cody Phillips, Alison 
Young, Cassie Essary, Abe 

Spillman, Dustin Laxton, Aaron 
Mashburn, Cade Mashburn, 
Brian Hughey, Will Givens, Steven 
Washko 
SYMPATHY TO 
JEANETTE WIEDERSTEIN and her 
family in the death of her mother, 
Clara Mae Bryan.  
BUCK BUCHANAN in the death of 
his brother-in-law.  
CONGRATULATIONS TO 
JOSH & ALLI SOKOLNICKI on the 
birth of Hayes Riley. He was 8 lbs 
12 oz and his big brother is Gavin.  
WILL BLANCHARD on his 
appointment as OCA’s President.  

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

March 29, 2020 
THIS SUNDAY’S SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE ON YOUTUBE STARTING AT
9:30 AM, SUNDAY, MARCH 29 , AND CAN BE STREAMED ANY TIME AFTERWARDS.  

While we will not be meeting for worship face-to-face for the foreseeable future, we will 
continue to worship, and we will continue to function as the Body of Christ. There is an 
online worship service you can participate in at home this Sunday, March 29. The service 
will be online starting at 9:30 am, and can be accessed anytime afterwards. This is a great 
opportunity to be reminded that the church is not the building, but a body of believers 
following Jesus. Not a place, but a people.

In the Light
Let Your Light 
Shine
Phil Sanders

 

Watch on YouTube Sunday starting at 9:30am

Watch on youtube.com/edmondchurchofchrist

BIBLE HOUR
Thanks to Brenda Gordon and other volunteers, there will be a Bible hour video on youtube 
this week! CLICK HERE TO WATCH STARTING SUNDAY AT 8:45AM.

https://www.youtube.com/edmondchurchofchrist
https://www.youtube.com/edmondchurchofchrist
https://youtu.be/RBv8o8kyNSM


Unleavened Bread
¼ cup Flour
1/8 tsp salt
1 tbsp shortening (or oil)
1 tbsp ice cold water

Mix flour and salt together, add shortening, mix until there are 
small lumps. Add water and mix to form ball. Roll out on floured 
surface or between sheets of parchment paper until you have 
a 6” to 8” oval. Place on cookie sheet and prick the top of the 
surface with a fork. Bake at 400 degrees for 8-10 minutes (until 
light brown around the edges). Can be kept in refrigerator for 
several weeks **If you don’t have a rolling pin, you can use a 
glass on its side or your fingers to press it out.  

COMMUNION
“On the first day of the week we came together to break bread.” - Acts 20
“Coming together” will look very different in the next few weeks. We will include 
communion thoughts along with our recorded worship so you can “break bread” with 
your church family from where you are. We will have some packaged “to-go” communion 
available in the church office. You may be able to purchase communion supplies (grape 
juice and matzo bread, or make your own unleavened bread). If you need communion 
supplies delivered, please call the church office. 



GIVING
Please consider from the following ways to continue your giving:
 1. Mail a Check (801 S Bryant Ave, Edmond, OK 73034) 
 2. Give Online (click the link below and choose “OFFERING” in the designation menu) 

CHURCH  OFFICE: (405) 341-3353
The church building will be closed for the time being. We have forwarded the phone so that 
we will still be able to take your calls. Please call if we can help in any way.

CHURCH  BUILDING
While we will not be meeting in our facilities, we have planned to have our janitorial team 
do extra cleaning and sanitizing of our children’s spaces, auditorium and other well used 
areas.

REACH OUT
Encourage One Another
In this time of social distancing it is more important than ever to keep in touch. Our 
members who are in Senior Living facilities are essentially shut-in. Consider sending a card 
or have your children send some artwork. A list is available in the member section of CCB. 

If you can help others:
Call the office if there is any way you may be able to help your church family.

If you need help:
Call the office to let us know your need and we will try our best to connect you with 
someone who can help. 

Prayer Requests
We want to continue to keep lifting each other up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made 
by calling the church office, emailing danielle@edmondcc.com or completing an entry at 
edmondchurchofchrist.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/280/responses/new. 
We look forward to the day we can meet together again.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE ONLINE

mailto:danielle%40edmondcc.com?subject=Prayer%20Request
https://edmondchurchofchrist.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/280/responses/new
https://edmondchurchofchrist.com/home/give-online


CHEMITZ, GERMANY  -  Kye Courtright
 We met as a church family on Sunday over the Zoom platform. We experienced no 
technical problems and were able to have almost the entire congregation present online. It 
was such a blessing and encouragement to sing, pray, and hear the Word together. We got 
incredibly positive feedback from everyone. God is working in incredible ways during this 
time. Blessings.
 
AQUILES, MEXICO  -  Ismael Reséndez Alfaro
Dear brothers in Christ,
 I want to share with you that our brothers in the Sierra are all well, by the grace of God. 
 My family continues working with the plans that we have for April, regarding the 
preparation of the care-packages that are shared with the families of the Sierra, which has 
been a yearly blessing. 
 We continue praying to our God, for His guidance in all times. Brothers, you are in our 
prayers!  God bless you. 

NAMWIANGA MISSION, ZAMBIA  -  Roy Merritt (missionary and “grandpa” at The Haven)
 Foreigners from countries with cases of the disease are not allowed in. This will have a 
huge negative impact on the work of folks who come on medical campaigns. 
 Figuring out how to protect the babies in our orphanage is tough, many of these babies 
have health problems already and might be particularly vulnerable. We pray the Lord will 
protect our little squeakers.
      
ECUADOR  -  John & Jill Schadegg
 The Schadeggs are doing well. Kumanii is being “maintained” by our wonderful, local 
workers as province to province travel is restricted. Due to the travel advisory we were not 
able to receive our visitors from Harding.  
 For now we are not allowed to travel out of the province. We are only allowed to go 
out for food, medicine, and hospital visits. But if you know our family, we are getting a 
little stir crazy. By the way, we don’t have a TP shortage here. Well, if you want to send an 
encouraging note to us over email here and help us through this trying time as 5 extroverts 
are trapped in a tiny house in Ecuador - we would greatly appreciate it.  Thank you for 
everything you do and have done to support this work, and finally, remember GOD IS IN 
CONTROL!!!

MISSION UPDATES DURING CORONAVIRUS 



WATCH SEARCH ONLINE       www.searchtv.org

WATCH EVERY SUNDAY
7:30am KOCB-TV Channel 34 (OKC, OK) 

MARCH 29
“Overcoming Hurts”

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
All Services, Bible Classes and Events are canceled or postponed until further notice.
Sunday service and other upcoming content may be viewed on the Edmond Church of 
Christ YouTube channel. Sunday sermons will debut at 9:30am.

Evan Burkett
John Frias
Brenda Gordon
Shawn McElroy
Kevin Rayner

Kent Risley 
Jeremy Robertson
Randy Roper
Tony Sepulveda

MINISTRY STAFF
Blaine Allenbach
Richard Blankenship
Tom Breninger
Brad Buxton
Mike Cain
Mark Coleman
Andy Dean
Jim Goodin
Sylvan Gordon

Brent Keck
Lyle Kelsey
David King
Dale Lollar
Jack Lowry
Larry Miller
Merritt Roberts
Lendon Shotts

SHEPHERDS

www.EdmondChurchOfChrist.com/People/Missionaries
OUR MISSIONARIES

youtube.com/edmondchurchofchrist

2020 GIVING
 SUNDAYS COMMISSION SUNDAYS
Annual Plan $ 2,052,076   $ 414,591
Plan thru Last Sunday $ 460,670 $ -
Given Last Sunday  $ 27,122 $ 290
Given thru Last Sunday  $ 467,870  $ 131,955  

http://www.searchtv.org
http://www.EdmondChurchOfChrist.com/People/Missionaries
https://www.youtube.com/edmondchurchofchrist


Read Luke 12:24-34
• Based on this passage, what is Jesus’ attitude towards worry and anxiety? If he were 

sitting next to you what do you think he would tell you about your worries?
• What is the relationship between faith and fear? How do we manage this relationship 

without just adding guilt on top of our anxiety?
• How do our material possessions end up increasing our worry and anxiety?
• What in this passage feels comforting to you? What feels challenging?
• What are some of Christ’s instructions in response to worry and anxiety in this 

passage? What about other places in scripture that address these issues?

DEALING WITH WORRY AND ANXIETY
By Shawn McElroy

At the moment, worry and anxiety seem to be a challenge for many people. While it 
is appropriate to be cautious, it is easy to slip into a life overpowered by fear. Most 
of the news we get seems bad, and the element of uncertainty can be difficult. We 
are in a bit of a “new normal” and no one is sure how long it will last. However, we 
have a God that is bigger than our greatest fears, and Jesus specifically addressed 
the way we should respond to fear, anxiety and worry. Let’s take a few moments to 
look at just one place where Jesus addressed these challenges.

• What things make you feel the most anxious? What are your greatest 
worries? How have they changed in recent weeks?

• Is worry or anxiety ever a good thing? What purpose can it serve? 
When does it become a problem? How do worry and anxiety express 
themselves in your life? 

• Why are we so drawn to worry and anxiety? Why is this a problem 
that so many people struggle with?



Consider the flowers…
Often, in response to anxiety, you will hear experts suggest going outside. It can be calming 
to interact with nature and experience the natural world God gave us. Sometimes it helps 
put things into perspective for us. Even just exposure to sunlight can impact our mental 
health. I find it interesting that one of the first things Jesus mentions is to examine the 
natural world around us as an answer to worry. Is this helpful for you? Are there ways you 
can connect to the world around you to navigate feelings of anxiety and worry? What 
strategies have worked for you in the past?

• How does God’s creation point us towards the creator? How does it increase your faith 
to see the world God made? 

• Examine worry in perspective. What is the eternal impact of your fear and worry? 
What are you truly worried about? How does your worry impact the situation? How can 
your actions impact your situation? Do you simply fear being uncomfortable? What do 
you think God’s concerns are for the world around us? What can you do to make your 
concerns more closely match God’s?

God clothes the grass of the field…
Many experts also recommend writing your thoughts and feelings 
down. Journaling can help you identify some of your more abstract 
thoughts and can help you look at them from a more manageable 
place. How much better would it be to write down our prayers? It 
can serve some of the same purposes, but more importantly, it is 
engaging with God who promises He will meet our needs and take 
care of us.

• Who do you believe God is? We are told over and over in 
scripture that the One who created the universe from nothing, 
parted oceans and stopped the sun loves us. He wants you and 
I to think of Him as a loving Father. How does it change your 
perspective when you think of having God on your side?

• When have you been reminded of God’s power? When has He 
come through for you in the past? How does it impact your 
view when you think of God as the one who meets our needs?

• God also comes through in unexpected ways. How can you 
trust in Him even when things don’t look good?

• What are some ways you can rely on God today? What does 
that truly look like? If you aren’t in a place to be able to turn 
your anxiety over to Him just yet then what are the steps that 
can lead you there?



Seek His Kingdom…
Another common piece of advice is to focus on serving others. I think this is inherent 
in a focus on God’s Kingdom. Often when we are focused on helping those around us, 
we are able to worry less about our own needs and concerns? What benefits have you 
experienced by helping others in the past? How does it change your experience when your 
focus is on Heaven?

• What are some things you can do for God’s kingdom right now? Is there a phone call, 
text or card you can send? Is there any need you can meet right now?

• When do you feel the most at peace? Why? Is peace a goal you have? How do you 
make a conscious choice to move toward peace every day?

• How do we balance being responsible and not living fear-based lives in the current 
situation? 

Pray
Spend some time in prayer. Pray for our 
world, our country and our community. Pray 
for healing, and pray that more people can 
come into a relationship with Him. Spend 
some time praying about your fears, concerns 
and worries. Ask God for peace. Ask God to 
provide opportunities for you to share your 
love and faith with those around you.


