WELCOME HOME
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WELCOME HOME
Season’s Greetings and blessings for Advent!
The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus
meaning “coming” or “visit," begins four Sundays before Christmas and
ends on Christmas Eve. Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year for
Christians.
SUNDAY SCHEDULE *
Traditional Worship
Service at 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education for all
ages at 10:10 a.m.
Contemporary Worship
at 11:10 a.m.
*December 16
Cantata
“The Holy Infant”
One worship service
at 10:00 a.m.
*December 30
One worship service at
10:00 a.m.

Dec. 2 Congregational
Meeting at 9:50 a.m.

CHURCH OFFICE WILL
BE CLOSED:
Thursday and Friday
November 22 and 23
Tuesday-Wednesday
December 25 and 26
Tuesday
January 1, 2019
Monday
January 21, 2019

Advent is such a special time of year. The season is filled with gatherings
and excitement, with concerts and parties, with surprises and presents
and beauty and merriment. The season is filled with the Holy, with the
anticipation and joy of the realization that God dwells among us, that the
God we worship cares about us – individually and collectively – more
deeply than we can fathom.
This short, meaningful, season should be focused on Jesus Christ and the
promise of hope and light he brings to the world. Throughout the month
of December, we will be focusing our attention on that hope and light as
we come together in Bible study, to share devotionals, to serve in a
variety of mission opportunities, to join in a host of fellowship gatherings
and of course, in worship. I hope you will join us and invite someone who
hasn’t felt or known the true meaning of Christmas for a long time, if
ever.
Rather than being distracted by all that will surround us this month, let
us keep our focus on Jesus the Christ, the child born into humility who
takes our faults and futures upon himself and allows us to be born again
into the life God wills for us: a life of peace and reconciliation, a life of
wholeness and hope, a life of abundance and joy. Let us prepare for his
coming among us and welcome him. Let us live as people who know him
as Savior and Lord and rejoice with the heavenly host. Gloria in excelsis
Deo! Grace and peace, Fairfax F.
Advent Blessings,
Shelly
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ADVENT
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – EXPECTATION
December 2
Worship at 9:00 a.m. and 11:10 a.m.
Christian Education at 10:10 a.m.
Congregational Meeting at 9:50 a.m.
Pick up Reflections on the Writings of C. S. Lewis; Peace, Hope Light.
These free Advent Devotionals are located on Main Street.
Visit the Share the Light Gift Market on Main Street.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – ANNUNCIATION
December 9
Worship at 9:00 a.m. and 11:10 a.m. Celebration of Holy Communion
Christian Education at 10:10 a.m.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – PROCLAMATION
December 16
One worship service at 10:00 a.m. Cantata: The Holy Infant.
Christmas Cookie Reception at 11:00 a.m. (see more information on page 4)
The Cantata will be performed by the Sanctuary Choir and guests from the Indianapolis
Symphony Orchestra and guests.
Pick up your Christmas Cookbook. (see more information on page 4)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT – FULFILLMENT
December 23
Traditional 9:00 a.m. worship service – Holiday hand bell music presented by OPPC’s
The Chancel Ringers and Bell Canto to help “ring in” the season.
Contemporary 11:10 a.m. Worship Service
Christian Education at 10:10 a.m.
The Christmas Joy Offering will be taken to help support Presbyterian-related
Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges as well as the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions.

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE
4:00 p.m. Family Worship with Musical
8:00 p.m. Communion and Candlelight
10:00 p.m. Gathering and Refreshments in the Lounge
10:45 p.m. Carol Sing in the Sanctuary
11:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols with the Sanctuary Choir
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WORSHIP/FELLOWSHIP
CANTATA – THE HOLY INFANT

CHRISTMAS COOKBOOK
Share your favorite
Christmas recipes with our
OPPC family, whether it’s
a main dish, side dish,
appetizer or dessert.
Family pictures and stories
of traditions are
encouraged. Let’s make
this a fun and informative book!

The Holy Infant, written and arranged by OPPC Music
Director Michael Pietranczyk, will be presented by the
Orchard Park Sanctuary Choir, guests from the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and friends.
Originally premiered in 2009, it is newly orchestrated.
The Holy Infant tells the story of our Savior’s birth using
traditional Polish carols.
Afterward, stay for the Christmas cookie reception at
11:00 a.m. in the Lounge. See below for more
information.
Ages: All • Leader: Mike Pietranczyk
mpietranczyk@orchardpark.org
DATES
Dec 16

DAYS
Su

LOCATION
Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS COOKIE RECEPTION
Besides listening to the beautiful Cantata at 10:00 a.m.,
we will have a Christmas cookie reception in the Lounge
at 11:00 a.m. immediately after the Cantata. Please bring
your favorite Christmas cookies to share.
DATES
DAYS
LOCATION
Dec. 16
Su
Lounge

Email your recipes and photos to Rev. Dr. Shelly Wood at
shellywood@orchardpark.org no later than December 10.
Cookbooks will be distributed on December 16.
Ages: All • Leader: Rev. Dr. Shelly Wood
shellywood@orchardpark.org
DATES
Dec. 10
Dec 16

DAYS
M
Su

INFO
Recipe Deadline
Cookbook Distribution

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Children up through 5th grade are invited to join us for
fun and fellowship while parents have a little time to
themselves. We will start with dinner in the Pavilion and
have games and Advent activities throughout the
evening. The cost is $10 per child; $25 family cap.
Ages: birth – 5th grade • Leaders:

Eleni Drake and Rev.
Trish Lisa at tlisa@orchardpark.org
DATES
Nov. 30

DAYS
F

LOCATION
OPPC

SENIOR HIGH PROGRESSIVE DINNER
The annual Senior High progressive dinner is Sunday
December 16. We will begin with appetizers at the
Herider home, then drive to the Harvey home for the
main course and finish the evening with desserts at the
Galanti Home. Contact Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee if you
have questions.
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MISSION
INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT-TCM

CIRCLE OF LOVE WREATH

We will make a few
homemade gifts and
assemble Blessing Bags!
which will be sent to
Cindy Brentlinger at
Tijuana Christian
Mission. She will take
teens from the
orphanage to deliver the Blessing Bags to children living
in the dumping ground near the orphanage.

Select a tag or tags from the wreath on Main Street to
purchase a gift for a local child in need.

Volunteers for this event will be placed in
intergenerational groups to share lunch and then make
baby blankets, friendship bracelets and pack gifts into
bags. This will allow us to form some new friendships
across the generations while volunteering our time for a
great cause!
Ages: All ages • Leader: Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee •
Location: OPPC Pavilion
DATES
December 2

DAYS
Su

TIME
12:30 p.m.

SHARE THE LIGHT GIFT MARKET

Ages: 5+years • Leader: Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee •
Location: OPPC
DATES
Nov 25
Dec 16

DAYS
Su
Su

CLOTHESLINE MINISTRY
This program is designed to serve the needs of families
that do not have the resources or money to purchase
clothing for their own families. Many elementary
students at Orchard Park Elementary School need
clothing, and this program helps fulfill their needs.
You can donate clothing —appropriately sized for
children of elementary school ages—to the church in
the collection bin labeled “Clothesline Ministries.”
Additionally, other clothing may be donated to any local
Goodwill Store in the name of OPPC Clothesline. These
donated items earn vouchers that our Clothesline
volunteers use to purchase clothing for children.
Leader: Lynne Davis • Location: Clothesline closet

Shop at our alternative gift market
on Main Street and give the gift of
God’s light and love for Christmas!
International
• Haiti Teachers-Salary for one
week in Ganga, Haiti
• Haiti Nutritional Supplement-Plumpy Doz
• Haiti Agriculture-seeds for food or a goat
• Haiti Cholera medicine to prevent
• Fountains of Hope-Clean water systems in
developing countries
• Tijuana Christian Mission-Birthday Club
Local/Regional
• Caravan-High School Youth Mission Trip
• Circle of Love Wreath – Christmas gifts for families
• Clothesline-Clothes for Orchard Park Elementary
• Interfaith Hospitality Network-Support for homeless
• Kairos-Prison Ministry
• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance-Disaster relief

DATES
Ongoing

DATES
Nov 25 – Dec 16

DATES
First Friday of each month

DAYS
Su-Su
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INFO
Select names
Drop-off Gifts

DAYS
Su-Su

TRINITY FELLOWSHIP
This program meets at
OPPC once a month to
provide social
activities for mentally
and physically disabled
people living in the
Indianapolis area. This
organization brings joy
to so many people who are often dependent on others
for their care, by giving them an opportunity to get out
of their usual environment and spend time just having
fun. Join Trinity on December 7 for their Annual
Christmas Party and a visit from Santa.
Ages: 14+ • Leader: Al Atz • Location: OPPC Pavilion
DAYS TIME
F
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.

EDUCATION
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

THE JOURNEY - DEEPER DISCIPLESHIP

The Advent Devotional is Peace,

As you consider making New Year resolutions, are you
taking God’s plans for you into account? Beginning in
January 2019 we are launching The Journey.

Hope, Light: Reflections on the
Writings of C. S. Lewis.
Whenever Lewis wrote, he
wanted his words to reach
people’s hearts, not just their
heads. Pick up your free
devotional on Main Street
beginning November 25.

The Journey provides a context and a process for an

WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY
Join us for an Advent Bible study and baked treats! In
Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal
titles--Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, and Prince of Peace. These names are known to us
because of Handel’s Messiah. Throughout Advent we will
discuss Names for the Messiah by best-selling author
Walter Brueggemann, which ponders each title and
considers how the people understood it then, how Jesus did
or did not fulfill the title, and how Christians interpret
Jesus as representative of that title. For more information
contact Rev. Mike Samson: msamson@orchardpark.org
Leader: Rev. Mike Samson • Location: Room 115
DATES
Ongoing

DAYS
W

TIME
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

THURSDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
On January 17, we will begin a ten-week study of “The
Promised One: Seeing Jesus in Genesis” by Nancy
Guthrie. Class will gather at 9:45, begin at 10:00 a.m. and
end no later than 11:30 a.m.. The study includes weekly
homework for personal study, group discussion, and a
teaching video that emphasizes how the passage fits into
the bigger story of redemptive history. The Promised One
provides a fresh look at the book of Genesis, leading readers
in discovering how its stories, symbols, people, and
promises point to Christ.
Leader: Leann Pope • Location: Lounge
DATES
Jan 17 – Mar 21 Th

DAYS

TIME
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
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extended conversation about God, ourselves and where we
fit in God’s kingdom work in the world. Journey groups will
be made up of about eight people and gather weekly for 6090 minutes over approximately 22 weeks to experience
together conversations, questions and processes that
deepen and empower owr individual and collective
spiritual formation. By focusing more intently on the ways
in which God is at work in and through each person, we will
seek to guide participants toward greater clarity around
God’s plan for them; as well as igniting participants toward
greater influence for God’s mission in the world.
There is a fee to participate and the materials you receive
are yours to keep. For more information, please contact
Rev. Mike Samson: msamson@orchardpark.org
Leader: Rev. Mike Samson AND Rev. Dr. Shelly Wood •
Location: TBD
DATES
Beginning January

DAYS
TBD

TIME
TBD

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY
SCHOOL
During the month of February, all those age 4 through 104
are invited to share in Sunday School together!
Intergenerational ministry empowers those who gather to
invest in God, their faith, and the faith of others. Each
week will include a time to break bread together (snacks),
study God’s word together, play together and pray
TOGETHER. We hope you will join us
DATES
February

DAYS
Su-Su

TIME
10:10 a.m.

INFORMATION
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

BECOMING A MEMBER

The office will be closed on Tuesday, January 1, 2019,
for New Year’s Day and Monday, January 21, 2019, in
observance of Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.

If you are interested in learning more about the
community of Orchard Park Presbyterian Church, there
are three opportunities for you:

ORDINATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS

Newcomer Meet and Greet

Sunday, January 6, 2019, church elders and deacons will
be ordained and installed during worship services.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 20
Plan to attend the annual congregational meeting in
between worship services in the sanctuary.

YOUTH SUNDAY ON JANUARY 27
At 12:15 p.m., after worship services, enjoy baked goods
in the Lounge to help raise funds for Youth Caravan.

CAMP SUNDAY ON FEBRUARY 10
Learn about the camp opportunities for children and
youth. Sign up will be available.

LEARNING CENTER REGISTRATION
The Learning Center will be registering families for the
2019-2020 school year starting January 30, 2019. If you
are interested, please contact Barb Clark in the church
office or visit the OPPC website for details:
www.orchardpark.org.

Join us for an informal Meet and Greet in the Parlor.
We’ll share coffee, conversation and information about
our ministries.
The next Meet and Greet is Sunday, February 10, at
10:10 a.m.

Pizza Connect
Pizza Connect is an informal fellowship time to meet and
begin to form connections into the life of OPPC. This is a
family friendly dinner at Pizza King of Carmel, 301 East
Carmel Drive, #A 800. Please stop by.
The next Pizza Connect is Sunday, February 10, at
5:30 p.m.

Joining Class
When you have decided that you want to make OPPC
your church home, we invite you to attend the Joining
Class. In this class, you will have an opportunity to meet
new friends and discuss the process for joining OPPC
with our pastor. You may join by either Profession of
faith, Reaffirmation of faith, or Letter of Transfer.
The next Joining Class is Sunday, February 17 , at
12:15 p.m.

Joining Sunday
New members are introduced to the congregation
during a service on Sunday morning. New members
first meet with the Session before the service and
confirm their intention to be members during the
worship service.
The next Joining Sunday is February 24.
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INFORMATION
Orchard Park Presbyterian Church
1605 East 106th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46280
Phone: 317-844-1107
Website: www.orchardpark.org
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