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 Invitation:  What’s Next for the Church? Workshop 

Date:  September 15, 2019 

Time: 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

Location: Pavilion, Orchard Park Presbyterian Church 

Light Dinner Will be Served 
RSVP to Lisa Alexander (lalexander@orchardpark.org)  

by September 9  
 

Dear Friends, 

As we near the fourth quarter of 2019, we also come to the end of our five- year strategic 

plan.  We have accomplished a great deal in the past five years. The attached document is 

a snapshot summary of what we have accomplished and where we are heading. 

As we begin 2020, we find ourselves once in again in both familiar and uncertain 

territory. It’s time to meet again and set course. 

Over the past year, the Session, Staff and Strategic Planning Committees have been 

reading excerpts from two books, Shift, by Mark Tidsworth and Canoeing the Mountains 

by Tod Bolsinger.  Both books talk about the changes the church is facing and how we 

must approach those changes. I would love for you to read these books, but that is a lot to 

ask! Therefore, I have prepared a set of notes on both books which I’ll be passing out on 

Sunday, September 9 for all who are interested. These notes will also available on our 

website.  

We would like to invite current and new small groups to gather starting this fall to discuss 

the ideas and concepts found in these books.  To introduce these concepts, I, along with 

the strategic planning committee will be leading a What’s Next for the Church? 

Workshop and we’re inviting all of you to join us on September 15 from 4:00-8:00 

p.m.   

This Workshop promises to be a lively and interesting start of a very important 

conversation about our church and its future. The purpose of the workshop is to help give 

everyone a base level of knowledge and familiarity with the terms and concepts.  We 

expect the conversation will continue in the coming months across many different 

groups.  I strongly encourage you to join us if possible. 

In Christ’s Service,

Rev. Dr. Shelly Wood 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Traditional Worship 

Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Christian Education 

 for all ages at 10:10 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship 

at 11:10 a.m. 

 
SPECIAL SUNDAYS 

September 1 
Labor Day Weekend 

One worship service     

at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

September 8 

Kick-Off Sunday 

Christian Ed begins 

at 10:10 a.m.  

 

November 10 

Commitment Sunday  

 One worship service  

 at 10:00 a.m. 

followed by lunch 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 

CHILDCARE ROOMS 

Infants—Toddlers 2’s 

Rm 127 

3’s – Pre-K 

Room 131 

  

  

  

mailto:lalexander@orchardpark.org
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2014-2019 OPPC Strategic Plan Accomplishment 
Christian Formation      Worship 
Spiritual Gifts Assessment           Worship Assessment 
Confirmation Curriculum         Emphasis on 11:10 service 
Intergenerational Events 
Children’s Ministry evaluation - SPROUT  
  

Hospitality      Administration 
Reach, Connect and Engage Committees    Staff Restructure/Personnel Audit 
Improve Hospitality to those who rent/use the building   Building Use Taskforce/Audit 
Relationship with learning center     Actuarial Research on age demographics 
Main Street Makeover      Unicameral Governance 
Parlor Makeover  Realm/online giving/automatic withdrawal 
New Monument Sign        
 

Mission       Communication 
Day of Caring        Website 
Mission Challenge       Communication Strategy 
Pollinator Garden       New Church Directory 
Improve mission opportunities      All Church E-mails 
Summer Meal Program – local      Program Guide 

 

Disciple 
 Identity  
rather than 

 Member Identity 

Stewardship 
Redevelopment and 

Endowment 

Planning 

  Missional 

Church 
rather than  

Attractional Church   

Learning  
Center 

Redevelopment 

What’s Next?  2020 – 2023 
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  EDUCATION for Adults 
Christian Education is a life-long process. We believe 

we should never stop being learners.  Adult Education 

programs at OPPC offer adults at all stages of life the 

chance to deepen their knowledge of the Bible and grow 

in their faith. Opportunities are offered throughout the 

year in a variety of formats so that all may find ways in 

which to grow and mature as Christian believers.  

 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES 
Starting September 8, 2019   

10:10 – 11:00 a.m. 

 
EXCURSIONS INTO THE BIBLE 
The North Chapel Class will continue exploring the Old 

and New Testaments and Bible-related topics. You will 

enjoy our lively and in-depth discussions, our excursions 

into exploring new ways of thinking about God’s Word, 

and our emphasis on God’s love and our discipleship. 
  

Jesus’ Miracles and the Old Testament - The purpose of 

this lesson is to examine the miracles of Jesus in light of 

the miracles in the Old Testament.   

My Sheep Know my Voice (John 10:1 - 11:6) -

Father grasps his sheep tenaciously and they cannot be 

snatched away.   

Praying the Psalms - These are conversations between 

God’s people and God and run the gamut from raw 

emotion, anger, and despair to joy, gratitude and deep 

wisdom.  They were placed there by the compilers of the 

Old Testament for our use in communicating with 

God…but, do we use them?   

King Josiah - - Josiah was the last of the bright-shining 

stars of the monarchy to rule Judah and God’s people.   

Paul Revisited - - This lesson explores the life of Paul, the 

culture in which he lived and preached, the religious 

foundation of his 1st Century Jewish audience, and the 

radical change implied by his Damascus Encounter with 

Jesus. 

The “Christ Hymn” (Philippians 2:5-11) - .  Starting in 

Chapter 2, Paul introduces his concerns for the church 

relative to unity and humility.  And then buried in this 

letter starting with 2:5, you are hit head-on with one of 

the Mt. Everest high points of the New Testament.  It is a 

glorious poem, called by some the “Christ Hymn,” that 

reaches beyond our earthly realm and gives us a peek 

into the heart, mind, and love of Christ Jesus. 

 

Ages: 18+ years • Leader: Tony Kupinski • Location: 

North Chapel 

 

TODAY’S NEWS IN THE BIBLE 
20th century theologian Karl Barth urged Christians to 

read the news of the day and “interpret it from your 
Bible.” Almost every day, news from around the globe 

and reports on contemporary trends and opinions beg 

our Christian reflection and discussion.  What “struck 

you” or “stuck you” this week?”   

   

Ages: 18+ years • Leaders: Tom Rugh & Rich Phipps   • 

Location: Room 118 

 

FAITH & FELLOWSHIP 
Our study emphasizes scripture, both in historical and 

contemporary context, using a Bible study from 

Cokesbury. All materials are provided; feel free to drop 

in any Sunday that you can. 

Our lessons this quarter are designed to help us better 

know God, embrace our identity as those created in God’s 

image, and rightly direct our worship impulse toward 

God alone. In September, the theme is “God the Creator,” 

October is “In God’s Image,” and November is “Objects of 

Worship.” 

Ages: 18+ years • Leaders: Dick Albright & Susie 

Highley • Location: Room 115 

 

MIND THE GAP 
What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus in today’s 

world? How can we better learn to see this world through 

God’s eyes? Where am I called to share the love of Christ?  

The parables of Jesus offer unique and challenging 

perspectives that can help us wrestle with these vitally 

important questions. 

 

If you’ve ever found yourself wondering about these 

issues, you’re invited to join us as we screen “Modern 
Parables”, a series of short, thought-provoking films 

which reinterpret some of Jesus’s stories within a 

contemporary setting. 

 

You will be welcome in our class whatever your age or 

faith experience! Our approach is relational and 

discussion-oriented: we learn from each other as we 

share our experiences and questions. We use a variety of 

media resources to help us explore the impact of faith, 

fellowship, and call in our daily lives. 

 Ages: 18+ years • Leaders: Rob Peterson • Location: 

Room 120 
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  EDUCATION for Adults 
MORE OPPORTUNITIES 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Everyone is welcome!  Throughout the fall, Pastor Shelly 

will be preaching on the theme of discipleship in the 

Gospel of Luke.  This class will explore further what Luke 

teaches us today about being Christ’s disciples in a 

shifting culture.   
 
Ages: 18+ years • Leader: Rev. Mike Samson • Location: 

Room 115 
 

DATES DAYS TIME  

Sep 11– May              W 10:00 – 11:30 am 

 
TUESDAY MORNING  
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Great conversation, prayer time, and coffee! We study a 

book of the Bible and use a Christian author’s study guide. 

Members take turns volunteering to lead the discussion.    

Ages: 18+ years • Leader: various • Location: Lounge 

 

DATES DAYS TIME  

Sep - May             Tu 6:15 – 7:30 am 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING  
MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Start off your Wednesdays with breakfast, fellowship, 

Christian support and reflection on God’s Word.  We meet 

at the Sunrise Café.  See address below.  

 

Ages: 18+ • Leader: Dave Brentlinger   • Location: Sunrise 

Café 11711 N. Meridian Street in Carmel.  

 

DATES DAYS  TIME  

Sep -Mar  W  6:45 am 

 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS  
Our Parish Nurse, Karla Gaston, is planning several 

presentations this fall.  Details will be announced later.  

 
Blood Pressure Screening           First Sunday of each month 

Medicare 101                          September 

Social Security 101/ Flu shots  October 

Blood Drive                 November 

Ages 18+ • Karla Gaston at karlagaston@att.net  

WOMEN’S THURSDAY MORNING 

BIBLE STUDY 
Women’s Bible study 

will begin a new study 

on September 12 

called The Lamb of 
God:  Seeing Jesus in 
Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers & 
Deuteronomy by 

Nancy Guthrie.  

“ ‘For if you believed 
Moses, you would 

believe Me; for he 

wrote of Me.’  (John 

5:46)  Jesus’ 

declaration that 

Moses wrote of Him 

frames this study of 

four books of the Pentateuch….as we discover the many 

ways that Moses spoke about Christ…….You will see the 

person and work of Christ in the person of Moses as a great 

deliverer, mediator, and prophet; in the manna, the water 

from the rock, and the bronze serpent on the pole; and in 

the priesthood, tabernacle, and sacrificial system.” 

  

This 10-session study will gather in the Lounge at 9:45, 

begin at 10:00, and be done promptly at 11:30.  Each week 

involves a small amount of homework, a discussion, and a 

40-minute video.  Please join us by signing up on Main 

Street, emailing (lpope714@gmail.com) or calling (317-

844-1083) Leann Pope. Books will be available at the first 

class. 

 

Ages:  18+ • Leader: Leann Pope (lpope714@gmail.com) 

 • Location: Lounge  
 

DATES DAYS  TIME 

Sep 12– Nov 14 Th  10:00 to 11:30 am 

 

OPPC LIBRARY 
Our church library is now online! You can see what books 

we have by simply going to bit.ly/OPlibrary (case sensitive) 

on a computer, tablet, or phone. We have a wide variety of 

fiction, biographies, commentaries, and children's books. 

Simply sign the card inside an item and place it in the box 

on top of the card catalog. If you have any questions about 

the library or materials, please contact Susie 

Highley, shighley@aol.com or 317.335.2180.  

mailto:lpope714@gmail.com
mailto:lpope714@gmail.com
https://15873.rmwebopac.com/
mailto:shighley@aol.com
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  EDUCATION for Youth  
Sunday morning Christian education for youth utilizes 

scripture, Christian doctrine and church history to grow 

the faith of our young people.  Special emphasis is 

placed on life application—helping our youth discover 

how God’s Word can be applied in their lives so they can 

truly live their faith every day.  For more information 

on any of these classes or events, please contact Rev. 

Jenni Crowley Cartee: jcrowley@orchardpark.org. 

 
 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES 

10:10 – 11:00 a.m. 
 
6TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

This class uses The Story curriculum by Michael 

Novelli.  The Story, Teen Edition reveals  the grand 

narrative of the scriptures.  Utilizing videos and 

experiential learning methods, The Story  sweeps youth 

into the unfolding progression of Bible characters and 

events rom Genesis to Revelation.  

 

Leaders: Various•  Location: Room 212 

 

 

7 TH & 8TH GRADE  
CONFIRMATION CLASS 

During the school year, 7th & 8th graders 

share in small group and large group 
discussion as they explore their faith.  

Each youth chooses a Faith Mentor, an 

adult member of OPPC, who shares the 

confirmation journey and participates 

in some extra activities with the youth 

during the year.  In May, 8th graders are invited to be 

confirmed as members of OPPC. 

 

Students are welcome to participate in this class with no 

obligation to join OPPC or be confirmed at the end of the 

year.  This is a personal decision that youth may make 

during the confirmation process.  The curriculum used 

for this class is very age appropriate whether or not the 

youth is planning to become a member of OPPC. 

  

Leaders: Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee, Rev. Dr. Shelly 

Wood, Al & Michelle Grossniklaus •  Location: Room 213 

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Students in grades 9 – 12 meet on Sundays for 

fellowship and study. This class is discussion based and 

utilizes a variety of resources to help students dig into 

God’s Word and explore how to live our Christian faith 

every day. 

 

Leaders: Various •  Location: Room 215 

 
 
PYOCA FALL YOUTH CONFERENCE 
On October 4-6, 

 Pyoca is hosting 

their fifth annual 

Fall Youth 

Conference.  This 

year’s theme is  

“A Light in the 

Darkness.” 

 

We know that youth 

are not immune to darkness and times of struggle. They 

deserve to have a space that is open for them to talk about 

their fears, anxieties, and what challenges them. When 

we are able to talk about the darkness around us we bring 

light to difficult situations. We find hope that God is right 

alongside us in our darkest places moving us into the 

light. 

 

 The Fall Youth Conference is open to all students in 

grade 6 – 8.  Come spend the weekend with a hundred of 
your closest friends at beautiful Camp Pyoca!  

 

 With high ropes, rock climbing, hiking, and much 

more, this conference will leave you counting the days 

until next year.  

 

Ages: Grades 6 - 8 • Leader: Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee • 

Location: Camp Pyoca in Brownstown, Indiana.  
 

DATES DAYS   

Oct 4-6              F - Su  
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  EDUCATION for Children 
 

 

In keeping with the Orchard Park theme of trees, 

growing and nurturing, the different segments of the 

Children’s Christian Formation program are:  Seeds, 

Sprout, and Rooted. 

Growing in the Word  

Following the Children’s Message in worship, children 

gather upstairs in the education wing to learn the 

building blocks of our Christian faith.  During this 

time, we explore the Bible stories that shape our faith 

and help us grow into disciples of Christ.  We use the 

Rotation Model of education (much like school 

“specials”) to interest and engage children in a variety 

of ways.  Through play, crafts, games, cooking, science 

and technology, children explore the wonders of God’s 

world, the stories of God’s people and the 

transformative teachings of Jesus.     

 

 

 

Expressing our Faith through the Sacred Arts    

Children have an opportunity to grow in their faith in a 

program incorporating, art, dance, music, drama, and 

literature. Each week between worship services, the 

children will have the pleasure of working with 

instructors of these disciplines, who are professionals in 

their field and members of Orchard Park Presbyterian 

Church.  Throughout the seasons of fall, winter and 

spring, the children will work on musical offerings 

(sung and instrumental), short biblical skits and 

musicals, and art projects, all of which will be presented 

to the congregation four times throughout the year. The 

kids will share their music and drama offerings in 

worship and display their artwork in the Bill Norris Art 

Gallery in the Orchard Park North Hall.

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

 

Fellowship Activities 

Families enjoy a meal together in the Lounge on 

Wednesday evenings followed by a variety of activities 

to encourage faith development.  We focus on the 

stories of our faith, spiritual practices, mission projects 

and fellowship.  Children and adults learn and grow 

together some weeks; other weeks, children participate 

in activities while parents have the opportunity for 

personal faith development with Rev. Mike Samson.  

ROOTED begins September 11 at 5:30 p.m.  

   

If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Trish 

Lisa, tlisa@orchardpark.org or by phone at 317-844-

1107. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 

mailto:tlisa@orchardpark.org
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  MISSION 

 BRING BACK A SACK 
This is an opportunity to share your blessing of food 

with others.  Pick up a sack one Sunday and bring it back 

the next.  Food will be distributed during the Fall 

Festival at Harvest Christian Fellowship. 

 

Ages: All • Leader: Mission Team • Location: OPPC 

 

DATE      DAY  INFORMATION 

Sept 15  Su  Pick up a Sack 

Sep 22  Su  Bring Back a Sack 

 

 

HARVEST CHRISTIAN FALL FESTIVAL 

Celebrate the beginning of fall with our friends at 

Harvest Christian Fellowship. Join the outdoor worship 

under a tent with music provided by the HCF Praise 

Singers and Mike Pietranczyk. After worship, we’ll 

share in a picnic with the HCF congregation.  Food 

collected through Bring Back-A-Sack as well as clothing 

will be distributed for free.  

Ages: All • Leader:  Mike Pietranczyk •  Location: 

Harvest Christian Fellowship at 923 East 25th Street.  

DATE DAYS TIME  

Sep 28 Sa 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
 
KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY 
A small team of 

members go inside 

Pendleton 

Correctional 

Facility for a four-

day retreat to share 

the love of Jesus with the offenders.  

 

To support this ministry, members are asked to make 

cookies. There is a specific recipe and guidelines to 

follow which are located on Main Street.  Bakers bring 

their cookies to the church office the Wednesday before 

the retreat, October 30.   The Team will take the cookies 

to those at the facility.   

  

    DATES DAY    

    Oct 31-Nov 3  Th-Su   
 
 

 OPERATION SHARE THE HARVEST  
We will provide 

Thanksgiving meals 

for at least 40 families 

in Indianapolis. How 

you can help:  

· Bake pumpkin pies 

· Make side dishes   

 

These items should 

be delivered to the 

Pavilion kitchen on 

Tuesday, November 

26. Youth will make cranberry salad and Mike 

Pietranczyk will bake the turkey breasts at church.  We’ll 

assemble meals for pick-up and delivery on Wednesday, 

November 27.  

  

Ages: All • Leader: Mike Pietranczyk • Location: OPPC 

Kitchen 

 
 DATE DAYS TIME  

 Nov 26-27             Tu-W  Varies  

 

 HAITI MISSION PROJECTS 
Throughout the year, there are 

opportunities to help with the Haiti 

Mission. 

 

• Support for Dr. Renaud Gerve who 
runs the hospital in Mombin Crochu, 

Haiti, as well as the mobile clinic for 

the surrounding rural areas.  

•  Dr. Renaud will visit OPPC on 
September 29 for a Haitian meal and 

presentation beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

• Birthing kits are assembled and sent to midwives in 

outlying villages.  

• The Central Plateau Scholarship Program of Haiti 
provides grants to students for advanced degrees.    

OPPC presently sponsors four students.  

• Kanga Elementary School which recently opened to 

rural children in kindergarten through 5th grade so 

they can begin education before the age of 10.  OPPC 

pays the two teachers’ salaries.   

 

  Leaders: Al and Becky Atz • Location: Mission     
  Committee 
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  MISSION 

 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Volunteers knit or crochet shawls or lap robes while 

praying for the recipient to be embraced by God's loving 

presence. When completed, the shawls and lap robes are 

made available to the pastors and Stephen Ministers to 

take to members as appropriate when they make 

pastoral care calls.  All are welcome to help.  

 

Ages: All • Leader:  Elsie Potts  • Location: At home 

 
FAMILY PROMISE OF  

GREATER INDIANAPOLIS   
The Interfaith Hospitality Network 

(IHN) operates under the umbrella of 

Family Promise of Greater Indianapolis 

and is a ministry of hope for homeless 

families in the area. IHN coordinates 

overnight emergency shelter in hosting 

congregations and operates a day center 

in downtown Indianapolis. 

 

OPPC hosts the families on a rotational basis for two 

weeks twice a year.  We provide overnight shelter, 

Christian fellowship and dinner and breakfast each day. 

A team of volunteers from OPPC coordinates the week 

of activities for the guests, including transporting the 

guests to and from the day center, cooking and serving 

meals, engaging in evening activities with the guests, 

and chaperoning the guests during overnight stays. 

 

Ages: all  • Leaders: Emily and Bob Browning: 
rbrowning6@outlook.com •  Location: OPPC  
 

DATES  DAYS   

Dec 15 - 29     Su-Su 

  

TRINITY FELLOWSHIP 
Trinity Fellowship started at OPPC in the early 1990’s. 

This program meets at OPPC once a month to provide 

social activities for mentally and physically disabled 

people living in the Indianapolis area. A staple at our 

church for many years, this organization brings joy to so 

many people who are often dependent on others for their 

care, by giving them an opportunity to get out of their 

usual environment and spend time just having fun.   

 

Ages: 14+ • Leader:  Buz and Marilyn Eichman: 

Eichman11624@outlook.com • Location: OPPC Pavilion 
 

DATES  DAYS TIME  

First Friday of each month F 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

CLOTHESLINE MINISTRY 
This program is 

designed to serve the 

needs of families that 

do not have the 

resources to purchase 

clothing for their 

families.  Many elementary students at Orchard Park 

Elementary School are in need of clothing, and this 

program is designed to fulfill their needs.  

 

OPPC members and friends and family members may 

donate clothing - appropriately sized for children of 

elementary school ages - to the church in the collection 

bin labeled “Clothesline Ministries.”   

 

Additionally, clothing, household items, furniture or 

anything else of value may be donated to any local 

Goodwill Store in the name of OPPC Clothesline. These 

donated items earn vouchers that our Clothesline 

volunteers use to purchase clothing for children. 

 

Leader: Julie Meeks at jules.meeks8@gmail.com • 

Location:  Clothesline closet 

 
 

   

 

FELLOWSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   
1. COFFEE HOSTS: Share the ministry of fellowship.  

Sign up for the date you choose at Sign Up Central on 

Main Street or contact Nancy Peterson to volunteer 

at npeterson1456@sbcglobal.net 

 

2. GREETERS:  Contact Connie Cohrs to volunteer at 

cohrsconnie@yahoo.com 

 

3. DRIVERS: For those unable to drive themselves to 

worship service. Contact Nancy Hartmann, 

nhartmann@orchardpark.org or call the church at 

317-844-1107. 

mailto:rbrowning6@outlook.com
mailto:Eichman11624@outlook.com
mailto:cohrsconnie@yahoo.com
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  FELLOWSHIP 

 HEAR! GO! SEE! 
Hear! Go! See! plans an event each month during the 

week days to provide an opportunity for all ages to go, 

see and hear something new.  Sign up is on Main Street 

each month. 

 

Ages: 18+ • Leader: Robin Pemberton (317-431-9013) •   

 

LOCATION   DATE     

Model Home Tour w/ Delise’s  Sep 27      

Coffin House, Fountain City  Oct 8     

Summit Planning Meeting  Nov 12     

Guest Speaker   Dec 10  

 

RETIRED MEN’S GROUP 
OPPC Men meet at the church for coffee and donuts 

every Monday morning. 

 

Ages: 18+ • Leader: Jim Lewis (317-846-1621) •  
Location: Room 115  

 

DATES DAYS  TIME  

All Year M  8:00 – 9:00 am 

 

YOUNGER ADULTS SMALL GROUP 
Younger singles, married couples and parents gather at 

church or in homes meet twice a month to grow as 

followers of Christ in all areas of our lives.    

 

Ages: 18+ • Leader: Rev. Mike Samson 

msamson@orchardpark.org •  Location: church or 
homes 

 

 
 
 

 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
All women who are currently 

members of OPPC may become 

members of Presbyterian Women 

(PW). Active membership is based 

upon participation in Circles, 

mission support groups and by 

attending PW meetings and events. 

There are six PW Circles. The PW Circles normally 

conduct their meetings from September through June.  

 

• Hug-A-Pillow Circle - first Wednesday of each 

month at the Church, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. in Room 

204. Contact: Amy Smith, amyricksmith@att.net  or 

317-575-9622. Learn how to make animal-faced 

pillows for Riverview Hospital to give to sick 

children. 
 

• Ruth Circle - second Wednesday of the month,     

9:30 a.m. in the Lounge for Bible study and 

fellowship. 
 

• Quilters Circle - each Monday, 
9:00 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. They meet 

year-round in Room 208 to 

work on quilts to raise money 

for mission projects. Contact:  

Doris Wright, 317-846-4625 or 

doriswright123@gmail.com.   
 

• Miriam Circle - first Monday of the month,  
7:00 p.m. in the Lounge.  

 

• Book Review Circle - third Monday of the month, at 

Carmel Panera Restaurant, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Susie 

Highley, shighley@aol.com or 317-335-2180. 

 

Monday, September 16  

       Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly  

Monday, October 21      

Spy Dust: Two Masters of Disguise Reveal 

the Tools and Operations That Helped Win 

the Cold War by Antonio and Jonna Mendez 

Monday, November 18 

               A Woman of No Importance by Sonia 

Purnell 

   

mailto:amyricksmith@att.net
mailto:doriswright123@gmail.com
mailto:shighley@aol.com
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  FELLOWSHIP for Youth & Kids 

 YOUTH 
      

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP - JAM    
Jr. High Youth Group meets for fellowship, fun, 

discussion and prayer.  From 7:00-7:30 pm Jr. High and 

Sr. High youth will join together for a meal (hosted by 

parents).  

 

Ages: Grades 6-8 • Leader: Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee 

•  Location: Room 215 
 

DATES DAYS  TIME 

Sep 11 – May W  6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP -
CONNECT  
CONNECT is a Senior High topical discussion and Bible 

Study which meets on Wednesday nights September to 

May.  We meet at OPPC at 7:00 pm for dinner with Jr. 

High youth (hosted by parents) followed by our 

discussion time at 7:30. 

Ages: Grades 9-12 • Leader: Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee 

•  Location: Room 214-215 

 

DATES DAYS  TIME 

Sep 11 - May W  7:30 – 8:45 p.m. 

 
 

SUNDAY YOUTH EVENTS   
 Pick up a Youth Ministries Fall Calendar that lists all the 

dates for our Sunday youth events including 

opportunities for mission and fellowship.  For more 

information contact Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee. 

 Ages: Grades 6-12 • Leaders: Various  •  Location: OPPC 

Sep 8 Confirmation Kick Off/ Sr. High Bonfire 

Sep 20 Jr. High and Senior High Lock-in 

Oct 4-6  Pyoca Fall Youth Conference 

Oct 20 Thanksgiving Scavenger Hunt 

Oct 27 Trunk or Treat Helpers 

Nov 17 Lunch and Service Projects 

Nov. 24 Intergenerational Mission Project 

Dec 1 Hanging of the Greens 

Dec 8 Euchre Tournament 

Dec 15 Christmas Parties/Progressive Dinner 

 

 

    CHILDREN 
      

ROOTED - PRESCHOOL TO 5TH GRADE 
Believing that creating times to be in community is 

essential for connecting and rooting children to their 

faith and their faith community, we invite children and 

their friends to join us.  Families are welcome to join us 

to eat; and we will conclude at 7 p.m. 

  

Ages: Preschool – 5th grade • Leaders: Rev. Trish Lisa and 

Debbie Meyer. • Location: Room 205 
 

DATES DAYS  TIME 

Sep 11-May W  5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

       

TRUNK OR TREAT  
Join us in the OPPC Pavilion for this free neighborhood 

event featuring games and trick-o-treating. Participate 

by decorating your trunk, donating candy or being 

present to talk with our neighbors. All ages welcome. 

  

Ages: All • Leaders: Rev. Trish Lisa and Mary Giesel  •  
Location: OPPC Parking lot 

 

DATE DAYS       TIME 

Oct 28 Su       4:00 – 5:30 p.m.   
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  MUSIC  

 SANCTUARY CHOIR 
The Sanctuary choir is the main choral ensemble of the 

OPPC Music Ministry, leading the congregation in 

worship at the 9:00 a.m. service each Sunday from 

September to June.  The group presents anthems and 

service music for all regularly scheduled choral services 

and presents a large work with orchestral 

accompaniment for Advent.  

 

Choir is open to all singers, high-school age and older.  

First rehearsal will be August 29.  New members can 

come give it a try for a month.  No obligation.   

 

Ages: 14+ • Director: Michael Pietranczyk • Location: 

Music Room 

 

DATES DAYS  TIME  

Begins Aug 29 Th  7:15 – 8:45 pm 

 

 

REGEN PRAISE BAND   
This group of 

instrumentalists and 

singers led by Mike 

Pietranczyk leads the 

11:10 a.m. contemporary 

worship service in song 

each Sunday.  The band 

presents praise songs, 

hymns and service music 

for the liturgy in modern, 

innovative ways and can 

utilize many different 

types of instruments. 

 

Ages: 14+ • Director: 

Mike Pietranczyk • 

Location: Music 

Room/Sanctuary 

 

DATES DAYS  TIME  

Year Round Su/W     6:30-7:30 pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRASS ENSEMBLE 
The brass ensemble provides added musical force on 

holidays and special occasions throughout the 

year.  Anyone interested in playing is welcome.  The 

group rehearses as needed for the determined 

performance schedule.  Contact Michael Pietranczyk for 

more information. 

 

DATES DAYS  TIME  

Begins Sep 4              W  7:30 – 8:30 pm 

 

 

CHANCEL RINGERS 
This is the larger of 2 hand bell ensembles in the OPPC 

Music Ministry.  It’s a five-octave choir that performs 

on a regular monthly basis and plays primarily AGEHER 

level 2-3 repertoire.   It is open to all who are interested 

in ringing.  Basic note-reading ability is recommended.   

 

Ages: 14+ • Director: Michael Pietranczyk • Location: 

Music Room  

 

DATES DAYS  TIME  

Begins Aug 29 Th  6:00 – 7:00 pm 

 

 

BELL CANTO 
Bell Canto is a chamber hand bell group, repertoire for 

small ensembles and performs without a 

conductor.  The group presents music in worship 

regularly and out in the community as musical 

ambassadors for OPPC.   
 

Ages: 14+ • Location: Lounge  

 

DATES DAYS  TIME  

Begins August 28  W  6:30-7:30 pm   
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 INFORMATION 
   STAFF  
Rev. Dr. Shelly Wood 

Senior Pastor 
shellywood@orchardpark.org 
 

Rev. Mike Samson 
Associate Pastor 
msamson@orchardpark.org 
 

Rev. Jenni Crowley Cartee 
Director of Youth Ministries 
jcrowley@orchardpark.org 

 
Rev. Trish Lisa 
Director of Children’s Ministry 
tlisa@orchardpark.org  
 

Michael Pietranczyk 
Director of Music 
mpietranczyk@orchardpark.org 
 

Kim Pietranczyk 
Director of Children’s Music 
kpietranczyk@orchardpark.org 

 
Mary Leffler 
Business Administrator 
mleffler@orchardpark.org 

 
Kathy Wilson 
Director of Financial Operations 

kwilson@orchardpark.org 
 
Lisa Alexander 
Facilities and Admin. Coordinator 

lalexander@orchardpark.org 
 
Nancy Hartmann 

Ministries Coordinator 
nhartmann@orchardpark.org 

 
Debbie Meyer 

Nursery Director 
dmeyer@orchardpark.org 
 

Betsy Grocki 
Learning Center Assistant Director 
bgrocki@orchardpark.org 

ELDERS 
Clerk of Session 

Adult Education 

Greg Pemberton 

Donna Wixson  

 

Building & Property John Taylor  
Building & Property Adam Elkins  

Children's Ministry David Platt  
Children’s Ministry Eleni Drake  
Connect Connie Cohrs  
Engage Sheryl Johnson  

Finance Nichole Smyth-Wilson  
Finance/Treasurer Charlie Smith  
Memorials & Jim Burnett  

    Endowments   
Mission Chris Thomas  
Personnel Jenny Hutchinson  
Reach Mary Giesel  

Strategic Plan Steve List  
Worship Bev McDavitt  
Worship Ellen Johns  

Youth Ministry Bill Zilligen  
   

 

DEACONS 

Bereavement Audrey Wiebenga 
Bereavement Barb Tillema 

Bereavement/Meals Jim Higgins 
Card Ministry Kay Gallagher 
Connect  Kevin McKechnie 
Engage Scott Drake 

Engage Diane Dougherty 
Flower Deliveries Carol Albright 
Home Communion  Emily Browning 

Home Communion Bob Howard 
Moderator Rick Harvey 
Newborns Elizabeth Oatman 
Pastoral Care Contact Karla Gaston 

Prayer Chain Doris Wright 
Reach Jennifer Graver 
Secretary Kim Pietranczyk 

Transportation Dawn Morgan-Crouse 
Visitation Updates Judy Marich-Doeppers 
Worship Stephanie Kimble 

http://www.orchardpark.org/staff/rev.-shelly-wood
mailto:kolson@orchardpark.org
mailto:msamson@orchardpark.org
http://www.orchardpark.org/staff/rev.-jenni-crowley-cartee
mailto:jcrowley@orchardpark.org
http://www.orchardpark.org/staff/michael-pietranczyk
mailto:mpietranczyk@orchardpark.org
mailto:mleffler@orchardpark.org
http://www.orchardpark.org/staff/kathy-wilson
mailto:kwilson@orchardpark.org
http://www.orchardpark.org/staff/lisa-alexander
mailto:lalexander@orchardpark.org
http://www.orchardpark.org/staff/nancy-hartmann
mailto:nhartmann@orchardpark.org
mailto:dmeyer@orchardpark.org
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ORCHARD PARK PREBYTERIAN CHURCH 
    

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orchard Park Presbyterian Church  
1605 East 106th Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46280 
Phone: 317-844-1107 
Website: www.orchardpark.org 



 
 
 

 

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE 
Give a one-time gift 

online or sign in to 
schedule and track your 

ongoing giving through 

Realm, our church's 
management system: 

https://orchardpark.org/giving 

 

 

  INVITATION TO JOIN 
Whether you’re new to Orchard Park Presbyterian 

Church or you’ve been coming for a while, gather with 

others to learn more about our faith community. There 

are three opportunities for you offered quarterly.   

 

Newcomer Meet and Greet 
Join us for an informal Meet and Greet where we’ll share 

coffee, conversation and information about our 

ministries.  

 

The next Meet and Greet is Sunday, September 15, at 

10:10 a.m. in the Parlor. 

 

 

Pizza Connect 
Pizza Connection is an informal fellowship time to meet 

and begin to form connections into the life of OPPC.  This 

is a family friendly dinner at Pizza King. 

 

The next Pizza Connect is Sunday, September 15 at  

5:30 p.m. at Pizza King located at 301 East Carmel Drive.  

 

 

Joining Class 
When you have decided that you want to make OPPC 

your church home, we invite you to attend the Joining 

Class.  In this class, you will have an opportunity to meet 

new friends and discuss the process for joining OPPC 

with our pastor.  You may join by either Profession of 

Faith, Reaffirmation of Faith, or Letter of Transfer.  

 

The next Joining Class is Sunday, September 22, at 

12:10 p.m. in the Parlor. 

 

Joining Sunday 
New members are introduced to the congregation 

during a service on Sunday morning.  New members 

first meet with the Session before the service.  They 

confirm their intention to be members during the 

service, and then they are greeted by the congregation 

following the service.     

 

The next Joining Sunday is September 29. 

 

If you have questions concerning any of the 

membership activities, please contact Rev. Dr. Shelly 

Wood at shellywood@orchardpark.org.            

https://orchardpark.org/giving
mailto:shellywood@orchardpark.org

