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The other day on the playground I observed our four year old classes doing what children do best, 

playing and using their imagination.  It was so cute because there was a group of children in the car 

and they were pretending that they were driving to Hawaii.  Just a couple of minutes later I heard a 

chorus of “Are we there yet?” The wonderful imagination of children! It is during those times that I 

realize how lucky I am to be a part of this wonderful preschool and observe children playing. The 

Learning Center is a play based preschool because we know that children learn best through play. 

These children were working together, communicating, taking turns, having fun, and not even realiz-

ing that they were learning life skills. 

Sara Wilford in her article, Sharing the Power of Play with Parents, says, “Play is the young child’s 

most powerful tool for learning.” Play is a young child’s natural learning mechanism. It helps devel-

op and extend a child’s language. Language development and play go hand in hand. Children learn 

to be flexible and to concentrate while playing.  Both of these are necessary in critical thinking. 

In the journal Pediatrics, “Play is not frivolous...It is brain building.” Play is intrinsically motivated.  

Children play because it is their natural way to learn.  Unfortunately in today’s world we think a child 

needs to be doing so much more than just playing. This article states a few reasons to encourage 

your child to play. 1) Play is essential for healthy brain development. 2) Pay reduces obesity and 

associated diseases.  Children need to be outside; running, jumping, and climbing so they can be-

come active and healthy adults. 3) Play contributes to academic success. It contributes to both lan-

guage development and general knowledge. Playing with blocks can build greater stem skills. 

So if your child comes home today and says, “I played today!” celebrate what they say and under-

stand that is the best response a child can say.  A child is learning in the way that God designed 

them to learn! 

Creation is our Main Focus in Bible Time  
  
The beautiful autumn days are a great time to be thankful for God’s miraculous creation. Take time 
each day to go outside and discover something new with your child. Leave your phone inside and go 

on a nature walk, talk to your child about all the different things around him. Tell him about God and how 
he made all of this because He loves us. Discover God’s magnificent creation by looking at the bark of a 
tree, a blade of grass, the clouds, changing leaves, a caterpillar or a ladybug.  
 



Fall Break 

School will be closed Wednesday. October 10 

through Friday, October 12 for Fall Break and the 

teacher in-service. 

We wish you all a safe and relaxed 

time with your children. 

Poinsettias 
Our annual poinsettia 

sale  will begin in the middle of 
October. These flowers are 

beautiful and come from Heart-
land Growers in Westfield. Or-
der forms will be placed in your 
child’s basket and they are due 

back by November 5.  

LaBraid Pastries and 

Cookies 

Thanks to all who have ordered pastries 

and cookies from LaBraid.  Our delivery of 

those items will be Friday, October 19. We 

will distribute those to you 

that day and the next week.   

Spotlight on Transitional Kindergarten 

The Tk class is having lots of fun this year as they are learning 

many different lessons.  Each month the class highlights a dif-

ferent artist.  This month the class discussed Jackson Pollock 

and made a huge mural.  The children used all different kinds of  

mediums to make the mural.  They used potato mashers, fly 

swatters, toilet plungers, spatulas and basting brushes. 

Hopefully, years from now when someone mentions different 

artists, these children will remember some of their experiences 

in TK.  I am certain they will remember painting outside with all 

of the different mediums. 

Family Chapel 

New this year is Family Chapel where each 

month one of the pastors from Orchard Park 

Church will teach a bible story to the children 

in the sanctuary. All parents, grandparents and 

friends are invited. This month we were 

blessed to have Pastor Shelly  teach about 

creation. Next month, October 30 and Novem-

ber 1, Pastor Mike Samson will introduce an-

other Bible Story. Please mark these dates on 

your calendar. Family Chapel starts at 1:45 in 

the afternoon. 

Speech Testing 

We will offer speech evaluations the week of No-

vember 12.  Evaluations will be done by Katherine 

Kutanovski, speech pathologist.  If you are interest-

ed in having your child evaluated, there will be re-

lease forms outside my office. There will be a 

$10.00 fee per child. 


