
On Tuesday, February 19, our teachers had a wonderful in-service and work day. Thanks to all who helped with the 

lunch in providing desserts, drinks, money and help with the luncheon. In the morning the teachers discussed and 

watched several videos about the importance of play and process art versus product art. One of the videos we 

watched was a young boy about age 10 who talked about how important recess was.  He showed a stick and discussed 

that to adults it looked like a stick, but to his friends and himself it was a key to a wonderful imaginary land. Recess was 

the one time that was not directed by adults; and he could use his imagination and  travel to outer space or imagine 

just about any scenario.  He dreaded the sound of the bell declaring recess was over.  Today’s children barely get 15 

minutes of outside recess time.  What a shame that educators and other adults think that teaching in the classroom is 

more important than what children are imagining and playing with outside. I am very thankful that each class at the 

Learning Center gets almost an hour of outside time (weather permitting) or play time in the pavilion.  

Another video that we watched was Stuart Brown, Play is More Than Fun. Brown emphasized how vital play is for chil-

dren, but truly important for adults as well. He described that children need all kinds of play: curious, social, rough and 

tumble, solo, spectator, and imaginative play. His major point was that play has decreased since the 1950’s and conse-

quently, how depression, anxiety and suicide has increased. Play was also defined by Peter Gray as self directed and 

self-chosen.  Play is not truly play unless it is free and not directed by an adult.  Practicing sports is not truly play for it 

is not free time. 

During the in-service I asked all of the teachers how they spent their time when they were growing up.  So many said 

they had long periods playing outside, riding their bikes, or imagining being a teacher, or other imagination games. It 

was awesome as I watched the teachers faces light up as they had fond memories of their childhood.  It made me pon-

der, will today’s children have fond memories of their childhood? Have we stripped them of the time outside, riding 

their bikes, imagining different worlds or being someone different? Are we overscheduling the child so that their imagi-

nation and creativity have been decreased? Is all of their play regulated by adults or planned activities?  

I don’t want to be a downer, I just want children to be children, to enjoy life, to laugh, have fun, build long term rela-

tionships, get muddy, play outside and enjoy all of God’s wonderful environment. I feel so very fortunate to be the di-

rector of this preschool where we value free play, time outside, and desire for children to wonder, explore, observe 

and not just do academic worksheets.  There will be plenty of years ahead for all of that. The children will be prepared 

for kindergarten, we have never had an elementary school come back to us and say our children  weren’t prepared for 

school.  In fact, most schools compliment the Learning Center because we educate the entire child not just the aca-

demics.  We relish in the whole child’s development, social, physical, mental and cognitive. 

We thank all of you parents for entrusting your child with us.  We love having a tiny part of your child’s development. 

Thinking Spring and warmer weather! 
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March 12: Sr. Preschool 

Transitional Kindergarten  

Please mark your calendar for our annual 

Spring Sing in the Church’s Sanctuary! This 

is your opportunity to see your children 

sing the songs they have learned in music 

and in their classrooms. 

Children need to arrive at 6:30 and the per-

formance starts at 6:45. There will be cook-

ies and punch served afterwards. 

Bring your cameras and come 

enjoy! 

Class Assignment Form 

You will be receiving class assignment forms by the 

middle of March. Please remember that they are 

due back by May 5th with May 2019’s  prepaid tui-

tion. If you have any questions about your child’s 

placement, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Thank YOU! 

To all of you who contributed to 

our delicious luncheon. The food 

and  desserts were awesome and 

the decorations for the table 

looked so nice.  We can’t begin to 

tell you how very special the 

teachers felt to have a lunch to-

gether. An especially big thank 

you to Jen Renner, Erin Watts, 

Jaime Belange, Cathy Heath, 

and Jen Deckert. 

Spring Break

March 29-April 5 

April 19 we will dismiss at 

11:30 for Good Friday 

Vacation Bible School 

June 3-7 

More information to follow 

Family Chapel 
Jr. and Sr. Preschool and Transitional 

It starts at 1:45 in the Sanctuary 

Please join your child on Tuesday or Thursday, March 26 

and 28 for our monthly family chapel. This is a great 

time to observe your child with his/her classmates listen 

to a bible story and sing some songs.  Conferences 

The Junior, Senior Preschool classes will 

have conferences during the month of 

March.  Transitional Kindergarten class will 

have theirs in April. This is a great oppor-

tunity to talk to your child’s teachers about 

your child. 

Carmel Mobile Public Library 

The Carmel Clay Public Library's Mobile Library stops 

at Orchard Park Presbyterian every Thursday from 2 

until 2:45.  The Mobile Library holds approximately 

2,800 items which include current, high-interest 

books, DVDs, Blue-rays and audiobooks for checkout. 

There are materials for all of the Carmel Clay 

Public Library's patrons from age 0-99+. 


