
HAITI MEDICAL CLINICS

Dear Friends of Pro-Famille Clinique,

As we entered 2021, I felt that we would be heading back to normal. But what is normal? In Haiti, 2021
brought increasing COVID numbers, a devastating earthquake, hurricanes, a fuel truck explosion, a
hospital fire, exorbitant fuel prices, hospitals forced to close because of fuel shortages, as well as gang
violence, kidnappings, and the assassination of the country’s President. This is not the old normal and I
certainly hope this is not the new normal.

Through all this we carried out our obligation to the poor and underserved communities of Cap-Haitien
and twenty remote villages in the northeastern mountains. Additionally, we took in patients from the
closed hospitals and sent a team to provide care to people injured at the earthquake site. All of these
efforts were possible due to the dedication and tireless effort of Dr. Renaud Gerve and his Pro Famille
Clinique staff and funding by OPPC and members. This is our normal.

We have also moved forward with our plan to build a new clinic in Cap-Haitien, albeit at a snail’s place.
We have been told by the Clinic’s current landlord that we need to move out by August of 2022. We have
acquired the land which has been cleared of existing structures. We have also had preliminary drawings
and an architectural plan drawn, as well as selected a building contractor and hired a supervisor. At the
current currency exchange rate the essential clinic can be built for $170,000 (with the option of building
the second floor if needed). An additional benefit to this poor community is that local labor will be used.
In fact, graduates from the Central Plateau Scholarship Program (originally funded by generous gifts from
OPPC members) will do the electrical, plumbing and cabinetry work.

Al recently went to Haiti, with Chis Rodenbough, our building supervisor, to gain consensus on the
building techniques for the new clinic. They met with Justin Cadet, the contractor (who built Dr Gerve's
house/guesthouse), and with Dr Gerve. The initial steps include site prep, foundation, utility rough-ins
and a slab ($60,000). They also considered stockpiling supplies to take advantage of the beneficial
currency exchange rate.

We will proceed as funds are available. We currently have $36,000. Each successive step will require a
signature from the contractor and one from PFC.

Becky Atz, www.profamilleclinique.org,




