
 

Important Update from OPPC's Covid-19  

Re-Entry Taskforce 

Dear Orchard Park Congregation, 

 

We are in the Lenten season.  Palm Sunday and Easter are fast approaching, and signs of spring are 

everywhere.  The past twelve months have been difficult and challenging and the global pandemic has caused 

us as individuals and Christians to re-think and re-imagine how we worship and remain a caring and loving 

community despite the hardships and obstacles in our path. New cases of Covid-19 continue to decline in 

Hamilton County and across Indiana.  

 

Three vaccines have been approved and more than one million Hoosiers have received at least one dose and 

more than half a million are fully vaccinated. The worship committee and Re-entry taskforce met Monday 

evening and made decisions on how we will move forward at Orchard Park through April 4th, Easter Sunday. 

 

Beginning March 21 in person Worship services will be held in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. 

 

On March 21, March 28, and April 4, while the indoor service is taking place, we will also offer a service in the 

parking lot by radio with screens for those viewing from the parking lot.  After April 4th we will provide worship 

in the sanctuary and through the radio without screens, from the parking lot.  The online YouTube service will 

continue to be offered through 2021 and most likely thereafter in some version to be determined. 

 

For those worshipping in the sanctuary, these are the details of how the service will be conducted:

• Clergy will greet people outside and instruct you to wait and be ushered in and wait to be ushered out 

after worship.

• Hand sanitizing stations will be provided in the gathering area.

• Masks are required and social distancing will be enforced.

• Bring your own Bible and there will be no hymnals.

• We will sing one hymn corporately at the end of the service.  More corporate singing will be coming!

• There will be no coffee hour.

• Childcare will be offered starting March 21.

• There will be a link with the order of worship to follow for those in their cars.

• Prior to March 21 we will provide a video of what to expect upon return along with a list of frequently 

asked questions and answers.

Please understand we invite all people whether fully vaccinated, partially vaccinated, or not vaccinated at all, 

into our sanctuary to worship.  Our wish is for you to participate in person, in the parking lot, or from home in a 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOKIGe41VVLk_JnTSoJK2yQ


 

manner which feels safest to you and within your comfort level. 

 

Beginning April 5 we will offer in person meetings to OPPC sponsored events only.  Bible studies, 

committees, small groups etc. can start meeting with masking and social distancing mandates in place.  No 

food, but you can bring your own drink and take the container with you upon leaving.  These groups can 

choose to meet in person, remain on Zoom, or any combination which best suits. 

 

The Re-entry task force will meet again on April 5 and assess how we are doing with worship and group 

meetings.  The task force will decide how to proceed with outside groups such as AA. 

 

Thank you for your patience as we move forward with the health and safety of all in mind.  Please continue to 

pray for one another.   

 

In Christ’s Service, we are faithfully yours: 

 

Ruling Elders: 

Steve Todd, Chair 

Greg Pemberton 

John Taylor 

Ellen Johns 

Richard Rewerts 

John Sanders 

Pat Gaston 

Nick Tillema, Clerk of Session

 

 


