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For more information
on all of these events
visit our website:
www.orchardpark.org

Join us on SUNDAYS AT 10:00 A.M. for In Person and Virtual Worship. The
service can be found online at Orchardpark.org, on YouTube, Facebook and in
your email inbox.

Drive Thru Communion
Please join us for Drive Thru Communion on Sunday,
May 9th from 10:00 A.M. – 11:45 A.M. Sunday school
kits will also be available for pick up.

Confirmation Sunday
Please join us on Sunday, May 16th for confirmation Sunday where
eight youth will be confirmed and be received as members of
OPPC. To view a list of the confirmands, please visit page 6 in
Youth Ministry section of the newsletter.

Day of Pentecost and Senior Recongiation
Please join us on Sunday, May 23rd as we celebrate
Pentecost and our graduating seniors.
We will be honoring our high school graduates in the
worship service. We would also like to acknowledge
anyone graduating from college or completing a
graduate degree or other training! Please contact Emily Custis at ecustis@orchardpark.org to
give her the name and degree of those who are graduating.
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2021 Summer Guest Preacher
Schedule
Rev. Dr. Shelly Wood is taking time off this
summer. Her last day preaching is May 23rd,
and she will return August 8th. We have set
up guest preachers to preach every Sunday in
the summer. All worship services will be
Livestreamed and will take place at 10:00
a.m.

Join us for an evening with Dr. Sheryl Johnson as
she shares with us how are pets have helped us
during this pandemic and what trends and
changes, she has seen in veterinary practice in
the past year.

Meeting ID: 832 9358 2347

Passcode: 271859

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83293582347?pwd=emVsRmkwbU5ZcTdLU1Ztb0tNUFRDdz09
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Sunday Morning Education
We are happy to announce that Sunday Morning Educations opportunities are offered on
Zoom. If you are interested in Attending, please reach out to the leaders listed below to
receive a Zoom invitation. Please note the new times for these classes.
· Mind the Gap 9:00 AM with Rob Peterson (jrp211@att.net)
· Children's Sunday School 11:30 AM with Trish Lisa (tlisa@orchardpark.org)
· Confirmation 11:30 AM with Jenni Crowley Cartee (jcrowley@orchardpark.org)
· Adult Study 12:00 PM with Tony Kupinski(tonykupinski@me.com)

Adult Sunday Bible Study
In May, the Noon Sunday Bible Study will complete our study of the six “Markers” of the
church found in John 17. We will finish off the month of May with a lesson on King Josiah. We
will take the summer off and resume our Noon Sunday Bible Study Sunday, September 12th.
Lessons for next year include the following: Lesson 29 - - King Josiah, Lesson 33 - - Old
Testament Parables, Lesson 42 - - The Great "I AM” Statements, Lesson 37 - - Rachel and Leah
Lesson 44 - - Philip the Evangelist
We will also study the characteristics of the God of the Old Testament such as God as - - (a)
Creator, (b) Covenant Maker, (c) Provider (i.e., the foundations of grace), (d) Lover, (e) Forgiver
(Compassion), (f) Judge, (g) Protector and Comforter, (h) A Personal God (God Knows Me) and
(i) the Tenacious Grasp of God.
Please email Tony Kupinski at tonykupinski@me.com if you are interested in joining the Bible
study.

Mind the Gap
Our class continues to meet in person at 9 A.M. on Sundays outside on the back parking lot,
masked and socially distanced; the Youth Lounge will be our fallback location in case of bad
weather. Bring your own chairs and coffee! Childcare is available; contact Trish Lisa
(tlisa@orchardpark.org) for details. We will not meet on Mother’s Day (May 9) and our last
class before summer break will be May 23.
We are focusing on the practice of prayer using short excerpts from Henri Nouwen’s book
Spiritual Direction and other resources. All are welcome to join in! If you’re interested being
added to our email list, contact Rob Peterson at jrp211@att.net.
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Small Groups and Bible Studies
We also offer a variety of small groups; some are offered by age (think Jr. High/Sr. High/
College youth; and young families); and we offer small groups by topic – Bible studies. We
are still making all the plans for the summer; please watch the weekly email for updates
about when classes will meet. Small groups are continuing to meet in person and through
Zoom. Please contact Trist Lisa if you have any questions! tlisa@orchardpark.org
Here is a list of all the small groups and Bible studies that are currently taking place. Please
contact the group leader if you would like to participate.
Monday Evening
Tuesday Morning
Wednesday Morning
Wednesday Evening

Thursday Morning
Friday Morning

Book Review Circle with Susie Highley at shighley@aol.com
Bible Study with Nick Tillema a nick@accessvaluation.com
Bible Study with Shelly Wood at shellywood@orchardpark.org
Bible Study with David Brentlinger at dab314159@gmail.com
Middle School Fellowship with Jenni Crowley-Cartee
Senior High Fellowship with Jenni Crowley -Cartee
College Fellowship with Jenni Crowley-Cartee at jcrowley@orchardpark.org
Bible Study with Leann Pope at lpope714@gmail.com
The Retired Men's Group contact Shelly Wood shellywood@orchardpark.org

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Every Wednesday at 10:00 A.M., we listen for God's voice as we read, learn, and discuss
weekly Bible passages. While we wait to gather again in-person, we will be gathering on a
weekly Zoom video conferencing call. Following our Zoom Bible studies, Shelly will share a
summary video for those not able to join us live. If you would like to join in the discussion
and/or receive the videos, please email Shelly Wood at shellywood@orchardpark.org. Our last
class before summer break will be May 19, 2021 and we will resume in August.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
May Programming for OPPC Children
We feel so thankful to offer childcare during our 10 a.m. worship service; this will continue all
summer. In May, we will also offer indoor childcare for those whose parents are attending the
9 A.M. Mind the Gap class. Indoor childcare is in Room 127.
We will continue Zoom Sunday School at 11:30 a.m. on Sundays. The next day to pick up a
Sunday School kit is Sunday, May 9th (and the kit will have a special craft for our beloved
moms!) We will meet via Zoom on May 16 and 23rd; no Sunday School on Memorial Day
Weekend (May 30th).
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Vacation Bible School- Knights of the North Castle! June 7-11th at OPPC
Please join us at Orchard Park Presbyterian Church for Vacation
Bible School June 7th-11th from 9 a.m. to 12 noon for Bible
stories, music, crafts, activities, and snacks.
Children ages 4 (by June 1st and fully potty trained) through
those finishing 5th grades are invited to attend. Our 5th graders
will do a special training program to prepare them to become
youth volunteers; they will still register as an attendee. We also
welcome youth as volunteers; Trish will be happy to write a
letter verifying your service hours or writing a recommendation.
Our additional COVID precautions this year include VBS being held outdoors (or in case of rain,
each group will have their own room inside the facility); mask-wearing for those who have
completed Kindergarten and older; and extra hand-sanitizing. We are also limiting the number
of available spots for attendees this year to 50% - 70%. While we will not take temps or ask all
the COVID screening questions daily, we DO expect families to only bring healthy children and
contact Trish Lisa (317-340-3354 cell; tlisa@orchardpark.org) if your child is tested for
COVID. Thank you!
https://onrealm.org/orchardpark/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZDJiNDAzZTEtMjAyMi0
0NDM5LTk0OWUtYWQwMzAxMWUxNWUw

OPLC Wraps up the 2020-21 School Year on May 15th
We have remained open the entire year due to the guidance of our nurse Jen and the diligence
of the entire OPLC staff. We are so grateful for the community we have been able to enjoy
this past school year!
Our next school year begins on Tuesday September 7th. We are still looking for a few more
teachers for next year; and we still have some spots available for this 2021-22 school year;
please contact Trish for more information! (tlisa@orchardpark.org or 317-340-3354 cell)
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YOUTH MINISTRY
Confirmation Sunday is May 16th!
On Sunday, May 16th eight youth will be confirmed and be received as members of
OPPC. These youth have been on this Confirmation journey since August of 2020. I would like
to thank their parents for nurturing this youth, their faith mentors for walking alongside them
and all of you for supporting and encouraging them to share their gifts within this
congregation and within the larger community!

2021 Confirmands
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Graduation Sunday is May 23rd
On May 23rd we will be honoring our high school graduates in the worship service. We would
also like to acknowledge anyone graduating from college or completing a graduate degree or
other training! Please contact Emily Custis at ecustis@orchardpark.org to give her the name
and degree of those who are graduating.

Wednesday Night Youth Group
Each Wednesday through May 26th youth will meet on Wednesday evenings outside or inside
with masks when weather is bad. Jr. High JAM meets 6:30 PM -7:15 PM. Sr. High CONNECT
meets 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM. We will also meet on specific Wednesdays during the
summer. Watch for dates and more information soon! Questions? Please contact Rev. Jenni
Crowley Cartee at jcrowley@orchardpark.org.

Camp Friendly
Sign up NOW for Camp Friendly, Jr. High
Leadership and EPiC at Camp
Pyoca! Find more information and
complete your registration at
http://www.campfriendly.org to
register!
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MISSION NEWS
Hamilton County/Carmel Youth Assistance Program
We are partnering again in 2021 with Hamilton County/Carmel Youth Assistance Program to
provide summer meals to kids who qualify for school lunches. The anticipated number of
families to be served is between 400-450. Packing and distribution will be at St. Elizabeth
Seton and take place on Wednesdays starting on June 30th and ending on August
4th. VOLUNTEERS are needed. A Sign-Up Genius will be available around the first of May to
sign up. You are encouraged to sign up for as many dates as possible early. COVID
precautions will be in effect.
Carmel Clay Schools will continue their weekly distribution until the last week of June. Pick
up day has yet to be determined - likely Wednesday - but they will need volunteers to help
with distribution. Look for a separate Sign-Up Genius.
If you would like to collect food items for Carmel Summer Meals, here is what we are looking
for:
• Peanut Butter
• Boxes of granola bars
• Boxes of cereal
• Boxes of Mac & Cheese
• Canned chicken
• Pasta sauce (no glass)
• Ketchup
You can also purchase food and supplies directly from their Amazon Wish List found below.

Food List or Supply List

Family Promise
WHAT IS NIGHT WITHOUT A BED?
Night Without A Bed is a social media challenge to raise
awareness about family homelessness. This year’s
challenge will participate on June 26, 2021!
HOW TO PARTICIPATE:
We ask participants to sleep anywhere without a bed: car, tent, or a living room floor and post
it to social media. Post a photo or video to social media using #NighJunmetWithoutABed.
Representing OPPC this year will be our very own Joe McDonald. More volunteers are
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welcome to participate. Please contact Joe at joemac1941@sbcglobal.net if you are interested
in joining the challenge.
Please consider donating to the OPPC team at familypromise.org.

OPPC Partnering with Carmel United Methodist

The Mission Committee is happy to announce a wonderful new collaboration between OPPC
and Carmel United Methodist Church. CUMC has been hosting a food pantry which serves
families in Hamilton County. They serve approximately 1200 people per month. We are
thrilled to develop this relationship and serve those in need in whatever capacity we are led to
serve.
Currently, we are planning on assisting with the Food Pantry itself, volunteering to assist
during distribution, and taking over the needs at the pantry related to hygiene products. OPPC
will begin accepting donations of the following this week:
Shampoo

Conditioner

Soap

Lotion

Deodorant

Tampons

Pads

Shaving Cream

Razors

Toothpaste

Please note: There is a donation closet on the north side of the CUMC food pantry building at
their church. It is open 24/7 to receive donations of shelf-stable items. Any items requiring
refrigeration should be dropped off at the food pantry front door during open hours. We are
also in great need of paper grocery bags. These can be dropped off at the closet at CUMC also.
****Additionally, we are putting together a “Mother’s Day Bag” to distribute to the moms
who pick up items at the pantry in May. If you would like to donate any special hygiene
products that are not on this list, please do so. Items such as facial cleansers, moisturizers, lip
creams, hand lotions, hair ties, etc. (It sounds like there are often theme bags given out so be
on the lookout for future items.) 😊
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OPPC Garden and Church Member Gardens
The Food Pantry is expanding the produce gardens to have more
fresh local produce available. However, we are also able to distribute
produce donated from other gardens as well. We would be happy to
take produce from your gardens as it is available. We will also be
able to donate produce from our own OPPC garden. Be on the lookout for information on
OPPC planting coming out soon!

Gift Card Request
We are in need of gift cards for those who come to the church
in need of groceries or gas. If you would like to contribute, you
can donate online through Realm by selecting Gift Card under
the fund drop down menu, through the church office or mail.

MEMBER CARE

Stephen Ministers are here to help.
Also, remember that we have Stephen
Ministers who are willing to give their
support! For more information about Stephen
Ministry please contact Mike Andrews at (317)
939-1800 or Nancy McDonald at (317) 7976081.
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Continuing to be Community and Church Together
In this time while we are not in the same place, we remain committed to living out our care for
one another and remaining together while apart. We very much want to hear from you! Our
pastors, Deacons, Stephen Ministers and other volunteers are available to connect with you by
phone and email.
Please let us know by calling 317-844-0017 if you are-or someone you know is - in selfquarantine or feeling isolated, lonely, anxious or sick or if you are a medical professional or a
provider of essential services, as we want to reach out and care for you in these challenging
days.
If you have a prayer request, please contact Marc Kruithoff at prayer@orchardpark.org.
If you would like to talk to a pastor, please call the church at 317-844-1107 and your request
will be forwarded directly to Rev. Shelly Wood.
If you would like to meet with a counselor over Teleconferencing, please contact Kristy Watts
and kristiewattslmft@gmail.com.
Errand Angels
If you are an Orchard Park member who would like some help with errands, please call the
church office (317-844-1107) or email me at jcrowley@orchardpark.org. Once we receive a
request from you, we will have an Errand Angel contact you get your list of needed items and
make arrangements for payment and delivery. You will receive a call from an Errand Angel
within 24 hours of your request (but likely MUCH sooner)! Items will be dropped off at your
front door in order to protect you from illness.
Please pass this information along to any OPPC church members you know of who need this
type of assistance!
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Giving

Covid has changed the way we worship and connect with each other and has also changed the
way we give. Please know you can also give via check, cash or online.
By Mail: 1605 E 106th St, Indianapolis, IN 46280
Text to Give: Text "Give OPPC $XX" to 73256
Give Online: Login to REALM and Give Online.

If you don’t have a Realm account, please contact Emily Custis at 317-844-1107 ext. 109
or ecustis@orchardpark.org.
Thank you for your contribution, commitment, prayers, and your generosity!

Legacy Giving
Have you remembered Orchard Park in your will or estate plan? If so, thank you! Your
commitment to leaving a legacy through our ministry is greatly appreciated. We believe that
part of our stewardship of these lasting gifts is to keep an organized, confidential record of
them, something that has not been done previously. So, if you have made plans for a legacy
gift to OPPC, please connect with elder, Charlie Smith charlie4129@yahoo.com to discuss – he
won’t ask for all the details, but we do want to make sure that your planned gift is noted. "We
have all been warmed by a fire we did not build, drank from a well we did not dig, and sat
under the shade of a tree we did not plant". Much of what we have at OPPC is due to the
efforts of those who went before us, who had faith, even though they would not see the
results.
Big question – Why is endowment necessary?
➢ This helps the future of the church and serves generations we may never
see. Giving to Endowments leaves a legacy for future generations.
➢ Don’t give out of fear, give out of hope.
➢ Giving to endowment grows the funds through investment, giving to Memorial
does not (why not?)
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We are excited to launch a new way to communicate with you! Now you can sign up to receive
Text Messages (SMS) from Orchard Park. Notifications could range from volunteer
opportunities to announcements about closure due to inclement weather. We promise not to
text more than 2 or 3 messages a month and will try to keep them targeted and relevant to
you. You can sign up by filling out the form linked below and opt out at any time by texting the
word "Stop." If you have questions about this program, please reach out to Emily Custis at
ecustis@orchardpark.org. To Sign Up – Click HERE

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Thursday 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Friday 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED on Monday May 31st in observance of
Memorial Day.
SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE HOURS begin June 1, 2021
Monday – Friday 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
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