
1 
 

 
 

For more information 
on all of these events 

visit our website: 
www.orchardpark.org 

 

   
  
 
 

August 
2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Anchored in Christian Formation 

• Serving our Community 

• Staying Connected 

• Engaging in Brave Conversations 
 

 

Worship and 
Communion 

Page 2 
 

Upcoming Events 
Page 3 

 

Educational and Small 
Groups 
Page 4 

 

Children’s Ministry 
Page 6 

 

Youth Ministry 
Page 7 

 

Music Ministry 
Page 9 

 

Mission News 
Page 10 

 

Member Care 
Page 12 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

 

 
 
Welcome Back! 
We welcome Rev. Dr. Shelly Wood back to worship on Sunday, August 8th. The Orchard Park 
Band will be back in person on August 22nd and Youth Group resumes on August 11th! 

 
 
Backpack Blessing 
On Sunday, August 1st, we will offer a Backpack Blessing for all our children, youth and college 
students as they prepare to head back to school.  Students are welcome to bring their 
backpacks (or instruments or sports equipment) to receive a blessing from their pews.  Trish 
will also send a video blessing to our children’s families.  Please join us in spirit or in person! 

 
 
Communion  
Please join us for Communion on Sunday, August 8th during 
our 10:00 A.M. worship service.  

 
 

Please join us on Sunday, August 15th at 10:00 AM for our 
Outdoor Bluegrass Worship Service. Custard Dogs food truck 
will be in our parking lost following the worship service. We 
hope you can join us! 
 

 

Join us on SUNDAYS AT 10:00 A.M. for In Person and Virtual Worship.  The 
service can be found online at Orchardpark.org, on YouTube, Facebook and in 

your email inbox. 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/ecustis/Documents/Orchardpark.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOKIGe41VVLk_JnTSoJK2yQ/videos?disable_polymer=1
https://www.facebook.com/orchardparkpc/
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Backpack Blessing 
On Sunday, August 1st, we will offer a Backpack Blessing for all our children, youth and college 
students as they prepare to head back to school.  Students are welcome to bring their 
backpacks (or instruments or sports equipment) to receive a blessing from their pews.  Trish 
will also send a video blessing to our children’s families.  Please join us in spirit or in person! 

 
20/40 Movie Screening 
Save the Date! Please join us on Thursday evening, August 
19th as we screen the movie 20/40. More information coming 
soon! 

 
 
 
 
Recycling Center  
As you return to in person Sunday morning worship, stop by the 
Recycling Center across from Room 115 and borrow/trade a puzzle 
to keep you occupied on hot summer days.  Also, please take a 
'recycled/repurposed" thank you or general note card, with 
envelope, and send a special greeting to someone special.   
 

 
 

 

Save the Date! Couples Weekend at PYOCA 
Thanks to all of you who responded to the inquiry survey 
regarding a Couples Weekend Getaway at PYOCA! Enough of 
you said you were interested, and we secured a space for us 
at PYOCA. Please mark on your calendar for September 3rd 
and 4th as a weekend at PYOCA.  Program and registration 
forms will be available in August. For now, please SAVE THE DATE.  You can go just one night if 
you prefer.  If childcare keeps you from coming, we will provide childcare. 
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Sunday Morning Education  
Some of our Sunday Morning Education classes return in August and some continue summer 

break and will return in September.  For more information on the groups that are meeting in 

August, please see below. 

 
 
Adult Sunday Bible Study 
The Noon Sunday Bible Study (formerly the North Chapel Class) will resume on September 
12th.  No decision has yet been made on continuing with ZOOM or going back to in-person 
sessions in the North Chapel.  What has been decided is our list of materials for the 2021/2022 
teaching year.  We will begin with a study of Elisha, the successor to Elijah.  The woman’s Bible 
Study finished a study of Elijah earlier in the year.  Below is a brief introduction to 
Elisha.  Other lessons include: (1) King Josiah, (2) Old Testament Parables, (3) The Great "I AM” 
Statements, (4) Rachel and Leah, (5) Philip the Evangelist, and (6) characteristics of the God of 
the Old Testament. 
 
“Elisha - - Once upon a time, there was a young man plowing his father’s fields with 12 yoke 
of oxen. His family was wealthy and his hometown was Abel-meholah located just south of the 
Sea of Galilee and near the Jordan River. He was of the tribe of Issachar in the northern 
Kingdom (i.e., Israel) that at that time consisted of 9 of the original 12 tribes. His name was 
Elisha. The first two letters of his name “El” meant “God.”  Elisha’s name literally meant “God 
is Salvation” or “God Saves.”  On a beautiful day for plowing and planting, a wild looking man 
came striding across the fields looking for Elisha.  That man was Elijah, God’s prophet and 
Elisha’s mentor." 
 
Please email Tony Kupinski at tonykupinski@me.com if you have any questions. 
 

 
 
Mind the Gap  
Will resume classes on Sunday, September 12, 2021. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:tonykupinski@me.com
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Small Groups and Bible Studies  
Here is a list of all the small groups and Bible studies that are currently taking place. Some 

classes are on summer break and will resume in either August or September. Please contact 

the group leader if you would like to participate. 
 

Monday Evening                  Book Review Circle with Susie Highley at shighley@aol.com 
Tuesday Morning                 Bible Study with Nick Tillema a nick@accessvaluation.com 
Wednesday Morning          Bible Study with Shelly Wood at shellywood@orchardpark.org 
                                                Bible Study with David Brentlinger at dab314159@gmail.com 
Wednesday Evening            Middle School Fellowship with Jenni Crowley Cartee 
                                                Senior High Fellowship with Jenni Crowley Cartee 
                                                College Fellowship with Jenni Crowley-Cartee at jcrowley@orchardpark.org 
Thursday Morning               Bible Study with Leann Pope at lpope714@gmail.com 
Friday Morning                  The Retired Men's Group contact Shelly Wood shellywood@orchardpark.org  

 
 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
Class will resume on August 11th.  More information coming soon! 
 
 

 
Book Review Circle 
The Book Review Circle meets in the church library the 3rd Monday of the month at 7 PM. 
There is also an option to attend via Zoom. Anyone is welcome to attend! 
 
Our upcoming books: 
August- Radium Girls by Kate Moore 
September- The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 
October- The Water Keeper by Charles Martin 
November- The Chilbury Ladies' Choir by Jennifer Ryan 
 
Questions ? Contact Susie Highley shighley@aol.com 
 
 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/shighley@aol.com
mailto:nick@accessvaluation.com
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/shellywood@orchardpark.org
mailto:dab314159@gmail.com
mailto:jcrowley@orchardpark.org
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/lpope714@gmail.com
mailto:shellywood@orchardpark.org
mailto:shighley@aol.com
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

Courtyard Playground Renovation 
Through the faithful stewardship of the Learning Center and the generosity of the Building and 
Property committee, we have been able to renovate the courtyard to benefit all the children in 
connected with our church and preschool.   
 
After years of piling mulch on mulch, we need to excavate 8 inches of mulch to allow for 
proper drainage.  We replaced the wood mulch with the safety-recommended rubber mulch.   
 
Additionally, we are adding a new piece of playground equipment (a memorial gift from one of 
our former Learning Center students) and have trimmed bushes and trees.  It is a fantastic 
space; please come check it out!  Thank you, always, for the support and care you offer our 
children and families!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Backpack Blessing 
On Sunday, August 1st, we will offer a Backpack Blessing for all our children, youth and college 
students as they prepare to head back to school.  Students are welcome to bring their 
backpacks (or instruments or sports equipment) to receive a blessing from their pews.  Trish 
will also send a video blessing to our children’s families.  Please join us in spirit or in person! 
 

Sprout and Bloom Resume September 12th! 
We are pleased to share that we are able to offer Bloom (Children’s Church) during our 10 
a.m. worship service following the Children’s Message.  We will also bring back Sprout with 
our fantastic leadership team of Rebecca McConnell, Nancy Peterson and Kim Pietranczyk.  
Please watch for more details closer to this time. 

AFTER BEFORE 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Caravan 2021 
In June, 17 youth and 13 adults participated in Caravan 2021!  We stayed at the Benedict Inn 
in Beech Grove and participated in local service projects.  Youth helped build 5 wheelchair 
ramps with SAWs. We also completed many projects at the Jameson Camp including painting a 
cabin, landscaping, clearing trails, mulching a ropes course and replacing a fence. Youth also 
helped mulch at the Benedict Inn.  It was so great to be able to spend a week together again 
this year after doing only day projects last year due to Covid. Caravan was a wonderful week of 
service, worship, fellowship and fun!  Thank you for all the ways you support our youth at 
OPPC! 
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Camp Friendly 
We are so grateful that OPPC was able to sponsor Camp Friendly, Jr. High Leadership Camp 
and EPiC once again at beautiful Camp Pyoca!  After a year away from Pyoca due to Covid, the 
campers were excited to once again be in this special place to enjoy God’s creation and spend 
time with friends. The Pyoca and OPPC team worked hard to ensure that we could provide a 
safe experience with many health precautions. We are thankful for the ways OPPC continues 
to partner with Pyoca to provide mountaintop experiences for our children and youth to grow 
in faith. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Youth Events 
We are thankful that several parents have been willing to host youth at their homes for fun 
and fellowship this summer.  There are several more events scheduled for August and we 
hope you will plan to join us! 
 
August 4th, 6:00-7:30—Cookout and Yard Games for Jr. High, Sr. High, and College Age at the 
Herider home 
August 11th, 6:00-7:30—Bonfire for Sr. High and College Age at the Kearns home 
August 18th, 6:00-7:30—Pool Party for Jr. High, Sr. High, and College Age at the Wood home 
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Music Ministry 
 

Organ Restoration Update 
Refurbishment of the gallery pipe organ in our sanctuary is underway!  Pipes have been 
removed from the swell division of the instrument and carefully placed in trays, stored in the 
choir loft. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have any questions about the project or the Organ Restoration Fund, please feel free to 
contact Music Director, Michael Pietranczyk - mpietranczyk@orchardpark.org; (317) 844-1107 
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Wind chests on their way 
to Goulding and Wood, 

Indianapolis 
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The wooden chests that hold the wind that supplies the pipes 
when they play, have been removed and taken to the Goulding and 
Wood shop in Indianapolis where they will be refurbished and 
repaired. This is done to resolve the problem of wind leaking from 
one chamber to another within the chests, causing pipes to play when 
they should not.   
 
The pipes for the remaining 2 divisions of the organ are still playable 
during the repair.  Essentially 1/3 of the pipework in the instrument 
has been removed.  Thanks to all who have generously donated to the 
Organ Refurbishment Fund.  Phase 2 of the refurbishment 
(replacement of broken ranks of reed pipes) will begin when all the 
funds are available to complete the project.   
 

mailto:mpietranczyk@orchardpark.org
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MISSION NEWS 
 

Help Support Tijuana Christian Mission's Back-to-School Project! 
Cindy Brentlinger has asked several churches (including 
OPPC) to partner with Tijuana Christian Ministry to help get 
their students ready to go back to school for the first time 
since March 2020!  If you would like to sponsor a child 
(through an online donation) or provide school supplies 
(through Amazon), please CLICK HERE for the Signup Genius 
and then follow the instructions for that item! There is also a 
Power Point presentation showing the pictures of the 
students you can sponsor. 
  
There are many more needs beyond these, so please help if you can! 
 
 
 
 

Poverty 101 
Carmel CUMC is hosting a course titled Poverty 101 
and have invited OPPC to participate.   
 
What is poverty?  
What does it look like in metropolitan Indianapolis?  
What does it mean to be trapped in poverty?  
How do I help someone in poverty? 
Course creator Tim Streett has worked and lived in economically poor neighborhoods for over 
25years. Having trained hundreds of volunteers in bridging across economic gaps, he will be 
coming to CUMC! 
 
The course will be offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 8:00 PM beginning Aug 18th 
and runs for 10 weeks. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Chris List at christhomasindy@gmail.com or Joe 
McDonald at joemac1941@sbcglobal.net. Please CLICK HERE for a brief description of the 
course. 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ea8af2da6fa7-tcmbacktoschool
TCM%20Back%20to%20School%202021%20OPPC.pptx
mailto:christhomasindy@gmail.com
mailto:joemac1941@sbcglobal.net
../Pictures/poverty%20101%20flyer.pdf
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OPPC Partnering with Carmel United Methodist 

Church 
Orchard Park is embarking on a mission partnership with Carmel 
United Methodist Church to provide food assistance for our Hamilton 
County neighbors in need.  
 

CUMC has been operating their food pantry for over 20 years and it 
runs like a well-oiled machine.  Orchard Park is proud to begin 
providing both financial and volunteer help to assist them in this mission. 
 

How to Volunteer: All scheduling of volunteers is done by Lisa Williams at CUMC. If you wish 
to volunteer, please email, or text your name, email address, cell and land line numbers to Lisa 
Williams at: Email: cumcpantryscheduling@yahoo.com Text: 317-507-7410 Upon receipt Lisa 
will send detailed information.  
 

Please CLICK HERE to learn more or contact Joe McDonald joemac1941@sbcglobal.net or 317-

796-9471  
 

Hamilton County Indiana Food Pantries for Public 

Distribution 
Please CLICK HERE to find a food pantry list with information about 
food pantries available to assist families in Hamilton county during 
these extreme times.  
 
 

Gift Card Request 
We are in need of gift cards for those who come to the church 
in need of groceries or gas. If you would like to contribute, you 
may drop off $20 or $25 gift cards to Kroger, Meijer, etc to the 
church office.  

 
Haiti Update 
We continue to operate our missions in Haiti, very carefully. Please pray for Dr Renaud Gerve 
and his staff operating the clinic in Cap Haitian, the mobile clinic in Bas Fosse and the mobile 
clinics in the northeastern mountains serving 22 remote villages. Please also pray for Verdier 
Cherfils who operates the post high school scholarship program with current enrollment of 
more than 40 students. Thanks for your continued support.  – Al & Becky Atz 

Carmel%20Food%20Pantry%20Info%20Sheet.pdf
mailto:joemac1941@sbcglobal.net
Hamilton%20County%20Indiana%20Food%20Pantry%20Listing%20for%20Public%20Sharing_6_24_21.pdf
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MEMBER CARE 
 

 

Stephen Ministers are here to help. 
Also, remember that we have Stephen 
Ministers who are willing to give their 
support!  For more information about Stephen 
Ministry please contact Mike Andrews at (317) 
939-1800 or Nancy McDonald at (317) 797-
6081.  

 
 
 
Continuing to be Community and Church Together 

In this time while we are not in the same place, we remain committed to living out our care for 
one another and remaining together while apart. We very much want to hear from you! Our 
pastors, Deacons, Stephen Ministers and other volunteers are available to connect with you by 
phone and email. 
 
Please let us know by calling 317-844-0017 if you are-or someone you know is - in self-
quarantine or feeling isolated, lonely, anxious or sick or if you are a medical professional or a 
provider of essential services, as we want to reach out and care for you in these challenging 
days. 
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact Marc Kruithoff at prayer@orchardpark.org. 
 
If you would like to talk to a pastor, please call the church at 317-844-1107 and your request 
will be forwarded directly to Rev. Shelly Wood. 
 
If you would like to meet with a counselor over Teleconferencing, please contact Kristy Watts 
and kristiewattslmft@gmail.com. 

mailto:prayer@orchardpark.org
mailto:kristiewattslmft@gmail.com
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Errand Angels  
If you are an Orchard Park member who would like some help with errands, please call the 
church office (317-844-1107) or email me at jcrowley@orchardpark.org. Once we receive a 
request from you, we will have an Errand Angel contact you get your list of needed items and 
make arrangements for payment and delivery. You will receive a call from an Errand Angel 
within 24 hours of your request (but likely MUCH sooner)! Items will be dropped off at your 
front door in order to protect you from illness. 

 
Please pass this information along to any OPPC church members you know of who need this 

type of assistance! 

 
 
Giving 

 

 
Covid has changed the way we worship and connect with each other and has also changed the 
way we give.  Please know you can also give via check, cash or online. 
 
By Mail: 1605 E 106th St, Indianapolis, IN 46280 
Text to Give: Text "Give OPPC $XX" to 73256 
Give Online: Login to REALM and Give Online. 

If you don’t have a Realm account, please contact Emily Custis at 317-844-1107 ext. 109 
or ecustis@orchardpark.org. 
Thank you for your contribution, commitment, prayers, and your generosity! 

 
Legacy Giving               
Have you remembered Orchard Park in your will or estate plan? If so, thank you! Your 
commitment to leaving a legacy through our ministry is greatly appreciated. We believe that 
part of our stewardship of these lasting gifts is to keep an organized, confidential record of 
them, something that has not been done previously. So, if you have made plans for a legacy 
gift to OPPC, please connect with elder, Charlie Smith charlie4129@yahoo.com to discuss – he 

mailto:jcrowley@orchardpark.org
https://onrealm.org/orchardpark/-/give/now
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/ecustis@orchardpark.org
mailto:mailtocharlie4129@yahoo.com
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won’t ask for all the details, but we do want to make sure that your planned gift is noted.  "We 
have all been warmed by a fire we did not build, drank from a well we did not dig, and sat 
under the shade of a tree we did not plant".  Much of what we have at OPPC is due to the 
efforts of those who went before us, who had faith, even though they would not see the 
results. 
 
Big question – Why is endowment necessary? 

➢ This helps the future of the church and serves generations we may never 
see.  Giving to Endowments leaves a legacy for future generations. 

➢ Don’t give out of fear, give out of hope. 
➢ Giving to endowment grows the funds through investment, giving to Memorial 

does not (why not?) 

 

 
We are excited to launch a new way to communicate with you! Now you can sign up to receive 
Text Messages (SMS) from Orchard Park. Notifications could range from volunteer 
opportunities to announcements about closure due to inclement weather. We promise not to 
text more than 2 or 3 messages a month and will try to keep them targeted and relevant to 
you. You can sign up by filling out the form linked below and opt out at any time by texting the 
word "Stop." If you have questions about this program, please reach out to Emily Custis at 
ecustis@orchardpark.org.  To Sign Up – Click HERE 

 
 

 
SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

 

 

mailto:ecustis@orchardpark.org?subject=SMS%20Texting
https://app2.simpletexting.com/join/joinWebForm?webFormId=5f884567d30e741d4a161630&c=USA%22%20target%3D%22_blank&fbclid=IwAR1nMIoonkyV-WMsdtqO5DvoTx3OubI7BDKBzcZTgE9YY9XLwQDMZtmlpHY

