
 

For more information 

on all of these events 

visit our website: 

www.orcharadpark.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OCTOBER 

AT OPPC 
 

 
• Anchored in Christian Formation 

• Serving our Community 

• Staying Connected 

• Engaging in Brave Conversations 
 

 

 

 

 

 
October 4 
Drive Thru 

Communion and Flu 
Shot 

 
 

October 8 
Color of Compromise 

Discussion 
 
 

October 22 
Brave Conversations 

 
 

October 25 
Trunk or Treat 

 
 

Back Sack Weekend 
Food Program 
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Dear Friends, 
 

October is traditionally the season when we talk about stewardship and giving at OPPC.  Committees start 
looking at their budgets and plan for the next year, and we ask the congregation to faithfully commit to a 
financial gift.  The Nominating committee is hard at work looking for new classes of elders and deacons and 
will ask members of the congregation to faithfully commit to the gift of time and sharing their talents. 
 

This church is run on the generosity of time, talent and treasure of each and every person in this worshipping 
community.  For the past seven months church has not been “business as usual” and yet we continue to be 
about the work of the church.  We continue to work to be the church in the world.  We continue to practice 
gratitude and generosity. 
 

We will continue to be: 
Anchored in Christian Formation:  Our children are receiving monthly Christian education resources in boxes 
for families to use at home.  Our adult education classes and Bible studies are well attended and always open 
to all.   
 

Engage in “Brave conversations”:  We are hosting important, monthly conversations on racism in the church, 
grief, the future of the church and civility in America. 
 

Staying Connected:  As of October 1, every Elder, Deacon, Stephen Minister and Staff member has adopted 
members of the congregation to be in contact with and reach out to on a monthly basis. Every member of the 
congregation has someone reaching out to them.  We continue to strive to stay connected with one another 
during this time of separation. 
 

Serve the Community: We remain steadfast in our desire to the serve and be present in the community in 
meaningful ways.  Our Learning Center is open and actively teaching students.  We are working alongside 
Carmel Clay Schools to feed children in our school system.  We have a committed partnership with Family 
Promise.   
 

These are the four areas that keep us grounded in reminding ourselves who we are and who we are called to 
be.  We will never stop being generous with teaching the Word of God, being open to civil dialogue, being a 
community one to another, and serving the community.   
 

This is how we keep going, when everything isn’t going as it normally has.  We will continue to adapt, create, 
imagine, serve, build, love and care for the kingdom of God.   
 

Thank you for your contribution and your generosity. 
 

In Christ’s Service I am faithfully yours, 
 

Shelly 
 
 
 



WORSHIP 

 

Drive Through Communion will be offered on 

World Communion Sunday, October 4th 

from 11:00 AM -12:00 PM. If you will be in 

attendance for our in-person service, you can 

participate in our drive thru service at the 

close of worship, or you can come from your 

home and drive under the portico to receive 

communion. We will be present wearing                                      

gloves and masks and will serve you communion. 

Please bring a non-perishable food item for donation. 

Flu Shots will also be available after Communion from 

10:45 AM to 2:00 PM. Park in the North Parking lot 

and someone will assist you. Please bring your 

insurance card and/or payment. Flu shots will be 

available for anyone 18 and over.  

 

 

 

Join us on SUNDAYS AT 10:00 A.M. for in person worship at OPPC. 

Please find our Re-opening Policy HERE.  

The on-line worship service will continue to be offered and will in your email 

inbox, on Facebook, our Website and YouTube at 10:00 A.M. on Sunday 

mornings. 

Passing of the Peace Volunteers are needed for our virtual 

worship service. You will record (phone horizontal) 

yourself/family/friends saying, "The peace of Christ be with 

you" or "And also with you." You will send your video to 

joedelise@gmail.com by Thursday of the week you are 

scheduled. Please CLICK HERE to sign up. 

We will send you an email reminder. Thank you! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QozvhO9o_Os&feature=youtu.be
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/joedelise@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f45abae23abfa7-passing


Events and Programs 

 
Color of Compromise Discussion  
We will continue our series on the Color of Compromise (which 
examines the church’s role in racism in America); our next session is 
Thursday, October 8th at 7 P.M. The Zoom link will come out by 
email; or please email me if you would like the link 
(tlisa@orchardpark.org). 
 
Meeting Information: All discussions are 7:00 - 9:00 P.M. on Zoom.   
 
Dates: October 8, November 12, (tentative) 7:00 
 

 

Brave Conversation 
Join us on Thursday, October 22nd at 7:00 PM via Zoom for a brave conversation on Civility in 
the shadow of an election, how a purple church stays purple. We will send out the link via 
email. 
 

Trunk or Treat: 2020 COVID Style 
On Sunday, October 25th from 4:30-5:30 PM, we will host our annual Trunk or Treat in the 

OPPC Parking Lot.  This year will be an adaption of years past in order to keep everyone safe 

and healthy.    

Under the portico (west side of the building), we will invite cars to drive through to pick up 

treats and a craft bag.  We will also invite people to enter our drawing for $10 gift cards to 

Meijer, Target or Walmart. 

We will have decorated stations near/under the portico for each of these activities; we will 

also have a photographer available to take your family’s picture in costume if you choose! 

We hope you will join us! 

Questions?  Please call, text or email Trish (317-340-3354 or tlisa@orchardpark.org). 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:tlisa@orchardpark.org
mailto:tlisa@orchardpark.org


FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

Sunday Morning Education  
We are happy to announce that Sunday Morning Educations opportunities are offered on 

Zoom. If you are interested in Attending, please reach out to the leaders listed below to 

receive a Zoom invitation. Please note the new times for these classes.  
 

· Mind the Gap 10:00 A.M. with Rob Peterson (jrp211@att.net) 

· Children's Sunday School 11:30 A.M. with Trish Lisa (tlisa@orchardpark.org) 
· Confirmation 11:30 A.M. with Jenni Crowley Cartee (jcrowley@orchardpark.org) 
· Adult Study 12:00 P.M. with Tony Kupinski(tonykupinski@me.com) 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
Every Wednesday at 10:00 A.M., we listen for God's voice as we read, learn, and discuss 
weekly Bible passages. While we wait to gather again in-person, we will be gathering on a 
weekly Zoom video conferencing call. Following our Zoom Bible studies, Shelly will share a 
summary video for those not able to join us live. If you would like to join in the discussion 
and/or receive the videos, please email Shelly Wood at shellywood@orchardpark.org.  

Small Groups and Bible Studies  
We also offer a variety of small groups; some are offered by age (think Jr. High/Sr. High/ 
College youth; and young families); and we offer small groups by topic – Bible studies.  We 
are still making all the plans for the fall; please watch the weekly email for updates about 
when classes will meet.  Small groups will continue to meet through Zoom this fall.  Please 
contact Trist Lisa if you have any questions! tlisa@orchardpark.org 
 

Here is a list of all the small groups and Bible studies that are currently taking place. Please contact 

the group leader if you would like to participate. 

 
Monday Evening                  Book Review Circle with Susie Highley at shighley@aol.com 
Tuesday Morning                 Bible Study with Nick Tillema a nick@accessvaluation.com 
Wednesday Morning          Bible Study with Shelly Wood at shellywood@orchardpark.org 
                                                Bible Study with David Brentlinger at dab314159@gmail.com 
Wednesday Evening            Middle School Fellowship with Jenni Crowley-Cartee 
                                                Senior High Fellowship with Jenni Crowley -Cartee 
                                                College Fellowship with Jenni Crowley-Cartee at jcrowley@orchardpark.org 
Thursday Morning               Bible Study with Leann Pope at lpope714@gmail.com 
Friday Morning             Men's Group AKA Old Goats contact Shelly Wood shellywood@orchardpark.org 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/emijo/OneDrive/Documents/jrp211@att.net
mailto:tlisa@orchardpark.org
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/jcrowley@orchardpark.org
mailto:tonykupinski@me.com
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/shellywood@orchardpark.org
file:///C:/Users/emijo/OneDrive/Documents/tlisa@orchardpark.org
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/shighley@aol.com
mailto:nick@accessvaluation.com
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/shellywood@orchardpark.org
mailto:dab314159@gmail.com
mailto:jcrowley@orchardpark.org
file:///C:/Users/emijo/Downloads/lpope714@gmail.com
mailto:shellywood@orchardpark.org


CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
Sunday School for Children through 5th Grade 
For children through 5th grade, we meet weekly on Sundays at 11:30 a.m. for a 30-40 minute 
Zoom Sunday School.  All supplies are provided for children and are available for pick up 
during drive through communion (October 4th from 11-noon; November 8 from 11-noon; 
December 13 from 11-noon).  If you are unable to pick up supplied during that time, please 
contact me (tlisa@orchardpark.org) or 317-340-3354 cell); supplies can be available in the 
church office for you to pick up from 9-3 M-Th or 9-1 on F; or we can make other 
arrangements to get supplies to you. 
 
Each week includes a Bible story, prayer, song and activity.   
 
Even if you are unable to join us at 11:30 a.m. on Sundays, please sign up; each supply kit 
comes with resources and lessons plans so you can engage your children in faith at home. 
 
In October and November, we will do lessons on The Lord’s Prayer (an important 
scripture/prayer for children to memorize); and we will also talk about Moses and the exile 
and how God provides (with manna and quail and fresh water).  I am hopeful that families will 
use the resources provided (Zoom, video links, lesson plans, activity supplies) to continue to 
engage in faith. 
 

 
Sunday Child Care for October 
We are offering childcare for children up to age 5 on Sunday morning during worship; 
childcare opens at 9:45 a.m.   We appreciate having advanced registration for your children to 
ensure safe care; however, please don’t hesitate to join us on Sunday mornings even if you 
have not pre-registered.  Here is a link to the October sign-ups: 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4EADAE23A2F58-sunday3 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tlisa@orchardpark.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4EADAE23A2F58-sunday3


YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Confirmation Class 
Confirmation Class kicked off on September 20th with a meeting of youth and Faith Mentors in 
our parking lot!  7th and 8th Graders will be meeting for Confirmation Class on Zoom Sunday 
mornings at 11:30 am. 
  
 

Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship 

While the weather is nice, our Jr. high and Sr. high youth continue to meet outside at OPPC 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 pm for fellowship, discussion, refreshments and prayer!  When 
the weather turns cold, we’ll move Wednesdays to zoom, but for now we are enjoying being 
together outside, in person with safe social distancing!! This week we even wore our masks 
and played 9-square at sunset! Hope all youth will try to join us when they are able! 

 
 

College Zoom Meetings on Wednesdays 

Our college students have resumed 
their Wednesday night zoom 
meetings at 9:00 pm. We meet to 
catch up, discuss, play games and 
pray together.  For more information 
on how to join this college gathering 
each week, contact Rev. Jenni 
Crowley Cartee 
(jcrowley@orchardpark.org)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/emijo/OneDrive/Documents/jcrowley@orchardpark.org


Music Ministry 

 

You may have noticed by now that our online 
services have begun to include hymns and 
selections by our choir.  You may also have noticed 
that the text to these pieces is also included on the 
videos.  While it does take a bit more time to create 
the video with text, I find that it’s really helpful for 
me (as a viewer) to feel more “involved” with the 
music, especially if I know the hymn, song, or tune 
the choir or band is presenting.  Have you ever 

heard the phrase “dance like nobody is watching?”  Have you ever done it? (Be honest!) Well, 
the whole point of including the text with the songs is so that you, at home, can sing along and 
get involved in the worship experience.  Someone said to me that they “felt a little strange” 
singing at home alone.  Have you ever belted your favorite song out in your car when it comes 
on the radio?  (Be honest!) Think of it that way.  But instead, think too that the Lord is listening 
and doesn’t care what your voice sounds like.  Just give Him praise and “sing like nobody is 
listening…except God." 
 
Peace and Love,  
Mike Pietranczyk 
 

 
 
Band Videos 
Want to watch the band videos one more 
time? Please CLICK HERE to view the bands 
playlist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmHQmOSUNvjBvnY3Hs8qA2IReDndsvXZB&fbclid=IwAR3Pp5q7LJkAmbr721oCB4-U8KsQyVLzSd6F8ru6NKBqoV7IKwIcMKdQIQU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmHQmOSUNvjBvnY3Hs8qA2IReDndsvXZB&fbclid=IwAR3Pp5q7LJkAmbr721oCB4-U8KsQyVLzSd6F8ru6NKBqoV7IKwIcMKdQIQU


MISSION 

 

Weekend Food Bags for Elementary Kids  
We have partnered with the Carmel community to address 
the problem of weekend hunger on a rotating basis.  OPPC 
is responsible for providing weekend groceries for local 
elementary children in November.    
 
Go to the Signup Genius by CLICKING HERE to find out 
what items and quantities are needed. Please place your 
donations in the carts near the entrances by Sunday, 
October 25th. 
 

 

Tijuana Christian Mission Update 
 

Please see the end of this newsletter to read an 

update from Cindy Brentlinger and the Tijuana 

Christian Mission. 
 

 

 

Clothesline Program Update 

The Clothesline Closet mission has a goal to provide children's clothing for local elementary 

schools (Carmel, Orchard Park and Forest Dale). We coordinate with at-need families through 

the school counselors using a form for sizes. The socks and underwear are new items sent in 

packages. The tops, bottoms and light jackets are given from donations we receive. They are 

taken home by our team and laundered with love and prayers before being packed in brown 

bags and returned to the school counselor. 

 

We are in need of your children's clothing (mostly athletic wear) sizes 4-18 

Popular requests are: 

BOYS: athletic shorts, pants and joggers. Athletic fabric tops, hoodies, light jackets 

GIRLS: Leggings, solid color tops, hoodies, light jackets 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BA8A62D6-2019


Member Care 

 

 

Stephen Ministers are here to help. 
Also, remember that we have Stephen 
Ministers who are willing to give their 
support!  For more information about 
Stephen Ministry please contact Mike 
Andrews at (317) 939-1800 or Elsie Potts at 
(317) 270-4570. 

 

Continuing to be Community and Church Together 

In this time while we are not in the same place, we remain committed to living out our care for 
one another and remaining together while apart. We very much want to hear from you! Our 
pastors, Deacons, Stephen Ministers and other volunteers are available to connect with you by 
phone and email. 
 
Please let us know by calling 317-844-0017 if you are-or someone you know is - in self-
quarantine or feeling isolated, lonely, anxious or sick or if you are a medical professional or a 
provider of essential services, as we want to reach out and care for you in these challenging 
days. 
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact Doris Wright at prayerupdates@orchardpark.org. 
 
If you would like to talk to a pastor, please call the church at 317-844-1107 and your request 
will be forwarded directly to Rev. Shelly Wood. 
 
If you would like to meet with a counselor over Teleconferencing, please contact Kristy Watts 
and kristiewattslmft@gmail.com. 

http://prayerupdates@orchardpark.org/
mailto:kristiewattslmft@gmail.com


Errand Angels  
If you are an Orchard Park member who would like some help with errands, please call the 
church office (317-844-1107) or email me at jcrowley@orchardpark.org. Once we receive a 
request from you, we will have an Errand Angel contact you get your list of needed items and 
make arrangements for payment and delivery. You will receive a call from an Errand Angel 
within 24 hours of your request (but likely MUCH sooner)! Items will be dropped off at your 
front door in order to protect you from illness. 

 
Please pass this information along to any OPPC church members you know of who need this 

type of assistance! 
 

OPPC Library 

The Carmel Public Library may be closed right now, but our church library is open. If the door 

is locked, please check in at the desk. We have quite a variety, including fiction, children's 

books, reference materials, many Bible resources, and even some DVDs. Please sign the card 

inside each item you would like to check out and leave the cards in the plastic container on top 

of the card catalog. Happy Reading! 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Thursday 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.  

Friday 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.  

Please wear a mask in the building and maintain a social distance of 6 feet.  

Monday  Lisa Alexander  Facility/Administration Coordinator  

Tuesday  

Joe Jansen (9 AM – 12 PM) Lisa 

Alexander  

Financial Coordinator  

Facility/Administration Coordinator  

Wednesday  Mary Leffler  Business Administrator  

Thursday  Lisa Alexander  Facility/Administration Coordinator  

Friday  Emily Custis  

Joe Jansen (9 AM – 12 PM)  

Administrative Assistant Financial 

Coordinator  
 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jcrowley@orchardpark.org


Tijuana Christian Mission Update 
September 24, 2020 
 
Hello from Tijuana!             
 
It has been a while since I have sent an update.... being home all the time with 20 teenagers is no joke! But we 
are continuing to figure out our new normal together. 
  
School started this week for our high schoolers. Currently I am sitting where I spend a lot of my time these 
days - in the computer room monitoring our students during their online learning and helping with homework 
and studying where I am needed. Mexico announced earlier this month that preschool through high school 
will continue with online learning through the end of the academic year. That news was a big bummer for our 
kids. They miss their friends. They miss that sense of "normalcy." However, I am so proud of them and all of 
our staff for how they have started this school year. In our home in Tijuana, where I am living, we currently 
have 1 middle school student, 10 high school students and 5 college students starting their semesters. 
  
I went home to Indiana for about three weeks at the end of August. I am so thankful for that time. It had been 
almost 10 months since I had seen family and friends from home. God is so good and gifted me the sweetest 
time during those three weeks. My mom took care of me & made the most delicious meals. I spent time 
outside and time doing absolutely nothing. I caught up on pointless TV shows. I rested. I spent countless hours 
at night playing cards with my parents. I reconnected with friends and cuddled sweet babies. I prayed and 
prayed that my time at home would leave me rested and ready to return. It has been a long, complicated, 
tiring season here- as for most people around the world- and I praise God for the break that he gifted me to 
come back ready to love my kids better and show them more patience. 
  
A few days after coming back to Mexico, last Thursday evening, a fire hit Rosarito. As is happening in so many 
places right now, the fire started miles away from our home. It slowly came closer to us. However, the fire 
department and various other professionals assessed the situation. Thirty minutes after they declared that 
there was no possibility of the fire reaching our neighborhood, the winds shifted, and we had to evacuate our 
children. Around 6 PM, we loaded all of our children, a couple changes of clothes, important documents and 
all of the caretakers in the vans and brought them to our home in Tijuana. Our teens were fantastic. They 
helped us clean extra bathrooms and get beds ready for the younger children, and 5 joined me in the kitchen 
to make a last-minute dinner for the kids and caretakers who were en route to Tijuana. Two teenagers and 
most of our men stayed in Rosarito fighting the fire throughout the night. Most neighbors ran out of water, so 
we emptied our supply to help neighbors as well. Neighbors worked together to protect houses as the fire 
came closer. Houses were burnt further down, but praise God no one was hurt, and all of the orphanage 
buildings were spared. By late afternoon the next day, the smoke cleared & our children were able to safely 
return home. This was our second fire in three years. 
  
This season has been so interesting around the world. It is filled with so much unknown. Everything we 
expected to happen has not happened or has been so different than expected. For me, it is pushing me to lean 
into and rely on Jesus more and more. Days often start around 6 am and end around 10 pm. Some days are 
hard and patience is hard to fight for. Each day I remind myself, I am here because I chose to be. Our kids are 
not. They would rather be in a safe "normal" home with a "normal" family, but the Lord has brought them 
here for a reason, and we will be that loving family while they need it. That is my reminder every day to love 
harder and practice more patience than I think I can, and without God, that is so not possible.  
  
Thank you all for your love & support! 



 How can you help? 
  
1. Basic needs: Without groups visiting our home right now, we are running very low on our basic needs- 
mostly personal hygiene supplies & household items. There are two ways that you can help with this from afar 
- our Amazon Wishlist has been updated to included only those "highest need" items right now or sending a 
donation and I can do the shopping from here! If you are local to California and want to collect items, we 
would love to meet you in our office in San Ysidro as well. 
  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1XACLXGXHX6XB?ref_=wl_share 
  
2. As always, donations can be made here as well for my personal support or for the children's home 

·  Through PayPal  (email: cbrent3@gmail.com) or Venmo (@Cindy-Brentlinger) - remember that these 
are NOT tax-deductible 

·  Check to "Orchard Park Presbyterian Church" (sent to Orchard Park Presbyterian Church 1605 E 106th 
St, Indianapolis, IN 46280)  

o With "Account 6833 - Tijuana Christian Mission" in the memo line to give money directly to 
ministry with the kids here - this could be supporting birthday celebrations, gasoline to get 
kids to & from church functions, buying a pack of underwear for a kid with no underwear 
when no donations have come in, etc. 

o Or with "Account 6834 - Cindy Brentlinger's Mission Support" to go towards my living expenses 
 
I have attached some photos from our life over the past few months. These pictures paint some pictures of 
some of my favorite memories from the last few months. 
 
- COVID has presented us with a lot of challenges, however it has also given us even more motivation to get 
creative in celebrating birthdays at home. I attached pictures of a few of my favorite birthday celebrations in 
August and September. For those of you who have been following my journey down here in Mexico for a 
while, YES that is Jovanna with the Minnie Mouse pinata! I will never not be amazed at the ways the Lord 
continues to work in her life and allow me to be a part of it. Before quarantine, I was able to visit her about 
every other week. Since COVID hit, it has been more difficult. But last week, I was able to celebrate her 
birthday alongside her current orphanage family. She has grown so much and I am so blessed to still be able to 
do life with her. That sweet, crazy little soul holds a big piece of my heart.  
 
- This summer was hard for our teens. It was quiet and slow. Very different that we are used to, with many 
cancelled plans.  However, as always, God is good and continued to provide ways for us to create memories 
with our kids. We were able to take our teen girls & our teen boys to a beach house for a couple days. We also 
were able to rent a beautiful, Olympic-sized pool hidden in downtown Tijuana for a day with all of our teens. 
These memories are so special to all of us! 
 
- While I love living with our teenagers, the littles still have such a big part of my heart. I am very thankful to be 
spending more time with them. Hiking & exploring the area around our home are some of our favorite 
activities.  
  
I am so thankful for each of you. For your prayers, for your encouragement, for the ways that you continue to 
love and support our kids and our ministry here. Sending big hugs from Mexico and hope to be able to give 
those hugs in-person soon!  
  
Abrazos, 
Cindy 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1XACLXGXHX6XB?ref_=wl_share
mailto:cbrent3@gmail.com


 

 
   

 


