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IT’S TIME 
June 1, 2017 

 
I never thought five years would be long enough to feel like we did all that God wanted us to do in 
Central PA, but to our surprise, it’s time for Terri and me to follow Him into our next chapter of life. 
Decisions like this are tough enough, but the most difficult thing now is saying goodbye to so many 
awesome people. All of you gave us your trust and love. Some of you literally made us part of your 
family. Holidays that had the potential to be so lonely without our Tampa family and friends were 
instead, filled with joy and a sense of belonging. You accepted and encouraged our children in so 
many ways. Heck, one of your very own even took our daughter as his bride! We’re married in! 
 
I really saw myself making Duncannon my home to live out the next 95 years of my life. I was 
enjoying my community involvement and the wonderful experience of being part of a strong church 
with a great reputation. Terri was excelling in her career as an educational leader, and all the indicators 
were pointing in the direction of her having a successful career right here in the Greater Harrisburg 
Area. But through an amazing and fast explosion of events, we were connected with a church and 
school who have asked us to help them grow to the next level of Kingdom work. 
 
Something I believe you will understand is that Terri and I are moving toward a very different life 
stage. In the next few months, we will become empty nesters. Sean and Ashley have already settled 
down with a house and great jobs in Greenville, SC; and Joshua will start college at Full Sail 
University in Orlando this September. Also, Terri and I have had a little experience working together, 
which gave us a dream of doing that in a bigger and more permanent way if God would ever see fit. 
This new place will give us that opportunity. We will be able to keep our respective 
ministry/vocational goals and passions, while being in such proximity that we can possibly work in 
conjunction with each other, along with other little things like having lunch together. 
 
Okay, so you probably have questions: “Where are you going and what will you be doing?”  We will 
be at a church/school in the Florida Keys, so that means we will have to adapt to island living. Terri 
will be Head of School at a large K3-12th grade Christian school which is the only one on the entire 
120-mile archipelago of the Keys. Although nothing is concrete for me until I get down there (big leap 
of faith), it looks hopeful that I can play a role in the church leadership. I also plan on doing some 
pulpit supply and consulting for churches who desire to restructure, undergo internal reconciliation & 
healing, and navigate through transitions (how God has always used me, including Cornerstone). 
 
Another question you may have is: “When will this take place?”  Terri’s starting date is July 1st, so she 
will head down at the end of June. The Elder Team, Staff and I have agreed that I will remain in my 
current duties and help with the transition through the summer. Everything will be openly 
communicated to keep you in the loop on each step as it happens. 
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If your next question is: “Can we come visit?”, the answer is, “Not all at once!” Seriously, we would 
love it. We can only hope that we will be as warmly welcomed and encouraged by the folks down in 
Islamorada, FL as we have been by you guys up here in Perry County. [Matthew 25:35 & Romans 15:7] 
 
I’m sure the most important question for you is: “What about the future at Cornerstone?” Obviously, I 
don’t know what will happen, but I know what could happen. I know you all can grow in your faith-
walk with Jesus Christ. [2 Peter 3:18]  I know you can continue to reach and bless the surrounding 
community with the compassion and message of Jesus Christ. There’s no doubt in my mind and spirit 
that Cornerstone will move to levels of ministry that cannot be imagined yet. You’ll be on the ride of 
your life and through it, you can build deeper and stronger relationships with each other. [Ephesians 
3:20] 
 
There will come a new Lead Pastor and other associate pastors whom God is preparing right now 
(even without our knowledge) to join the existing staff. They will spur you on and keep you focused on 
the goal of being transformed into the image of God’s Son. [Romans 8:29]  I believe God will give you 
tremendous creativity and fresh new ideas that will bring more and more people into the process of 
becoming disciples. All of you as Partners can help populate heaven while also making an impact on 
earth as you actively wait for our Lord’s return. 
 
Don’t ever entertain the idea of giving up, because the potential for Cornerstone is way too promising. 
And when it gets too tough, that’s only because you’re allowing yourselves to believe it’s your power 
and not God’s. We all know that without Him, we can do nothing, but with Him, all things are 
possible. [John 15:5 & Matthew 19:26] 
 
So, now it’s time to work through these goodbyes as best we can, and keep in mind that we’re all going 
to be together ultimately for eternity, no matter what happens in the meantime. Terri, Joshua, and I will 
never forget you and will always be grateful to you for enriching our lives and for allowing us to be a 
part of yours. We love you sooooo much. 
 
Keep giving ‘em heaven! 
 
 
david@cccduncannon.com 


