
June 18, 2020 

Church in the Palms Family, 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Many of you have asked:  
“When can we come back to the church to worship God 

together?” 

In fact, 41% of the people who filled out the survey last week said they 
would definitely attend if we had a service. 25% said they weren’t sure 
if they would come, and 34% said they wouldn’t be coming.  

To those of you who can’t wait to get back, our leaders want you to 
know we hear you! We love and miss you, and we are longing for the 
same thing you are - an opportunity to worship the Lord together (in 
person) again! 

Our Leadership Team met again on Monday, June 15th, to discuss the 
possibility of resuming in-person worship services. Can I just say that 
you have a phenomenal group of leaders [Jessica Casillas, Alice 
Geissinger, Evan Imel, Lou Klaiber, Doug Magaw, Gail Rayside, and 
Theresa Todd]! These men and women are walking with God and 
working together through His Spirit to lead you to follow Jesus! 

What a blessing it is to make decisions as a team! Like the rest of our 
congregation, folks on our Leadership Team had different 
perspectives and thoughts on resuming in-person worship services. 
We prayed together, listened to each other, and then made a decision 
together:  

We will continue to offer online-only services through at 
least July 12th.  

Let me tell you a real story that I hope will help you understand how 
challenging these decisions are for our leaders. 

It’s one thing to see our state and county breaking records of new 
cases of the coronavirus this week. It’s an entirely different thing to 
hear that people you love have the virus. 
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On Sunday, two folks from our church family received positive test 
results for the coronavirus. If we would have been gathering together 
for in-person worship services, these precious friends would have 
attended the services (one of them didn’t even have any symptoms) 
alongside other precious friends from our church . . . including 
several from the vulnerable population who told us they would 
attend. 

As the leader of our congregation, I am so thankful that we did not 
create an opportunity for my dear friends who were carriers of this 
highly contagious virus to be in close proximity to my dear friends 
who are the most vulnerable to the devastating effects of that virus.  

When we do decide to offer in-person services again, we already have 
a robust plan in place to do everything we can to prevent the spread of 
the virus. As an example of how a church can effectively protect those 
who attend their services, I was so glad to hear that though someone 
with the virus had visited the church John and Lou Klaiber are 
attending in Tennessee, no one else who attended the service has 
reported testing positive for the virus.   

If you are one of those folks who is really longing to worship with 
other believers in person, our Leadership Team gives you our whole-
hearted blessing to find a church who is offering in-person services 
and worship with them during this season. This is a great time to 
experience the reality that there is only one body of Christ! 

We need your help! 
To implement our robust safety plan, we will need volunteers. If you 
plan on attending our in-person services when we begin to offer them 
again, and you are willing to help us keep everyone as safe as possible, 
please notify us immediately so we can add you to our volunteer 
safety team. 

Would you let us know how we can help you love God, love 
each other, and live the love over this next month?  

That’s a question I have for each of you. You can call me, text me, 
email me, send me a telegram - but please don’t ignore this question.  

Maybe you would you like to gather with a small group of folks in-
person for a Bible study? Perhaps there is a specific time of the week 
when you would like to connect with others on a video or phone call? 
Maybe you would love for someone to come to your house and pray 
with you (even if it’s through a window while you are both on the 
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phone)? Or perhaps you would just appreciate a call from one of our 
leaders? Or maybe you’re wondering how you can help others during 
this season. Or . . . You get the point. We want to hear from you about 
how we can connect you to God and to each other and to our 
community.  

I hope you’re watching! 
I’m still recording live videos (8@8) every weekday morning, and you 
can watch them any time throughout the day on Facebook or our 
church’s website. I am talking about and guiding you through how to 
respond to the events going on in the world and the stirrings going on 
in your heart.  

This Sunday we will be gathering together online to worship the 
Lord . . .  together. If you’ve fallen out of the habit of watching the 
service, would you join us this Sunday? I will be leading a powerful 
time of worship in song, including the powerful new song we are 
learning (Graves into Gardens), and our friend Adrian Marinelli will 
be continuing our series on the Book of Judges.  

I love you and pray God will draw you close to Himself today, fill you 
with his love to overflowing, and release His love, peace and life into 
the people around you.  

Peace. 

Shawn Allen 
Senior Pastor, Church in the Palms 
561-400-6900 
shawn@churchinthepalms.com 
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