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God also wants to have a relationship with us! 
God wants to be our friend! 

We might be small, but that doesn’t make us any less important to God. 
That’s the whole reason why God sent Jesus, so we can have a relationship with God. 
Jesus, God’s own son, came to earth to show exactly how much God loved everyone.

 There are so many things going on in the world every day, 
but our big God cares about it all and God cares for you and me. 
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1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.

1 On another day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and
Satan also came with them to present himself before him. 

2 And the Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the
Lord, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and forth on it.”

3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is
no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and
shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against
him to ruin him without any reason.”

4 “Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life. 

5 But now stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will
surely curse you to your face.”

6 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must
spare his life.”

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and afflicted Job with painful
sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. 

8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat
among the ashes.

9 His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and
die!”

10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from
God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.



1 Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set
your glory in the heavens.

2 Through the praise of children and infants you have established a
stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.

3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place,

4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you
care for them?

5 You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them
with glory and honor.

6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything
under their feet:

7 all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,

8 the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the
seas.

9 Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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No matter what’s happening to us and how we’re feeling about it, 
we can talk to God! 

We can be confident that God knows every feeling we may have.
 

We never have to hide our feelings from God, and we can trust that God will
never make fun of us or leave us because of the way we feel. 
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1 Then Job replied:

2 “Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy in spite of my groaning.

3 If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling!

4 I would state my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments.

5 I would find out what he would answer me, and consider what he would say to
me.

6 Would he vigorously oppose me? No, he would not press charges against me.

7 There the upright can establish their innocence before him, and there I would
be delivered forever from my judge.

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are—yet he did not sin. 

16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
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It might seem strange when grownups don’t supply a good enough reason — 
in our opinion, anyway — but the people who care about us give us instructions meant to

help us and protect us. 
 

God doesn’t tell us, “Because I said so,” but sometimes the things that God wants us to do
are pretty mysterious. But even when we don’t fully understand, we can trust and obey

because God sees the big picture, when we only see a tiny part! 
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1 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said:

2 “Who is this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge?

3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.

4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you
understand.

5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 
Who stretched a measuring line across it?

6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—

7 while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?

34 “Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with a flood of
water?

35 Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? Do they report to you, ‘Here we
are’?

36 Who gives the ibis wisdom or gives the rooster understanding?

37 Who has the wisdom to count the clouds? Who can tip over the water jars of
the heavens

38 when the dust becomes hard and the clods of earth stick together?

39 “Do you hunt the prey for the lioness and satisfy the hunger of the lions

40 when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait in a thicket?

41 Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to God and wander
about for lack of food?



4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are
healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did
not open his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation
protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people
he was punished.
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though
the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong
his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their
iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the
spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was
numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
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Even when we may not be able to see clearly what God is doing, 
our faith helps us continue to be sure that God is working to do some amazing 

things in our lives.
 

 Even if we are not blind like Bartimaeus was, 
but there are still times in our lives when we need God to help us 

see things more clearly. 
 

Who can we call out to when we need help? Jesus! 
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46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a
large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus 
(which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. 

47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 

50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”

52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” 
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
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The God who helps those in need in Psalm 146 is the same God who can help
you and me! No matter how big or small our problems are, God can help us!

 
But more than that, God helps us also help others so that we can be a big help

in small ways. 
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11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and
Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon him,
they set out from their homes and met together by agreement to go and
sympathize with him and comfort him. 

12 When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they
began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their
heads. 

13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No
one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was.



1 Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul.

2 I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I
live.
3 Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.

4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their
plans come to nothing.

5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
Lord their God.

6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—
he remains faithful forever.

7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets prisoners free,

8 the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed
down, the Lord loves the righteous.

9 The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the
widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

10 The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the
Lord.


