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2020 will certainly go down in the history books as one of the most challenging years 
across our globe! This Annual Report will be the most unique I have written - that is for 
sure! But no matter what year the Annual Report is written, Church in the Palms is still 
inspiring people to: 

Love God . . . Love Others . . . Live The Love 
And no matter what challenges we face as a church, as a county, or as a culture, we 
continue to envision a future in which our mission is in full swing: 

 . . . hundreds loving God,  
  loving others,  
   and living the love 

 . . . partnering with thousands  
  on God’s mission  
   to give our community life. 

Our Leadership Team and Operations Team guided our church through one of its 
greatest challenges in its 80-year history: COVID-19. As the virus began spreading in 
our country, our county, and the two zip codes our facility borders, our leaders have 
worked together to make science-based and faith-filled decisions. We have strived to 
provide a sanitized facility for the entirety of the pandemic, sought to find the wisest 
times and ways to gather people together, and embraced the new digital ways we can 
minister to people wherever they are. 
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inspiring people to Love God 
we worshipped God together 

We began live-streaming our worship services online for the first time in 2020. What 
was planned as a way to enhance the ability of our congregation to participate in our 
worship services turned out to be an absolute necessity! 

Due to the transmission of the coronavirus in our county, from March 15th to 
September 13th, all of our worship services were live-streamed only. 

Even though we resumed in-person worship services on September 20th, only a 
portion of our congregation has joined us in person. Rather, many are still attending 
our services online.  

This reality makes it challenging to report statistics for 2020. Prior to March 15th, we 
were influencing about 114 people in our in-person worship services on Sunday 
mornings. Since September 20th, we have influenced about 111 people, combining our 
in-person and online attendance. 
  
We continue to praise God that we can all be a part of diverse congregation that reflects 
our diverse community. We celebrate our multiple countries of origin, skin tones, 
socio-economic situations, and ages. 
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we received God’s Truth 

We finished 2019 by celebrating Jesus’ birth through a series called “God With Us.”  

Then, we kicked off 2020 with a series on our church’s mission and vision.  
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February was a month spent equipping all of our married couples to strengthen their 
marriage through a message series called “Better Love.” This series, inspired by the 
work of Drs. Les and Leslie Parrot, along with several of our 2020 series, leveraged 
powerful video resources provided through RightNow Media. 

One of the most powerful series from 2020 was “Not a Fan.” This series, based on Kyle 
Idleman’s books of the same name, challenged our congregation to move from being a 
fan of Jesus to a follower of Jesus. 
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After celebrating Easter, we moved into “Overflow,” a series on whole-life generosity. 
In a season of people struggling through the pandemic with job-loss and economic 
shortfalls, it was so helpful to hear that God’s word challenges us to be generous at all 
times, with our entire life. 

Then, we camped out in the book of Judges for 11 weeks. Guided by the great work JD 
Greear provided on the book, we explored some of the wildest stories in the Scriptures. 
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Every parent in our congregation received practical guidance on how to raise their kids 
through our “Parental Guidance Required” series. Some parents also participated in a 
LifeGroup to provide a place to talk through the wisdom shared in this message series. 
 

Pastor Shawn spent months discerning the single truth that our congregation needed to 
hear at the intersection of God’s Word and 2020’s divisive headlines. “Christ for Us for 
Them” challenged our congregation to remember and live that God is not only for us 
(the church), but for them (those outside the church). Therefore, “us for them”: the 
church, like God, should be “for” those not yet a part of the church.  
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Our last series before Advent was shared in conjunction with many churches across 
South Florida: “Undivided.” This series emphasized how the church is called to unite 
around Jesus, even in an extremely divided culture. 

One of the ways we responded to the challenges of the transmission of the virus was to 
offer outdoor worship services. This enabled people who weren’t comfortable coming 
inside the building to still worship with their church family. And of course our 
neighbors were able to hear the worship and preaching! 

we heard God’s Word through many voices 

Once again, our church was so blessed to hear God’s voice shared through many human 
voices. This year, our teaching team consisted of 8 people. 

Sara Allen, Shawn Allen, Jerry Barrantes, Israel Casillas, Dale Eby, Evan Imel, 
Adrian Marinelli, and a special guest for Student Sunday - Caleb Barrantes. 

We are looking forward to hearing from one more speaker before the year is out - a 
retired pastor who is now an active member of our congregation. 

we spread God’s messages in new ways 

During the months when we were not able to physically gather together, I shared a live 
8@8 devotional each weekday morning via Facebook, and pushed the devotional out 
through other digital mediums. Featuring a musical selection and verbal 
encouragement, I offered these devotionals as a way to connect with people as they 
were struggling through the stress of the coronavirus and social unrest. 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inspiring people to Love Others 
we continued the Church of God movement 

Church in the Palms is proud to be a part of our Church of God (based in Anderson, 
Indiana) movement. Our movement influenced us in many ways, including providing 
key resources for the church as we journeyed through this challenging year. We are 
looking forward to participating in the movement’s Christ’s Birthday Observance at the 
end of 2020, including the collection of an offering for global mission. 

On a state level, we supported the Florida Church of God Ministries, and enjoyed 
fellowshipping with our state leader and other local pastors. 
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we were led to love God and others 

Our church is led by two teams of leaders. Our Leadership Team leads the spiritual life 
of our congregation. Then, the human resources, facility, and financial resources are all 
stewarded by our Operations Team. 

We praise God for the men and women who asked us to follow them as they followed 
Christ in 2020: 

 Leadership Team 
  Shawn Allen    Jessica Casillas 
  Alice Geissinger (resigned in June) 
  Evan Imel     Lou Klaiber 
  Doug Magaw    Gail Rayside    
  Theresa Todd 

 Operations Team 
  Shawn Allen    Vinny Falconieri 
  Natalie Harper    Megan Kolhagan 
  Becky Magaw    Kathryn Remini 

At our Annual Meeting, our voting members will have the privilege of confirming both 
returning and new members of the Leadership Team and Operations Team. The 
proposed leaders for 2021: 
  
 Leadership Team 2021 
  Shawn Allen    Penny Barrett (if confirmed) 
  Carol Burtt (if confirmed)  Evan Imel      
  Doug Magaw    Theresa Todd 
   
 Operations Team 2021 
  Shawn Allen    Susan Eby (if confirmed) 
  Natalie Harper    Megan Kolhagan 
  Becky Magaw    Kathryn Remini (if confirmed) 
   
Anna Daniels will serve the first year of her second term as the Secretary of the 
Corporation in 2021 (if confirmed), and Jeff Kolhagan will serve the second year of his 
2-year term as the Treasurer of the Corporation in 2021.  
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we were led by a great staff 

Evan Imel continued to serve as our Associate Pastor in 2020. Among other things, 
Evan served on our teaching team, helped shepherd our adults, led our Limitless 
Student Ministry and Sonshine Island Children’s Ministry, and guided us through our 
technological transition to online ministry. 

Church in the Palms employed the services of a graphic contractor, Alyssa Smith, who 
has kept our graphic arts beautiful. 

We continue to be blessed by Linda Barnaby, our Property Manager, Luz Benitez, our 
Custodian, and Dale Eby, our Financial Manager. These are truly servant leaders, 
embodying a heart for the Lord, and a love for people as they go above and beyond the 
call of duty for our church. 

We are so glad to have welcomed a new maintenance worker, Jerry Zuffuto, who has 
done a fabulous job keeping our building functional. 

Adrian Marinelli continued his Apprenticeship with me through Palm Beach Atlantic 
University, serving on our Teaching Team, as well as serving in multiple other roles in 
our ministry. 

we extended drive-up blessings 

Another way we reached out to people in the midst of the pandemic was through Drive-
Up Blessings. These events included a great opportunity to connect with people, pray 
with them, and then give them physical blessings. These physical blessings included 
fresh fruits and vegetables, devotional books and CDs, Church in the Palms T-shirts, 
Operation Christmas Child boxes to pack, “movie in a bag” for families, and good old 
fashioned desserts and candy! 

we gave to support the work of our church 

Missing so many in-person Sundays has undoubtedly affected our giving, and is one 
reason why we have given less that we anticipated for the year. However, we have 
wisely been conservative in our spending throughout the year. 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we inspired our young people  
to Love God, Love Others, and Live the Love 

Our Sonshine Island ministry has show great flexibility through the year. They began 
the year by learning about Jesus’ early life and ministry through the “Not Normal” 
series. As the ministry morphed into an online ministry, they journeyed through a 
series on Easter called “Clue.” The children solved puzzles to unlock the mystery of 
Easter and the Cross. In June they studied the Creation Story online together through a 
series called “In the Beginning.” As the year draws to a close, they are currently 
learning about the Prophets of the Old Testament in our series “Breaking News.”  

Pastor Evan has provided online lessons for the children throughout the prolonged 
season of not being able to offer in-person ministry, using volunteers from our student 
and adult ministry to help communicate the lessons. The church has also handed out 
bags of goodies to every family of young children in the church - bags filled wth candy, 
crafts, coloring books and devotionals. We also gave out “movie nights in a bag” to any 
families who came to one of our drive-up blessing events. Children of all ages began 
attending in-person services once again in October.  

Page �  of �12 16



Our Limitless Student Ministry has also shown the ability to flex throughout the year. 
They held a carwash in February to fundraise for our Rock the Universe Trip. That was 
followed by a fun and successful Shareholders Dinner. Seven students attended Rock 
The Universe, a 3 day concert event at universal Studios in February. Immediately after 
the Covid lockdown we began meeting online over Zoom every week, continuing our 
lessons and making sure to stay in fellowship together throughout the quarantine. In 
June we began meeting in-person every other week in the back field of our church 
campus, and meeting on Zoom on the alternating weeks.  

We are grateful for the members of our church family who support the Student 
Ministry through our YouthShares program. 
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inspiring people to Live the Love 
we shared Jesus’ love through gifts 

On Saturdays we hosted CROS ministries as they distributed food to our community 
through a mobile food pantry. Members of our church family also volunteered for this 
critical ministry. 

We regularly welcome guests from the community who stop by the church or call the 
church, discerning the best ways to assist them with their needs.  

Even though we lived through a Pandemic this year, we found creative ways to 
demonstrate God’s love. Through our partnership with Community Life, and through 
the reception of two large gifts from Florida Power and Networking to Help Children, 
we were able to participate in two great opportunities to bless our community. First, we 
packed 200 bags for people in need. Each bag was filled with several items, including 
hand sanitizer, a face mask, a gift card to Aldi, and an invitation to watch a video about 
Community Life. Later, we packed a beautiful gift box for essential workers. The boxes 
were filled with items to help them relax, and we gave each essential worker an extra 
box so they could bless another essential worker. 

This year we once again collected shoeboxes for children all around the world through 
Operation Christmas Child. 
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we continued our partnership with the City of Greenacres 

We are thankful that we have a great relationship with our city, the city of Greenacres. 
Whether it’s working together on projects, publicizing each other’s events, or sharing 
resources with each other, we are partners. 

we continue to provide a home for churches and ministries 

Our facility is used by so many people throughout the week. Churches, ministries, a 
Christian preschool, and even a nutrition program filled our facility this year. 

Sadly, the pandemic impacted several of the groups who were using our facility so 
significantly that they are no longer using the facility. 

we supported our Pastor as he learned 

As I near the end of my PhD studies, I so appreciate the church’s support. I hope to be 
finished writing and defending my dissertation in the early months of 2021. 
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Concluding Message from Pastor Shawn 

Our church marches forward on three tracks: physical, digital, and “phygital (ministries 
that are both physical and digital). We don’t look for things to go back to the way they 
used to be. Instead, we look forward, open to how God is calling us to complete our 
mission in a new era, with new methods. No matter the era or methods, let us be 
reminded of our task and calling: 

1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 

another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when 

you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who 
is over all and through all and in all. 

 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown 
here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people 

in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 

Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

-Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-16- 
 

Shawn Allen 
Senior Pastor, Church in the Palms
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