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Introduction
I am so grateful for what God has done in and 
through our family of faith this year! We set out to 
join God in several key initiatives that would make 
an eternal difference in the lives of people and 
build God’s Kingdom. This past year, we launched 
the Chapel Service and it is now providing people the opportunity to hear 
the same message, but in an atmosphere completely different than the 
Worship Center. For those who prefer a more intimate setting, the Chapel 
has become a wonderful way to bring glory to God. We launched the 
Counseling Center and are seeing lives, marriages, and families transformed 
every week. Inside the church, we have created a system to disciple and 
develop leaders in what we call “The Pipeline.” More than 700 Hopers are 
now serving God and being shepherded to grow in their personal faith. We 
also launched “Family Discipleship.” This is not a program. This is a way of 
life taught to us in Deuteronomy 6 and is a way of life that is helping our 
families grow spiritually and pass the faith down to the Next Generation. 

As we prepare to look forward, we will begin to give greater attention to 
what it means to be a family of disciples making disciples. Our goal is still 
to reach 1% of Bowling Green and get everyone we reach on the Disciple’s 
Pathway. On the Disciple’s Pathway, we worship to be worshippers, we 
connect to be family, we serve to be servants, we equip to be learners, and 
we multiply to be missionaries. Jesus died to make us His disciples who 
make disciples. This year we are going to give attention to living hopeful 
and being helpful by helping more people “on ramp” onto the Disciple’s 
Pathway. Through our efforts, we can join God in seeing hundreds of 
individuals and families gather with us for worship and connect in our family 
of faith and be transformed by the Gospel. 

It is through the faithful giving and service of the faith family of Living Hope 
that enables the church to fulfill God’s purpose for us. Please be in prayer for 
the church, give financially, and faithfully connect in the life of this family in 
order to make the most of your life for the glory of God!
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Each Sunday, our church gathers to worship our God 
through singing, hearing the word of God, and responding 
to Him as He speaks to us. We leave our gathering ready 
to go out to be Jesus’ ambassadors to our world. The 
Bible both models and instructs the gathering of God’s 

children. That is why Worship is the first stop on the disciple’s pathway after 
one comes to saving faith in Jesus.  

In late 2014, God placed in the hearts and minds of church leaders the idea 
to utilize additional space, the Chapel, for our church to gather. The Chapel 
service was started to provide an opportunity for Living Hopers to invite 
guests to join them in a room that is small and intimate. As Living Hope 
strives to reach the 1% through reaching and making disciples, we believe 
that the Chapel service will be a great tool for our church family. 

Whether you normally gather with the church family and guests in the 
Worship Center or with others in the Chapel, it is our privilege to invite 
guests to join us. So let’s make it our aim to invite, invite, invite! We will 
warmly welcome them while assisting them to find their way in our facility. 
Also, as you make disciples, invite those you are discipling to gather with the 
church family as part of their weekly schedule. 

In 2017, we will continue 
to seek additional spaces 
or additional services in 
current spaces to provide 
for our church to reach 
and gather with the 1% to 
worship our Living God. 

worship
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When someone steps into one of our Connect 
environments on the Disciple’s Pathway, they are engaging 
in the sort of gospel-based relationships that help disciples 
at all life stages to grow like Jesus. These groups are the 
place for any person to be known and loved, cared for and 

encouraged, equipped and sent. Through the study of the Scriptures, soul-
care, gospel encouragement and accountability, sharing life and mission 
together, we connect with Jesus, one another, and the world of people that 
need Jesus.

In 2016, we completed eight 
seven-week adult Connect 
Group Shepherd training 
sessions. Those sessions 
resulted in 50 shepherds, 
equating to 26 groups, being 
trained and ready to guide 
Connect Groups. This is more than twice the number who were trained in 
2015. We have launched or re-launched two dozen groups that are focused 
on helping members connect and grow spiritually, while serving life needs 
and reaching far-from-God friends in their area of our community.

Our preschoolers, children in grades K-4, and the 5th and 6th graders in our 
Bridge Ministry connect on Sunday mornings around tables of 8-10 kids with 
a shepherd committed to help them learn the Bible, love, laugh, and pray 
together.

Middle and high school students gather in Connect Groups in homes across 
our community on Sunday evenings. New hosts and leaders have emerged 
in both groups, and more students are regularly engaging with them.

In each of these next generation Connect environments, we have seen an 
increase in attendance from 2015.

In all our Connect environments, we are following Jesus’s design: gospel-
shaped life transformation develops as disciples pursue living hope – 
together.

50
We trained 50 
shepherds in 2016, 
more than twice the 
number who were 
trained in 2015.
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We all want our lives to count for something that is bigger 
than we are. One of the best ways to do that is by getting 
involved with one of our Volunteer teams. You might 
think you have nothing to contribute, but the truth of 
the matter is that God gives each of us gifts and abilities 
(1 Corinthians 12), and He intends for each of us to use 

those gifts for His glory and the building up of His bride, the church. Think 
about it – He doesn’t need us to do His 
work, but He chooses to use us. Serving 
is something we “get to do,” not under 
compulsion, but as a privilege given to us 
by God. Why does He do that? Because 
when we serve, we become more like 
Jesus. 
 
This year we continued to see many people step in to new service roles here 
at Living Hope. Our congregation is also stepping up and serving outside 
the walls of our church in programs like Room at the Inn, which serves the 
homeless population in Bowling Green, and Hope House, a local ministry 
that is working to “alleviate physical and spiritual poverty through gospel 
restoration.”
 
As we look toward 2017 and continue in our mission to reach 1% of Bowling 
Green, we need many more people to step up and help us accomplish that 
mission. If you are not currently on a volunteer team, would you take that 
step of obedience today? Whether you are an introvert or an extrovert, 
young or old, new to church or you’ve been here since birth, we have 

opportunities in every area of ministry, 
so there is absolutely a place for you. 
 
Start today by going to http://
livehopeful.com/what-we-do/serve 
and filling out a short questionnaire. 
A member of our staff will contact you 
and help you find a place to serve 
that matches your gifts and abilities. 

“for even the Son of 

man came not to be 

served but to serve...”

- Mark 10:45 -
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Disciples are called to weave the promises and hope of 
the gospel of Jesus into every thought, every moment, 
every relationship ... everything. That won’t happen 
automatically; it is an intentional way to live that requires 
preparation.  

That’s why the life rhythm described by Living Hope’s Disciple’s pathway 
includes “Equip.” Our Equip ministries are designed to prepare disciples to 
live out the gospel with deep faithfulness, fruitfulness, power – and joy!

What does that look like? Each Sunday morning, 
our Next Gen discipleship ministries provide 
Equip environments that train about 500 young 
people from preschool through high school. A 
coordinated Bible-teaching curriculum lays firm 
faith foundations, and over time develops the sort 
of Biblical understanding that helps young people 
love Jesus and live faithfully in a challenging culture 
for a lifetime. At the same time, Sunday morning 
Adult Bible Fellowships equip another 400 Hopers 
through strong Bible teaching and friendships.

Equip Academy re-launched this year with a more expansive curriculum and 
for the first time, Sunday morning sessions. These short-term courses are 
more intensive explorations of the core Biblical knowledge and practical 
training that all disciples need. In 2016, about 350 Hopers participated in 
courses on theology, marriage, Bible reading, and study, dealing with life 
hurts, disciple-making, and more.  

In addition to these ongoing ministries, various aspects of our Spiritual 
Formation ministries provided resources and sponsored retreats, 
conferences, the Family Discipleship initiative and training, and more.  

In 2017, we look forward to equipping more Hopers to know, become, and 
do the gospel of Jesus, for the good of our own souls, for the love of others, 
and for the glory of Jesus!

500
young people from 
preschool through 

high school are 
trained in Equip 
environments.
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Hope Center for Biblical Counseling
God has continued to bless the Hope Center for Biblical 

Counseling since our launch into the community in February 2016. We have 
doubled our counseling hours from over 700 in 2015 to now over 1,450 
in 2016.  Our ministry is to “speak biblical truth in love” as we help others 
navigate life’s hard, and sometimes painful and confusing, circumstances, 
pointing all to Christ and His perfect and pleasing will. The Hope Center 
provides Marital and Premarital Counseling, Adolescent and Family 
Counseling, Grief Share, Divorce Care, various Addictions and Abuse 
Counseling.
  
global impact
2016 has been an exciting year filled with change. Regardless, our mission 
remains the same: to see disciples of Jesus made locally, nationally, and 
globally. This year the Global impact ministry enabled over 180 members to 
go on mission – 68 of whom for the first time – somewhere in North America 
and across the globe. We are thankful to God for the growth in this ministry!  

We continue to support efforts in church planting and strengthening in 
Fargo, North Dakota, as well as Scotland. Likewise, we continue to support 
international congregations here in Bowling  Green. Our facility remains 
open locally for use by six international congregations each week. That 
means the Gospel is being preached and praise lifted up in seven languages 
right here at 1805 Westen!

Looking forward to 2017, we have over 20 opportunities for our members 
to go to the nations to spread the Gospel and encourage the believers. 
We will continue working with our strategic partners in East Asia and West 
Africa, while also providing missions opportunities to several other locations. 
We have also streamlined our budget to include the empowerment of five 
Church Planters/Catalysts in Southern Europe who are doing remarkable 
work among the various refugee people groups flooding into Europe from 
the Middle East and Africa.
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2017 Living Hope Budget
Impact Ministries

Global Impact

SBC Cooperative  $ 150,000 

Local International Ministry  $ 21,500 

National Missions  (Annie Armstrong)  $ 87,500 

International Missions (Lottie Moon)  $ 306,860 

Missions Strategy Center  $ 58,500 

Global Impact Total  $ 624,360

Local Impact

Hope Center for Biblical Counseling Total  $ 152,860 
Pregnancy Care Total  $ 143,602 
Recreation Center Total  $ 18,050
Local Campus Total  $ 75,500
Local Impact Other

Living Hope Internship Program  $ 12,000 

Hope House  $ 91,000 

Warren Assoc.  $ 20,000 

Benevolence  $ 20,000 

Living Hope Ministries Local Outreach  $ 15,000 

Local Missionaries Support  $ 30,000 

Local Impact Other Total  $ 188,000

Local Impact Total  $ 578,012

TOTAL IMPACT MINISTRY  $1,202,372
 24.3%
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ministry

Sr. Pastor

Convention & Training  $ 2,000 

Book Allowance  $ 900 

Hospitality  $ 1,000 

Ministerial Staff Retreat  $ 3,000 

Elder Training  $ 2,000 

Total  $ 8,900
Global Impact Pastor

Convention & Training  $ 1,200 

Book Allowance  $ 400 

Hospitality  $ 300 

Total  $ 1,900
Spiritual Formation

Convention & Training  $ 2,000 

Book Allowance  $ 600 

Hospitality  $ 650 

Library  $ 1,250 

ABF Classes  $ 2,500 

Equip General  $ 1,500 

Equip Academy/Forums  $ 2,500 

Team Development  $ 3,000 

Next Generation Discipleship Teams  $ 2,000 

Women's Ministry  $ 7,500 

Total  $ 23,500
Groups

Convention & Training  $ 1,500 

Book Allowance  $ 300 

Hospitality  $ 600 
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Connect Groups  $ 10,000 

Membership  $ 3,750 

Total  $ 16,150
Young Adult

YA Ministry Supplies $ 800

YA Leadership Training + Supplies $ 600

YA Fellowship /retreats $ 4000

Convention & Training $ 1200

Book Allowance $ 400

Hospitality $ 800

Total $ 7,800
High School

Convention & Training  $ 2,000 

Book Allowance  $ 500 

Hospitality  $ 900 

Promotion  $ 1,000 

HSM Worship  $ 1,000 

Connect groups  $ 1,000 

HS Fellowship  $ 5,000 

Dnow  $ 1,500 

Status  $ 2,000 

Retreat  $ 4,000 

HS EQUIP CLASSES  $ 3,000 

Student Ministry Teams  $ 600 

Volunteer Training etc.  $ 1,500 

HSM Parent Ministry  $ 3,000 

Camp  $ 8,000 

Total  $ 35,000
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Middle School

Convention & Training  $ 1,500 

Book Allowance  $ 400 

Hospitality  $ 500 

Student Discipleship  $ 1,000 

Student Ministry Teams  $ 200 

Volunteer Training/Recruitment  $ 500 

Promotion  $ 500 

Connect Groups  $ 600 

Class Fellowships  $ 1,500 

Worship/Status  $ 350 

Summer Camp  $ 12,000 

Supplies  $ 1,300 

Retreats/DNOW  $ 5,000 

Family Discipleship resource  $ 500 

Total  $ 25,850
Elementary

Convention & Training  $ 1,200 

Book Allowance  $ 200 

Hospitality  $ 500 

General Educational Supplies  $ 2,500 

Outreach (Camp)/Special Events  $ 13,200 

Family Discipleship Resource  $ 5,400 

Curriculum & Programming  $ 11,000 

Spiritual Development  $ 6,400 

Total  $ 40,400
Preschool

Convention & Training  $ 1,200 

Book Allowance  $ 150 

Hospitality  $ 200 
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General Educational Supplies  $ 2,000 

Outreach & Special Events  $ 4,000 

Family Discipleship Resource  $ 2,500 

Curriculum & Programming  $ 2,500 

Spiritual Development  $ 3,000 

Total  $ 15,550
Worship

Convention & Training  $ 4,500 

Hospitality  $ 500 

Music/Literature  $ 2,000 

Equipment Maintenance/Purchase  $ 5,500 

Special Services/Guests  $ 3,500 

Holiday Kickoff Event  $ 6,300 

Festivals/Fellowships/Retreats  $ 2,100 

Worship Service Resources  $ 9,000 

Total  $ 33,400
Connections

Welcome Team  $ 6,600 

Safety/Security  $ 31,200 

Convention & Training  $ 1,000 

Book Allowance  $ 100 

Hospitality  $ 600 

Guest Follow Up  $ 5,500 

Total  $ 45,000
Shepherd Ministries

Orphan Care  $ 2,750 

Convention & Training  $ 1,500 

Book Allowance  $ 300 
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Hospitality  $ 750 

Marriage Enrichment  $ 7,500 

Flowers  $ 2,500 

Deacons Ministry  $ 6,000 

Response & Bereavement  $ 1,000 

Monthly Meetings  $ 7,500 

Leaders Training  $ 3,500 

Trips & Activities  $ 7,500 

Total  $ 40,800
Media

Convention & Training  $ 1,000 

Hospitality  $ 500 

Video  $ 6,500 

Audio  $ 1,500 

Lighting  $ 2,000 

Technical Resources/Contract Work  $ 6,000 

Technical Training/Appreciation  $ 3,000 

Total  $ 20,500
TOTAL MINISTRIES  $ 314,750

Personnel

Minister Compensation $ 921,726

Support Staff $ 865,738

Custodial Staff $ 213,954

Health Insurance, Etc. $ 367,963

Total  $ 2,369,381
Building, Ground, Equipment

Facility Usage  $ (40,000)

Custodian Supplies  $ 26,000 

Bldg. Maintenance/Repair  $ 90,000 
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Equipment Maintenance/Repair  $ 1,000 

Vehicle Maintenance/Repair/Insurance  $ 2,200 

Grounds Maintenance  $ 30,000 

Paint & Supplies  $ 2,500 

Total   $ 111,700
Other

Web Ministry  $ 6,000 

Advertising  $ 15,000 

Churchwide Childcare  $ 11,000 

Computer Equipment/Support  $ 23,700 

Churchwide Activities  $ 12,500 

Support Staff Training  $ 10,000 

IT Staff Training  $ 1,650 

Staff FICA  $ 87,000 

Postage  $ 9,000 

Office Supplies  $ 7,500 

Publications & Correspondence  $ 9,000 

Copier Equipment/Support  $ 40,000 

Office Equipment  $ 750 

Church Supplies  $ 7,500 

Kitchen Supplies  $ 4,000 

Coffee & Coke  $ 5,000 

Key Man Insurance  $ 2,430 

Processing Fees  $ 19,500 

Dues/Licenses  $ 2,500 

Bank Charges  $ 800 

Professional Accounting Fees  $ 8,700 

Miscellaneous  $ 5,000 

Love Gifts (Staff Recognition & Awards)  $ 7,000 
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Building & Liability Insurance  $ 35,000 

Workers Compensation  $ 10,000 

Furniture/Fixtures  $ 3,500 

Utilities  $ 212,000 

Comm/Administrative Hospitality  $ 500 

Seminary Tuition Funding  $ 6,000 

On Site Storage  $ 900 

Debt Retirement  $ 215,000

Capital Expenditures  $ 172,500

Total Other  $950,930
Total Operating  $1,062,630
Total Plan for 2017  $4,949,133
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