GLOBAL IMPACT CELEBRATION
IN REVIEW

FEBRUARY 8—12th
Our 10th anniversary GIC might have been our
best! Josh Davis, Morgan Bruce and the GIC committee led us in celebrating the amazing work that
God is doing around the world. Here are some highlights.

The opening service Wednesday night was a wonderful combination of moving music and great
preaching. Check out the service on our website. Especially watch the closing with “This Little
Light of Mine!”
Friday and Saturday were highlighted by the tremendous response of volunteers to the Stop Hunger Now food packing event. We packed 125,000
on Friday and 160,120 on Saturday, reaching our
goal of 285,120 meal packets by 3:45 PM on Saturday! The amount we packed will feed 1,710,720
people!!

There is still plenty of time to fill out your Life Commitment
Cards. Feel free to contact Morgan at morgan@fumct.org or
Josh at jcd1177@charter.net if you are interested in any of our
local, national and global ministries. We’d love to help you better
God’s kingdom by getting involved!

Wednesday’s blood drive collected 35 pints of
blood exceeding our goal of 25. The American Red
Cross was elated by the response of the congregation. Thank you donors!
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Upcoming Mission Trips
CHILE: May 19—28, 2017
Work on expanding and remodeling a church parsonage in Talca, Chile. Contact Darrell Johnson at dwjohnson96@gmail.com
if you are interested in going on this trip.

HONDURAS: June 2017
This mission team is currently full. Contact Jim and Annette Mills
at jmillsendo@bellsouth.net for future trips!
(20 people max) www.thehandsofchrist.org

COSTA RICA: May 2018
Work with our missionary Fred Curry and his ministry Rice and
Beans ministry. Contact Morgan at morgan@fumct.org if you are
interested in going on this trip. www.riceandbeansministries.com

KENYA: June 2018
Work with our missionary Cheri Thompson at the Challenge
Farm orphanage in Kitale, Kenya. This is a family-friendly trip!
Contact Josh Davis at jcd1177@charter.net or 345-7261 ext.
102 for more information. www.challengefarm.org
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SCHOOL VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
By Jan Kizziah
Do you have an interest in making a difference in our community? If so, become a school tutor, helper, mentor, and friend to
students and teachers at Central and MLK Elementary
Schools. Help to be one that strives to bring the community
together as an example of Christ in the world.
Expressions such as “tender-hearted” or “softy” would never
have been terms former colleagues would have used to express my personality during my career in the coal-mining industry. Volunteering with students at MLK for two years has
touched my heart in a profound way. How very humbling to
know that my small investment of time makes a difference in
the lives of young people who simply need someone to listen
to them and to lend a helping hand.
One young man last year experienced lots of behavior problems during the beginning of the school year and appeared
completely disinterested in doing schoolwork. He became one
of the students I spent time tutoring one-on-one, encouraging
him to do his best. His schoolwork and attitude toward learning
shifted as the year progressed. Behavior issues became a rarity. At the end of the year, he said to me in a letter, “…I want
you to know you play a big part in my life.” Whenever I see this
young man this, he always talks to me and lets me know how
well he is doing in school. When I talk about the impact on
these children, that an act so simple as listening to them has
on their lives, tears come to my eyes. Yes, these kids have
made a “softy” out of me – and I am forever grateful.
Your heart will be rewarded as much as those you are trying to
help. You can spend as much or as little time as you have to
spend. Try it for a semester or for a school year. It would be
unusual for it not to be a lasting, heart-felt experience. This
mission project rewards everyone involved.
Please contact Jan Kizziah at jekizziah@gmail.com for more
information.

We are excited to introduce you to our future Habitat home-owner,
Yvonne Swanson. Yvonne was born in Tuscaloosa, and raised
in Tuscaloosa and Newark, NJ. She has lived in Cheyenne, WY,
Great Britain, and Louisiana in the course of her 30+ years working
for the federal government. When she retired and moved back to
Tuscaloosa in 2013, she rented a house on Juanita Drive, and is so
excited that her new Habitat house will also be on Juanita Drive. Her
sister, Odessa, lives on Juanita Drive next door to the Habitat home
the United Methodist Churches built in 2016. Yvonne loves to sew
and do crafts, and works part time at Joanne’s Fabrics. Bethel Baptist is her church home. She has three grown children (two daughters and a son), and four granddaughters.
Mark your calendars! Construction will
start after Easter. Please contact Morgan
Bruce if you are interested in volunteering
for this project: morgan@fumct.org or 345
-7261 ext. 107.

Habitat for Humanity Executive Director,
Ellen Potts, with our future home owner,
Yvonne Swanson.

