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COMING TO WORSHIP NEAR YOU

First United Methodist Church Tuscaloosa
NE W SUMMER SCHEDULE

Beginning Memorial Weekend, Sunday May 27th, we will be changing our Sunday morning
schedule to the following:

9:15 a.m. Sunday school
10:30 a.m. Worship in both the Bridge & Traditions
Our goal is to offer a quality experience in Sunday school and worship during the normally slower
months. In addition to our normal Sunday offerings, the pastors will be leading a four week short
course (June 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th) at 9:15 a.m. called “The Accounting” based upon 1 Peter
3:15. “Always be prepared to give an account of the hope within you.”
A second short-term option will be available in July (8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th). As a part of our
Bicentennial we will look at the 200 years of race relations. Race relations have played a major role
in our culture and church. For the first 45 minutes, a historian from the University of Alabama will present the
larger picture about race over a 50 year period. After that, our pastors will respond by discussing our church’s
response to what was happening in our culture during those 50 years. Everyone is invited.

AT THE BOX OFFICE
JULY 8-AUGUST 5

R E V. J E S S E T O S T E N , A S S O C I AT E PA S T O R

With over 6,000 movie theaters in the United States and worldwide box office receipts totaling
more than $30 billion annually, movies are a cultural force in our society. Have you ever wondered what God thinks about the movies? Can his truth be found at the theater?
Join us in the Bridge starting Sunday, July 8th as we set aside five Sundays this summer to look at
five different movies through the lens of Scripture. We’ll explore what these films have to say about
God. We’ll talk about the power of love, the gray areas of life, the desire to find truth, cultural shifts,
our potential to be both hero and villain, and the drive to survive and more. We’ll align these subjects with Scripture
and identity where the beliefs and values of our society intersect with and deviate from God’s truth.
There may even be some Coke and popcorn. See you at the box office!

Morning worship will take place in the Bridge and Traditions each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We will combine the
9:00 and 11:00 congregations into the one service. SOOMACK will continue to be offered for our 4th and 5th
graders. A modified version of WOW called “First Kids in the Son” will be offered for children. Each week, a
volunteer will lead the children out of the 10:30 service as usual, but they will go to the playground for a children’s
minute, story time, and playtime.
This summer schedule will be offered on a trial basis. We will evaluate the pros and cons in the fall and decide if
this is a concept worth trying again. Every change creates some “discomfort”. Our hope is that by worshipping
together we will create energy and excitement and that by giving a full hour to Sunday school, more time for
fellowship will develop. All in all, we hope to create high quality experiences of worship and study.
Mark your calendars now! May 27th-July 29th, Sunday school will begin at 9:15 a.m. and worship will
begin at 10:30 a.m.
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How can you help?

Celebrate
200!

• Provide a truck with a 5th wheel
hitch in the truck bed to pull the
trailer
• Provide a 20-30 foot trailer for
the parade float
• Help construct the float’s display
• Help “pomp” the decorative
panels
• Walk in the parade with the float
• Dress up to represent important
people in the life of this church
• Greet visitors and members
• Help with activities/games
during the event

NEW MEMBERS
• Cynthia and

Ed Lowery

It’s a

• Betty

Owensby

part y

• Lindsey and Luke

Pate, Children baptized: Lucas McCord
Pate (McCord), Covert
Kenneth Pate (Covert),
James Reed Pate
(Reed)

OCTOBER 14, 2018
FROM 9:45 TO 11:00 A.M.
CHURCH ACTIVITY CENTER

UA’s Homecoming weekend, October 13 and 14 will be even more
festive for us this year. Plan to join us on Saturday for the parade and
on Sunday for our big birthday celebration.

On Sunday, October 14th, we will bring back our former pastors for each morning service. From 9:45 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. members are invited to a big birthday party in the Church Activity Center (CAC). We will sing
Happy Birthday and enjoy cake and birthday party fun. The first 500 in attendance will receive a special party
favor. You will be able to browse the timeline of the church’s history and connect with members who attend
other service times and different Sunday school classes and visit with six former pastors. The contents of a time
capsule will be on display too. This will be our gift to the congregation of 2118.
We want you to be a part of this great party. If you have house guests for Homecoming, invite them to come
with you (or feed them an early breakfast and send them on their way!) Invite former members and friends of this
church. We want this to be the best Homecoming in 200 years!
As we continue to celebrate our 200 year birthday,
you may want to join in the fun by sporting a
Bicentennial t-shirt. We have sizes from small for
children to 3X for adults. They are $10. Delivery time
is usually two weeks. The shirts are 100% cotton,
the Comfort Colors brand. Sign up for your size(s)
and pay on line at www.fumct.org.

BIRTHS
• Congratulations to Abby and

Ross Crafton on the birth of their
son Grayson Michael Crafton on
March 1, 2018. Congratulations
also to big brother James Crafton.
• Congratulations to Summerann

and Hunter Miller on the birth of
their son Seaborn Gene Miller on
March 13, 2018.

weekend!

On Saturday, October 13th, we will have a float in the parade. The
theme will be Joined by Traditions of Faith and Learning. Our church
leaders have also been UA leaders and we will honor the connection by representing some of them like Dr.
Minnie Miles, a national leader in the fight for women’s rights and the first woman professor in the College of
Business Administration at UA. Of course, Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant, coach of the Crimson Tide football team
for 25 years who at his retirement was the most winning coach in football, having six national championships, will
be represented too.

Bicentennial T-Shirts
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CONGREGATIONAL INFORMATION

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

DEATHS | SYMPATHIES

• In thanksgiving for her life Charlotte "Bobbie" Golson of Tuscaloosa, Alabama who died on April 20, 2018.

Sympathy to her daughter Janet Zeanah.
• In thanksgiving of her life Barbara Davis Odle of Tuscaloosa, Alabama who died on May 1, 2018. Sympathy to her husband Charles Odle. Sympathy to her daughter Cortney (Josh) Davis on the death of her
mother. Sympathy to grandchildren Sela and Deacon Davis. Sympathy to Buena and Willie Davis on the
death of their daughter.
• Sympathy to Joe (Katherine Ann) Bedingfield on the death of his brother, James Bedingfield of Raleigh, North
Carolina on January 13, 2018.
• Sympathy to Mack (Carolyn) Long on the death of his cousin Latham Long of Silas, Alabama on May 5, 2018.
• Sympathy to Tony (Kelly) Avery on the death of his mother Ruth Avery of Slocomb, Alabama on April 29, 2018.
Sympathy also to granddaughters Gracie and Sarah Avery.
• Sympathy to Sara York on the death of her sister Doris Webb of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on April 5, 2018.
• Sympathy to Michael (Babs) Anderson on the death of his father Jay W. Anderson of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on
May 11, 2018. Sympathy also to his granddaughters, Logan (Wesley) Strickland and Liza Anderson.

ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
ATTENDANCE

03.28.18-04.01.18

HOLY WEEK
159
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28TH
186
MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29TH
148
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH
1930
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1ST
TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL		
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
SOMACK

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF

04.08.18

04.15.18

04.22.18

04.29.18

05.6.18

712
28
32
37
176
23

808
38
39
47
245
31

648
28
43
42
196
24

733
51
44
51
198
20

748
44
36
160
198
20

04/30/18

Anticipated Income (YTD): $790,276
Actual Income (YTD): $763,172
Organ Debt: $330,620

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online.
Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Bicentennial Seminar

CHURCH OFFICE
& CAC CLOSED

ON RACE REL ATIONS

Church
AND

MAY

JULY
The church office, CAC and Weight
Room will be closed Wednesday,
July 4th for Independence Day. All
will reopen Thursday, July 5th.

Sundays, July 8th-29th at 9:15 a.m.

THE

FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS
The church office, CAC and Weight
Room will be closed Friday, May
25th and Monday, May 28th for
Memorial Day. All will reopen
Tuesday, May 29th.
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Join us in June for our Pastors Bible Study: The
Accounting. Your pastors will share why their faith
brings them hope and the reasons they continue to
have faith despite hardship. Using 1 Peter 3:15, we’ll
also explore how we can prepare to share that hope
with others with gentleness and respect.

race

relations

In our review of 200 years of church history, one thing that stands out
is how important race relations has been. During the Sunday school
hour as an option for classes and church members we will explore
these issues in 50 year periods. There will be a 40-minute presentation
by a historian from the University followed by a 15 minute presentation
from one of our pastors. The series begins on July 8th and will
conclude on July 29th.

July 8th will look at 1818-1868 when slavery dominated. Our church
sought to provide for the spiritual needs of the free and of the enslaved.
Until 1866, the slave membership was larger than the white membership. What theology
allowed for slavery? How did genuine care for the spiritual life of all people demonstrate
itself? What happened in the Tuscaloosa with the Emancipation Proclamation?

We will meet in the Callahan Auditorium on the second
floor at 9:15 a.m.
June
June
June
June

Callahan Auditorium, 2nd Floor

On July 15th we will explore the period from 1868-1918. Economic life of the community
changed. Freedom came with a price. Share cropping created a new kind of enslavement.
Deep-seated resentment and prejudice created the Age of Terror where lynchings were not
uncommon. The development of separate but equal schools (societies) was anything but
equal. Where was the church? What did she teach and preach?

3rd | Ken Dunivant
10th | Randy Allen
17th | Gorman Houston
24th | Jesse Tosten

We hope to see you there!

On July 22nd we will study 1918-1968 when our society moved from the Jim Crow era to the
Civil Rights era. The integration of schools, George Wallace’s stand in the schoolhouse door,
the building of the new courthouse with broken promises to the black community led to Bloody
Tuesday and protest marches in front of our church. What was the church’s witness?

Travel to Iceland

Then on July 29th we will look at the current developments of race relations (1968-2018). Deepseated racism began to take new shapes. White privilege, resentment against quotas, and
mass-incarceration of African-Americans has become common place. While society is more
desegregated and more equal, the starting point in society is not equal. Guilt, shame and
embarrassment over our past plague our conscience. Grass-root movements of equality and
reconciliation are popping up. Where is the church? What has First Church done?

March 15-22, 2019

For more information, contact
ethelynkstuhr@gmail.com or call 205-799-6841.

Please look for future announcements on the speakers. Plan to join us in July for a look back at
the church and its role in race relations!
On July 26th, FUMCT will send a team on an 11-day
mission to Challenge Farm in Kitale, Kenya. Challenge
Farm houses, feeds, educates and loves abandoned
street children. About 200 children call this place
home. The farm is located about 200 miles northwest
of Nairobi, near the Ugandan border.
Our team will be conducting a VBS, working on the
playground and sharing the love of Christ. May God
fill this team with the Holy Spirit so that they may
accept all they confront and be faithful and joyful in
their task. We pray for a safe trip for these friends
and ask God that through their experience we may
be enriched so that we can better serve God.

Celebrating

#SERVE200

200 Years of Ministry

Love INC celebrated its volunteers
on Thursday, May 3 with a lunch.
Janice Stewart is the volunteer
coordinator at Love INC.

Aurelia Swann is upholstering
seats for the dining room chairs
at the new Phoenix House.

The Craft Circle is completing
the first of three coverlets
for beds at the new Phoenix
House.

We presented goodie bags
filled with your donations to the
Alabama Reach students at an
end-of-the-year event at UA.
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UMW, MISSIONS & FITNESS

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

SUMMER 2018

Happenings

Cultivate Creativity:

CUT FLOWER GARDENING & FLOWER ARRANGING
When: Friday, June 15, 2018
Where: Chitwood Hall - FUMCT
Time: 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Leaders: Kim Hudson and Teresa Johnson
Fireworks, barbecue and lots of red, white, and blue…the
Fourth of July is a great time for get-togethers with family
and friends. Join us as we prepare floral centerpieces in
preparation for this holiday. Learn tips for multiple types of
flower arranging. You’ll have a blast with Kim and Teresa and
take home a beautiful arrangement. Bring your flower clippers
or scissors. Light snacks and drinks will be served. Registration
is required for this event due to the need to have adequate
supplies on hand for everyone. Please email Susan Kizziah at
susankizziah@gmail.com by Friday, June 8th to register!

Cultivate Friendship:

COFFEE & CONVERSATIONS
When: Saturday morning, July 21, 2018
Where: Chitwood Hall - FUMCT
Time: 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Leaders: Cultivate leadership team
Join us for coffee and conversations. Enjoy coffee/tea/
muffins/and fruit while we learn more about each other
through table conversations. Build connections and develop
new friendships while enjoying delicious homemade muffins
and drinking coffee or tea. Let’s kick start some conversations
about our lives, beliefs and spirituality. Registration is not
required but appreciated. Email susankizziah@gmail.com
by Thursday, July 19th.

Cultivate Spirituality:

A SUMMER BIBLE STUDY
When: Thursday mornings from 10:00-11:15 a.m.
Dates: June 7-July 19
Where: FUMCT room 212
Leader: Sandra Reed
First Corinthians - Living Love When We Disagree
BY MELISSA SPOELSTRA
In this six-week study we will explore Paul's first letter to
the Corinthians to learn how we as Christians are to deal
with differences and divisions--whether in the workplace,
neighborhood, school, home, social media community or
church. We'll discover that the answer is living and sharing
the radical love of Jesus Christ, and we'll unpack what this
means and how we can live it out day by day. (Book cost $16).
Email sandra.c.reed@gmail.com to register.

Women's

Bread & Wine SMALL GROUP

LENTEN FORTY DAYS
MINISTRY

When: Monday, June 4, 11, 18 & 25 from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Contact: Terri Boman at terricbomanphd@gmail.com to
join today!
Written by well-loved writer Shauna Niequist, this is a funny
and honest spiritual memoir about life around the table—
the celebrations and traditions we share, and the ways God
nourishes us as we nourish the people around us.

Save the Date!

SERVE TEAM ACTIVITIES: JOIN US AS WE SERVE
OTHERS

June

•
| United Methodist Children’s Home |
Saturday, June 23, from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. |
Additional information will be available in FUMCT
e-Connect two weeks prior to event.
•
| Pack a Purse - Sunday, July 15, 2:00-4:00
p.m. | Additional information will be available in FUMCT
e-Connect prior to event.

July

Cultivate T-SHIRTS FOR SALE

Cost: $15 | Contact
Susan Kizziah at
susankizziah@gmail.
com or 205-792-1182
if you would like to
purchase a t-shirt.
T-Shirts will also be
available at future
Cultivate events.

Cultivate’s Spring Small Groups included a total of 55 participants.
One small group will be offered this summer and a new schedule
of classes will be offered for fall semester.

Save the date! Cultivate “POP UP” SHOW

Saturday, October 6th
Are you an entrepreneur? We would love to showcase
your business at our fall pop up show! Contact Susan
Kizziah susankizziah@gmail.com for more information
and to reserve a space.

OF FITNESS - 2018

During Lent 2018 the following participated in
our FUMCT FORTY DAYS OF FITNESS.
Exercising allows you to better prepare yourself
spiritually, physically and mentally. We congratulate the following for participating: Chris
Chesser, Traci McDaniel, Barbara Hubbard, Jerri
McCreless, Marilyn Ellis, Nini Jobson, Heike
Faeber, Iris Hinton, Sheila Madison, Fran Perry,
Glenn Long, Anna Hester,, Betty Fagan, Patti
Trethway, Brenda Blackstock, Toni Tait, Janis
Smith, Mary Lee.

United Methodist Women

Game

Day

Saturday, july 14
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

in Chitwood Hall

All proceeds go
to local missions

$25 per person

Contact Mary Lee at alshadows@icloud.com.

VOlunteer! Sign Up!

Sign up at fumct.org/serve or contact
Morgan Bruce in the church office at
morgan@fumct.org, (205) 345-7261, ext. 107.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE & CHURCH HAPPENINGS
Discover FUMCT is a relaxed, informal introduction to First Methodist
for those who want to integrate more fully into the life of the church.
We believe that there is a place here for you to connect, to grow and
to serve. We want to help you discover that place. Discover FUMCT
lives up to its name as a way for you to discover who we are and what
we're about. Over the four Sundays in June, you will have the opportunity to meet and get acquainted with some of our pastoral staff and
learn more about our history, mission, ministries and beliefs. It is also
a great opportunity to connect with a small group of folks to begin to
build the kind of relationships that will truly make First Methodist feel
like home. Whether you can only join us for one week in June or every
week, we would love to see you there!

JUNE 3 | Finding Your Place to Belong(Small Group Ministries) (Stabler
Conference Room)

JUNE 10 | The Mission and Purpose of FUMCT (Parker Fireside)
JUNE 17 | Building Tour (Parker Fireside)
JUNE 24 | Finding Your Place to Serve (Parker Fireside)

Do You Know Someone Going
through a Difficult Time?
Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who has been struggling
with the loss of a loved one, loneliness, cancer, a layoff, relocation, divorce, a
spiritual crisis, recuperation, single parenthood, or any of countless other life
challenges? Our Stephen Ministers can provide them with the focused care,
encouragement, and support they need to make it through the crisis. If you
know of someone who is hurting, talk with one of our Stephen Leaders: Terri
Boman, Mike Spalding, Adam Lang, Jennifer Colvin or Jackie Greene. They
can talk with you about how we can connect the person you know with one
of our Stephen Ministers. It’s a great way for you to show how much you care!

Sometimes It’s Hard to Ask for Help
We’re brought up to be strong, self-sufficient, independent people. We tend
to think that if we ask for help, it is a sign of weakness. So we try to keep our
struggles hidden, stuffed deep inside. However, that’s not God’s plan.
Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
God wants us to care for others—and allow others to care for us in our time
of need.
If you’re sad or struggling inside, don’t suffer alone. Ask for help. We’ve got a
team of Stephen Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, pray, and
help you through a tough time. (It’s confidential too!) Find out more about
Stephen Ministry by talking with Jackie Greene at jackie@fumct.org or 205345-7261, ext. 104.

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

GETTING

NICE TO MEET YOU,

Dr. Khristina Motley!

TO KNOW

Director of Children's Music
khristina@fumct.org

YCHURCH
UR

Dr. Khristina Motley is the Director of
Children’s Music at FUMCT. That is
just one of the jobs this busy woman
has! She is the Choral Director at
Hillcrest High School and teaches
every afternoon at the University of
Alabama in the College of Education.
In the picture, it is L to R: Preston, Khristi,
Khristi has a bachelor’s degree from
Claire, Christian and Reggie Motley
UA, a master’s degree from Virginia
Tech and a Ph.D. from UA. All these degrees are in music education and curriculum and instruction in the Colleges
of Education at the respective schools.
You will see Khristi in the Chancel Choir in Traditions, running from the pre-school hall to the elementary hall to
teach music and directing VBS music. She has a unique way of entertaining the children while maintaining control
for a teaching/learning environment. Last year, Khristi started J.A.M. Camp (Jesus and Music) at the church. The
children learn instruments, movement, drama and voice in this four day camp.
Khristi is married to Dr. Reggie Motley who is an internist and Associate Chief of Staff for Medicine at Tuscaloosa’s
VA Hospital. They have three children, Christian, 21 who is studying chemistry at Auburn, Preston who is 19 and
studying biology at Auburn and Claire, 17 who will be a senior at ACA in the fall.

“I was searching for a church home that prioritized music ministry,” says Khristy. “First Church
needed a Children’s Music Director. It was meant to be!” she said. “The privilege of singing with the
Chancel Choir and with Ethos, attending the musical service in the Bridge, leading music worship
at nursing homes and teaching the little ones about our Lord have filled a void in my life, provided
a sense of belonging and nurtured my search for truth through Christ.”

Glad
You

Asked

Your questions....answered.
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A NEW WORSHIP SERIES

MAY 27TH-JULY 1ST

From Memorial Day through the first of
July, we will have a six-sermon series titled,
Glad You Asked. We want to preach about
questions you have about faith, about
scripture, about issues you face. Plan to
be in church at 10:30 a.m. in the Bridge or
Traditions to hear from our pastors. We are
glad you asked!
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FAMILY MINISTRIES & CHURCH HAPPENINGS

FAMILY MINISTRIES & CHURCH HAPPENINGS
DISCOVERY 2018
Audience of One!

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL 2018

Save the date: August 10th-12th

Shipwrecked, rescued by jesus

IN THE

June 25th-28th | 5:30 - 7:45 p.m.

son

Register at fumct.org/ministries/children.
A $15.00 registration fee will include dinner each
night, a t-shirt and a music CD. VBS is for children
who will be 4 years old by September 1 of 2018
through rising 6th grade students. Contact Amy
Thigpen at amy@fumct.org for more info.

VBS MENU*
MONDAY
Chicken Fingers & French Fries

WEDNESDAY
Hamburger & Tots

TUESDAY
Pizza & Chips

THURSDAY
Corn Dogs & Chips

*These meals are included in your VBS registration fee.
If your child would rather have an alternative meal, please
send a dinner that does not need to be heated.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

SUNDAY-WEDNESDAY,
JULY 8-11, 2018

12:30-3:30 p.m. Each Day
J.A.M. Summer Music & Arts Camp is an
unforgettable experience for children who
have completed grades 1 – 6. Campers will
learn various arts expressions—including
singing, movement, instruments, and drama—in a fun, energetic environment. The
highlight of the week is the Camp Showcase, which will be presented at 6:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, July 11th. Please place this
wonderful opportunity on your family calendar today. For further questions, feel free to
email khristina@fumct.org.

Beginning May 27th all children in K-3rd
grade will be able to participate in a
fun, summer children’s church opportinity called, First Kids in the Son. Just like
W.O.W., the children will begin worship
with their parents and be led out by a host.
We will go to the playground for a children’s minute, story telling time, or a fun
snack followed by play time. Parents will
pick up their children on the playground
at the conclusion of the service at 11:30.
Volunteers are needed! Anyone who would
like to help can email Amy Thigpen at
amy@fumct.org.

RECOGNITION

Sunday

The Cry Room | The Cry Room is now open
in room 101 on the preschool hall. This
room is for parents who would like to listen
to the service but not quite ready to drop
off in nursery yet. We are able to stream
Traditions or the Bridge at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
If you have any questions please contact
Melissa Tuten at melissa@fumct.org.

New Baby

Sunday

SENIOR

Graduating from College? | Do you
have a family member who is graduating
from college? Please send us the student’s name, parents’ names, graduation
date, school and degree. The deadline
for publication is Thursday, May 31st. We
will print this information in the Sunday,
June 10th bulletin! Please send your
information to Nicole@fumct.org.

Congratulations

TO OUR 2018 FUMCT HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATES!
Addie Akins, Hope Benjamin, Caroline Bonhaus, Kayla
Caldwell, Lindy Cheshire, Dalton Clary, Stevan Fairburn,
Rachel Farabee, Gabbi Fernandez, Emma Gillespie, Lele
Goldsmith, Mayci Hartley, Jack Horton, Carol Johnson,
Caroline Kirkland, Tate Landry, Jackson Mercurio,
Lucy Rogers, Cole Stewart, Parker Stroud, Kellen Tucker,
Mary Ruth Tucker, Andrew Wade, Lauren Williams, Jackson
Wilkin, Mary Katherine Winfield, Austin Wright
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