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Pure & Simple: Nathanael
by Dr. Gorman Houston

No one really knows who Nathanael is. He appears
only in John’s Gospel and only twice there —
in the first chapter and the last. Such a cameo
appearance is not totally surprising in John’s Gospel.
John’s chapters are filled with persons who make
brief but profound appearances — Nicodemus, the Samaritan
woman, the man born blind. These little-known characters serve
an important role in the fourth gospel. They are the straight men.
They ask questions, which set up a teachable moment for Jesus.
The questions, some humorous — some not, continually highlight
the difference between the life these people live and the life which
Jesus offers. ”How can a man enter his mother’s womb for a
second time?” Nicodemus asked. ”How can you give me water, you
don’t even have a bucket?” the Samaritan woman protested. And
the question of Nathanael, the first straight man in John’s Gospel,
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
When Nathanael responds to Philip’s simple invitation to “come
and see” and encounters Jesus, he is immediately convinced that
he has indeed found the messiah of God, and he becomes the
first person to confess full allegiance to Christ Jesus. “Behold,”
Jesus said of Nathanael, “An Israelite in whom there is no deceit”
(John 1:47).

Throughout the Gospel, Jesus spars with Jewish leaders, clears
the Temple, breaks rigid legal codes, exposes religious hypocrisy,
challenges institutional authority, and ultimately triumphs over
the leaders’ jealousy and hatred. John seems to express in the
person of Nathanael that Jesus is not rejecting Judaism, but
rather the way it had been institutionalized. Nathanael is the
true person of faith, the true Israelite, the uncorrupted Jew, “the
Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”
John may be suggesting that Nathanael is the archetype of true
followers of Christ, one whose heart is pure and whose lifestyle
simple. This first one to confess and follow Jesus may serve as a
model for all seekers who come to Christ Jesus with simple trust,
all disciples whose hearts are purified by Christ’s presence, all
believers who confess Jesus as Savior and who submit to his
kingly authority.
Inspired by Nathanael’s witness, I write a Bible study blog,
which I call “Pure and Simple – Lifestyle Christianity.” Right now,
I am working my way through Mark’s Gospel, in concert with
my sermons in the Bridge. I invite you to follow me at
www.pureandsimple.net. Together with purity of heart and
simplicity of lifestyle, let us seek the life Christ Jesus offers.

Engagement
by dr. ken dunivant

While there remains one phrase
used in courtship that holds
understanding for me, I find
myself puzzled and unclear on the
meaning of phrases like, “We’re
seeing each other,” “We’re going out,” “We’re
hanging out,” “We’re talking” and some others
I will not mention in case I misspeak. But when
a couple says, “We are engaged!” I know exactly
what they are saying: the relationship has
matured to the point that there is mutual
commitment to move forward toward marriage.
Engagement is no small word. As a concept,
engagement is being used a lot around the
church these days. It implies a level of
commitment beyond casual. It involves
intentionality about one’s involvement. It’s
about maturity. In writing to the church in
Ephesus (Ephesians 4:14-16) Paul said,
14 We must no longer be children, tossed
to and fro and blown about by every wind
of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15 But
speaking the truth in love, we must grow
up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every ligament
with which it is equipped, as each part
is working properly, promotes the body’s
growth in building itself up in love.

Sometimes people choose a church based
upon their ability to get lost in the crowd.
They’d rather not be noticed. They do not
desire to serve. They do not want to participate
in Sunday School or a study group. Their desire
is to simply exist on the margins of the church.
No engagement here!
Years ago, a couple spoke to me as they were
leaving one of the church services, explaining,
“We are just visiting from a neighboring church.
We’re not interested in joining anything.” I
replied, “Then this is not the place for you.
Because for this church to really have meaning
in your life, you have to be involved! To find a
place to belong and a job to do is to find
meaning here.” (Still to this day, she reminds
me of how abrupt I was that Sunday. Ironically,
this couple soon became very engaged —
teaching Sunday school, participating on
Wednesday evenings, serving in the kitchen
and doing anything I asked of them. They
remain very dear friends.)
Hopefully, I spoke the truth in love to them. For
the church to have its greatest impact upon
your life, you must be engaged in her ministry
and mission. Engagement is unavoidable if we
want our faith to have its greatest value to us.
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church features
United Methodist
Women

Faith • Hope • Love in Action

save the date!
4th Annual

church happenings & about our congregation
Featuring

new members

baptisms

Arts & Crafts from UMW Circles, Local Vendors/Artists,
and a Silent Auction!

Sunday, November 15th
from 10:00 Am – 4:00 pm

in the church activity center (GYM)

Interested in being
a vendor?

The vendor application deadline is October 15. Apply to be a vendor
or to download a hard copy of the application visit
www.fumct.org/mission-outreach/turkey-tinsel-2015.
For details contact Ann Curry at 205.393.3927
or ac386164@charter.net.

SPON
SORED BY UMW
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Interested in donating
for the Silent Auction?

To donate items for the Silent Auction, please contact Ann Curry at
205.393.3927 or ac386164@charter.net.

For the Bible
Tells Me So
God made humans in His own image. —Genesis 9:6

Last fall, we were asked to keep a Gratitude Journal. As you
listed the things you were thankful for,
even a rainy day Monday became Thanksgiving Day.
Was there a theme to your journal entries? Did you have any
repeat entries? Write them on the lines below.
If you didn’t participate last fall, take a minute to jot down
three to five things for which you are thankful.
Use the space below:

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Now look at your list and consider this: Who generously gave
these things to you? Who generously provided them for you?
God made it all possible.
Genesis 9:6 tells us that God made humans in His own image.
Therefore, we are a reflection of God’s very nature.
God is generous. Therefore God wants us to be generous, to
reflect His nature.
Why give to the church?
Sing along now…….For the Bible tells me so.

WORLD
COMMUNION

SUNDAY
On the first Sunday in October each year churches
all over the world participate in Holy Communion
as a part of their worship services. This endeavor
began at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in
Pittsburg, PA in 1933. In 1936 the Presbyterian
Church U.S.A. adopted World Wide Communion
Service for their denomination. By 1940 many of
the major Christian denominations were celebrating World Communion Sunday each year.
The key word for World Communion Sunday is
unity. It’s a day that we unite in the Christian practice of breaking bread with one another and
remembering the night when Jesus instituted
what we call the Lord’s Supper. So all day on
October 4, 2015, Christians are participating in
the service of Holy Communion showing that they
love the Lord, whether in large cathedrals, small
chapels, or a hut in the jungle.
We invite you to be a part of World Communion
Sunday with your brothers and sisters in Christ in
one of our four services on October 4.

William Barrett Livingston, son of Amanda
and Wes Livingston

Winston Lee Tillery,
son of Brian and
Allison Tillery

Mark Wayne
Brothers

Finley Warren Salter, son of
Julie and Wes Salter

Brian Lee
Tillery

Recent births | congratulations
■ Meghan and Rick Christy on the birth of their son, Oliver, on August 31, 2015. Congratulations also to Oliver's grandparents, Dawn & Don Bryant.
■ Leslie Greer on the birth of her daughter, Ellie Davis, who was born Tuesday, September 22, 2015. Congratulations also to Anna Ryan on the birth
of her sister.

Sympathy to...
■ Meredith (Coe) Baxter in the death of her grandfather, Dr. Dale Cramer, of Tuscaloosa on September 4, 2015. Sympathy also to Hudson Baxter in the death of his great-grandfather.
■ Brian (Mary Lou) Tucker in the death of his father, Ira "Tuck" Tucker of Northport, Alabama on September 7, 2015. Sympathy also to Will and
Mary Ruth Tucker in the death of their grandfather.
■ Leslie (Scott) Dollar in the death of her grandmother, Inez Corsentino, of Birmingham, Alabama on August 26, 2015. Sympathy also to Marlee
and Ellison Dollar in the death of their great-grandmother.
■ In thanksgiving for his life, William Heflin “Bill” Barton, who passed away on Wednesday, September 16, 2015. Sympathy to his wife, Mrs.
Mary Kirkland Barton. Sympathy to William Heflin “Buzz” (Sally) Barton, Jr. in the death of his father, Mr. William Heflin “Bill” Barton. Sympathy to
John Randal “Randy” (Melissa) Barton in the death of his father, Mr. William Heflin “Bill" Barton. Sympathy to Debby Barton Laycock in the death
of her father, Mr. William Heflin “Bill” Barton. Sympathy to Dr. William Heflin (Brooke) Barton III in the death of his grandfather, Mr. William Heflin
“Bill” Barton. Sympathy also to William Heflin Barton IV and to Beau Ladner Barton in the death of their great-grandfather.
■ Mary Virginia Barton (Bill) Best in the death of her grandfather, Mr. William Heflin “Bill” Barton. Sympathy also to Anderson Green, Walker
Green, and Will Best in the death of their great-grandfather.
■ Amanda Laycock, Mary Elizabeth “Bet” Laycock (Chris) Garcia of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, Ronald Barton “Bart” (Kendall) Laycock of
Pensacola, Florida, Julia Marie Barton of Oregon, and Sara Randal Barton in the death of their grandfather, Mr. William “Bill” Walker”.
■ In thanksgiving for her life, Jennifer Jean Calhoun, who passed away Sunday, September 20, 2015. Sympathy to her husband, Carl Calhoun,
and her daughter, Cheryl Calhoun.
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OPERATING BUDGET
BUILDING BUDGET
ORGAN
DESIGNATED GIVING

8.30.15

9.6.15		

9.13.15

9.20.15

$23,433.35
$9,951.94
$321.00
$457.00

$34,152.45
$3,558.95
$189.00
$970.00

$42,122.33
$7,384.21
$2,237.00
$495.00

$29,657.27
$1,276.12
$0.00
$3,670.25

1006
N/A
254
59
36
90

726
N/A
206
44
26
20

829
N/A
247
68
44
54

735
23
228
75
42
70

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM. CDs of Traditions & DVDs of The Bridge are available
in the church office. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext. 15 for more information. Listen to sermons on our website at
www.fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon.
ADDRESS • 800 GREENSBORO AVE , TUSCALOOSA, AL 35401
PHONE • 205.345.7261 | FAX • 205.345.7263 | WEB • WWW.FUMCT.ORG | AFTER HOURS PASTORAL EMERGENCY LINE • 205.886.7177

10 church happenings

church features

United Methodist Women

nursing home visitation
spotlight │ Pictured is

Faith • Hope • Love in Action

TOTAL UNIT MEETING │ The total unit meeting of United
Methodist Women will be on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 6:30
PM in the Lee Classroom with snacks provided by the executive
board. Dr. Cori Perdue from The University of Alabama will speak
on the topic: "Through God All Things Work Together for Good."
Dr. Perdue has a compelling story that she shares in a beautiful
manner. The World Thank Offering Service will be held following
Dr. Perdue’s talk. At this service United Methodist Women will
present their offering so that the lives of women, children and
youth will be impacted beyond measure. There is no cost for
attendance, but it is suggested that members add to their World
Thank Offering the amount they would have paid for a sacrificial
meal. The World Thank Offering is an opportunity for individuals
to give a gift of gratitude for God's abundance and grace. The
funds collected are used in the total program of missions carried
on through United Methodist Women's national office in the
United States and around the world.
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CELEBRATION CIRCLE OCTOBER MEETING │ Tuesday, October
6 at 6:00 PM │ Home of Glenda Kilgore at 4307 Hillsboro Drive
(Hillsdale Subdivision) │ Potluck-bring a salad, snack, appetizer,
dessert, etc. Program/Business after social time.

Jerry Eure with one of the
nursing home residents that
he and his wife, Jane visit
each month. Thank you to those who sacrifice
their time to make these visits!

2015

fall
2015

recap

We appreciated the hand bells that were played
during both services in Traditions.
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL LITTLE LAMBS SALE! │ The Little Lambs Committee reports another successful sale which
occurred August 27–29. In two short days, the Church Activity Center transformed to house an inventory of over 24,000
items. The mission of Little Lambs is two-fold: to provide outreach to the community and to provide financial support for
First United Methodist Church.
Little Lambs enables the community to purchase children’s clothing, toys, and infant necessities at a discounted price.
Shoppers have remarked they are able to purchase Christmas and birthday presents they might not have been able to
afford and outfit their children for the season with gently used clothing at a fraction of retail price. But more than the
clothes and toys that are bought, the community is able to see the face of First United Methodist. During the past Little
Lambs sale a volunteer explained her reason from driving in from Demopolis each year was because of the friendship
and fellowship gathering. We provide shoppers and volunteers with information on our church services and
programming and have gained new members from their participation in the Little Lambs sale.
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October 14, 2015: Tossed Salad (H), Potato Salad, BBQ Pork,
Baked Beans, Fried Okra, Hamburger Buns, Dessert & Ice
Cream, Tea, Water, Coffee, Kidzone: BBQ Pork, French Fries,
Lemonade

October 28, 2015: Tossed Salad (H), Macaroni Salad, Grilled
Pork Chop (H), Mustard Greens (H), Black Eyed Peas (H),
Cornbread, Dessert & Ice Cream, Tea, Water, Coffee,
KidZone- Hot Dogs, French Fries, Lemonade

consignment sale

We had a great 3rd Grade Bible Sunday! Thank you
to all those who participated!

Wednesday night
meals

October 21, 2015: Tossed Salad (H), Pasta Salad, Italian Pasta
Bake, Steamed Italian Vegetables (H), Steamed Corn (H), Garlic
Bread Sticks, Dessert & Ice Cream, Tea, Water, Coffee, KidzoneSpaghetti w/ Marinara Sauce, Garlic Bread Sticks, Lemonade

little lambs

3RD G RADE B IB L E SU ND AY

WNA MEALS │ Wednesday Nights Alive!
Continues with dinner at 5:00 PM in Chitwood
Hall │ Adults-$7; Children-$4; Family-$20 │ See
below for menus for the month:
October 7, 2015: Tossed Salad(H), Coleslaw, Fried
Catfish, French Fries, Hushpuppies & French Fries, Steamed,
Vegetables(H), Dessert & Ice Cream, Tea, Water, Coffee,
Kidzone: Fried Chicken Tenders, French Fries, Lemonade
sd
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toxic

NEW TOXIC
TRADITIONS
SERMON SERIES
BEGINNING
OCTOBER 11

From time to time we find
ourselves in unhealthy situations, dealing with
unhealthy people even believing unhealthy
things about ourselves. The Toxic Series will
address some of the issues that develop about
the poisonous ideas, people even aspects of
our religion.

Each year there are 225 consignors who receive 70% of their sales proceeds with the church receiving the other 30%.
When expenses are accounted for, the Little Lambs sale generates somewhere between $8,000 - $10,000 for the
church twice a year! Little Lambs proceeds have been used in the past by the church to annually support Vacation
Bible School, purchase the nursery pager system, renovate the WOW room, purchase new shelving and rugs for the
preschool rooms, purchase new smart TVs for elementary rooms, support an annual Kiddie Kollege Scholarship,
purchase KidCheck with six computers for online check-in, and purchase musical instruments for Kids Worship Arts.
There is always room for more help! Little Lambs has a committee of about 25 church members who work about six,
three-hour shifts during the sale in addition to sub-committee duties. We have 140 volunteers, including husbands and
dads, who work shifts from Tuesday – Saturday to ensure the sale is a success. Mark your calendar for the Spring 2016
Sale, which is March 3–5.

4 family ministries

congregational care & umw

news & happenings
Acolyte Training

THE NEW CHILDREN’S WELCOME CENTER FOR
K-3RD GRADE IS AMAZING! │ Thank you, to Kim
Hudson, Jackie Skinner, church maintenance staff,
and everyone else who worked hard on our vision for
the new CWC. The children love their new space and
are so excited to come in each week. Please thank
these amazing ladies for coming on board and
getting it done in a short amount of time. This is
just a glimpse of what they did. Please come by to
see it for yourself.

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP ARTS THIS
FALL │ WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
FROM 6:00-7:00 PM │ Children,
3 years old through 5th grade, are
invited to join us on Wednesday
nights this fall for a time of fun,
fellowship, and praise. Children’s
Worship Arts is divided into three age groups:
Preschool Worship Arts (PWA) - ages 3 and 4, Kids
Worship Arts (KWA) – Kindergarten through 2nd
grade, and Psalm 150 – 3rd through 5th grade.
These three groups meet from 6:00 – 7:00 pm on
Wednesday nights. PWA will sing in the 11:00 am
Bridge service on October 18.
Our goal is to provide kids with an age-diverse music and arts ministry that allows them to learn ways
to praise and worship through music, dance, drama,
and theater. This fall, we will begin working on our
Christmas musical, “An Out of the Box Christmas”
by David and Celeste Clydesdale.
Also, all three CWA groups will lead worship in the
Bridge and Traditions throughout the year. For more
information, contact Mandy Smith at mandyloo_38865@yahoo.com.

For so many of the parents that accompanied their child to the acolyte
training on Sunday, September 13, being an acolyte is coming full
circle for them. Amy Henderson says that she has fond memories of
being an acolyte in her home church growing up in Thomasville.
Leslie Guy says she and her sister, Amanda Corder, would run to the
mailbox each week to see if they were on the acolyte calendar for the
upcoming Sunday. Amy Smith, a parent of an upcoming acolyte, has
been a great support for bringing acolytes back into the Traditions
service. Lauren Clementz signed up her children during WOW; others
asked a friend to sign them up because they were unable to attend.
The stories that have been relayed regarding being an acolyte as a
child have been so special. As I looked at the parents and grandparents Sunday, I saw parents who were acolytes at FUMC when they
were young and are now ready to support their children in this special
part of the church service. Grandparents were there with their grandchildren while parents were teaching Sunday School. They are all very
pleased that we will see acolytes in the service again. What wonderful
multi-generational support the program has seen!
We had a great response for our initial Acolyte Training session!
Thank you to all parents and children who participated! We are in the
process of completing our acolyte calendar for October- December.
Initially, we will begin with a few specific Sundays for the first three
months. Our K-2 children have already started to acolyte in WOW.
Since ancient times, light and fire have reminded people that God is
here with us. When you bring the flame into the sanctuary and light
the candles, you are reminding the congregation of God's presence
with us and the words of Jesus: “I am the light of the world.” Thus,
the acolytes are a reminder that coming into the service is a holy
time that symbolizes bringing the light of Christ into the sanctuary. It
says, “Christ is in our midst.” As the acolytes exit the sanctuary they
are taking the light of Christ back into the world. How wonderful for
children to be the messengers for the light of Christ!
If you were unable to attend on Sunday and would like to be added
to our list contact Cindy Sands at cindy@fumct.org or phone
205.345.7261, ext. 105 or Nini Jobson at jodynini@bellsouth.
net. We are so proud of the children that will become a part of our
worship service.

ACTS 2 │ Wednesdays at 6:00
PM in Room 210 │ Acts 2 is a
new WNA offering led by Ali
Lindsey and Ashley Green.
Children in K–5th will experience
a fun focus on the ideals of this
scripture. Please join us as we
learn and grow together!

STEPHEN
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THE BLESSINGS OF SERVING AS A STEPHEN MINISTER │ Since 1975, more than 600,000
Christian men and women from all walks of life have trained and served as Stephen Ministers. Most
became a Stephen Minister as a way to help others who were hurting—but they quickly discovered
that God blesses them in amazing ways in return.

M I N I S T R Y “Stephen Minister training has helped me grow—personally, spiritually, and professionally. I use
my Stephen Ministry skills all the time with patients, peers, and physicians. Stephen Ministry has
made a big difference in my own life and in my congregation.” —Anna, Registered Nurse, Hendersonville, Tennessee

“Stephen Minister training taught me not just how to be a caregiver, but how to live life in a new way—being Christ to
other people. It’s an awesome blessing to be used by God to bring hope and healing to someone else. I am humbled.”
—Mike, Carpenter, Kennesaw, Georgia
“Stephen Ministry has enhanced every relationship I have. Now I can listen and be there without feeling like I must
rush in and try to fix things. (My 15-year-old finds this a great blessing!) I’m much more at peace in difficult situations
because I realize that it’s not me—but Christ within me—who does the work.” —Susan, Licensed Massage Therapist,
Saint Petersburg, Florida
Contact susan kizziah at susank@fumct.org to learn more!

Your Opportunities to

Plant & Harvest
7-8 Don’t be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What
a person plants, he will harvest. The person who plants
selfishness, ignoring the needs of others—ignoring God!—
harvests a crop of weeds. All he’ll have to show for his
life is weeds! But the one who plants in response to God,
letting God’s Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a
crop of real life, eternal life.
9-10 So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing
good. At the right time we will harvest a good crop if we
don’t give up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we
get the chance, let us work for the benefit of all, starting
with the people closest to us in the community of faith.
—Galatians 6:7-10, The Message (MSG)
• Did you know that visiting older members of our
congregation living in nursing homes and assisted
living facilities is planting a harvest?
• Did you know that helping our elderly and young
mothers park their cars is planting a harvest?
• Did you know that cooking and delivering a meal
to someone who has been ill or has lost a loved
one is planting a harvest?
• Did you know that sending greeting cards to

members of our church family during times of
great joy or great pain is planting a harvest?
• Did you know that visiting members of our
church family in the hospital is planting a harvest?
It is up to each of us to decide whether or not to
participate. But God calls each of us to serve others.
The ones who plant in response to God’s call harvests
a crop of real life – eternal life.
Sometimes it is easy for us to get so caught up…that we
are focused only on ourselves. “I’d love to help you,
but I’m sorry, I just don’t have the time.” Remember, God
did not create us to live selfishly – we were created in the
image of God. There are a lot of hurting people around us
who need our love and encouragement. Don’t miss the
opportunities God sends your way. Especially during this
Harvest season, don’t miss chances to do good things
whenever situations come your way to bless people.
Ultimately when you bless others, you receive blessings.
For more information on how you can plant your harvest
and serve our church family, contact Susan Kizziah at
susank@fumct.org or 205.345.7261, ext. 104.

Many important questions go unanswered in life,
but I found the answer to one that I would like to
share with you….Why do I enjoy missions?…Is it out of
self satisfaction? Is it the fellowship with Christian
believers? Is it because God wants us to be His hands
and feet in helping others?…yes, yes, and yes, and the
questions and answers go on and on.
John Eldredge in his book, ”Wild At Heart”, tells us
that we are all born with good hearts that yearn for
adventure. He further tells us that we should not be
asking what the world needs, but should be asking
what makes you come alive, and when you find out
what that is, then go do that…for what the world needs
is people that have “come alive”.
Mission work makes me come alive again, and
again, and again. But you know, I would have never
experienced this coming alive through missions
without getting out of my comfort zone and stretching
myself to grow. It makes me wonder where I would be
in my walk; in life now if I had not made that choice, to
be in service, long ago.
You are never too old or too young, experienced
or inexperienced, to become involved in missions.
Everyone has something they can share with those
in need…it just takes sharing the “good heart” that
you were born with. So, I challenge you to get out of
your comfort zone and become adventuresome…get
plugged in to one or more of the Mission opportunities
that our church has to offer throughout the year. Not
because of what John Eldredge says, but because of
what God is telling us in the book of James about
coming alive and growing through our faith and actions.
James 2:14-18…What good is it for a man to say, “I
have faith”, if his actions do not prove it? Can that faith
save him? Suppose there are brothers and sisters who
need clothes and don’t have enough to eat. What good
is there in saying to them, “God bless you! Keep warm
and eat well!”---if you don’t give them the necessities
of life? This is how it is with faith: if it is alone and has
no actions with it, then it is dead. But someone will
say, “You have faith and I have actions.” My answer is,
“Show me how you can have faith without actions: I will
show you my faith by my actions.”
There are so many opportunities locally, nationally, and
internationally to become involved and grow in missions
through our church. But you best be careful, because
it might make you come alive!…again, and again, and
again…well, it might even change “your life”!
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New Wednesday
Night Alive
Mission Projects

Each Wednesday night of this semester we will be
hosting a mission option. Some weeks we will be working
in the church on projects to deliver to various ministries
and individuals. These projects will mirror our current
mission program; we will work on projects for local,
national, and international ministries. We will do this each
week from our own building (for the most part). Each week
will be independent from the other, offering individuals
the chance to participate on weeks of their choice
without needing to participate each week. There is little
to no preparation required on the participant’s part.
Please read below for the schedule of projects and a
short synopsis of each project.

family ministries

Foomack

s tu d e nt

ministry
- OCTOBER 2015 -

NOVEMBER 11 & 18 │ Tree of Bears is an
project annual project of First UMC Tuscaloosa
#5
for many years. Each year we work with
Tuscaloosa County Department of Human
Resources and help get Christmas presents for the foster
children in their care. This is a wonderful project that will
have some Sunday needs (if anyone could assist with
that, contact me!) like getting bears adopted by the
congregation. We will then gather, wrap, and deliver
these gifts to DHR for Christmas day.
For more information or to volunteer to assist with these
projects please call Joshua Davis at the 205.345.7261 or
e-mail him at jcd1177@charter.net

The first day of confirmation class for our 6th graders was Sunday,
September 13. Many had joined us for Discovery Weekend, but for most, this
was their first experience with youth and confirmation class. It was the first
time that mom and dad would bring them to their "class" to find that it was
a cafe, and not a classroom. It was parent’s first time to drop off their child
and not sign them in and out. It was a new journey, a new beginning, and our
confirmation students moved out of kids and into youth. Our confirmands
are moving from a place where we as parents raise them with God's grace
that we claimed for them at baptism, to their own journey where they claim
Jesus on their own. It’s a new journey, and a new beginning .
We started at the begining as well. Genesis and the creation story, did you
know there were two? Confirmands learn this for the first time as we began
with Know Your Story. We learned about creation, sin being introduced to
creation, and redemption. For the first time we also started to learn about
people in our Methodist Heritage, who acknowledged redemption and let
God use them to proclaim the good news. Many of us had never heard of
these people before.

SEPTEMBER 30 – OCTOBER 21 │ For these
project four Wednesday nights we will be working
#3
on gathering, sorting, boxing, and shipping
Christmas Boxes to each of the 196 children
at Challenge Farm Orphanage in Kenya. This
project is comparable to Operation Christmas Child,
however, we know, support, and visit the children these
Christmas boxes will be delivered to. We hope each
individual will adopt a child from Challenge Farm and
bring items to us to be sent to our friends in Kenya.
NOVEMBER 4 │ We will be hosting our fourth
project “Stop Hunger Now” event in the church CAC.
#4
We will again be packing meals to ship out
to areas of the world where food security is
low or there has been a recent disaster that has led to a
shortage of food. This is a high energy event for people of
all ages. We will begin our work in the CAC at 5:00 PM this
night and we will enjoy the food we are packing for dinner
in Chitwood Hall starting at 4:45 PM. So come eat and join
us for a night of mission fun.
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The journey will continue with us confirming our faith and learning about the
concept of grace, about people like John Wesley and about the difference
between our faith and others. It is a new journey for us, and we look forward
to growing together in our faith as one body.

SPECIAL NOTES

Check out our new online communication. Parents get the parent
cue and a video of our topic. Sunday School leaders, get the plan
and see how easy it is to help out. Small Group leaders look at the
link and see how easy a small group can be. Sign up to come and
have fun with us on line. Contact Charlee at charlee@fumct.org to
receive the e-mails.
Have an event in the community dealing with our youth? Birthdays?
Parties? Sporting Event…. Help us celebrate. Follow foo_mack on
instagram and send us pictures so we can celebrate! We want to be
connected and celebrate with everyone. LET’S CELEBRATE!
Want our online communication links sent to you directly, make
sure we have your email. The information will always be at your
fingertips!

CONTACT CHARLEE AT CHARLEE@FUMCT.ORG FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON ANY EVENTS!
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18

toxic

11

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

Bridge
@ 9&11 AM

Traditions
@ 9&11 AM
Sunday School
@ 10 AM

WORSHIP

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

25

pwa sing @ 11 am
bridge

Traditions
@ 9&11 AM
Sunday School
@ 10 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

Traditions
@ 9&11 AM
Sunday School
@ 10 AM
Bridge
@ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

world communion
sunday

Traditions
@ 9&11 AM
Sunday School
@ 10 AM
Bridge
@ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

Su

5

26

19

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Interval Training
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Aerobics 9 AM

12
Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Interval Training
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Aerobics Workout
9 AM

M

6

W

7

20

Fitness:
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

27

UMW total unit
meeting @ 6:30 pm

Fitness:
TBC 9 AM

13
Fitness:
Yoga with
Weights 9 AM

UMW Celebration
circle @ 6 pm

2015

ll/winter

2015

ll/winter

2015

ll/winter

2015

ll/winter

Dinner @ 5 PM
Classes @ 6 PM

fa

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK
@ 11AM & 6PM

28
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:15 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

Dinner @ 5 PM
Classes @ 6 PM

fa

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK
@ 11AM & 6PM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
TBC 5:30 PM

21

Dinner @ 5 PM
Classes @ 6 PM

fa

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK
@ 11AM & 6PM

14

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
No Yoga
Pilates 5:30 PM

Dinner @ 5 PM
Classes @ 6 PM

fa

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK
@ 11AM & 6PM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM YOGA 1:30 PM
TBC 5:30 PM

Tu

29

22

15

8

1

Turkey & tinsel
vendor
applications due

Th

9

2

30
Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Spooky Step
Attack
9 AM

23

16

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Pilates
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

F

october 2015

31

24

17

10

3

HALLOWEEN

Sa

