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why do we pay

BIB

Later, as this little grandchild grew older, I explained three reasons why we give to the church.
1. We are so grateful for the many blessings that we receive daily from God.
2. When we joined the Methodist Church, we promised to support it with our prayers, presence, and gifts.
3. When we give our gifts to the church, God can use these to help those in need, and to keep the church running smoothly to nurture the membership.
Scripture tells us:
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly, or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 2nd Corinthians 9:6.
In all the many years of our marriage, Bill and I have tried to consistently abide by these words.

seriously

All of these people have names and have been
touched and changed by the ministries of First
United Methodist Church, Tuscaloosa. Our goal is
to join the work of Jesus in making disciples and
changing the world. The evidence suggests we are
certainly doing this!
The ministries of the church are funded by the
generous giving of her members. The Apostle Paul
wrote about giving generously, giving joyfully,
giving intentionally, giving proportionally, and
giving regularly. For Paul, giving to the church and
giving to God were synonymous. By putting God
first in giving, you are changing lives here and around the world. By reaching
new heights in our giving, we will expand the ministries of the church. This is a
cause worthy of our first and best support!

Dr. Ken Dunivant
Senior Pastor

stewardship

2015[

god is

• A 101-year old man receives his first pair of glasses in Honduras
• A single mom is encouraged to keep on keeping on
• A student finds a place to belong where she is valued
• Hearts set on fire by the power of music
• Children with new clothes in an orphanage in Kenya
• A couple finds a reason to renew their marriage vows
• A teenager says “Yes” to Jesus and changes his life

BY PAT JESSUP

“Everything we have is a gift from God. He blessed you with loving parents. He gave
your mama and daddy the ability and good health to work and provide you with all that
you need to grow and develop. God doesn’t ask anything in return, except to love Him
and serve Him. One of the ways to serve Him is to give generously to His church.”

taking

the bible

Dear FRIENDS,

to go to church

One Sunday when the collection plate was passed to us in church, our young
grandchild asked the question, “ Why do we pay to go to church?” This was my answer:

LE

2015

generous

to us
Deuteronomy

8:18

But remember
the LORD your
God, for it is he
who gives you
power to get
wealth, so that
he may confirm
his covenant that
he swore to your
ancestors, as he
is doing today.
During this
campaign, we
will be sending
out stewardship
emails weekly.
Look for these
emails October
30, November
6, 13 & 20.
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Whyto thegive
church
Giving to the Youth
BY BEVERLY, GUY, & MEG MAY

Our family has been
involved with the youth
program at FUMCT for
many years. My husband
and I feel we have been
so blessed to have such
an outstanding program
where the youth in our
church, as well as students in the community,
can gather for fun while growing in their faith.
Money that is received from tithing is used to
fund many programs allowing our students to
learn more about the love and grace of Jesus.
Many of these activities include Wednesday
night worship, Sunday School, small group
activities, Discovery, BigStuf as well as mission
opportunities where the students learn what it
means to be the Hands and Feet of Jesus.
God has blessed us so abundantly, and as we
prayerfully give back to our church we can rest
in knowing that part of God's gifts go toward
reaching our teens and reaping a harvest as
they grow in the knowledge and love of Christ
and as they spread that Good News to others.

We go to the Bible for answers when we find
ourselves desperately seeking guidance for a
health issue. When we are debating about a
social issue such as discrimination or racism,
we search the Bible for direction. When we
need a pick-me-up on a dreary day, we turn to
the Bible for its beautiful poetry of nature.
When you plan your family’s budget for the month,
do you go to the Bible for guidance?
More references in the Bible are directed at money and
possessions than any other single topic. Did God repeat
it often to remind us? Did God repeat it often because it
didn’t get through our hard heads to our tight fists the first
time? We can only surmise by the number of times money
is discussed in the Bible that the teachings about giving
are important. God is serious about money and as
Christians, we must take God’s Word seriously.
In November, we will be taking the Bible seriously and
studying what God said about giving. You will receive an
email each Friday with a scripture reference. We hope you
will read it and reflect on it carefully. As you plan your
giving for 2016, contemplate the meaning of the
Bible for your life.

gIVING to the children

All Saint's
Sunday
Norma Newton
Jennifer Jean Calhoun
William Heflin Barton, Sr.
Rev. Randle B. Dew
Bessie Ruth Davis Sasser
Edward Lee Graves, Jr.
Leonard Christopher Kyle

church happenings
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Sunday, November 1, 2015, is All Saints Sunday. All Saints
Day is an occasion to remember those in the Christian faith
belonging to our congregation who died in the past year. As
part of our 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services in
Traditions and The Bridge, we will remember the Saints who
have gone before us. All Saints Day is one of the highlights
of the year for our church family. Many faithfully served the
church, and we want to remember them. Although the
service has a touch of sadness, the overall feeling is one of
joy and pride. Please join us for one of these special services.

Robert W. “Cookie” Barlow
Edna Travis Turner
Christine McInnis Wilkinson
Sam F. Jackson, Jr.
Charles Michael Coleman
Jane Deacon Curry
Carolyn Petry Dominick
Jonathan Torbert Wilburn
Jodie Golson Parker
Jantje Knol Janes
Joan Newell Davidson
Doris Humphrey Blankenship
Lorraine T. Williams
Katherine Chancey Crafton
Charlotte Madge Moon Shamblin

Deaths between October 2014 - October 8, 2015

births...
■ Congratulations to Jaime and John Conger on the birth of their daughter, Vivian Jean Conger, born October 14, 2015.

Sympathies...

■ In Thanksgiving for her life, Norma Lee Chambliss Newton, who passed away October 8, 2015. Sympathy to her children Carol
Victoria “Vickie” Newton, Polly Newton Morgan (Fredrick) and Ellen Newton Banks (Ralph). Sympathy also to her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
■ Sympathy to Laura Brown Wood (Chase) in the death of her maternal grandmother, Carolyn Jenkins Sparks, who passed away
October 14, 2015. Sympathy also to Lillie and Gracie Wood on the death of their great-grandmother.

BY ASHLEY GREEN

I don’t recall the first time I attended church;
probably because, according to my mother, I was
only 2 ½ weeks old. Simply put, being connected to the Body of Christ has
been a part of my life for longer than I can remember. And for that, I feel
extremely blessed! Throughout my life, church has not only provided me
with a place to grow deeper in my faith, it also has served as a place of
great love and support to my family and me.
Recently my 8-year-old son, Jack, experienced those same feelings of love
and support when he, along with his fellow 3rd graders, was presented
his very own Bible in Traditions worship. After the service, Jack excitedly
showed me his new Bible. He pointed out how nice it was with his initials
monogrammed on the cover, and how it contained a special nameplate on
the inside signed by Dr. Dunivant. He proudly told me, “Mom, I feel like it’s a
big deal for me to be a part of our church now.”
Through meaningful experiences like this, I know my son’s life is enriched
by his involvement in church, just as is mine. From attending worship
services together, to serving together in mission projects, to taking part in
Wednesday night programs, First Church is making an invaluable impact on
each of our lives!

attendance & budget

ATTENDANCE		

TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL			
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL		
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
YOUTH 		

		

FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING BUDGET
BUILDING BUDGET
ORGAN
DESIGNATED GIVING

			

9.27.15

10.4.15

10.11.15

10.18.15

$21,751.66
$464.00
$199.00
$557.93

$34,333.02
$3,433.11
$747.00
$1,397.50

$39,152.08
$781.61
$45.00
$91.53

$44,182.74
$13,774.02
$169.00
$3,090.00

825
220
61
34
50

686
251
47
36
40

791
210
48
41
42

670
212
65
43
55

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM. CDs of Traditions & DVDs of The Bridge are available
in the church office. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext. 15 for more information. Listen to sermons on our website at
www.fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon.
ADDRESS • 800 GREENSBORO AVE , TUSCALOOSA, AL 35401
PHONE • 205.345.7261 | FAX • 205.345.7263 | WEB • WWW.FUMCT.ORG | AFTER HOURS PASTORAL EMERGENCY LINE • 205.886.7177
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church happenings

Collette Vacations'

4th Annual

how giving affects
united methodist women

Christmas
on the Danube
Market Cruise
DECEMBER 8-16, 2016

For more information, contact
Ethelyn Stuhr at 205.799.6841
or ethelynkstuhr@gmail.com.
Only 16 places available!

UMW working hard in the craft room for
the upcoming Turkey & Tinsel event

SPON
SORED BY UMW
PROCEDES SUPPORT LOCAL MISSIONS
(IN TUSCALOOSA COUNTY)
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Wednesday
night meals

WNA MEALS │ Wednesday Nights
Alive! Continues with dinner at 5:00 PM in Chitwood
Hall │ Adults-$7; Children-$4; Family-$20 │ See
below for menus for the month:

November 4, 2015: Tossed Salad (H), Fruit Salad
Baked Chicken Breast(H), Steamed Vegetable
Medley (H), Au Gratin Potatoes, Yeast Rolls, Dessert
& Ice Cream, Tea, Water, Coffee, Kidzone-Corn Dogs,
French Fries, Lemonade
November 11, 2015: Tossed Salad (H), Chicken
Salad, Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Steamed
Broccoli (H), Yeast Rolls, Cookies & Ice Cream,
Tea, Water, Coffee, Kidzone-Fried Chicken Tenders,
Green Beans, Lemonade
November 18, 2015: Tossed Salad (H), Potato
Salad, Oven-Roasted Turkey Breast (H), Green
Bean Casserole (H), Lima Beans (H), Sweet Potato
Casserole, Cornbread Dressing w/ Gravy, Yeast
Rolls, Pumpkin & Pecan Pie & Ice Cream, Tea,
Water, Coffee
November 25, 2015: No Wednesday Nights Alive!
Have a happy Thanksgiving holiday!

—and my Giving

November 15

from 10:00 Am – 4:00 pm
in the church
activity center (GYM)
FEATURING

KNITTED ITEMS, HAND CRAFTED DECORATIONS BY UNITED
METHODIST WOMEN, NV BOUTIQUE, HOBBYPOTS, THAT'S
SEW MIMI, HOME DECOR, PHOTOGRAPHY
ACCENTS/REDBIRD QUILTING, PAMPERED CHEF
(COOKWARE), SCENTSY, TUSCALOOSA AREA LIONS CLUB,
CAINE COM PASSION FUND, ETHAN'S SAND DOLLARS,
& MUCH MORE!

Interested in donating
for the Silent Auction?
To donate items for the Silent Auction, please contact
Ann Curry at 205.393.3927 or ac386164@charter.net.

Our United Methodist
Women have been
hard at work making
Christmas stockings
and medicine bags for
mission trips. These
items will be available
to purchase at the
2015 Turkey & Tinsel
Holiday Bazaar!

Matthew

25

BY LYNNE RICHARDSON
By tithing to the church you help locally, nationally and internationally. A tithe is a
pledge between you and God to serve His people (Matthew 25). Your tithe means so
much to so many people that you never see or know. Through the United Methodist
Women, members make pledges which help to support retirement homes for
missionaries, for pastors and for their widows. The UMW funds local groups which
provide services for women, children and youth such as Turning Point and Youth
for Christ. Individual UMW Circles support higher educational institutions and local
schools. Medical mission work in Honduras is strengthened by the involvement of
UMW members and the use of your tithes for supplies.

Bible Study Changed My Life
th

3

BY OMAR SMITH

Several years ago, I was preparing a Sunday
school lesson on “Does God want you to be rich?”
In the process, I discovered I should do more. I
would like to share my discovery with you.
God has given all of us talents and gifts to use
on earth and is not opposed to earthly wealth. In fact,
wealth or possessions are discussed over 2,300 times in
the Bible, which is two times more than faith and prayer.
Three of the 10 great commandments refer to the subject:

1. Thou shall have no other god before me.
(In other words, do not let money dominate
your heart.)
8. You should not steal.
10. You should not covet.
God is not opposed to people being successful, but the
problems occur when people become hedonistic,
materialistic, and/or egotistic because of their success.
See the story of the rich ruler in Luke 18: 18-26.
What is asked? To tithe 10% annually is stated many
times. You can keep the remaining 90%, but giving any
amount greater than 10% is a free will gift demonstrating
a heart touched by the grace of God. “You shall be made
rich in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion.” 2 Corinthians 9:11.

Who will hear these words? “Well done my good and
faithful servant!” In Luke 12:20 we read the story of
the man who is rich and stored his wealth in bigger
and bigger barns. He died and lost everything. What
is the answer to greed? GIVE!
For some, 10% is a hardship whereas for others it is
not. For those who have a lot, more is expected. The
impoverished woman gave everything in Matthew
12:44. This represents extreme giving. Asceticism,
self-denial, or austerity is not required. You will
receive all that you need. 2 Corinthians 9:8.
Solomon stated that everything he had was
meaningless. Therefore, nothing was gained under
the sun. Ecclesiastes 2:11.
At the time of your retirement, you cannot reverse
years of poor financial planning, and at death, you
cannot reverse years of poor spiritual planning. We
are told to store up treasures in heaven by service
through spiritual gifts and material gifts earned by our
talents or good fortune. What are these treasures? I
do not know. It could be a better oneness with God
rather than a material reward.
What is the basis of determining your gift? The best
answer is that after paying Caesar, it is what is in your
heart. Matthew 22:21.
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adult sundayschool: the grace class
BY AMY & JUSTIN SMITH

01

How does adult Sunday School change people?

Consistently being active in a Sunday School class changes one’s
outlook about the church, and also leads to a much deeper involvement
in all aspects of the church. This is not a process that happens by
attending Sunday School once or twice every six months, but instead,
happens when one makes a commitment to others in the class to grow
together in Christ. It’s amazing to see how the Holy Spirit works through
a Sunday School class when a group consistently pursues a deeper
understanding of scripture. One of the ways that God speaks to us is
through scripture. Accordingly, a commitment to a deeper understanding of scripture leads to a closer
relationship to God which is truly life changing!

02

How has adult Sunday School changed us / you?

E N S E M B L E
PRESENTS

Alelluia

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2015
AT 7:00 PM IN THE SANCTUARY

student ministry

The Grace Sunday School Class has without doubt brought about many positive change in our lives. We, along
with several others, started the Grace Class approximately two and one-half years ago. Our class decided from
the outset that we would focus our studies primarily on scripture. The journey that we have undertaken as a
class to gain a deeper understanding of scripture has been unbelievable! We began with a study that gave us an
overview of the Bible, and we have since been studying different books of the Bible. During this process, we have
seen the Holy Spirit at work and have truly began to understand how the Holy Spirit dwells within us!
The Grace Class also prepared us for what was an extremely difficult time for us personally earlier this year. The
understanding we gained of scripture in the Grace Class prepared us in advance for the first several months of
this year. This deeper understanding of scripture gave us peace, comfort and hope. In fact, our studies in the
Grace Class played a large role in us becoming closer to God during a period that, from an outside perspective,
would be considered a very dark time. Instead of a dark time, the early months of this year turned out to be a
time of joy through Christ! The support we received from members of the Grace Class earlier this year also
transformed us in a positive way that really cannot be summed up in words. The members of the class supported
us in every way possible, and through this support, we saw the Holy Spirit working through our class! In our minds,
the importance of active participation in an Adult Sunday School class cannot be understated.

03 Why should we support the church financially?
The church plays a central role in the life of all of our families, but the church cannot sustain this vital role without
financial support from the members. Next time you are at church, please take a few minutes to soak in all the
moving parts of our wonderful church. From the number of people it takes to run the church, to the number of
activities and missions sponsored by the church, and finally, to the size of the church building. The church simply
cannot perform these functions without your financial support. Each one of us has an important role to play in
supporting the church financially.
Also, and more importantly, we are commanded by God to support the church by tithing. In addition to this
command, the Bible is full of examples of individuals who were blessed by God when they gave the first or the
best to God. Cain and Abel are an early example. We should follow the examples provided in the Bible and
support the church financially.

ACOLYTES │ Thank you,
to Anderson Green and
Walt Denny for doing a
great job in our Acolyte
program. Contact cindy@
fumct.org for more
information.
CHILDREN'S WORSHIP
ARTS THIS FALL │
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
FROM 6:00-7:00
PM │ Children, 3 years
old through 5th grade
This fall, we will
begin working on our
Christmas musical, “An Out of the Box Christmas” by
David and Celeste Clydesdale. Also, all three CWA groups
lead worship in the Bridge and Traditions throughout the
year. For more information, contact Mandy Smith at
mandyloo_38865@yahoo.com.
SAVE THE DATE!
• Saturday, Dec. 5, 1:00-3:00 PM - Christmas Musical
Dress Rehearsal in Chitwood Hall
• Sunday, Dec. 13 in 11:00 AM Traditions - KWA and
Psalm 150 sing in Lessons and Carols

angels

& ADVENT ACTIVITIES
JOIN US ON WEDNESDAYS FOR OUR FLIPPED
SERIES │ Fall 2015 │ When you encounter Jesus, He
has the power to flip our lives upside down.
WEDNESDAYS: Join us every week for Worship, Fun and
Fellowship on from 6:00-7:30 PM
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 AM
SMALL GROUPS: 5:00 PM on Sundays
If you are not connected with a small group and would
like to be please contact charlee@fumct.org.
SAVE THE DATE FOR BIGSTUF 2016 │ Middle School:
June 24th-27th & High School: June 27th-July 1st
We need adults to volunteer for Wednesday Night!! We
need parents for pizza/drink sales and crowd control.
Contact charlee@fumct.org.

Preschoolers & Families

PLEASE JOIN US

Sunday, November 29

4:00-5:30 PM

in Chitwood Hall

For more information, contact
sandra@fumct.org.
Join us for an afternoon complete with crafts,
Christmas sing-along, angel food cake and
cookies, and a surprise visit from an “angel”.
The entire evening’s focus will be on the real
Christmas story…no Santa or Elf on the Shelf,
but an age-appropriate narrative of our Savior’s
birth for preschoolers.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

On Wednesday, December 16th at 5:00
PM, First UMC will once again host a party
for the recipients of our local outreach
ministries. If you are interested in assisting
with this meaningful outreach of First
Church, please email Ashley Green at
ashleyandjeb@yahoo.com before
November 20th.
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“When we give freely to God, we receive
freely from God.” —Luke 6:38
BY AMY THIGPEN

umc tuscalo

a

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY
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wed

FUNERAL/MEMORIAL SERVICE MINISTRY │ Funeral/
Memorial Service Ministry is an opportunity to serve
your church family and to answer Jesus' call to "comfort
those who mourn". These volunteers usher at funerals
and memorial services or help host luncheons for
family members or receptions/visitations. These
volunteers are scheduled on an "as-need" basis. If you
are willing to serve in this area of ministry, please
contact Susan Kizziah at susank@fumct.org or
205-345-7261 ext. 104. A brief training class will be
held in the near future so everyone who volunteers will
understand their duties and functions when helping
during a funeral or memorial service.

Be on the lookout for a new look on our
website! We will be unveiling a brand new
design during Advent. All the website content
will be organized in a way that is more
user-friendly, and easy to follow!

os

APPLICATIONS FOR STEPHEN
│ Brochures about
STEPHEN MINISTRY
Stephen
Ministry,
applications for
MINISTRY
Stephen Ministers, and additional
information will be available at the information booths.
Applications for Stephen Ministers will be accepted
beginning November 1, 2015.
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new branding/new website

congregational care
opportunities
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New Wednesday
Night Alive
Mission Projects

Each Wednesday night of this semester we will be
hosting a mission option. Some weeks we will be working
in the church on projects to deliver to various ministries
and individuals. These projects will mirror our current
mission program; we will work on projects for local,
national, and international ministries. We will do this each
week from our own building (for the most part). Each week
will be independent from the other, offering individuals
the chance to participate on weeks of their choice
without needing to participate each week. There is little
to no preparation required on the participant’s part.
Please read below for the schedule of projects and a
short synopsis of each project.
NOVEMBER 4 │ We will be hosting our fourth
project “Stop Hunger Now” event in the church CAC.
We will again be packing meals to ship out to
#4
areas of the world where food security is low
or there has been a recent disaster that has led to a
shortage of food. This is a high energy event for people of
all ages. We will begin our work in the CAC at 5:00 PM
this night and we will enjoy the food we are packing for
dinner in Chitwood Hall starting at 4:45 PM. So come eat
and join us for a night of mission fun.
NOVEMBER 11 & 18 │ Tree of Bears is an
project annual project of First UMC Tuscaloosa
for many years. Each year we work with
#5
Tuscaloosa County Department of Human
Resources and help get Christmas presents for the foster
children in their care. This is a wonderful project that will
have some Sunday needs (if anyone could assist with
that, contact me!) like getting bears adopted by the
congregation. We will then gather, wrap, and deliver
these gifts to DHR for Christmas day.
For more information or to volunteer to assist with these
projects please call Joshua Davis at the 205.345.7261 or
e-mail him at jcd1177@charter.net

"i'm happiest when
i am giving"
BY DOT RICE

“I am happiest when I am
giving,” says long time FUMCT
member, Dot Rice. That’s why
you see a sweet smile on her face
whenever you see Dot. She gives
to the church.
For almost 20 years, Dot has been
involved in Congregational Care,
most notably, with the Agape/
Bereavement team. When a
family comes to the church to say
their final goodbyes to their
mother or father, Dot has been
there to welcome them, to serve
them lunch or to set up a
reception for the community and
church friends who come to pay
their respects to the family.
Many times, family and friends
give a financial donation to the
church in memory of their loved
one. Dot hand writes and mails
each acknowledgement. She
ensures that the family knows that
you remembered them in their
time of grief.
Dot said she lives by this prayer –
Bless me Father so that I may be
a blessing to others. Dot’s life of
giving is expressed best by
the words of the scripture
Jeremiah 31:13(b), “I will turn
their mourning into gladness;
I will give them comfort and joy
instead of sorrow.”

Paul says, "God loves a cheerful giver." This is a truly
amazing assertion. Paul assures us that the Lord takes a
special delight in those who are joyful, energetic givers. Is
there joy in your heart when you give? Can you truly be
characterized as a "cheerful giver"? Jesus himself said, “It is
more blessed to give than to receive,” and as adults we know
this to be true. When we see joy on the faces of our children
and loved ones when they receive something from us, we are joyful.
It is important to teach our children about cheerful giving through acts of kindness for
others. Whether they are bringing offering to church, making bags for the homeless,
shoe boxes for the orphanage in Africa, or taking a meal to a neighbor, they are giving!
Learning to give at an early age is pleasing to God and incorporates Biblical teaching
into their daily routine.
Children emulate what they see, and it is important for them to know that the adults in
their lives give to the church too. The benefits of giving your time, your presence, your
gifts, and your service are limitless. Find a way to be more active in the giving process
this fall. Talk to your children and young family members about working together to
please God and how you can be cheerful givers.

How Your Giving Affects Children’s Music
BY MANDY SMITH

All throughout God’s Word we are commanded to worship
God with singing, dancing, and playing of instruments.
Psalm 95:1 says, “O come, let us sing unto the Lord; let us
make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.” The book
of Psalms is filled with scripture referencing singing and
praising God. In I Chronicles 16:9, the author wrote, “Sing unto Him, sing psalms unto
Him, talk ye of all His wondrous works.” Our 3rd-5th grade choir is even named after
Psalm 150, which proclaims that we are to praise God with the sound of the trumpet,
stringed instruments, and loud cymbals. “Let everything that has breath praise the
Lord.” (Psalm 150:6)
At FUMCT, we are bringing up the next generation of worshippers, church musicians,
choir members, and praise team singers. When you give of your tithes and offerings,
you are helping us accomplish these things. Your giving helps provide us with sheet
music, musical instruments, and other musical supplies, but it also helps to pay for
our music interns that teach our Children’s Worship Arts groups on Wednesday nights.
CWA is also able to present Christmas and spring musicals every year because of your
tithes and offerings. When your child comes to Sunday school or WOW on Sunday
mornings, they are able to be lead in praise and worship music because of the
curriculum, staffing, and supplies paid for by church giving. We are so thankful for our
church members who give of their time and money to support the children at FUMCT!
It is not too late to join us on Wednesday nights at 6:00 PM for Children’s Worship
Arts! We would love for your child to be a part of our Christmas musical,
“An Out-of-the-Box Christmas”!
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stewardship

STEWARDSHIP

[stoo-erd-ship]
1. “The management or
care of something.”

and the

church congregant
B Y J O S H U A D AV I S

Each year, in the fall of the year, we in the church begin
to talk about the annual church budget and the
stewardship of the money we each work for in our daily
lives. We tie the term stewardship to our financial
campaigns and ask you to be good stewards of your
finances and to trust us, as staff, to be good stewards of
the resources provided by each of you, as congregants. I
would like for a moment to flip this term stewardship away
from a merely financial management term and back to
the biblical principle I personally feel it represents.
In Genesis 2:15 it states “Then the Lord God took man
and put him into the Garden of Eden to cultivate and
keep it.” This is the first lesson I ever learned from
my Bible. The Kingdom was given to us in a perfect
state and we as “man” have both the ability and
responsibility to care for and grow God’s Kingdom on
Earth. So how do we follow this first directive of God
to man? The answer I continually find lies back in the
definition of stewardship.
Each of us, individually have been gifted by the Lord
with talents and gifts. We are each very unique as to
the gifts we have been given. Some of us are great
counselors, some of us gifted empathizers, some of us
are courageous, some hard working, some given faith
to move mountains, some of us are prophetic speakers,
and yes, some of us have been granted opportunities
to advance financially. The point being each of us has
been granted gifts/talents, of which, we are required to

be good stewards. The following are rhetorical questions:
How have you shared the peace of God with a fellow
kingdom dweller? What grace have you extended to a
fellow “man?” How have you cared for the orphan and
the widow? How has your faith inspired others to seek
that faith? These are all areas of life, in which we have
to be good stewards. My prayer is that as you answer
the previous questions you feel challenged; challenged
by the Lord to see the world as it really is, challenged
to discover your talents/gifts, challenged to give those
gifts up to God’s people, challenged to care for “man,” in
God’s kingdom.
As you consider your gifts to the church for the coming
year, I hope you will consider all of your gifts/talents and
give accordingly of each of them. Yes, we need funds.
We need funds to feed, clothe, and educate orphans.
We need funds to assist with medical care and the
maintaining of a clinic in Honduras, and yes, we need
funds to help build church congregations here in the
U.S. and around the world. However, we also need you
reading to children in our local schools, assisting in
building homes for area residents through Habitat for
Humanity, and helping us pack food in our gym on
Wednesday, November 4 at 5:00 PM. Each of these and
the many more ways, we as a church, try to bring God’s
Kingdom to Earth require personal stewardship on each
of our parts. Please join me in personal growth in the
area of stewardship in the coming year.

t h e p o w e r o f p r ay e r

BY ANNETTE MILLS
Jim Mills was doing something he truly loved on Sunday afternoon, August
23—water-skiing. He sustained serious injuries following a fall while trick skiing
and was taken to UAB hospital from DCH via LifeFlight. Jim has had a difficult
recovery process after breaking his pelvis and other multiple internal injuries.
Jim and Annette credit the prayer and support from the church for his recovery.

“Over the past 8 weeks, the church has proven just how powerful prayer can be. I am convinced that prayer
has played a significant part in my physical healing and in the emotional needs of our family. Thank God for
those prayers and for those continuing to pray for us.”
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Georgia Buettner's

Story
There is not one particular Bible passage that inspires me to give. What inspires
me are all the wonderful blessings the Lord has showered on Louis and I and our
family. He has blessed us with an abundant and comfortable life. Even more
important, the Lord has blessed us with a wonderful family. We have three
children and nine grandchildren. Each one of them is a blessing beyond measure.
Some times our plans did not turn out as we expected; however, looking back
the Lord did the very best for our family.
We felt the Lord's grace and love particularly in two tragedies. Our younger son,
Chris, worked in Manhattan on September 11, 200l. He had just come out of
the subway when the second plane hit the towers. The office building he worked
in was not damaged and no harm came to his co-workers. However, it took him
6 to 7 hours to get back to Queens where he lived, walking most of the way. In
spite of all the chaos of that day, Chris arrived home safely.
On June 15, 2000, our grandson, Kennedy, age 4 at the time, drowned in a swimming pool. He was revived
by his father, our son who is physician, but the prognosis for his survival without brain damage was very
grim. After weeks in Children's Hospital, Kennedy left the hospital riding on his Poppie's (Louis) shoulders.
Kennedy looked weak, but had none of the damage that was feared after not breathing for 10 minutes. This
was God's grace and a miracle for our family. Kennedy is now a sophomore at Samford University and was
on the Dean's list as a freshman.
There is not a day that goes by that I do not thank God for the grace and love He has shown us. Giving to the
church and the work of the Lord is just our small way of showing gratitude to Jesus Christ for all the many
blessings He has bestowed on us. It takes all of us, as members of the church, to show the love of Christ to
others by helping them spiritually and serving the needs of those who need our help.

I promise...
To uphold the United Methodist Church and this congregation with...

MY PRAYERS

MY PRESENCE
MY GIFTS
MY SERVICE
MY WITNESS
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Oncology Nurse

BY SUSAN KIZZIAH

HOW GIVING CHANGES
PEOPLE'S LIVES
IN OUR
CHURCH ACTIVITY CENTER
BY LINDA DUNN

I promised
myself I would
become more
involved in the
church, so I
signed up a
Bible Study
during Lent- there was only one
option that fit with my work schedule.
Little did I know, this was God's plan
all along. After weeks of community
and fellowship, the mission trip to
Honduras was mentioned. This trip
tugged at my heart; I was thirsty for
more. I followed my gut (or the Holy
Spirit) and signed up. With no idea
how I was going to fund this trip, I
emailed my group for ideas and
donations. By the next morning, my
group assured me that everything
would be covered. I was overfilled
and overjoyed; God had provided
quickly and abundantly. And God
continued to provide with one of the
most humbling and grace-filled trips
I've been blessed to attend. The
experiences and relationships
cultivated in Honduras are
unforgettable. I can never thank
my group, my Bible study and my
mission team, enough for all of their
support, love, and encouragement
as we whole-heartedly listened to our
great Father's plan.
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Small Group Studies

Claire Turner
Honduras Mission Trip 2015
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We are so blessed to
have such a nice gym,
indoor walking track,
and fitness room at
FUMC. Many of our
members have
expressed to me it is
so important for them
to be physically fit to handle life’s challenges. We
have opportunities for children’s basketball and girls’
softball through our volunteer coaches. We offer
eight free exercise classes a week to our community.
Here are some comments from our church members,
Jody and Nini Jobson, who exercise here.

“We build a healthy, strong body.
We learn good fitness habits. It is free!
We develop new friends and spend time
with old friends. Our class members are
always glad to see us! We are a support
group for each other. We are
and outreach for FUMCT. We are
a multigenerational group. We
are a church! We have fabulous
instructors! We laugh a lot!”

Small group studies, typically offered on
Wednesday nights as part of our church’s
Wednesday Night Alive program, allow us to grow
spiritually, get to know members of our church
family on a more intimate level, and change lives!
One such course, offered in the spring semester of
2015, changed our lives at a time when we faced
an uncertain future.
In May 2014, Jan was “downsized” from a mining
company where he was Vice President of one of
the company’s divisions. When someone is over
the age of 60 and has worked in a now “dying”
field for over 40 years, the outlook for becoming reemployed is rather
bleak. At an age when relocating to a state several hundreds of miles
away was not an attractive option, we held on to our desire to stay in
Tuscaloosa where our family, friends, church, and “roots” were firmly
established. However, without Jan’s income, some decisions had to
be made.
Months went by, and we had not made a single decision about
changing our current lifestyle to accommodate the change in income.
We lived in a large home in town and had a “farm” in Pickens County
on which a small cabin was located. The house was not paid for – the
farm was debt free. “What should we do” was the question on our
minds every day, yet we remained frozen in indecision.
Our church offered a course based on a book written by Andy Stanley,
Ask It. The course was supposed to teach us the one question we
could ask that would revolutionize how we could make better
decisions. This sounded perfect for us, since we were making no
decisions at all! You may be asking, “What is the best question?”
Based on scripture found in Ephesians 5: 15-17, which states,
“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is,” we learned
that the best question to ask is “What is the wise thing to do?”
We began to pray that we would be able to make wise choices
regarding what we should do in our new life situation. When
considering the questions, “what is the wise thing to do based on
past experiences, what is the wise thing to do based on our present
circumstances, and what is the wise thing to do based on our future
hopes and dreams,” the answer became clear. Sell what we did not
need and did not own outright, and move to the property that was
paid for and have no outstanding debt. Thanks be to God, the house
sold in 54 days and we were able to transition to a debt-free cozy
cabin in the woods!
FUMCT’s small group studies change lives – it certainly changed ours!

BY ELIZABETH CHESHIRE
I give you a new
commandment, that you love
one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should
love one another. By this
everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”
—John 13:34-35
Elizabeth Cheshire has been
in Stephen Ministry for many
years. “What I appreciate
about the ministry is that the
focus is love, care and
understanding in a
confidential atmosphere,”
remarked Elizabeth recently
as she described her
experiences being a
Stephen Minister at the
First United Methodist
Church in Montgomery.
Elizabeth tells the story of the
difference this ministry made
for one elderly woman.
The woman was a childless
widow who had moved to an
assisted living facility. She
was very lonely. Elizabeth
visited her once a week,
listening to her cares and
concerns and celebrating her
joys. During a period of many
months, Elizabeth became her
close and supportive friend.
There is a difference between
being alone and being lonely.
What’s the difference?
God’s love...and Elizabeth
Cheshire’s visits!

1

8

15

22

23

16
Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Interval Training
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Aerobics Workout
9 AM

29

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

ANgels & Advent
activities
@ 4pm

30
Aerobics Training
9 AM

Fitness:
Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Senior
Fitness
Sunday School @ 10 AM
8 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM
No Fitness Classes
Sunday School @ 10 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

Turkey & Tinsel
@ 10AM-4PM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Sunday School @ 10 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Sunday School @ 10 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

DISCIPLE FAST
TRACK @ 4PM

All saints'
sunday

2

9

Interval Training
9 AM

M

Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Fitness:
Sunday School @ 10 AM Senior Fitness
8 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

Su
3

W
4

11

Stop hunger now
event in cac

24

2015

ll/winter

26

19

12

5

27

@ 7PM in sanctuary

ethos ensemble
alelluia concert

20
Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
StepAttack
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

6

13

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

F

No Fitness Classes No Fitness Classes

Th

Sa

No WNA! Happy
Thanksgiving!

Thanksgiving holiday

25
No Fitness Classes

Dinner @ 5 PM
Classes @ 6 PM

fa

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK
@ 11AM & 6PM

18

Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

17 Fitness:

No Fitness Classes

Fitness:
TBC 9 AM

2015

ll/winter

Dinner @ 5 PM
Classes @ 6 PM

fa

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK
@ 11AM & 6PM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM YOGA 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

10

@ 5:45PM -parker
fireside rm

Celebration circle

Fitness:
Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
No 5:30 Class

Tu

NOVEMBER 2015

28

21

14

7

