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Celebrating new beginnings: A

Story of 250 the 1

Easter is that time of year when we celebrate new life and new growth. The signs of
growth are happening all around us. When you enter the sanctuary, you see two new
musical instruments that help us give glory to God in worship. The Sunday after Easter
we celebrated New Baby Sunday and recognized 17 new children born in 2014, and even
baptized one of those children. At the end of the 11 AM service that same Sunday, three
josh hickman,
Associate Pastor
new families joined our church. And as I am sure you are aware, my family is getting ready
for a new journey in our life and ministry as I assume leadership as Senior Pastor of Wedowee FUMC in June.
It was Ash Wednesday, and I was called to visit with a woman who had come to the church to speak to a pastor. As we began to talk, she shared with me that she was new to the Christian faith. She had been an atheist
much of her life, but through the spiritual guidance of her husband and her employer she had recently accepted
Christ. She further explained that she wanted her first act of Christian worship to be on Ash Wednesday with the
impostion of ashes.
However, because she would not be able to attend the evening's Ash Wednesday worship service, an impromptu
Ash Wednesday service was held especially for her in the Chapel. With no robe, no choir, no sermon, and a
simple Tupperware bowl of ashes, I engaged in an extremely meaningful experience with a new believer as I
rubbed the sign of the cross with ashes onto her forehead. Later that night as we worshiped with 250 members
of our congregation, I thought, “Wow, 250 and the 1!” Indeed there are signs of new growth and life happening
all around us! And sometimes, that new growth and life happens without anyone else noticing, except the person
the growth is happening in, and our God.
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back to basics

Dr. Ken Dunivant, Senior PAstor

wo years ago, I attended a conference in Atlanta sponsored by the Large
Church Initiative of the United Methodist Church. Chip Ingram, pastor, scholar,
author, and Bible teacher extraordinaire delivered the opening address. It was
good. Last week a colleague reminded a small group of North Alabama preachers of the major points of that address. Today, that message is still excellent. A
change in the context in which I heard the words again, changed that message from good to
great. Here are the simple theological reminders Ingram offered.

God is good. Psalm 84
Life is hard. John 16:33
God is in control. Romans 8:28
God is able. Jeremiah 32:17
God knows what is best for me. Romans 11:33-36
I hope these reminders are helpful to you.
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church features

church happenings & about our congregation

PRAISE BE TO GOD!

baptisms

welcome | new members

■ Sutton

Reese Winningham,
daughter of Megan & Brett
Winningham
■ Lucy May Creel, daughter of
Kara & Cameron Creel

Dr. James Seay, Director of Music & Worship

If you came to our Easter Sunday morning services or the Consecration Service on April 12th, then you know that our Sanctuary has
received a new worship leader with a new look and a new sound!
Our Randall Dyer and Assoc, Inc. Opus 98 Pipe Organ with 45 ranks
and 2,580 pipes is now leading our corporate worship in the Sanctuary of FUMCT!

Chris & Bill Chesser

Now, we continue to praise God and thank all of the over 400 people who have given to the campaign for
these fine instruments of worship. If we remain faithful to our Harvest Campaign pledges, the Sounds of
Glory Organ Campaign will be totally funded and we will be left with no debt for the campaign!

DVANCES IN COMMUNICATIONS

Ashley Green, Director of Communications

And we know that God causes
everything to work together for the
good of those who love God and are
called according to his purpose for
them. -Romans 8:28

The way in which the world communicates has changed
rapidly over the past few years, and it’s changed for the
church, too. Today the ways in which churches communicate are nearly endless…electronic
Ashley Green
and printed newsletters, websites, informational brochures, blogs, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, to name a few! As you see, the role of communications within the church has grown significantly,
and it will only continue to grow as we move deeper into the Information Age.
Eighteen months ago I took on the role of Director of Communications for FUMCT on a part-time basis. In
that short time, the position has quickly grown to require full-time hours. Due to personal demands I am
unable to give more than part-time hours, but I am very pleased to announce that on May 11, Liz Kindred
will take my place on the church staff as the Director of Communications on a full-time basis. Liz has a
Bachelor of Arts in Communication & Information Sciences from The University of Alabama,
and most recently served as the Communication Specialist with the United Methodist Children’s Home. We look forward to Liz joining the First Church family as we continue to move
our church forward!
I would like to thank Dr. Ken Dunivant for providing me the opportunity to serve on our
church staff these past 1 ½ years. When I took on this role, I had no idea what a joy it would
be to witness first-hand the amazing work that is taking place through First Church. It truly
is a privilege to be a part of such generous, loving and thriving church! I look forward to continuing to serve through FUMCT as a faithful church member.

Claire Turner

Recent births

On April 12th, we consecrated both the new pipe organ and the new
Shigeru Kawai SK-3 Conservatory Grand piano to the Glory of God
and the continued excellence of inspiring worship in our Sanctuary.
Former organist, Dr. Patrick Scott, organist Will Young, our organist
Susan Goode, and I, along with the Adult Chancel Choir, Orchestra,
and Baritone soloist, Dr. Chris O’Rear presented a Consecration
Service that included the Maurice Durufle Requiem, the Vaughan
Williams Five Mystical Songs, and a newly commissioned piece for the occasion composed by world
renowned composer, Rene Clausen. It was a day and service to remember!
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Bob Haver & Ginny
Miller

Jackie Mason, Allison
Sumrall & daughter, Parker

■ Anna Scott Baker, daughter of Mary Kathryn & Ted Baker
■ Norah Rae Crisp, daughter of Hannah & Cody Crisp
■ Emma Elise Kniphfer, daughter of Anna & Andrew Kniphfer, granddaughter of Courtney Allmand Oglesby
and Randy (Dana) Oglesby.
■ Cleveland “Clee” Crawford Strickland, son of Dayna & Kris Strickland and grandson of Pam & Charles
Crawford.
■ Ella Lucille Zinkand, daughter of Marta & David Zinkand of Scottsdale, AZ, granddaughter of Allison &
Bobby Sherrill and great-granddaughter of Dot Winters.

Sympathy to...
■ Jennifer (Ronnie) Colvin in the death of her grandfather, Glenn Ellenson of Minnesota, and her cousin,
Jacqueline Davidson of Missouri.
■ Shelley (Michael) Jordan in the death of her mother, Allyson Shelley Davis of Headland, Alabama.
■ Anne “Bunny” McNeff in the death of her daughter, Shirley Anne McNeff Hartselle, of Birmingham.
■ Hal (Mary) Sproul in the death of his stepfather, Glenn Ellenson of Minnesota.
■ Mary (Hal) Sproul in the death of her niece, Jacqueline Davidson of Missouri.

attendance & budget
ATTENDANCE		

			

TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
WOW						
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL			
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL		
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
YOUTH 		

		

FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING BUDGET
BUILDING BUDGET
ORGAN
DESIGNATED GIVING

3.22.15
776
N/A
215
42
37
N/A

$29,881.99
$6,420.10
$7,484.00
$760.00

3.29.15

4.5.15		

1,124
11
312
71
39
58

2,465
101
N/A
N/A
80
N/A

$33,119.12
$12,904.65
$3,082.00
$740.00

$71,470.47
$7,436.03
$2,002.00
$10,565.60

4.12.15
918
31
281
64
47
57

$44,776.20
$1,844.67
$25,232.01
$1,811.42

This is a publication of first united methodist church tuscaloosa.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM. CDs of Traditions & DVDs of The Bridge are available
in the church office. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext. 15 for more information. Listen to sermons on our website at
www.fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon.

Liz Kindred

address • 800 greensboro ave , tuscaloosa, al 35401
phone • 205.345.7261 | fax • 205.345.7263 | web • www.fumct.org | after hours pastoral emergency line • 205.886.7177

10 church happenings

Faith • Hope • Love in Action

may meetings

● Celebration Circle │ Tuesday, May 5 at 6:00
PM at the home of Glenda Kilgore, 4307 Hillsboro Drive (Hillsdale Subdivision) │
Annual Pot Luck Salad Dish Social Meeting
● Executive Committee Meeting │ Monday, May
4 at 5:15 PM in the Parker Fireside Room
● Charlotte Shamblin Bible Study Circle │
Monday, May 4 at 12:00 in Chitwood Hall (Joint
Luncheon)
● Crafts Circle │ Every Wednesday of May from
1:00 - 4:00 PM in the Dee Krupp Crafts Room
● Faith and Friendship Circle │Monday, May 4
at 12:00 in Chitwood Hall (Joint Luncheon)
● Circle of Hope │ Wednesday, May 13 at 7:00
PM, Location TBD
● Wesleyan Circle │ Monday, May 18 at 2:00
PM in the Parker Fireside Room

UMW Joint
Luncheon
Make your plans now for the joint
luncheon with the First Presbyterian
Church ladies! This year the luncheon
will be at FUMCT in Chitwood Hall
on May 4 from 12:00 to 2:00 PM.
Ellen Potts, Director of Habitat for
Humanity, will be the speaker. To
reserve your spot, please call Jerri
McCreless at 205-331-2600.

Save the
Date!

Saturday, July 11

Springtime Tulip River Cruise
by Collette Vacations

March 30-April 7, 2016 on Lueftner
Cruises | Take a 7-night cruise on Dutch
and Belgian Waterways. ONLY 7 cabins double
occupancy available. First come, first served.
Don't wait to register. Contact Ethelyn Stuhr at
205.799.6841 or ethelynkstuhr@gmail.com.

Congratulations

pl

UMW
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church features

More than half of all Americans lack a properly executed will. Developing a will is
a blessing to your family to help them avoid costs, delays, stress and misunderstandings. It is also a way to make sure that your plans are carried out as you
wish. If you want to leave a legacy for our church, make sure your will includes
FUMCT. It can be a simple statement such as, “After the bills are paid, I want
to tithe (give 10%) my estate to the church.” Or you can specify an amount from
your estate to be transferred to the church.

Recently, the church received word that Edna Turner had left 25% of her estate
to our church. Miss Turner joined the church in 1947 on profession of faith and served here faithfully for
almost 70 years. Her gift will allow us to develop new ministries and strengthen our commitment to missions -- impacting lives of people who never had the chance to know her.
With a will, you can decide what your legacy to the church will be. Please remember the church in your will.

to the following people
for making a commitment
to complete the

Forty Days of Fitness
during LENT 2015.

Mary Lee
Suzanne Crump
Beverly May
Tracie Turner
Betty Fagen
Linda Selby
Jeanette Todd
Traci McDaniel
Virginia Wimberley
Amber Norris
Lisa Hembree
Cliff Hembree
Linda Dunn
Glenn Long

Girl's Slow pitch softball update

Schedule of games for FUMC Girls’ Softball is available at www.tcpara.org under YOUTH ATHLETICS.
Come support our teams.
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heart soul
Songs of Love & Spirit
World Premiere of
The Starry Night by Ola Gjeilo

Sunday, May 3, 2015
at 3:00 PM
in the Sanctuary of FUMCT
Dr. James Seay, Conductor
Susan Goode, Pianist
Tuscaloosa Symphony
Orchestra String Quartet

$12 for adults and
$8 for seniors
and students.
Tickets sold at the door.

Easter Sunday 2015
We had an extraordinary
Easter Sunday with 2,465 people
celebrating our risen Savior
in worship. Thank you to
everyone involved who helped
make it possible!

4 family ministries

congregational care
Registration begins May 3 in the Welcome
Center, or register online at fumct.org. Cost: $5 when
registered by June 7; $10 after June 7.

c h i l d r e n ’ s m i n i st ry

Kiddie Kollege Preschool Spring Program on
March 12

Easter Egg Hunt on March 22

Volunteers Needed! A large team of volunteers is
required to make VBS a wonderful week for the more
than 200 children who will learn about the love of
Jesus! Please contact children@fumct.org to let us
know you are up for the challenge!
Mark your calendars to assist with decorating: Wednesday, June 10
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Thursday, June 11 from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Saturday, June
13 from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Sunday, June 14 from 12 noon – 5 p.m.
Breakdown Friday, June 19 from 9 a.m. – 12 noon.
Items needed to help turn FUMCT into the snowy peaks of Everest.
Let us Borrow...

Please Donate by May 7...

• Tents
• Sleeping Bags
• Rope
• Carabiners
• Snow Shoes
• Hiking Boots
• Camping Tea Kettles, Pots & Pans
• Ski Clothes
• Bungee Cords
• Camping Lanterns
• Wooden Crates

• Empty clean 2 & 3 liter plastic
soft drink bottles
• Empty clean plastic 1 gallon milk
or juice jugs

Bring by the 2nd floor children’s area on
Sunday mornings, or contact us to coordinate
drop off – children@fumct.org. Be sure to
mark items with your full name & phone
number, items will be returned after VBS.

Easter Butterfly Release

Bins located in the Main Office & Welcome Center

wow | The final WOW for the spring will be Sunday, May 24.
WOW takes a break during the summer months to give children the
opportunity to worship in “big” church with their families. The break
also gives our WOW leaders a much deserved break. WOW will resume Sunday, September 13.
Many thanks to our devoted WOW hosts and leaders who help make this important
ministry possible.
FUMCT

Palm Sunday

Please Donate by June 1...
• Empty and clean tin cans –
i.e. soup or vegetable cans
• Empty paper towel rolls

souled

out

Souled Out Sundays | Final S.O.S. for the semester was April 26.
S.O.S. will resume in the fall.

Souled Out help needed | We are still in need of parent
helpers for the Sunday School hour! NO prep is required! Please
consider helping any Sunday you have available! Contact children@fumct.org.

Easter Butterfly Release

Kiddie Kollege Preschool | Registration for the 2015-16 is still open to the
public. A fee of $50 is required with registration form. Contact Crystal Hollyhand
at 205.345.7261, ext. 24 or kiddiekollege@fumct.org. Check out our facebook
page at kiddiekollegefumct.

Making disciples

Transforming LIves

Make a Memory
A home baked goodie, a hug, a smile, a flower, a prayer... FUMCT
members Jane and Jerry Eure never come empty handed when they
visit our members who are in nursing homes.
Jerry recalls a picture on
the wall in one resident's
room of her beloved
shitzu dog. That picture
sparked a conversation
about dogs-the Eure's
have a shitzu too-and a
special visit to the nursing
home from Candi.   Candi
snuggles close to the
resident, resting in her lap
while she's fondly petted.
Smiles break out and Candi's tail wags!
Jane and Jerry are showing the love of God by
loving and caring for our aging members in
a most special way.
For information about serving with the Nursing Home Visitation Team
or through any Congregational Care Ministry, contact Susan Kizziah
at susank@fumct.org or at 205.345.7261, ext. 26.
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Card Care Team | Each month,
members of our congregation mail
greeting cards to church members
celebrating 85+ birthdays, to new
members of our church, to those
who have been baptized, and to
members who have lost loved
ones, who have been ill or in the
hospital, and who have special concerns or live in retirement communities. The cards for the month of
May will be available for pickup on
Sunday, May 10th. Assignments will
be in a basket on the Receptionist’s desk in the church office.
Quarter Sunday – May 31st
On May 31st, please remember to
bring quarters (we take dollar bills)
for our hospital parking expense
ministry. Members of our church
family who are in the hospital are
given a hospital "goodie bag" which
includes snacks, puzzle books,
coloring books for children, tissues,
small notepads, pens, and other
items that might be helpful to the
patient and family members. The
goodie bags also contain quarters
and dollar bills for parking fees.
Since parking fees at DCH have
increased, more quarters are
needed! Thank you!

S t e p h e n M i n i s t ry
Update

The Stephen Series, for which FUMCT will soon begin training, benefits many others besides those who receive the care of their Stephen Ministers. The Stephen
ministers grow greatly as they learn about helping others. They learn about themselves. As the hurting members of our congregation grow stronger through this
caring ministry, the whole church is built up and made stronger. And, of course,
we all can have the confident knowledge that when the pains of life come our
way, someone will always be there, ready to care for us, to bring God’s love to us
in a special, personal way. Perhaps God is calling you to be one of these caring,
committed servants who offer his love to those who are hurting. If you would like to learn more about being a
Stephen Minister, please contact Susan Kizziah at susank@fumct.org or 205-345-7261 ext. 26.

8 MISSIONS & OUTREACH

family ministries

Upcoming Mission Opportunities
Mechuwuna Methodist Camp
Winthrop, Maine | June 19-28, 2015

El Vergel Agriculture School
Angol, Chile | October 30 – November 7, 2015

First Church is forming a mission team to work
building wheelchair ramps for each of the
cabins at the Mechuwuna Methodist Camp in
Maine. There will also be a clothing ministry
and nursing home ministry taking place during this mission trip. The final details of this
team are in the process of being developed.
For more information, contact mission team
leader Dorothy Raymond at 205-394-4787 or
rraymond1887@charter.net, or Joshua Davis at
345-7261, ext. 52.

A mission team is being formed to work with our
long-time missionary partner John Elmore. The
group will work at the agriculture school for the
local Mapuche Indian (Chilean Natives) population
providing construction work, a relational ministry,
and ministering to children. The cost is estimated
to be between $1,500- $1,800 (depending on flight
costs). This is a wonderful connectional ministry of
the United Methodist Church that we pray you will
consider joining. For more information, please contact Darrell Johnson at dwjohnson96@gmail.com.

ATTENTION Parents!

Children's Books Needed for Our Partner School's Students

Donations of children’s books are needed to distribute to students at Central
Elementary and Martin L. King, Jr. Elementary schools to have for summer reading.
Because students are not allowed to check out books from the school library during the
summer, and because many do not have children’s books at home, we are collecting books for
students at these schools so they can continue reading throughout the summer. If you have any children’s
books of various reading levels for students in Kindergarten through 5th grades that you wish to donate,
please bring them to the church office before May 15th.

On Saturday, Feb. 14, approximately
150 members of FUMCT gathered in the
Church Activity Center and packed more
than 40,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now
as part of our bi-annual Global Impact Celebration. Thank you to everyone who took
part in this worthy effort to help end world
hunger! These packaged meals were
recently delivered to El Salvador where
they will be distributed by Stop Hunger
Now partner, Convoy of Hope, a faithbased, humanitarian-relief organization
that feeds children through the Latin
American Childcare initiative. Thank
you again for making a difference in the
lives of children and their families all
over the world.

Meals

Delivered

student ministries

O

n Sunday, May 3, high school seniors of FUMCT will be
recognized during the 11:00 AM Traditions worship service.
Seniors and their families are encouraged to join together at
a continetial breakfast at 10:00 AM in Horton Cafe, and then attend
worship at 11:00 in the Sanctuary. Questions should be directed to
Christy Copeland at christy@fumct.org.
Cole Brennan Martin

Hillcrest High School
Son of Sherri & Marston Martin

Lee Rebecca Almond

Elizabeth Malone Johnson

Lucy Abigail Pollock

Julianne Mary-Louise Babin

Rainer Katherine Jones

Heather Marie Rabbit

Montez LaShawn Bell

James Waverly King III

William Reid Ryan

Katie Elizabeth Burnett

Lauren Michelle L'Etang

Bradford James Shaw

Alex Keith Fergerson

Graham Nicholls Limbaugh

William Grier Stewart

Jessica Lynn Fergerson

Abigail Reed Livingston

Lee Shepherd Wicks

John Austin Higginbotham

Stevan Tucker Marcus

Andrew Nix Williams

Northridge High School
Daughter of Cynthia & Brad Almond
American Christian Academy
Daughter of Sarah & Beckham Palmer
Northridge High School
Son of Gloria & Steve Lamon
Tuscaloosa County High School
Daughter Lori & Greg Burnett
Oakhill School
Son of Barbara & Ken Dunivant
Northridge High School
Daughter of Barbara & Ken Dunivant

First Church will host a meeting on Monday, May 18 at
5:30 PM. in the Parker-Fireside Room to begin planning
for the building of several United Methodist Habitat Homes.
If you have an interest in being involved with these building projects, or if you want to
simply learn more about what
volunteer opportunities are
available through this ministry, please join us.
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Northridge High School
Son of Kristi & John Higginbotham

Northridge High School
Daughter of Beth Ann & Warner Johnson
Holy Spirit High School
Daughter of Kelly & Leonard Jones

Tuscaloosa County High School
Daughter of Michelle & Leo L’Etang
Northridge High School
Son of Robin Collins & Nick Limbaugh
Northridge High School
Daughter of Amy & Todd Livingston
Northridge High School
Son of Karen & Stevan Marcus

May 3 | VBS Youth Volunteer Training at 10:00
AM in Callahan.
June 19-21 | Big Stuff Summer Camp
Incredible worship and fun at the beach. This trip is
currently full. Please be in prayer for this event as
our students grow closer together into their savior.
August 14-16 | Discovery 2015: Surrender
This event is currently full. To be placed on a waiting
list, contact Charlee Rogers at charlee@fumct.org.

Northridge High School
Daughter of Sheila & Chipper Rabbit
Northridge High School
Son of Laura & Dave Ryan

Northridge High School
Son of Elisabeth & Jim King

Lo o k i n g A h e a d . . .

Bryant High School
Daughter of Paige & Steve Pollock

Hillcrest High School
Son of Lynn & Bobby Shaw
Northridge High School
Son of Janice & Grier Stewart
Northridge High School
Son of Cindy & Beau Wicks
Hillcrest High School
Son of Melinda & Brad Williams

High School Summer
Bible Study
June 10, 17 & July 1, 15, 22

Want to grow deeper in your
understanding of who Jesus is?
Join us for Bible Study at The Stegall’s house
(2813 Yorktown Drive - Riverchase)
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17

24
Last WOW until Fall

Bridge @ 9&11 AM

Sunday School @ 10 AM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM

Worship

Bridge @ 9&11 AM

Sunday School @ 10 AM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM

Worship

Card Care Team Pick Up
(pg. 9)

Bridge @ 9&11 AM

Sunday School @ 10 AM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM

Worship

VBS Registration Begins

Ethos Heart & Soul
Concert @ 3 PM
(pg. 8)

Senior Recognition
Sunday @ 11 AM
Traditions

Bridge @ 9&11 AM

Sunday School @ 10 AM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM

Worship

Quarter Sunday

Bridge @ 9&11 AM

Sunday School @ 10 AM

Traditions @ 9&11 AM

Worship

su
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church office
& cac closed

day

memorial

No Fitness Classes

Wesleyan Circle
(pg. 10)

Habitat Home Build
Interest Meeting @
5:30 PM (pg. 8)

18
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Aerobics Workout 9 AM

11
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Interval Workout 9 AM

Executive Committee
Meeting (pg. 10)

UMW Joint Luncheon
(pg. 10)

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Aerobics Workout 9 AM

M

5

26

19

12

Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM

Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM

Fitness:
TBC 9 AM

Celebration Circle
(pg. 10)

Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM

Tu

W

6

Craft Circle (pg. 10)

27
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
TBC 5:30 PM

Craft Circle (pg. 10)

20
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

Circle of Hope (pg. 10)

Craft Circle (pg. 10)

13
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
TBC 5:30 PM

Craft Circle (pg. 10)
Circle of Hope (pg. 10)

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

may 2015

church-wide
calendar

Th

28

21

14

7

8

1

29
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Step&Sculpt 9 AM

22
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Step&Sculpt 9 AM

Deadline for donations of children's
books (pg. 8)

15
Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Step&Sculpt 9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Step&Sculpt 9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
Step Attack 9 AM

F

Sa

30

23
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9
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