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A NOTE FROM JESSE
R E V. J E S S E T O S T E N , A S S O C I AT E PA S T O R
On January 21st, Ken and I shared the vision
of our Bicentennial year during the morning
worship services. The celebration of our
Bicentennial is more than just a look back – it is
about loving God more deeply and loving our
neighbor more fully. It is about reaching out to
the community and inviting people to become
disciples of Jesus Christ. This year, 2018 has the power to
change our lives and those around us!
In order to bring about that type of change we have identified
three goals that we want each member of our congregation to
share in:
We are asking every First Church member to commit to 200
hours of devotional life 2018. An example of this might look like:
52 hours - Sunday morning worship
52 hours - Sunday school
90 hours (roughly) - Fifteen minutes of daily prayer,
scripture or devotional reading
We are asking every First Church member to commit to joining
a team in order to complete 200 hours of service in 2018. In
order to achieve significant impact, we suggest teams of four.

An example of this might look like:
Each team member serving one hour per week
Thus, 4 hours weekly x 52 weeks = 208 hours in 2018.
While we encourage teams of four, you may decide to
complete the 200-hour service goal with your family, Sunday
school class, group of friends, volunteer team, etc.
We want to welcome 200 new members to First Church in
2018. Our desire to grow by 200 new members has much less
to do with a desire for internal growth as a church and much
more to do with our desire to see lives changed for Jesus and
our impact in the community around us.
Yet, to achieve such a lofty goal, we need every member’s
help. We need you to invite your friends, co-workers,
neighbors to church. More than just an invitation, we need
to individually begin fostering intentional relationships with
people in our lives in order to share the love of Christ with
them.
Imagine the difference we can make for our church and
community this year by pursuing these goals! The future
of our church is dependent on the choices you and I make
today. It’s on us. No one will do it for us. We have a great
responsibility to keep running the race set before us. Join us in
2018 as we continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world!

D R . K E N D U N I V A N T, S E N I O R PA S T O R

Education has been important to Methodism and to our church from its earliest days. Our conference
raised $300,000 in the 1850s to start Southern University in Greensboro. In 1918, Southern merged with
a college in Birmingham and is now known as Birmingham Southern College. We were involved in the
education of women with the Tuskaloosa Female Academy which was located in
the College Park area near the University Club. Leaders of our church have served
at the University of Alabama since its founding in 1831. Others have served as
faculty and staff at Stillman College and Shelton State Community College.
Throughout the history of this church, the education of children and young adults
has been a priority. Today there are over 6,000 students at the University of
Alabama who identify themselves as Methodist. We will be recognizing our close
relationship to UA in the morning worship services on February 25th.
Dr. Judy Bonner, former president of the University and member of our
congregation and Coach Bill Battle, former athletic director and member of our
congregation will be speaking at both services that morning. Dr. Bonner will
speak in Traditions and Coach Battle will speak in the Bridge.
We will be expressing our appreciation to the teachers, staff and administrators of
all the schools—pre-schools, elementary, middle and high schools and institutions
of higher education including UA, Shelton State College and Stillman College.
We are asking your children to invite their teachers as a part of our expression
of thanks for the difference educators make in our lives. If you are an educator,
active or retired, we want to honor you too. Be there! It will be a great event!
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CONGREGATIONAL INFORMATION

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Phoenix House
Transitional Home Build

We are going to build a house! If you worked on the Habitat house and enjoyed your work, or if
you missed that great team building opportunity of giving the gift of “home” to someone who is
homeless, we need you. This time, we are working with the Phoenix House.
The Phoenix House, Inc. of Tuscaloosa, Alabama is a
freestanding, non-profit transitional housing facility
(Level III.01 and III.1) that began operation in the late
1960’s as a half-way house for alcoholic men. It evolved
to its current mission and structure in 1994. During this
period, the Phoenix House provided opportunities for
addiction recovery in both residential and outpatient
levels of care. The primary mission is to assist individuals
in their recovery from alcohol and drug addiction and help them return to society as productive
members. Success is achieved through individual, group and family counseling, vocational and
adult education, life skills training, and job training/placements.
A Transitional Home is a bridge -- a point of transition. In the case of persons recovering from
alcoholism or drug addiction, it is a conduit between a primary treatment program for substance
abuse and a return to life and work in their community. It is a place to continue to learn and
change with structured support.
The length of stay is determined by the client’s needs. The Phoenix House offers residents
opportunities to change. These opportunities are numerous and are offered in a positive,
structured environment designed to be free of negative peer pressures, financial pressures and
countless external influences that affects early recovery. Change is primarily accomplished
through individual and group counseling combined with community based twelve-step groups.
The residents of Phoenix House are provided food, clothing, shelter, employment opportunities
and transportation. This is where we as a congregation step in to assist the Phoenix House!
We will begin building our fourth transitional house this Spring. We will have the schedule
prepared in early February and you can sign up online or by calling the church office.
Our volunteers will be working on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Specific tasks will be noted on
each date so you can sign up to learn a new skill or use a skill you have developed. We will need
volunteers to help pour the foundation, frame up the walls, place sheetrock, paint, prepare and serve
lunches, check volunteers in each work day and so much more. We will need 10-15 workers each day.
We hope you will prayerfully consider joining us in this outreach opportunity. For more information
please contact Joshua Davis at 205-345-7261 ext 102.
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DEATHS | SYMPATHIES
• Sympathy to Jimmy (Ashley) Mixson on the death of his father, Dr.
Maurice Mixson, DMD of Darien, Georgia on January 11, 2018.

• Sympathy to John (Claire) Brock on the death of his aunt, Martha
Davis Barton of Greensboro, Alabama on December 26, 2017.

• Sympathy to Mark (Jennifer) Wright on the death of his niece Anna
Langdon of Gordo, Alabama on January 12, 2018. Sympathy also to
cousins Jake and Austin Wright.

• Sympathy to Ashley (Kerry) Malone on the death of her father,
Dennis Grissom of Piedmont, Alabama on December 26, 2017.
• Sympathy to Judy Hall on the death of her brother, Van Hall of
Hayden, Alabama on December 13, 2017.

• Sympathy to Chris (Leigh) Wright on the death of his mother Ann
Wright of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on January 14, 2018. Sympathy also to
grandchildren Allie and John Wright.

• Sympathy to Susan Herndon Caples on the death of her father-inlaw, Dennis Herndon of Eutaw, Alabama on December 20, 2017.

• Sympathy to Daniel (Lacy) Lavender on the death of his grandfather,
Andrew Wright, Jr. of Forkland, Alabama. Sympathy also to great
grandchildren Lawrence and Camper Lavender.

• Sympathy to Lisa (Cliff) Hembree on the death of her father, Paul
Roberts of Tampa, Florida on December 14, 2017. Sympathy also to
grandchildren Pate and Price Hembree.

• In thanksgiving for his life Stephen L. Smith, Sr. of Tuscaloosa, Alabama
who died on January 10, 2018. Sympathy to his wife Carole Smith.

• Sympathy to Pat Graham on the recent death of her brother, Philip
Thomas of Tuscaloosa, AL.

• In thanksgiving for her life Joan C. Ingram of Tuscaloosa, Alabama who
died on January 8, 2018. Sympathy to her husband Bomar Ingram.

• In thanksgiving for his life Stephen L. Smith, Sr. of Tuscaloosa,

• Sympathy to Laura (Dean) Severance on the death of her sister, Cathleen
Marcel of Lawrence, Kansas on December 14, 2017.
• Sympathy to Niccole (Bill) Poole on the death of her step-sister, Morgan
Brianna Cobb of Jemison, Alabama on November 19, 2017.

Alabama who died on January 10, 2018. Sympathy to his wife Carole
Smith.

NEW MEMBERS
• Holly and Rob Tanner with
children Lucy Beth and Ivey
Jane. Rob was baptized in the
Bridge on January 7th.

BIRTHS | CONGRATULATIONS
• Congratulations to Lisa Waldrop and Cooper Shattuck who
married on December 30, 2017.

BAPTISMS

• Henry Matthews
Conger, son of Jaime
and John Conger with
sister, Vivian.

ATTENDANCE & BUDGET

ATTENDANCE		
			
TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL		
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
COMMUNION

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 12/31/17
Anticipated Income (YTD): $2,535,000
Actual Income (YTD): $2,496,956
Organ
Debt: $334,316
		

• Libba Mitchell

12.24.17
551
N/A
46
N/A
N/A
1304

12 .31.17
431
16
18
N/A
71

01.08.17
815
61
46
25
220

01.14.17
1120
5
46
3
24

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online.
Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon.
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Volunteer at Love INC

Children’s Music Ministry
The Little Lambs Sale is a large, community wide
semi-annual consignment sale sponsored by
FUMCT. It is completely operated by church
members and community volunteers. The sale
started in the spring of 2002 and has grown
tremendously. We offer gently-used children’s
clothing up to size 14, select maternity clothing,
baby items (such as strollers, swings, and high
chairs), nursery furniture, toys and books.
Consignors receive 70% of proceeds. The
Children’s Ministries of FUMCT receive the
remaining 30%. Funds from past sales have
bought cabinetry, furniture and a nursery
pager system for our preschoolers; inside
gym equipment and musical instruments for
the elementary age children; Sunday school
curriculum material for all the children; and
offset expenses associated with Vacation Bible
School. Recently we have been able to greatly
expand our Sunday and Wednesday worship
programs for our children.

The preschool and elementary
children will be participating in music
and play time from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
each Wednesday night. Please plan
to hear them sing in The Bridge on
February 11 at 11:00.

(Preview Sale-$5)

Friday March 2nd- 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
(Public Sale-no cost for entry)

Saturday March 3rd- 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
(1/2 price Sale-no cost for entry)
For more information check the website page:
fumct.org/ministries/little-lambs

TRAVEL INFO

Coming soon: Iceland trip March 15-22, 2019.

There are a variety of meaningful volunteer
opportunities with Love INC from leading a Bible
study on Thursday nights to working as a sorter or
clerk in the Resale Boutique. You can volunteer for
one hour a week or one hour a month.
For more information, call Janice Stewart at
205-614-2849 ext. 4.
“Dear children, let us not love with words or
tongue but with actions and truth.”
1 John 3:18

For more information,
contact Ethelyn Stuhr at
Ethelynkstuhr@gmail.com or 205-799-6841

200 Hours of
Service in 2018
In addition to loving God, we also want to love our neighbors. To achieve our goal of 200
service hours, we want you to join a team of people who serve regularly in 2018! If a team of
four people served one hour each week you will easily meet the 200-hour goal. Suggested
teams include family, Sunday school classes, group of friends or volunteer teams.

Sale Time & Dates:
Thursday March 1st - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Love INC (Love In the Name
of Christ) networks churches
across denominational
lines and leverages our
collective impact to bless
those in need in our
community. When our
local churches, united in the purpose of showing
Christ’s love in our community come together, we
are a powerful force for transformation: not only to
individuals and families, but to the entire community.
We work with Love INC to help people who come into
our church seeking assistance.

Kiddie Kollege registration for the
2018-2019 school year is now open to
church members and the public. If you
know someone that may be interested
in a half day preschool program
and would like more information,
please have them to email us at
kiddiekollege@fumct.org or call us at
205-345-7074.

E-mail your team name and participant names to serve@fumct.org - creative and fun team
names are encouraged! We will send each participant regular reminders to serve and ask
that you simply reply with a count of your weekly service hours. We will track them at the
church and support one another throughout the year!
We also want you to send us your stories and pictures of service throughout 2018. Email those
to serve@fumct.org as well. If you want to be part of a team, but aren’t sure how, e-mail us
and we will get you on a team.
Make a difference in your life and others by loving your neighbor more fully in 2018
by serving together!
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

2018 TUSCALOOSA

Heart Walk

The Tie That Binds
Two hundred years ago, Methodism came to
Tuscaloosa. A 24-year-old, circuit-riding-Methodist
preacher out of Tennessee, with his meager education
and his limited two years of preaching experience, came
into town and preached the first Methodist sermon in
Tuscaloosa.
This is our bicentennial year—but it is not just our
celebration! Out of this movement came the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and the African
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Christian Episcopal
Church as well as our United Methodist Church. So with
the tie that binds all churches together, the Lordship
of Jesus Christ and our mission to the world, there is
a special bond among these denominations of the
Methodist family. We have a similar theology and
a similar church order. We share our heartwarming
experiences and our passion to make the world a better
place. We are a people of one Book and are committed
to loving God and loving our neighbors.
On Ash Wednesday, February 14th at 6:00 p.m.,
we are inviting the entire Methodist family in and

around Tuscaloosa to come together to share in a
celebration of Methodism coming to town. It will be
a wonderful service. The Reverend Doctor Jeffery
Cammon, presiding elder in the A.M.E Zion Church
will be preaching. The Hunter Chapel choir will call
us to worship and our Chancel Choir will inspire us
with the music for the service. At the close of the
service we will together receive the imposition of
ashes as we remember our mortality and sinfulness.
We want to be gracious hosts for this event and all
our Wednesday services during Lent. We ask all
members to intensify our hospitality and make our
guests feel welcome! The phrase “what unites us
is far more than what divides us” is especially true
among our Methodist brothers and sisters.
We invite you to pray for a powerful service of
oneness as we celebrate this great event. There
are 43 churches in our area that are a part of the
Methodist family. We hope to have participants from
each church represented here on February 14th.

Wednesday Night L enten Worship Schedule

The churches that grew out of our church will be leading us in worship on Wednesday evenings during Lent.
The Lee Bible Conference is sponsoring these services. We are inviting the choirs of Birmingham-Southern,
Huntingdon and Stillman Colleges. The pastors of these churches we “birthed” will be bringing the message.
Please make your plans to attend each of these services. All services start at 6 p.m. and are in the Sanctuary.

Date:

Preacher Name:

Home Church:

Date Founded:

February 14th

Dr. Jeffery Cammon

St. Peter A.M.E Zion Church

1952

February 21st

Dr. Thaddeus Steele

Hunter Chapel A.M.E Zion Church

1865

February 28th

Rev. Oscar Massey

Bailey Tabernacle C.M.E. Church

1870

March 7th

Rev. Penny Ford

Trinity United Methodist Church

1910

March 14th

Dr. John Kearns

Christ Harbor United Methodist Church

1998

March 21st

Dr. William B. Morgan

West End United Methodist Church

1950

March 28th

Rev. Wade Langer

The Wesley Foundation at the
University of Alabama

1910

FORTY DAYS

Saturday March 3, 2018
Tuscaloosa Amphitheater
2710 Jack Warner Parkway

OF FITNESS

Check in at 8 a.m.
Walk/run starts 9 a.m.

-------- LENT 2018 --------

During Lent (February 14 – April 1) we
encourage everyone to participate in exercising
at least five days a week for a minimum of
30 minutes each day. By exercising during
this time you will prepare yourself spiritually,
physically and mentally for Easter. You are on
the honor system to keep this exercise program
going each week. We will have a sign-up
sheet in CAC, or you can email ldunn@fumct.
org to add your name to our list for FORTY
DAYS OF FITNESS 2018. Put your name on the
list, complete the 40 days of fitness activity,
and we will give you a certificate. To make
your participation successful, we suggest the
following:
• Drink more water.
• Honor your body by doing some kind of
exercise a minimum 30 minutes, five days a
week.
• Eat healthy: eat more lean meats, fish, fresh
vegetables and fruits, and avoid fried foods,
sugar, and white flour.
• Calculate your (BMI) Body Mass Index.
• Find a buddy to do this program with you and
make a commitment.
• Pray daily for everyone (friends and family) to
try to adopt a healthy lifestyle.
If you have questions contact Linda Dunn
345 -7261 Ext. 120 or email Linda at
ldunn@fumct.org

Please sign up for Linda Dunn’s team
Team name is NOT DUNN WALKING
Regsiter now at:
http://bit.ly/tuscaloosa-heart-run

Please continue to pray for our four Stephen
Minister Trainees as they work to complete 50
hours of intense training.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE & CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Cry Room

The Cry Room is now open in room 101 on the
preschool hall. The Cry Room is for parents who
would like to listen to the service but not quite
ready to drop off in nursery yet. We are able to
listen to Traditions at 11 a.m. on the radio and
are able to stream the Bridge at 9 a.m. and 11
a.m. If you have any questions please contact
Melissa Tuton at melissa@fumct.org.

February UMW Circle meetings
Crafts Circle

meets each Wednesday from
1-4:30 p.m. in the craft room.

Faith and Friendship

will meet on Monday, February 12th
at 10:30 a.m. in the Parker Fireside Room

Wesleyan Circle

will meet Monday, February 19th
at 2:00 p.m. in the Parker Fireside Room

Celebration Circle

will meet Monday, February 12th
at 6:00 p.m. at the Phoenix House

Card Care Team
Card care assignments will be ready for pick
up Sunday February 11, 2018. The cards
and assignments will be on the reception
desk in the front office.

Charlotte Shamblin

will meet February 12th at 10:00 a.m.
in the Lee Classroom

Circle of Hope

will meet February 14th
at 7:00 p.m. location TBA

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

A Good Year, Financially

We are happy to report that First United
Methodist Church finished with the second best
giving year ever to the budget thanks to your
generous support! You donated $2,496,956,
surpassing 2016 donations by more than $13,000
which was second only to giving in 2015. We also
finished with a $9,000 surplus and fulfilled our
support to missions and conference obligations.
Thank you so much for making all of this possible!
While there are many ways to designate your
giving for specific purposes, giving to the annual
budget is the only way to support all ministries
and staff. Members of the Staff Parish Relations
Committee, the Board of Trustees, the Missions
Committee and the Finance Committee work
carefully together to create a budget that
promotes passionate worship, vibrant children’s
and youth ministries, global and local mission
opportunities and radical hospitality. Let’s
support all of these wonderful ministries by making
this our best year of giving to the budget ever!

Welcome,
Savannah Stout

Savannah Stout joined
our staff on December
31st as the Director
of Communications
and Media. Savannah
is a native of Senoia, Georgia, which
is part of the Atlanta metropolitan
area. She graduated in May, 2017 from
Georgia College and State University in
Milledgeville. Savannah has worked as a
communications intern for interesting nonprofits including The Freedom Challenge
and Mission to the World in Costa Rica. She
was involved in the Wesley Foundation and
is a member of the Kappa Delta sorority.
She is conversational in Spanish and plays
the guitar and sings! Welcome Savannah.

2018 Bible Reading Plan
On Sunday, January 14, 2018,
over 800 members and guests of
First United Methodist Church of
Tuscaloosa honored our historic roots
and worshipped in four bars around
town. Founding pastor, Ebenezer
Hearn preached his first sermon at
a tavern in 1818. Halbert’s was one
of two substantial structures in the
settlement along the banks of a
powerful river.
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In our pursuit of 200 devotional hours in 2018, we want to offer you the
opportunity to read through the entire Bible in one year. Starting January 21st,
use our church app (search FUMCT in Apple or Google stores) to read or listen
to the Bible. Each day will have an Old Testament and New Testament reading.
It is suggested to read the Old Testament in the morning and New Testament
in the evening, but do what works for you! There is a “catchup” day during the
weekend with only required reading on the weekends.
Each daily reading takes no more than 10-15 minutes, helping you achieve your goal of 200
devotional hours in addition to worship and discipleship groups. Join us this year as we engage with
scripture and grow in our faith through reading the Bible!
*Note, because we are starting this plan on January 21st (and not January 1st), then plan doesn’t
end until January 20th, 2019).
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FAMILY MINISTRIES & CHURCH HAPPENINGS

FAMILY MINISTRIES & CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Easter Egg Hunt

The Easter Egg Hunt is on March 25th from 4:00-5:00 p.m. Please bring
your infant – 3rd grade children to the CAC at 4:00. From there, we
will break out by age groups to hunt eggs. Following the hunt, we will
gather in Chitwood Hall for crafts, cookie decorating and pictures with
the Easter Bunny. Don’t miss out!

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS:

SHIPWRECKED

#DifferenceMakers

at Arcadia Elementary

Our middle and high school students have
taken on a new challenge—making a difference
in the lives of students at Arcadia Elementary
School. Starting in February, one afternoon
a week, you will find our students reading! –
Reading to after-school students at Arcadia.
Across the world, children who read the most,
read the best. And we all do things we like to
do! Our students will be role models for these
Pre K- 5th graders to show them that reading is
fun and important.
Under the direction of ARI specialist, Shea
Stroud, our volunteers will develop small
group reading experiences for 75-80 Arcadia
students. There will be round-robin reading
time, group sharing and activities to illustrate
the books that the students will read.
This is not a homework workshop. This is
going to be fun! Of course, the goal of the
program is to help students build their reading
skills, raise their test scores and gain more
confidence for all their academic pursuits. But
our goal, the goal that we are stressing to our
student volunteers is to MAKE A MEMORY.
“We want to make a permanent mark
on a child, help them see that reading is
entertaining and is the key to success in
the rest of their lives,” said Stephen Stroud,
Director of Student Ministries and Recreation.
We need volunteers to help. The time

commitment is 3:45 p.m. to 5 p.m. one day a week. The
materials are provided by Arcadia through a grant.
The facilities at Arcadia are especially designed for
this small group experience. Your group will be four to
five students, and you will rotate through the class and

JUNE 25TH-28TH
5:30-7:45 P.M.
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Camp
Sumatanga
Summer will be here before you know
it. Start planning now for your children
and their friends. Camp Sumatanga
is the United Methodist camp for the
North Alabama area. It is in Gallant, AL
– about 30 minutes north of Birmingham.
Sumatanga has residential camps
for ages 4-19. Check out horse
camp, sports and extreme camps,
music and arts camp, day camps,
family camps and more. All camps
feature outstanding leadership and
programming grounded in faith. So
check it out, ignite your fire for Jesus
and adventure. Visit the website
www.sumatanga.org for dates and
more information.

For children who will be
4 years old by Sept. 1 of 2018
Please contact AmyThigpen if you would like to
volunteer to lead a group and/or decorate.
amy@fumct.org

Student Ministry

BIGSTUF 2018
enjoy snack time with them too.
From the classic rhymes of Dr. Seuss to the magical
world of Harry Potter to the inspiring biographies of
heroes like Helen Keller, children learn more about
their world from the books that that read. Join us in
making a difference in the lives of these young people.
Volunteer by emailing Stephen Stroud at Stephen@
fumct.org or calling him at (205) 345-7261 ext. 116.

Save the date! | June 22nd - 25th | Registration is open! Deposits are due!

FOOMACK WEDNESDAYS

Middle and high school students will meet every Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Horton Café and Callahan Auditorium.

SOMACK SERVICE

SOMACK will meet at 11 a.m. on Sundays in the Callahan Auditorium. This service is designed to help transition
4th - 5th grade students to the youth program.

