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Deep and Wide

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” – Ephesians 1:17

At the beginning of this Bicentennial year I reminded us that God didn’t bring us this far to only bring us this far. We
have had a meaningful and significant history, one to be remembered and celebrated. We have and will continue to
remember and celebrate this year – and we hope you’ll join us. At the same time God has strategically placed us here
and now for more kingdom building work. Now is the time for us to keep doing what we have always done – make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
I invite you to continue to grow deep and wide – grow deep in your own faith life and also grow wide as you reach
out to your friends and community inviting them to a relationship with a loving God. As you start a new rhythm of life
this fall, don’t forget about the goals we set out to accomplish in 2018 – 200 hours of devotional life (growing deep)
and 200 hours of service to our community (growing wide).
Join a small group. Serve on the hospitality team. Bring the whole family to Wednesday Nights Alive. Bake a pie for
your neighbor. Start a Bible reading plan. Pray at the dinner table. My prayer is that God will bring you farther and
help you grow deeper and wider in your spiritual lives this fall.
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BACK TO SCHOOL

I am not sure why but I always get excited around back to school time.
As a child I loved the getting ready for school. New clothes, a backpack,
pencils and pens, paper, notebooks, pencil sharpeners—I loved them
all. I still get excited about this time of the year. I vicariously enjoy
getting ready for school through my children and now my grandchildren.
As a husband of an elementary school teacher who loved teaching
to the max, I spent many a summer night sweating in the classroom,
putting a new coat of paint on the wall, doing a few minor repairs, and
rearranging student desks for the zillionth time as Barbara tried to find
what would work for her.
I have been impressed by the love of students and the devotion to
teaching that I have witnessed by our teachers. They sacrifice so much
to give students a good experience. As our culture has turned to
teachers to help with teaching that once occurred at home, their job has
become more and more difficult. We will be praying for our teachers.
Of course, for the introverted, going back to school is not necessarily
exciting. For those with a tendency to be bullied, for the shy, for those who
have learning difficulties, school brings a variety of emotions. With over
180,000 students returning to schools where shootings have occurred, an
entirely new level of anxiety is present. We will be praying for our students.
For administrators, principals and school boards the heightened concern of
violence adds to the normal stress of caring for children. What an awesome
responsibility they have. We will be praying for our administrators.
Our Student Ministry will be leading us in a Prayer Service for students,
teachers and administrators on Wednesday, August 15th at 6:30
p.m. in Chitwood Hall. Everyone is invited to participate in this special
prayer service for our schools. I hope to see you there.

Dr. Ken Dunivant, S E N I O R P A S T O R
Rev. Jesse Tosten, PASTOR OF CONTEMPOR ARY WORSHIP
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS ALIVE

15

DEATHS | SYMPATHIES

FALL 2018

Wednesday Nights Alive IS BACK
WITH NEW CLASSES!
CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 5th

Dinner | 5:00 p.m. in Chitwood Hall
Classes | 6:00 p.m. (see below for locations)
Register online | fumct.org/wednesday-nights-alive
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Disciple Fast Track: Old Testament
LED BY Sandy Felkins

Prayer LED BY Randy Allen
IN THE SANCTUARY
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT
Our lives are hectic. We seek a time to slow down and
commune with God. We know that prayer helps us grow
in Christ and shrinks the barriers separating us from
the Holy and Divine. Each week we will briefly discuss
Biblical principles of prayer and then we will enter into
sacred conversation with God, together.

Singles Together LED BY Dennis Harkey
IN THE PARKER FIRESIDE ROOM
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT
Singles Together is an ongoing group of like-minded
singles that are looking for community, learning and
socialization in a clean and healthy environment. Whether
you were never married, divorced or widowed, Singles
Together is for you. Break the routine of “work, tv, sleep
and repeat.” Join us and network with a great group of
singles.

Financial Peace University Flex LED BY J.G. Brazil
IN ROOM 220
SEPTEMBER 5TH-OCTOBER 29TH (NINE WEEKS)

We all need a plan for our money. This Dave Ramsey
study teaches God’s way of handling money using video
presentations and class discussions. It will show you how
to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save
wisely, and much more.

IN THE STABLER CONFERENCE ROOM
SEPTEMBER 5TH-NOVEMBER 21ST (12 WEEKS,
DATES BEYOND WNA DECIDED BY CLASS)
Disciple Fast Track gives an overview of the entire
Bible. This is a 24-week course that starts in September.
Register now for the Fall. Spring registration is coming
soon for the New Testament course.

Pastor's Bible Study: Life Transforming
Passages LED BY Ken Dunivant
IN THE LEE CLASSROOM
OCTOBER 3RD-NOVEMBER 7TH (FIVE WEEKS)
Join Dr. Dunivant for the Pastors Bible Study as he
explores life transforming passages of Scripture each
week. Topics include “The Anointing of Saul”, “God’s
Intention for Life”, “Jesus in the Wilderness and the
Garden”, “The Old and New Testaments” and “Jesus’
Words in the Gospels”. Each week will help you learn
ways to interpret Scripture and then apply the truths to
your life.

Anxious for Nothing by Max Lucado
LED BY Jim Wilson

IN THE LEE CLASSROOM
SEPTEMBER 5TH-26TH (FOUR WEEKS)
When it comes to anxiety, depression, and stressrelated illnesses, America is the frontrunner. Thankfully, there’s a practical prescription for dealing with
these issues. Anxious for Nothing, the most recent
book from New York Times bestselling author, Max
Lucado, provides a roadmap for battling with and
healing from anxiety.

• In thanksgiving of her life, Emily Wright Patterson of Tuscaloosa, Alabama who died on May 23, 2018.
• In thanksgiving of her life, Dianne Holmes of Gardendale, Alabama who died on May 31, 2018. Sympathy to her mother, Hattie
Holmes.
• In thanksgiving of her life Jimmie A. Smith of Thomasville, Alabama who died on July 2, 2018.
• Sympathy to Shannon (Eric) Chandler in the death of her father, Larry Wayne Camper of Gadsden, Alabama on May 18, 2018.
Sympathy also to his grandchildren, Mary Coleman, Evie and Walt Chandler.
• Sympathy to Vaudie Hallman on the death of her brother, Nathel Hyche of Coaling, Alabama on May 28, 2018.
• Sympathy to Jan Porter on the death of her father, Barney Porter of Cullman, Alabama on May 29, 2018.
• Sympathy to Tonya (Brian) Moran on the death of her father, Earl Talley of Arab, Alabama on June 3, 2018.
• Sympathy to Lisa (Merrell) Ketchum on the death of her mother, Geraldine Clark of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on June 5, 2018.
• Sympathy to Jennifer (Mark) Wright on the death of her grandmother, Nelda Ball of Duncanville, Alabama on June 7, 2018.
• Sympathy to Stephen (Shea) Stroud on the death of his cousin, Chris Olds of Phenix City, Alabama on June 12, 2018.
• Sympathy to Melinda (Lynn) Corder on the death of her father, Jimmy Mack Creel of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on June 13, 2018.
Sympathy also to Brock (Amanda) Corder on the death of his grandfather.
• Sympathy to David Lawson on the death of his mother, Eleanor Lovell Lawson of Birmingham, Alabama on June 13, 2018.
• Sympathy to Laura (Chance) Wood on the death of her grandfather, E. Houston Brown of Birmingham, Alabama on June 19,
2018. Sympathy also to great granddaughters Lily Bea and Gracie Wood.
• Sympathy to Cecile Horton on the death of her daughter, Cathy Horton Eisen of Montgomery, Alabama on June 19, 2018.
Sympathy also to sisters Cindy (Richard) Montgomery and Paula (Terry) Black and brother Chass (Leigh) Horton.
• Sympathy to Morgan (John) Lancaster on the death of her grandmother, Lily Carolyn Edwards of Birmingham, Alabama on July 4, 2018.
• Sympathy to Richard (Cindy) Montgomery on the death of his father, Ed Montgomery on July 11, 2018. Sympathy also to his
grandchildren, Caroline Montgomery and Ryne (Carol) Montgomery.

BIRTHS

• Congratulations to Rebekah and Michael Kennemer on the birth of their daughter, Cecilia Kennemer on April 28, 2018.
• Congratulations to Stacy and Josh Taylor of the birth of their son, Gresham Fitz Taylor on May 21, 2018.
• Congratulations to Liz and David Kindred on the birth of their daughter, Olivia Todd Kindred on May 25, 2018
• Congratulations to Zoe and William Winston on the birth of their son, Scot Rayford Benton Winston on June 18, 2018.
Congratulations to big brother Bill Winston. Congratulations grandparents Beth and Paul Roberts of Tuscaloosa, Alabama and
Scot and Cathy Storey of Fort Hood, Texas. Congratulations also to great grandfather Rayford Etherton.
• Congratulations to Mary Elizabeth and Bradford Garvey on the birth of their daughter, Grace Drury Garvey on June 22, 2018.
• Congratulations to sisters Caroline and Elizabeth and brother Ford Garvey. Congratulations also to grandparents Dena and Bobby Prince.

NEW MEMBERS

Daniel Bradshaw
and Jordan Morris

Hunter, Summerann
and Seaborn Miller

Carol Hollyhand

Carolanne Beasley

Marti Nunley and Karsyn
and Raegan Nunley

ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
ATTENDANCE			
MAY:
Traditions and Bridge: 2,657
WOW/First Kids: 136
Adult SS: 734
K-5 SS: 136
		
Pre-K
SS: 110
Youth SS: 182

JUNE:
Traditions and Bridge: 2,323
WOW/First Kids: 91
Adult SS: 565
K-5 SS: 95
Pre-K SS: 104
Youth SS: 210

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 06/30/18

JULY: (through July 15)
Traditions and Bridge: 1,779
WOW/First Kids: 59
Adult SS: 508
K-5 SS: 40
Pre-K SS: 94
Youth SS: 80

Anticipated Income (YTD): $1,151,172
Actual Income (YTD): $1,072,481
Organ Debt: $329,483

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online.
Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS
A group of our members are
starting a worship service for the
“unchurched” and “dechurched”
within our community called the
Tavern. It will begin meeting this
fall on Sunday mornings at
Innisfree Irish Pub. If you are
interested in helping with
this ministry, please email
info@the-tavern.org. Please
also like its Facebook page
(The Tavern Tuscaloosa) and
share it with your friends, and
visit its website the-tavern.org
to sign up for updates.

Travel to Iceland
March 15-22, 2019

Only a few spots left! Deadline to register is September 1st.
Contact Ethelyn at 205-799-6841 or ethelynkstuhr@gmail.com
for more information.

On July 26th, 15 people will leave for
Challenge Farm in Kitale, Kenya. They
plan to hold Vacation Bible School for
the children of the orphanage, rebuild a
playground and start a roofing project.
Please pray for our team for safe travels
and a successful mission.

CHURCH OFFICE
& CAC CLOSED
FOR LABOR DAY

The church office, CAC and Weight
Room will be closed September 3rd.
All will reopen September 4th.

Regular Worship Schedule
Resumes August 5th

Join us on August 5th at the regular times. We
will have worship at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in
the Bridge and in Traditions. Sunday school will
meet at 10:00 a.m. We would appreciate your
feedback on the summer schedule too. Let us
hear from you at contact@fumct.org.

The Crazy Cycle in Marriage by Emerson Eggerichs

Unexpected by Christine Caine

IN ROOM 213
SEPTEMBER 5TH-26TH (FOUR WEEKS)

IN ROOM 215
SEPTEMBER 5TH-OCTOBER 31ST (NINE WEEKS)

Despite our best attempts at love, couples find
themselves paralyzed by dysfunction and mired
in conflict. Why do we face so many seemingly
insurmountable problems today? Is there hope for
the struggle? What are we missing? In this 4-part
series, Dr. Emerson Eggerichs sheds light on an often
overlooked, yet indispensable element of a healthy
marriage—respect. Combining biblical instruction
with scientific expertise, Emerson provides insight
into the unique ways in which God has designed both
men and women and how they can rightly embrace
their differences in marriage. As couples come to see
the heart behind their partner's complaints, they will
better understand the place for both love and respect
between husband and wife. Rather than becoming
another statistic, struggling marriages can break their
Crazy Cycle and become thriving marriages by living
in accordance with God's good design.

Life is an unpredictable journey. The good news
is that while we don’t always know what’s going
to happen, we can always trust that God uses
everything in our lives as an invitation to rely on
him more deeply and completely. Most of us have
been trained to fear the unexpected and want
everything to be “under control.” God wants us
to anticipate the unexpected with a faith-filled
perspective rooted in trust. He has never been
taken by surprise. We can move from a life filled
with fear, control, and feeling stuck to one full
of hope, faith, and trust. In an age of upheaval,
we can still expect our God to be good and do
good. We can trust God in the unpredictable
circumstances of life by anticipating, welcoming,
and even embracing the unexpected.

Reimagining Evangelism: Inviting Friends on
a Spiritual Journey by Rick Richardson

IN ROOM 304

LED BY Jesse Tosten

LED BY Jesse Tosten

IN ROOM 213
OCTOBER 3RD-NOVEMBER 7TH (FIVE WEEKS)
Sometimes talking about Jesus with your friends can
feel like trying to close a deal on a sales call, pushing
something on people they may not really want. But
what if you thought of it more like inviting them on a
spiritual journey? Imagine being free to be yourself
and free for the Spirit to work in you. Imagine that it
doesn't depend on you alone but that you can be an
important part of a witnessing community. Imagine
telling people stories instead of trying to download
content. Here is your invitation to reimagine what
evangelism could be for you.

LED BY Laurie Copeland

Tavern Talk LED BY Lisa and Cooper Shattuck
Join us as we tackle the unique challenges
associated with outreach to the unchurched and
de-churched within our community, as we study
and discuss predispositions, misconceptions, and
the experiences of others.

CULTIVATE WOMEN'S MINISTRY COURSES
Our women’s ministry, Cultivate, will be offering
three courses during WNA. See page 6 for a
detailed description.
• Thy Will Be Done by Proverbs 31 Ministries
LED BY Kara Creel
• Women’s Prayer Journaling LED BY Janice Stewart
• The Bible Binge Podcast LED BY Ali Lindsey

3

4

MISSIONS & OUTREACH

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Big
Weekend
The

2018

homecoming

Please plan to join us on October 13th and 14th as we celebrate our 200 years!

Here are some highlights:

Ministry to

IMMIGR ANT COMMUNIT Y
ENGLISH AS SECOND LANGUAGE
CLASSES

The American Red Cross is now facing an
emergency blood shortage! While the
Missing Types campaign helped activate
thousands of new donors in June to give – at
this time, the Red Cross has issued an urgent
call for eligible individuals of all blood types to
give now and help save patients' lives.
Join us on Wednesday, August 8th for a
Blood Drive hosted by the American Red
Cross. Donation time slots are available
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the CAC.
Visit www.redcrossblood.org
to sign-up today!

Saturday, October 13th

WALK WITH OUR FLOAT IN THE UA HOMECOMING PARADE
If you are an active or retired faculty or staff member of UA or a student or former student at UA,
we want you to walk with us in the parade.
JOIN THE PARADE VIEWING PARTY ON THE FRONT STEPS OF THE CHURCH
Bring your friends and neighbors for refreshments and a great spot to see all the action.

Sunday, October 14th

8:00 A.M. | COFFEE WITH THE FORMER PASTORS.*
8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M. | SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE BRIDGE AND TRADITIONS
Rev. Vaughn Stafford will preach in the Bridge and Dr. Bill Bostick will preach in Traditions.
9:30 A.M. | HUGE BIRTHDAY PARTY IN THE CHURCH ACTIVITY CENTER
Join us for cake, interactive games, party favors and the presentation of the time capsule from the
children and youth of the church in 2018 to the children and youth of the church in 2118.
12:00 NOON | RECEPTION IN THE GREAT HALL WITH THE FORMER PASTORS.*
All morning, the Archives displays will be open for viewing in the Great Hall.
*We are pleased to announce the following pastors will be joining us on October 14th:
Rev. Joe Elmore, Rev. Bob Gunn, Rev. Bill Morgan, Rev. Mack Chapman and Rev. Vaughn Stafford.
Would you take some time to think about your friends and family who have attended this
church and have moved away? Please invite them to join us for this weekend celebration.
Let’s make this a Homecoming to remember!

Rev. Sarah Smoot, pastor of the
Druid Hills and Holt Church is fluent in
Spanish and has launched a ministry
to the immigrant community. She is in
need of volunteers who can help lead
a group either on Monday evening or
Tuesday morning. It will require about
two hours of group leadership time and
an hour of preparation. Being fluent
in Spanish is not a requirement. She
hopes to offer three levels of classes
which will be dependent on the
number of volunteers she has. The
class will follow along the school
calendar. If you are interested in
helping, contact Sarah at
205-516-3376 or smoot@umcna.org.

United Methodist Women

• WESLEYAN CIRCLE | August 20th at 2:00 p.m. in the Parker
Fireside Room
• CHARLOTTE SHAMBLIN BIBLE STUDY CIRCLE | September
10th at 10:00 a.m. in the Lee Classroom
• CELEBRATION CIRCLE | September 10th at 5:45 p.m. in the
Stabler Conference Room
• FAITH AND FRIENDSHIP | September 10th at Virginia Brazil’s
home
• WESLEYAN CIRCLE | September 17th at 2:00 p.m. in the Parker
Fireside Room

UMW GameDay

Thanks to Josephine Davis, Jane Eure and the Craft Circle for
coordinating a successful UMW GameDay and fundraiser for missions.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue
to live in him, rooted and built up in him.

—Colossians 2:6-7

As a new academic year approaches us, and a new
football season is around the corner, a new opportunity
awaits each of you to strengthen your "roots" in Christ!
We are told in scripture to "live in Christ" and to be
"rooted" in Him. To be spiritually healthy with strong
roots, we all need to use God's gifts to us in His service.
God tells us to be a people of purpose. We are created
to do good works, which God created us to do. Do
something for the Lord today! Be useful to Him! You
don't have to travel across the globe to serve God; you
can serve Him right here in our church and community.
The ministries of Congregational Care offer many
opportunities to serve God. If you are interested in
learning more about any of the following ministries,
please contact Jackie Greene at jackie@fumct.org or
call 205-345-7261 ext. 104.

GriefShare

GriefShare is a support group for people
grieving the death of a family member,
loved one or friend. Your bereavement
experience may be recent or not so recent.

BICENTENNIAL SAVE THE DATE

Traditional
Turkey Dinner
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH

TWO SEATINGS: NOON & 6:00 P.M.

in Chitwood Hall

Our GriefShare sessions are on
Tuesdays from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.
in room 212 at FUMCT.
If you are interested in attending these
sessions or if you would like more
information, please contact
Jackie Greene at jackie@fumct.org
or 205-345-7261 ext. 104.

NICE TO MEET YOU,

HOW CAN I SERVE?
ALTAR FLOWER MINISTRY
CARD CARE TE AM
HOSPITAL GOODIE BAGS
HOSPITAL VISITATION
NURSING HOME VISITATION
GRIEF SHARE
SOUP SISTERS
STEPHEN MINISTRY
VALET PARKING

Rev. SAndy Felkins!

Pastor of Congregational Care
sandy@fumct.org

“I was 40 when I answered the call to ministry,” Rev.
Sandy Felkins said as she recounted her story. “I had
lived all over world with my dad’s military career, been
a cosmetologist, become a mother of three daughters
and now a pastor?? It was hard for me to believe that
God could use someone like me.”

What is a Stephen Minister? Stephen Ministers are
lay people-Christian men and women-trained to
provide one-to-one care to people experiencing
a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job
loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or
separation due to military deployment.

Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life
Their commonality? A passion for bringing
Christ's love and care to people during a time
of need. We've got a team of Stephen Ministers
who are ready to listen, care, encourage,
pray, and help you through a tough time. (It's
confidential too!) Find out more about Stephen
Ministry by talking with Jackie Greene at jackie@
fumct.org or 205-345-7261 ext. 104.

BICENTENNIAL SAVE THE DATE

Old Fashioned

Christmas

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH
at 5:00 p.m.

Featuring Father Christmas,
vintage crafts and games for
children, traditional carols and
refreshments.

GETTING

TO KNOW

YCHURCH
UR

Sandy’s first appointment was to Panola. She became
our associate in 1992, right about the time she began
her intensive studies at Emory. One of the most
rewarding courses she took was based in Israel where
she studied for six months. Sandy served in Millport,
and Mandy. Monique is in Tupelo, MS and the other two are here.
Druid Hills, Hargrove and Saks in the Anniston area,
She has five granddaughters and four grandsons, from age 4 to 24.
too. She was the first woman pastor in all those
And as all grandmothers say, “They are my heart!”
appointments except the last one, in Saks.
And when she has some spare time, she likes to oil paint. She
Sandy did not grow up in a religious environment.
has painted several portraits of family members. She also
In 1968, she attended the Billy Graham Crusade at
enjoys working in her flower garden. No doubt as she works
what is now Coleman Coliseum at the University of
she recites her favorite verse from Isaiah, Those who wait for
Alabama. That is where she accepted Christ and
learned that God loves us just as we are. She enjoys the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
being “Christ in the flesh for hurting people”, she says wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint.
and particularly loves to hear the life stories of older
church members.

Sandy comes to us from Pleasant Hill UMC in Bessemer and
she serves as our Pastor of Congregational Care. Her email is
Sandy married Charles Felkins in 2001. They had been
married 15 years when Charles died of complications from Sandy@fumct.org and her extension is 111.
diabetes. Sandy has three daughters, Monique, Elizabeth
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FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS
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The Fall Little Lambs Sale is scheduled for
August 16-18, 2018. For over 20 sales, this
committee has worked to raise money for
the church and the children's ministry, reach
community members with love, and offer high
quality, gently used children's items to shoppers.
This year, the money raised went to refinishing
the playground floor surface and redoing the
Chanda Fehler room. But, as mentioned, this
sale and its impact reaches farther than our
church walls.

Women’s Ministry
FALL SMALL GROUPS

BIBLE & CHRISTIAN BOOK STUDIES
All classes will start the first week of September.
Participants will be responsible for the cost of the
class materials (generally $15 or under).
FINDING I AM by Lysa TerKeurst | Led
by Beverly May on Monday mornings at FUMCT
in Room 212 from 10:30 a.m. - noon. Contact
bevbmay@icloud.com to register.
What is the deep cry of your heart? That ache in your
soul that keeps you up at night? The prayer you keep
repeating? Jesus not only cares about this deep,
spiritual wrestling, but he also wants to step in and
see you through it. Join TerKeurst on the streets of
Israel to explore the seven “I AM” statements of Jesus
found in the Gospel of John.
THE WILL OF GOD AS A WAY OF LIFE
by Jerry Sittser | Led by Terri Boman on Monday
evenings from 6:00-7:30 p.m. | 2520 Maple Ridge
Drive, Tuscaloosa. Contact terricbomanphd@gmail.com
to register.
"God has a plan for your life," but what does that
mean in practical terms? How do you know God's will
for important life decisions, like who to marry, what
job to take, and what church to join? How can you be
free if God has a perfect plan for you? Does suffering
mean you're off track? How exactly does God speak?
Sittser explores these questions and offers a biblically
based approach that is truly liberating.

Women's

MINISTRY

BECOMING HEART SISTERS A BIBLE STUDY ON AUTHENTIC
FRIENDSHIP by Natalie Chambers Snapp | Led
by Susan Kizziah on Thursday evenings from 6-7:30
p.m. | 1873 Gaineswood Drive, Tuscaloosa. Contact
susankizziah@gmail.com to register.

Each sale we have new mothers and fathers
and grandparents looking for gently used
baby gear or clothes that they would not
otherwise be able to buy. Each sale we talk to many teachers who come and buy for students in their classes,
for friends of the family who are in need, for neighbors and more. Each sale, new community members are
introduced to our beautiful church and its wonderful members who give up so much time during the week of
the sale to make it all possible.
If you are interested in volunteering, please visit fumct.org/ministries/little-lambs and sign up or email
littlelambstuscaloosa@gmail.com. We would love to have you.

“Let’s get together to catch up!” How many times
have you and your women friends made this
exchange? And how many times did you follow up?
Despite being more connected than ever before, we
struggle to feel connected. And yet, our friendships
with other women are not only something we want,
they’re something we, as women, need.
THY WILL BE DONE by Proverbs 31
Ministries | Led by Kara Creel | Wednesday Nights
Alive at FUMCT, Room 212 from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Contact kara.creel@ua.edu to register.
What does God want me to do next? Why does
God’s plan for our lives sometimes feel like a
complicated puzzle to solve? Wouldn’t life be so
much simpler if he would just tell us whether or not to
take that job, move to that city or go to that church?
Searching for God’s will isn’t easy.

JEREMIAH: DARING TO HOPE IN AN
UNSTABLE WORLD by Melissa Spoelstra | Led
by Sandra Reed on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in Room
219. Contact sandra.c.reed@gmail.com to register.

WOMEN’S PRAYER JOURNALING
Led by Janice Stewart during Wednesday Nights
Alive at FUMCT in Room 214 from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Contact jcs-alabama@att.net to register.

Women are experts when it comes to worry, fear and
doubt. Unsettled times in our world certainly do not
help matters. Jeremiah also lived in an unstable time
when he was called to share God’s message of mercy
and love. His words are just as relevant today as they
were to the wayward people of his time.

Keeping a prayer journal helps us connect with God
in a consistent, authentic, creative and tangible way.
We will practice talking and listening to God through
many journaling formats and methods. Appropriate
for new and experienced journal keepers.

PHOENIX HOUSE
DEDICATION

SUNDAY, JULY 29TH AT 2:00 P.M. AT 3506 7TH STREET TUSCALOOSA, AL 35401
The Phoenix House, Inc. of Tuscaloosa is a freestanding, non-profit transitional housing facility that began
operation in the late 1960's as a half-way house for alcoholic men and evolved to its current mission and
structure in 1994. We have built a transitional, sober living house. This environment will help residents return
to society as productive members.
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STUDENT MINISTRIES & CHURCH HAPPENINGS

WOMEN'S MINISTRY
Cultivate SERVE TEAM

JULY | Cultivate Serve Team Fundraiser | A fundraiser
sponsored by Broadway Pizza located at 2880 Rice
Mine Road NE on July 31st. A percentage of proceeds
from their sales will be donated to the Cultivate Serve
Team to help fund mission projects. Many thanks to Meg
Strickland!

SAVE THE DATE FOR SEPTEMBER 9TH | Further
information will be provided closer to time on the
Cultivate Facebook page and in the econnect.

Future Events

DISCOVERY 2018

Audience of

AUGUST 10TH-12TH

REGISTER TODAY!

One!

Spots are filling up...get signed up
today! Discovery is a spiritual retreat
for 6th, 7th & 8th graders (2018-19)
providing an opportunity not only to
learn about but also to experience
the love of God. This weekend is
held at our church and is a fun filled
holy weekend where high school
students, youth staff, and adult
volunteers lead the weekend! In this
environment, middle school youth
are encouraged to strengthen
their faith with foundational
Christian teachings and experiences.
Students will enjoy worship services
led by Garrett McBride and our
youth band, return guest speaker
Lee McBride, as well as games, small
groups, prayer and reflection times.
Our theme this year is Audience
of One. You are living your life for
an audience of one...living for God!
Register at fumct.org/students.
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, WE
NEED YOU TO LEAD! Leader
training starts July 18th-August
8th(new date) on Wednesday Nights
from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

THE BIBLE BINGE Led by Ali Lindsey
during Wednesday Nights Alive at FUMCT in
Room 219 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. Contact
alimlindsey@att.net to register.
A light-hearted women’s discussion group in which
participants discuss popular Bible stories after
watching episodes from The Bible Binge podcast.
Discover a way to use your pop culture literacy to
enhance your biblical literacy. What if you could recap
the Bible like you recapped your favorite TV show?
Join us to see how.

Ongoing Bible Studies

OPEN FOR NEW MEMBERS
SISTERS OF THE SPIRIT Led by Jeanne
Houston | Meets every Thursday from 9:00 - 10:30
a.m. in the Stabler Conference Room at FUMCT,
contact jgh3@bellsouth.net.

YOUNG WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Led by
Jeanne Houston | Meets every Monday from 12:001:00 p.m. in the Parker Fireside Room at FUMCT,
contact Jgh3@bellsouth.net.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER
GROUP Led by Nita Stegall | Meets every Tuesday
from 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. at her home | 2813 Yorktown
Drive, Tuscaloosa, contact nitastegall@yahoo.com.

CULTIVATE: POP UP SHOPS
OCTOBER 6TH | Plan to spend the morning at
FUMCT shopping as you experiment with new
products or services. This event will feature Christian
female vendors offering products from essential oils
and beauty products to jellies, art, clothing and
jewelry. Vendors can apply to showcase their
products by completing a registration form online
at fumct.org/ministries/womens-ministry. There
is a $25 registration fee.

Cultivate : Body and Soul

February 9, 2019 | A health and wellness event for
Ovarian Cancer Awareness.

Leaders Needed

MULTIGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS AND
MENTORING | In Titus 2, older people are
encouraged to mentor younger people in the
following general categories: the teaching of Biblical
truth and the development of character qualities,
people skills, family relationships and outreach. If you
are interested in mentoring one of our church’s younger
women, if you could use your experience to help bring
hope, provide a listening ear, and share friendship with
younger women, please contact Beth Roberts at
bethwinstonroberts@gmail.com.
BIBLE STUDY LEADERS AT THE TUSCALOOSA
COUNTY JUVENILE DETENTION FACILITY | We are
eager to begin Bible study groups with women, ages
13-18, at the Juvenile Detention Center. Most stay
between three and six months. Will you answer the
call to be the hands and feet of Jesus and introduce
to these girls to the love and forgiveness found in
Christ? Please contact Susan Kizziah at
susankizziah@gmail.com.
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Promotion

SUNDAY
-Is Coming Up-

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

BEGINNING ON
PROMOTION SUNDAY,

AUGUST 12TH
WE WILL REVEAL OUR NEW DEEP BLUE CURRICULUM!
Immerse your children in the Bible with a rotational
curriculum where children alternate between learning
stations each week. We will engage children in Bible
stories and characters by using art, cooking, games,
missions, science and storytelling. In a rotational
learning setting, the same Bible story or theme is
taught for several weeks. Each week, children in K- 3rd
grades rotate to a different station. The story remains
the same, but children encounter it in different ways
and learn by using various learning styles. Repetition is
an important part of Deep Blue!

The Cry Room | The
Cry Room is open
in room 101 on the
preschool hall. This
room is for parents
who would like to
listen to the service
but are not quite
ready to drop off their
child in the nursery
yet. We are able to
stream Traditions or
the Bridge at 9:00 a.m.
and 11:00 a.m. If you
have any questions
please contact Melissa
Tuten at melissa@
fumct.org.

AUG. 12

CALENDAR ITEMS:

PROMOTION SUNDAY | Sunday, August 12th at 10:00
a.m. | All students will move up to their new grade in Sunday
school. This is an exciting day for everyone, so please plan to
be here. Infants-preschool will go directly to the new rooms on
the preschool hall. K-3rd will meet in the Elementary Welcome
Center (Room 206), and 4th and 5th will meet in Souled Out
(Room 203) on the elementary hall.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS | Sunday, August
12th at 9:00 and 11:00 Bridge and Traditions | Bring
your school backpack or bag and have it blessed during the
service. You will receive a nametag to start the school year
off right.

BACK TO SCHOOL FAMILY POOL PARTY | Sunday,
August 19th from 6:15-8:15 p.m. | Bring your preschool and
elementary age children to the University of Alabama outdoor
pool for fellowship, pizza and swimming to kick off the new
school year. We will also be celebrating our church league
softball players at this party!
W.O.W | W.O.W. will begin after Labor Day on Sunday,
September 9th during the 11:00 a.m. service.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
ALIVE
FOR CHILDREN:

All Pre-K and elementary
children are invited to
participate in our fall musical
at FUMCT. “It’s Cool in
the Furnace” features the
important Bible story of Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. We will learn
how God is faithful to those who trust him. Bring
your children for Wednesday nights, beginning
September 5th. We will include rehearsals to
prepare for the final program which will be on
Sunday, October 28th, just before Trunk or Treat.

3RD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION | Sunday,

September 30th during 11:00 a.m. Traditions Worship
| All of our new 3rd graders will receive a Bible from the
church during the 11:00 Traditions service. Bibles will be
personalized for each child, and names must be received no
later than September 9th. Email your child's name as you
want it to be printed to Amy Thigpen at amy@fumct.org.

OTHER NEWS:

VOLUNTEER SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
NEEDED | Please take the opportunity to volunteer with

our Preschool-5th grade children during the Sunday school
or WOW hours. You may volunteer every week, bimonthly,
or one time per month. Lessons are prepared and emailed
in advance, and the children are eager to learn. Contact
Melissa Tuten at melissa@fumct.org for children 0-4 years
old. Contact Amy Thigpen at amy@fumct.org for children
in K-5th grade.

