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The Mother Church
by dr. gorman houston
“…How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings…” —Luke 13:34
In a gesture of hospitality, a young stranger was welcomed into the midweek Bible study at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina, on June 17. An hour later the bodies of three men and six women lay lifeless in a
pool of blood on the church basement floor. The white male visitor had purportedly opened fire on his African-American hosts
in a killing spree, designed to spark a race war in the United States. As news of the event spread, its horror gripped the world.
The suspect must have been shocked by the response to his violent and senseless act. No race war was waged. Instead, almost immediately following the tragic event, signs of unimaginable grace, unity, and courage emerged. In a New York Times’ article describing the worship service the following Sunday at the church, vivid expressions of unity were deemed newsworthy. “Nikki R. Haley, the Indian-American
Republican governor of this state, sat among Democrats — Representative Maxine Waters of California, who is black, and Mayor Joseph
P. Riley Jr. of Charleston, who is white — and Senator Tim Scott of South Carolina, who is black and a fellow Republican. In the back of the
church, an unlikely pairing sat next to each other — Rick Santorum, the conservative Catholic and Republican presidential hopeful, and
DeRay McKesson, a liberal activist who is black and gay.”
In addition, the horror of the terrorist act jump-started stalled efforts to address divisive and harmful symbols of oppression. Confederate
flags, which had been defiantly raised on State House grounds across the South during the Civil Rights Movement in the early 1960’s,
were speedily removed by executive order in Alabama and by legislative act in South Carolina. New discussions of inclusion and unity
emerged. In total, the response has been incredibly redemptive, beginning with the expressions of forgiveness, concern, and even love for
the suspect by the families of the victims and the members of the Emanuel Church.
In Charleston, Emanuel AME Church is known as “Mother Emanuel.” What a beautiful image that is of the church – the mother church!
Truly we have seen both a mother’s heartbreak and a mother’s love for everyone involved. Jesus likened the movement of God to care for
and redeem a lost creation to that of a hen gathering “her brood under her wings.” The redemptive, loving acts of the people of faith at
Emanuel AME Church have helped us all visualize Jesus’ image, reclaim the redemptive power of God’s grace and truth, and understand
the role of the Mother Church in God’s mighty work of redemption.

One of the exciting things about a new
year is the opportunity to start over, to
establish new patterns, to resolve to
be different and a chance to do things
differently. New Year’s Day is not the
only opportunity in the calendar year
to make a fresh start. With the beginning of a new
school year and a new football season, Fall creates
fresh opportunities for more excitement!
Here are some of the offerings from the church that
provide “new beginnings:”
Discovery Weekend will be August 14th-16th. For the
fourth year, our Student Ministries will tie the beginning of school with the impactful power of Discovery
Weekend. Beginning on Friday evening and ending
with the 11:00 service in The Bridge, the senior high
program will lead a weekend experience where the
junior high students have an opportunity to make new
discoveries about God's plan for their lives. What a
powerful weekend!
August 23rd is Promotion Sunday and Back to
Sunday School Sunday. On Promotion Sunday, our
children and students move up to a new grade. Additionally, we stress the importance of adult Sunday
school. Sunday school serves two very important
functions: growing disciples, and providing a smaller,
caring community where participants receive care
and give care to each other. Need a little structure
to help you intentionally grow as a disciple? Sunday
school is for you!

God on Broadway will be August 23rd, 30th, and September 6th. Our fall season of God on Broadway combines the
power and creativity of Broadway with the enduring truth of
the Gospel. Over the past three years, we have learned of
this deeply moving combination. This Fall, we will explore
The Phantom of the Opera, Annie and Beauty and the
Beast. You will not want to miss this meaningful sermon
series in Traditions.
September 20th is Third Grade Bible Sunday. This is an
important rite of passage for our young children. One of the
early purposes of Sunday School was to teach our children
how to read, so they could read the Bible for themselves.
Today, as they begin to develop proficiency in reading, we
the church put into their hands the Bible, the Word of God,
which we previously have received. It is an honor for us to
fulfill this part of our obligation in the baptismal promise to
the children, by giving to them what means so much to us.
This year the Bible presentation will take place in Traditions.
Disciple Bible Study Fast Track registration begins in
August, and the classes begin in September. The Disciple
Bible Study has been a tremendous addition to our educational program. Fast Track cuts the number of weeks to
24, with twelve in the Fall, and twelve in the Spring, giving
a tremendous overview of The Bible. The readings have
been reduced, and the group meetings shortened to one
hour and 15 minutes. This class is designed for first timers and repeat learners. Orientation is Wednesday, August
19th at 11am or 6 pm in the Covenant Class, room 303.
Please plan to attend so that we can order your customized book.
You will see more details of these events within these pages of Connecting Point. As you can see, the beginning of a new school year gives us
the opportunity to start again in several areas of our lives.
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Core Educational Groups

Please register at fumct.org/adult-ministries/weeklysmall-groups in advance for the following courses.

Book of Revelation

LEADER: Rev. Dan Kilgore
OVERVIEW: Rev. Kilgore is a gifted teacher who has
a wealth of knowledge and experience. He has studied the Book of Revelation for years and will share
what he has learned through detailed reading and discussion of
the Book of Revelation.
MATERIALS: Bible

Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life: You
& Your Spiritual Gifts

LEADER: Susan Kizziah
OVERVIEW: God blesses each of us with spiritual
gifts, which enhance our ability to serve Him. The
study will discuss what spiritual gifts are and how they should
be used, and it uses the Haugk Spiritual Gifts Inventory to guide
participants through the process of identifying and exploring their
spiritual gifts.
MATERIALS: Course materials will be provided with payment of
course fee of $20.

Spiritual Classics: Selected readings on
the twelve disciplines
EDITED BY RICHARD FOSTER AND EMILE GRIFFIN
LEADERS: Brad Almond and Rev. Jimmy Mixson
OVERVIEW: The study will focus on the book with the same title,
which provides an in-depth look at twelve spiritual disciplines
through the writings of classic Christian authors including John
Wesley, St. Augustine, Thomas More and others.
MATERIALS: Please bring a copy of the book.

Financial Peace University...discovering
god's vision

LEADER: JG Brazil
ROOM: Artos classroom
OVERVIEW: We all need a plan for our money. The
study teaches God's ways of handling money using video teaching and class discussions. It will show you how to get rid of debt,
manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much more.
MATERIALS: Course materials will be provided with payment of
course fee of $93.

LEADERS: Dr. Ken Dunivant, Sandra Reed, Mary
Meadows, & Lynne Richardson
TIME & LOCATION: Wednesdays at 11:00 AM &
6:00 PM and Sundays at 5:00 PM in the Covenant classroom, Room 303
MATERIALS: Course materials will be provided with payment
of course fee of $32.
OVERVIEW: As explained in Ken’s front page article, Disciple
Fast Track gives an overview of the entire Bible. Ken is teaching Fast Track on Wednesday at 6:00 PM, Sandra Reed will be
teaching Wednesdays 11:00 AM-12:15 PM, and Mary Meadows and Lynne Richardson are leading the Sunday night group
at 4:00 PM. Join us for orientation on this class Wednesday,
August 19 at 11:00 AM or 6:00 PM in the Covenant Class,
Room 303.

alternative groups

No registration or preparation is necessary for the following
groups. Please feel free to attend any group any given week.

Pastor’s Bible Study

LEADERS: Rev. Jimmy Mixson and Rev. Jim
Wilson
OVERVIEW: Each week a pastor will facilitate
discussion of a Bible-focused topic.
MATERIALS: Bible

Book Club

LEADER: Megan Winningham
OVERVIEW: During the first meeting the group
will decide the books it will discuss, which will be
Christian-focused fiction along the lines of The
Hiding Place, The Shack and Kisses from Katie.

Prayer

LEADER: Rev. Randy Allen
OVERVIEW: Our lives are hectic. We seek a time
to slow down and commune with God. We know
that through prayer we grow in Christ and the
barriers separating us from the Holy and Divine shrink, yet
few of us stop to pray as often or for as long as we would like.
Each week we will briefly discuss Biblical principals of prayer
and then we will enter into sacred conversation with God,
together. Some might pray aloud, others might pray silently,
but we all will pray. If the thought of group prayer makes you
uncomfortable, please come and realize that this is a safe
place. Please join us any week or every week.
ROOM: Sanctuary

Mission projects

OVERVIEW: God calls us to transform our faith
into action by offering ourselves in humble
service to others. Each week we will work on a
mission project. We will work on school supplies for local schools, a project for Phoenix House, Operation
Christmas Child, Stop Hunger Now, Tree of Bears and others.
Please join us any week or every week.

welcome | new members

Andrew Kniphfer

MargaretAnn
Corbett
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baptisms | congratulations

Ashley Butts

■ Courtney and George L. Patterson III in the baptism of their
sons, Henry Madison and Hollis
Edward Patterson.
■ Anna and Andrew Kniphfer in
the baptism of their daughter,
Emma Elise Kniphfer.
■ Kristopher and Dayna Strickland in the baptism of their son,
Cleveland Crawford Strickland.

Patterson

Knipher

Strickland

Recent births
■ 6.8.15: Winston Lee Tillery, son of Allison and Brian Tillery of Nashville, Tennessee, and grandson of Beth and Paul Roberts and great-grandson of Rev. Rayford L. Etherton.
■ 6.3.15: Evelyn Merritt McClanahan, daughter of Gina and Scott McClanahan
■ 6.21.15: Jack Douglas Boyd, Son of Michael Douglas Boyd and Christina Shepherd Boyd, and grandson of Aurelia Jeanne
Marcus Boyd.

attendance & budget
		

ATTENDANCE

5.24.15

5.31.15

$18,581.00
$1,094.41
$367.00
$780.00

$32,372.79
$3,009.08
$416.50
$2,647.50

				

6.28.15

TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
WOW						
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL			
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL		
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
YOUTH 		

		

FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING BUDGET
BUILDING BUDGET
ORGAN
DESIGNATED GIVING

ATTENDANCE

TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
WOW						
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL			
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL		
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
YOUTH 		

		

FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING BUDGET
BUILDING BUDGET
ORGAN
DESIGNATED GIVING

608
19
173
17
27
30

632
N/A
199
27
26
50

686
N/A
217
27
30
N/A

$36,281.46
$2,168.39
$402.00
$815.00

6.7.15		
633
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N/A
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18
35
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6.21.15
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$579.00
$1,995.00
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$1,333.33
$437.00
$554.40

7.12.15

7.19.15
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$1,239.87
$554.00
$1,765.00
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$432.00
$1,635.00
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210
27
36
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848
N/A
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THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM & FM. CDs of Traditions & DVDs of The Bridge are
available in the church office. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext. 15 for more information. Listen and watch sermons on our website
www.fumct.org..
ADDRESS • 800 GREENSBORO AVE , TUSCALOOSA, AL 35401
PHONE • 205.345.7261 | FAX • 205.345.7263 | WEB • WWW.FUMCT.ORG | AFTER HOURS PASTORAL EMERGENCY LINE • 205.886.7177
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coming soon to fumct

quick notes
Giving to the Church

Real Estate

Transferring the title of a piece of real estate to the
church is a strategy to help you avoid capital gains taxes
and provide financial support to the budget for programs
of the church. As you consider your personal financial
plan for 2015 and beyond, remember FUMCT. Your gift of
land or a house could be the catalyst to start an important program for adult discipleship, encouraging small
group interaction and spiritual development.

interested in traveling
with church friends?

traditions series august 23, 30 & september 6

Send suggestions of places you are interested in traveling
to (USA or abroad 5-14 days) to Ethelyn at ethelynkstuhr@
gmail.com or call 799-6841.

UMW Circle Meeting

CELEBRATION CIRCLE DUTCH TREAT SOCIAL │ Wednesday, August 5 at 6:00 PM at New Orleans Steak & Seafood
Restaurant (824 McFarland Blvd, Northport, AL 35476)

AUGUST 23

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA

AUGUST 30

ANNIE

DR. GORMAN HOUSTON
DR. KEN DUNIVANT

SEPTEMBER 6

DR KEN DUNIVANT

Sympathy to...
■ Dr. Jen Nickelson (Reginald Albritton) in the death of her father, Richard Nickelson of Athens, Georgia on July 17.
■ Tim (Jenny) Benefield in the death of his mother, Essie Cleaveland of LaGrange, Georgia on July 17.
■ Connie Coleman in the death of her husband, Charles Michael (Mike) Coleman. Sympathy also to sons, Benjamin
Walker Coleman (Carrie) and William Anderson Coleman (Bonnie Gaines) all of Birmingham.
■ Rachel and Scott Hewitt in the death of their infant daughter, Amelia Grace Hewitt. Sympathy to her siblings, Danni
Anne and Kathryn Hewitt.
■ Raymond (Cindy) Housel in the death of his 91 year old aunt, Elsie Housel of Gordo on June 28, 2015.
■ Thomas (Caroline) Willingham in the death of his mother, Grace Lou Stapleton Willingham of Germantown, Tennessee on June 23, 2015. Sympathy also to Virginia Willingham Davis in the death of her grandmother.
■ Carolyn (Mack) Long in the death of Carolyn's sister Susie Annette Prather of Eclectic, AL on June 11, 2015.
■ Earnestine Holman in the deaths of her niece, Ruby Howard and cousin, Jasmane Marshall on June 25, 2015.
■ Bessie Sasser in the death of her daughter, Nana Joy Sasser Farrell of Birmingham. Sympathy also to JoMarie
(Terry) Armstrong of Maryland in the death of her sister.
■ Don (Diane) Salls in the death of his sister, Jean Bowles of Atlanta.
■ Jackie Lord in the death of her aunt, Billie Smith of Sugarland, Texas who passed away on May 28, 2015.
■ Patricia (Glenn) Sparks, Tracie Turner, David Monfore and Lindsay Turner and in the death of their mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, Mary Helen Murphy O'Bryant of Tuscaloosa.
■ Jeb (Kelly) Bonner and son, Ty Bonner in the death of Jeb's father, Horace Cecil Bonner of Tuscaloosa.
■ Elizabeth Boyer Stewart in the death of her husband, Wise Dale Stewart of Tuscaloosa.
■ Cathy (Steve) Flanagan and Cynthia (Greg) Tyler in the death of their mother, Frances White of Tuscaloosa on May
27,2015. Sympathy also to her grandchildren, Graham Flanagan of New York, Ben (Tess) Flanagan of Tuscaloosa,
Suzanne Flanagan of Birmingham; and to Jon (Melanie) and Fletcher Tyler.
■ William "Bill" (Aldis) Donald in the death of his mother, Essie Lou Jones Donald on June 19, 2015. Sympathy, also
to Marion (Chris) Reese in the death of her grandmother.
■ Christine McInnis Wilkinson, age 102, passed away June 16, 2015. Sympathy to her daughter Carol (Claude)
Wilkinson Wright and to her grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
■ Leonard Christopher Kyle, Sr. passed away Sunday, June 21, 2015. Sympathy to his son Leonard Christopher
(Shelley) Kyle Jr. and grandchildren, Ruth Eatmon Kyle of New York and Leonard Christopher Kyle III of Birmingham.
Sympathy also to Mr. Kyle's son, Drew (Anne) Kyle and grandchildren, Marie Rudolf Kyle and Sarah Eatman Kyle of
Memphis and Marilyn "Lynn" McGiffert Kyle of Sewanee.
■ Glenn Long in the death of his mother, Mary Long.
■ Teresa (Mike) Manlief and Bailey (Evan) Bates in the death of their cousin, Chase Hinton.
■ Christy Hartley in the death of her son, Clayton. Sympathy also to Clayton's sister, Mayci.
■ Cindy Housel requests prayer for the family and friends of 43 year old Gary Mullinex of Gordo who died unexpectedly on June 29, 2015.

BEAUTY & THE BEAST

fall
2015

august 27-29, 2015

The fall Little Lambs Sale is scheduled for
August 27-29, 2015. On-line consignor
& worker registration began on July 23 at
9:00 pm at fumct.org/childrens-ministries/little-lambs.
Every spring and fall sale, approximately
120,000 baby and children's items pack
the CAC for our community to shop and purchase gently
used items. This is a “win-win” for the consignor and the
buyer—and for the church! The consignor receives a portion of the sale price, the buyer gets a great item, and the
church receives the remainder of the sale price for use in the
children's ministry. Since 2002, the Little Lambs committee
has worked tirelessly to make sure the sale runs smoothly...
from planning through the sale. Little Lambs volunteers are
invaluable to the sale—we simply could not do it without
them! In addition, we are incredibly thankful to the congregation for their assistance in this mission for our children and
our community.
Most recently, the Kid Check system was purchased and has
been a huge improvement for the security of our children. In
addition, Little Lambs funds have purchased the pagers for
children in the nursery, allowed for the creation of our WOW
area, as well as enabling the Children’s Ministry to have
new equipment and meet other needs not allocated in the
church's budget.
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We begin our fourth God On Broadway sermon
series on August 23 in Traditions with selections
from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the
Opera. An opera dealing with the good and evil
that lies within us, the story deals with coping
with evil and persevering through adversity. On
August 30, we will enjoy selections from the musical, Annie. Set in depression-era unemployment,
the play highlights issues we still deal with today.
Annie highlights the true priorities of life and
the importance of love. Finally on September 6,
Beauty & the Beast addresses Jesus’ message
to us in Matthew 25, the worth of a soul, human
dignity, and learning what it really means to love.
Come join us at the 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM Traditions services every Sunday between August 23
and September 6 to be a part of our creative, music filled sermon series, God On Broadway!!

The Little Lambs committee encourages all church members to consider working a volunteer shift. At least, come
by the CAC during the sale, you will be amazed!
Be watching for more information in the e-connect and
on our website as we approach the spring sale on March
3-5th.
"Like us" on Facebook!
facebook.com/Little-Lambs-Consignment-Sale
Questions? Contact us at
littlelambstuscaloosa@gmail.com or (205) 239-1957.

Did you know?
Since 2002, Little Lambs has supported the FUMCT
Children’s Ministry in wonderful ways! Here are just a
few of the areas Little Lambs funds have been used for
purchases:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parent pager system
Vacation Bible School
Audio/visual equipment/computers
BIGville remodeling/sound system
Cabinets and shelves for classrooms
Souled Out equipment, fresh paint & new furnishings
Third grade Bibles
WOW set up, supplies and music assistant
Butterflies release for the Easter celebration
Mission Possible kids project
Cribs/changing tables in the nursery area
New tables for use church-wide
Volunteer Appreciation
Children’s summer socials
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family ministries

church happenings

summer

mission
trips
VBS was a huge success this year! Our mission
focus was collecting contributions to help in
Nepal via World Help. Our children gave a total
of $1,022.77!

preschool

worship

ARTS

psalm
150

kids

worship

ARTS

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP ARTS THIS FALL │
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS STARTING SEPTEMBER 2
FROM 6:00-7:00 PM │ Children, 3rd through 5th
grade, are invited to join us on Wednesday nights
this fall for a time of fun, fellowship, and praise.
Children’s Worship Arts is divided into three age
groups: Preschool Worship Arts (PWA) - ages 3 and
4, Kids Worship Arts (KWA) – Kindergarten through
2nd grade, and Psalm 150 – 3rd through 5th grade.
These three groups meet from 6:00 – 7:00 pm on
Wednesday nights starting September 2.
Our goal is to provide kids with an agediverse music and arts ministry that allows
them to learn ways to praise and worship
through music, dance, drama, and theater. This fall, we will begin working on
our Christmas musical, “An Out of the Box
Christmas” by David and Celeste Clydesdale.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS │ Sunday, August 9 at
9:00 & 11:00 AM in Traditions & Bridge
KIDDIE KOLLEGE PARENT OPEN HOUSE │ August 16 at
2:00 PM in Chitwood Hall │ See pg. 5 for more details.
PROMOTION SUNDAY │ Sunday, August 23 │ All children
will meet their new teachers and move up to their new
classroom. This is an exciting day for everyone! Please plan
to be here!

The success of the trip would not have been possible without emergency packing of
medical supplies by church staff & short notice delivery to Honduras by Jeff Long.
Many thanks to all of you who supported this trip with your prayers, gifts & service.

Upcoming Mission Opportunities

EL VERGEL AGRICULTURE SCHOOL ANGOL, CHILI │ OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER
7, 2015 │ There is still time to sign up for a mission trip this year. We are forming
a team to work with our long-time missionary partner John Elmore. The group will
work at the agriculture school for the local Mapuche Indian (Chilean Natives) population providing construction work, a relational ministry, and a ministry to children.
The cost is estimated to be between $1,500-$1,800. We pray you will consider
joining this unique opportunity to help serve others. For more information, please
contact Darrell Johnson at dwjohnson96@gmail.com.

Also, all three CWA groups will lead worship in the
Bridge and Traditions throughout the year. Our first
date to lead worship is September 27, when KWA and
Psalm 150 will sing in the Music and Worship Dedication service in 11:00 AM Traditions. We would love for
your children to join us!!! For more information, contact Mandy Smith at mandyloo_38865@yahoo.com.

ACTS 2 │ Acts 2 is a new WNA offering led by Ali Lindsey
and Ashley Green. Children in K–5th will experience a fun
focus on the ideals of this scripture. "And they devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayers." -Acts 2:42.
Please join us as we learn and grow together!

TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS │ Twenty Two Methodist church members returned
on July 3rd from a week long mission trip to Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Working with
John & Dr. Ana Lamon, The Hands of Christ ministry & local translators, our team
members saw 1,174 medical patients, 589 dental patients, 648 eye care patients,
provided small animal veterinary care & organized a children's evangelical ministry
for hundreds of young Hondurans . Thousands of prescriptions were dispensed
from the pharmacy, 575 pairs of prescription eye glasses were delivered along with
protective pouches handmade by the United Methodist Women.

MECHUWUNA METHODIST CAMP IN WINTHROP, MAINE │ During July, eight members from FUMCT went to Camp Mechuwana in Maine to help reconstruct and build
cabins. In addition to reconstructing the cabins, the team also worked with a clothing and nursing home ministry. The camp serves 1000 students each year, with
75% coming from families living below poverty level. The counselors are nearly all
volunteers and teach a wide variety of subjects including music, acting, art, boating,
swimming, and self esteem. If you would like to learn more about this trip, contact
mission team leader Dorothy Raymond at 205.394.4787 or rraymond1887@charter.net, or Joshua Davis at 205.345.7261, ext. 52.

VBS 2015

HAPPENINGS FOR K–5TH GRADE
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Welcome,
Dr. Ratledge
The Chancel Choir
extends many thanks
to Jerrod Newell for
his leadership during the summer
months. Beginning in mid-August,
Dr. John Ratledge, director of choral
activities at the University of Alabama, will be interim director of our
chancel choir, while the search for a
permanent choral director progresses through the fall.

FUMCT GIRLs' SLOW
PITCH SOFTBALL 2015
August 23 at 10:00 am

Return to a class. Visit a different class.
Start attending a class. Find some
answers. Connect to Christ.
Stretch your faith.
Check out fumct.org/adult-ministries/
adult-sunday-school for information
about the 17 adult classes that study
the Bible, discuss social issues and grow
together as Christians. No reservations
required!

Special thanks to all the girls,
parents, and coaches who made
this year a success for our softball
program. We want to give special
recognition to all our wonderful
coaches who donate so much of
their time and energy to the softball program. The 2015 softball
coaches are:
Michael Anderson, Guy May,
David Ryan, Dustin Clary, Bobby
Bragg, Rusty Parker, Clint Sorrell, Amber Norris, Michael Agee,
Kerry Malone, David Welch,
Doug Crump, & Carter Hill
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church happenings

family ministries
WOW & Sunday School

teachers
needed

h a p p e n i n g s
Welcome, Dawn!

BRIDGE WORSHIP COORDINATOR
We moved to Tuscaloosa 2006. While visiting
on a house-hunting trip in March of that year, I
saw The Bridge commercial on a local TV station. To be honest, I was quite surprised to see
“church” advertised on television; something I had never seen
before. That commercial resonated with me. Once we settled
into our home, we started to attend a local Catholic church,
the denomination in which my husband and I were raised and
attended up to that point. Being brand new to the community
and far away from all of our family, I felt isolated and struggled
to feel connected in our church. It was about that time that
I saw the commercial again and asked Don if he would consider attending one Sunday in September of that year. I was
surprised when he answered “Sure!”. I’ll never forget that
Sunday. Because of our upbringing, attending The Bridge, a
United Methodist Church, was a big deal. I don’t remember the
exact title of the sermon that day but it was given by the college
minister and it I believe it was along the lines of, “Sometimes
it’s Okay to Break the Rules”. The gist of it was that God knows
your heart and sometimes we can get lost in the legality of
faith. If you know anything about the Catholic faith, you can
imagine how this felt like a divine appointment to us. We struggled with the decision to attend and join First United Methodist
in the beginning but never forgot the message of that day in
September and, to be honest, haven’t looked back. Just so you
know, I don’t dislike the Catholic faith; quite the opposite, I have
respect and love for the tradition and history of that faith. However, through our church I have had wonderful opportunities to
grow and learn in my faith in ways I hadn’t before. In 2009, I

We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. —1 Thessalonians 1:2
The Bridge welcomes everyone to visit the new prayer
wall located in Chitwood Hall. You are encouraged to write
down and pray over any requests.
approached Mary Bendall and asked if I could serve with the
tech team and design and run the graphics (lyrics, etc. on the
screens). In hindsight, this was obviously a prodding of the
Holy Spirit as I am one of the most technologically challenged
people I know. Not only did I have to learn how to use a Mac
computer but I also had to teach myself how to use ProPresentor, the program used to run the graphics on Sunday
morning. But God never disappoints, and when He calls you
to it, He walks you through it when He calls you, He equips
you. That year I also was given the opportunity to serve on
the Design Team for The Bridge, a team that planned the
worship hour on Sunday. I served in those capacities for five
years before moving to Indiana with my husband last June.
This year his company relocated us back to this area, and I
was asked if I would consider taking on the role of the Bridge
Worship Coordinator. Again, I find myself in a position that I
sometimes feel unqualified for; I am just a Christian, a woman
who only started a personal walk with Christ in my mid-30’s.
How could I be qualified to serve in this capacity? But I still
believe that if He calls you to it, He’ll walk you through it that
God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called. Though
I know there are challenges and will be challenges ahead,
I am honored to serve First United Methodist Church in this
capacity.

Back by popular demand!
Special Guest Speaker, Michael Belk in The Bridge – September 13

Michael Belk, a renowned fashion photographer, will return to First Church and share
his inspiration for creating the 21st depictions of Journeys With the Messiah. During
the past 30 years, Michael Belk’s photography has appeared in fashion publications
including Vogue, Elle, GQ and Vanity Fair for clients that included Nautica, J.Crew and
others. Although his life was defined by great excitement and huge successes, he was
“running on empty.” Something was missing. He felt the presence of God asking him,
“More of your way or would you like to try Mine?” In response, he stepped out in faith
and produced 45 images with “parable-like” messages. Come hear and see his story.

WOW & SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER TRAINING │ August 16
at 12:15 PM in Room 303 ( Covenant classroom)
By serving just 24 hours out of 8,760 hours in a year (12
Sunday School class lessons), you can make an impact on
children that is immeasurable! Sunday School lessons require
little preparation and only 1 hour of teaching time.
Please prayerfully consider teaching in our Preschool, Elementary Sunday School, or in WOW.
For more information or if you wish to serve in this way, please
contact Amy Thigpen at amy@fumct.org or Sandra Reed at
sandra@fumct.org.

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT
PRESCHOOL?

kiddie kollege

open house
JOIN US!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
at 2:00 PM in Chitwood Hall

For more information,
contact Crystal Hollyhand at
kiddiekollege@fumct.org.

Amy Thigpen is our new Director of Children's Ministries. She received her BS in
Secondary Language Arts Education from the
University of Alabama in 1991. After teaching high school English in both Montgomery
and Tuscaloosa for several years, she came
to work at FUMCT as the Director of Christian
Education for four years. At that point, she and her husband
moved their four boys to American Christian Academy where
she returned to the classroom and remained for the past
eleven years.
Amy and her husband, Chris, have been members of FUMCT
since 1998. Their three younger sons are entering 8th, 9th,
and 12thgrades, and their oldest will be beginning his sophomore year at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs.
After many years of educating children in the public classroom,
private classroom and the church, her desire to be with the
children of the church led her back to this new role at FUMCT.
She looks forward getting to know the families and children in
the elementary and preschool program and continue to invite
new families to enjoy all that we have to offer!
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Promotion
for preschool-elementary kids

August 23
at 10:00 AM

For more information,
contact us at
children@fumct.org.
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ministries
Our youth had a great time this summer at Big
Stuf summer camp!

congregational care
This year, our high school youth took an
amazing trip to BigStuf in Panama City
Beach, Florida. We had the great opportunity to grow in our relationship with
Christ and our relationships with each
other as a youth group. It was week full of
fun, sun, and a lot of sand, and I am sure that
everybody is already getting excited for next year!

I had a great weekend with the middle schoolers while
we were at BIgStuf. We learned about how we as
Christians should treat one another and how to be ready
for God to use us every day. BigStuf had fun
things for the kids to do every day (like water
slides and rap concerts) and the leaders
even got to attend a time of fellowship with
other leaders and to learn how best to reach
kids at the stage of life they may be in. I really
appreciated that. After the lessons the
students broke into small groups. We had
several of our students independently decide
to follow Christ as their one true Savior. I believe the weekend was a huge success and I
know the students had fun and grew closer
to one another.

—Tayler Hansford, Youth Intern

STEPHEN
MINISTRY

• Stephen Ministry is a way for congregations to provide high-quality care and outreach
to hurting people in the congregation and community.
• Stephen Ministers are congregation members who go through 50 hours of Christian
Caregiving training.
• Each Stephen Minister is then matched with a hurting person—men are paired with men,
women with women—and meets with that person weekly to listen, care, pray, and encourage.
• Caring relationships last for as long as the need persists.
• Stephen Ministers care for those dealing with grief, divorce, job loss, hospitalization,
financial struggles, loneliness, convalescence, terminal illness, and other life difficulties.
REQUIREMENTS OF STEPHEN MINISTERS:
• Complete 50 hours of training
• Are committed to meeting with a care receiver, usually once a week
• Attend supervision meetings every two weeks
• Commit to two years of service to the congregation as a Stephen Minister

The Card Care Team received an unexpected gift of
original art from one of our long-time members, Nancy Yates Taylor, in appreciation for all the attention
she receives from the group. Nancy is a retired elementary school teacher who studied art under Ann
Foster. In 2011, Nancy suffered a ruptured brain
aneurysm. After many months of health challenges,
Nancy moved to Hallmark Manor at Capstone Village
where she has started painting again.

—Emma Jackson,
Youth Intern

See the dates and times for Move-In Day:
Thursday, August 6:
Tutwiler: 6:30 am - 11:00 am; 10:30 am - 3:00
pm; 2:30 pm - 7:00 pm
All areas: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm; 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Friday, August 7:
All areas: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm; 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Friday, August 14:
All areas: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm; 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Close to 8,000 students will move-in to campus in a five-day period
and we need YOUR help! Below are the dates and times that we
provide help to students to move their personal items into their assigned space on campus.
If I volunteer, what will I be doing?
• Welcome residents and their families, working alongside UA personnel to facilitate a smooth transition from arrival to the unloading zone
• Help parents/residents unload personal items from vehicles onto
moving carts alongside UA Staff (most buildings will have professional movers to do this, but there may be a time when a volunteer
may have to do this.)
• Provide assistance with the transition between unloading zones
and the resident's room.
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Saturday, August 15:
All areas: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm; 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Sunday, August 16:
All areas: 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm
If you are interested in volunteering, please use
the following link to sign up. If you want to serve
as a group, simply create an account and assign
yourself as the group member. You can easily add
members as they sign up. Visit http://housing.
ua.edu/movein/volunteer_cfm to sign up.
For questions please contact Whitney Sewell at
wmsewell@sa.ua.edu.

This painting is from a card that one of the Card Care
Team recently sent to Nancy. Stop by the volunteer
receptionist’s desk in the main office to see this
Nancy with her daughter, McCall, and grandchildren Ruby Carole, Olive, beautiful gift and the card that inspired her.
and Bertie Wascher.

Although Nancy cannot attend services on a regular basis, through the Card Care Team, she remains connected to the heart
of the congregation. If you have a few minutes, a good pen and a heart for service to others, join this team. Susan Kizziah
will provide the cards, the addresses and the postage. You provide the love of Jesus!
JOIN THE CARD CARE TEAM! │ Card Care Team assignments for the month of August will be available for pickup Sunday,
August 9. Cards will be in a basket on the Receptionist’s desk in the church office. If you will not be able to complete your assignment for the month of August, contact Susan Kizziah at 205.345.7261, ext.26 or email her at susank@fumct.org.
QUARTER SUNDAY │ SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 │ On that date, please remember to bring quarters or other monetary donations for our hospital “goodie bag” ministry. Members of our church family who are in the hospital are given a “goodie bag”
which includes snacks, puzzle books, tissues, small notepads, pens, and other items that might be helpful to the patient and
family members. The goodie bags also contain quarters for parking fees. Parking fees have increased, so more quarters are
needed. Thanks in advance for your support of this ministry.
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missions outreach

teers to work in small groups with kids, shelve books in the
library, weed our newly planted garden, or support students
and teachers by meeting their supply or financial needs.

Stephen Ministers: The After People

Last spring, we asked the church to help collect gently used
books for the students of Central Elementary and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Elementary. FUMCT did not disappoint! We
gave away over 1200 books that the children were able to
take home and read over the summer. I was told the kids
were eager to share their books with others. We ARE making a difference in the lives of these children!

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that
Stephen Ministers are the After People.
Stephen Ministers are there:
. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
. . . after the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls
out of your life.
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve
held at bay come crashing in on you.
. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to
your new home.”
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house
suddenly seems empty.
. . . after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is
led away.

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is
old he will not depart from it. —Proverbs 22:6 ESV
We see many images everyday of negative things that are
going on in the world around us. Many of us ask, what can
we do to help? I was raised in this church that charged me
to go out into the world and share Jesus’ love with all people
from all nations. That is easy to say, but not always easy
to do. But, we can start right here in our backyard. We can
plant seeds of love.
I am starting on my 17th year in teaching at a wonderful
school here in Tuscaloosa. This school has children that
need you. They need people who will work with them,
believe in them, and show them unconditional love and support. Many of these families have seen a lot of challenges
and heartache. The children sometimes come to school
feeling defeated. How can you help? We can use volun-

Now we ask you to consider volunteering for a new school
year. If you are outgoing, we can use you to listen to children read or practice math games with them. If you are
shy, maybe you can sign up with a friend or partner. If you
want to work behind the scenes, we can use you as well.
We can use your help in the library shelving books. We can
use you on the weekends to help in the school garden. If
you would like to mentor a child, you can help with that.
But, we need you to help plant the seeds of God’s love!
Please contact Freddie Bruner at (301) 332-1926 to
sign-up. Thank you and God bless.
"The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon
the soil; and he goes to bed at night and gets up by day,
and the seed sprouts and grows--how, he himself does not
know. "The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade,
then the head, then the mature grain in the head.
—Mark 4:26-29

. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever
dreamed possible.
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story
one too many times, but you still need to
talk it out.

Stephen Ministers are the “After People.” They are ready to come alongside you—or
your friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide comfort and support for
www.stephenministries.org
as long after as needed.
Copyright © 2009 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis, Missouri. All rights reserved. Representatives of a congregation have permission
to photocopy this document for use within their congregation to build support for Stephen Ministry.
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We have nearly 200 local teachers to be "adopted" ...select a teacher to bless with a personal note of encouragement and supplies!
The Need: It's time for our annual teacher school supply "blessing." According to both city and county school
systems, the need for supplies for teachers continues to be great. Like years past, we will help with teacher
supplies for our partner schools, Central Elementary and Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary schools, Holt High,
Walker Elementary, and Cottondale Elementary schools.
The Process: You will be able to "adopt" a teacher from one of the above schools at a table in the Great Hall
or outside Chitwood Hall on Sundays, July 26 & August 2. When you "adopt" you will receive a card with the
teacher's name, a list of needed supplies, instructions to write a personal note of encouragement, and instructions of when and where to return both note and supplies at the church. We will receive donations and teacher
notes on August 2 & 9. For more information, contact Ashley Green at ashleyandjeb@yahoo.com.
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