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Feed My Sheep
BY SUSAN KIZZIAH

Jesus calls each of us to ministry when he commands us to “feed my sheep”. We are to bear one another’s burdens and
bring the joy of Jesus to the lives of those who suffer. Through the help of the Holy Spirit, we all can be equipped and
empowered to love others as Jesus loves us. Sounds great, huh? But how can you put your desire to follow Jesus’ commands to feed the hungry, provide clothing to the less fortunate, and to visit those who are sick or in prison into action?
FUMCT offers an amazing variety of opportunities to serve Christ or to “feed my sheep”.
Two ministry opportunities close to my heart and which offer individuals unique ways to serve others are Kairos
Prison Ministry and Stephen Ministry. I have been active in the Kairos ministry since the women’s federal prison
was built in Aliceville in 2013. I honestly can say that I never dreamed I would serve in prison ministry, but I have been
blessed abundantly by saying “yes” to God and serving on Kairos teams. Even if you are unable to commit to the time
requirements necessary to serve on a team, consider being a member of the prayer team or the agape team. These
teams support the group that goes into the prison. God can use you in this ministry with your specific gifts and abilities. Jesus commands us to serve him—even in prisons.
Stephen Ministry allows individuals to care for people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job
loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment. So whether you feel called to
provide Christian care to someone experiencing a difficult time or if you are in need of the special care of a Stephen
Minister, this ministry offers emotional and spiritual support in times of trouble.
His commands aren’t like a multiple choice test where you pick either A, B, or C. Jesus requires us to serve others
in ALL ways that “feed his sheep”. If either of these ministries sounds like a way you would like to “feed my sheep”,
please contact Susan Kizziah for more information at susank@fumct.org or 205.345.7261, ext. 104.

UPDATE

Your strong year-end giving has dropped the building
debt to less than $100,000 ($94,367 to be exact).
We have received 88% of the Harvest Campaign
pledges. You have given over $2.98 million since
May 2012. This is what we have accomplished
with your giving:

1. We met our local goals
• Purchased a new bus;
• Installed a security system; and
• Improved signage to assist in our hospitality.
2. We have given 10% to mission capital projects
• Built a dormitory for Challenge Farm, our orphanage in Kenya;
• Bought property for a school in India; and
• Began building a hospital in Honduras with Dr. Ana and John Lamon.
3. We have reduced our building debt to less than $100,000 ($94,367)
I look forward to announcing the retirement of our
building debt in the next few months. Consider making a
special gift to this debt retirement! Thank you!

Dr. Ken Dunivant,
Senior Pastor
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THE FANNIE MAE
LEE BIBLE CONFERENCE

that

THE EPISTLE OF JAMES
Rev. Jim Wilson | Sundays at 10:00 AM
Lee Classroom (Room 110)

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

The Fannie Mae Lee Bible Conference and
its host, the Lee Sunday school class, is
proud to invite you to the 26th annual bible
conference. The conference will be four
consecutive Sundays in April at 10:00 AM
in room 110.
The Lee Bible Class was organized in 1946
as the Young Couples Class. Mrs. Lucille
Branscomb, the senior pastor’s wife,
sponsored the class and asked Mrs. A. P.
(Fannie Mae) Lee to teach the class. Mrs.
Lee who joined the church in 1928, was
already a popular personality in the church
and known for her dedication and bible
teaching. The conference fund was set up
to honor Mrs. Lee and emphasize her
passion for bible study and spiritual
growth. Mrs. Lee passed away in 1985.
The 2016 conference features our own
Rev. Jim Wilson who will teach on the
Epistle of James. Faith that Works is the title
of the study that will take us through all five
chapters of James-the book that speaks to
the realities of a living faith of Jesus.

The author of this letter is thought to be
James, the brother of Jesus. James didn't
always believe that his brother would become the Messiah. Jesus would visit James after
the resurrection, changing his brother's life forever.
James' writings inspire us to grow, and give us guidelines on everything from finding
peace during the storms of life, to putting faith into action. James teaches us about a
faith to live by - a faith that works. Here are the lessons:
April 3 | Facing Trials & Living out Faith
April 10 | Love, Faith & Action
April 17 | A Word to the Wise
April 24 | Wealth, Waiting & Prayer

Room 110 is near the Church Activity Center. There will be coffee and juice available in
the hallway outside the classroom. Please come early and enjoy fellowship with other
church members!

BAPTISMS

• Congratulations
on the baptism
of Jason "Jace"
Michael Sgarlata,
son of Maggie and
Jason Sgarlata.

• Congratulations
on the baptism of
Carter Reid Griffin,
son of Amanda
Griffin.
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BIRTHS
• Congratulations to Misty and Blake
Tidwell on the birth of their twin sons,
Kody Grey and Brady Gage Tidwell, who
were born Thursday, March 3, 2016.

SYMPATHY TO

• Sympathy to Jeanne Marcus Boyd in the death of her uncle, Donald Hugh Marcus Sr. of Pleasant Grove, AL, on
February 23, 2016. Sympathy also to Michael Douglas Boyd and Claire Elizabeth Boyd Boothe in the death of their
great-uncle.
• Sympathy to Bill (Margaret) Smith in the death of his brother, John "Pete" Smith, who died on February 25, 2016
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Sympathy also to Tim Smith in the death of his uncle.
• Sympathy to Bill (Nola) Stakem in the death of his uncle, Donald McBrayer of Tuscaloosa, on March 6, 2016. Sympathy also to BJ (Valentina) Stakem, Alex, Jonas and Ronan in the death of their great uncle and great-great uncle.
• Sympathy to Susan (Jan) Kizziah in the death of her father, Ed Prigmore, on March 8, 2016. Sympathy also to Ed's
widow, Grace Prigmore. Sympathy also to Gina (Brandon) Sevedge, Addie and Jack Sevedge in the death of their
grandfather and great-grandfather.
• Sympathy to Ellen (Danny) Potts in the death of her father, George Woodward of Huntsville, Alabama on March 13,
2016. Ellen is the executive director of Habitat for Humanity Tuscaloosa. Sympathy also to Julie and Marie Potts in
the death of their grandfather.
• Sympathy to Glenn Long in the death of his brother-in-law, Johnny Burns, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on March 21,
2016.
• Sympathy to Carlos (Angela) Berry in the death of his aunt, Carmen Furster of Tampa, Florida on March 15, 2016.
Sympathy to Avery Berry in the death of his great aunt.
• In thanksgiving for her life, Elizabeth Lucille "Lu" Stuart, who passed away March 16, 2016. Sympathy to her
nephew Tommy (Sandra) Stuart of Birmingham.
• In thanksgiving for his life, Gerald (Gerry) Cheatham, who passed away Thursday, March 17, 2016. Sympathy to
his sons, Scott (Fran) Cheatham of Tuscaloosa and Todd Cheatham of Chicago.

ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
ATTENDANCE		
		
TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL			
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL		
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
WOW
YOUTH
FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING BUDGET
BUILDING BUDGET
ORGAN
DESIGNATED GIVING
DEBT

2.21.16		
842
303
60
54
24
45
$38,900.21
$12,764.00
$284.00
$96,543.07
N/A

2.28.16		
750
287
78
51
31
N/A
$29,037.52
$2,889.00
$264.00
$1,110.00
N/A

3.6.16		
779
273
63
30
25
58
$47,202.78
$405.00
$170.00
$3,469.00
N/A

3.13.16		
553
185
21
29
N/A
9
$45,083.95
$2,373.00
N/A
$1,445.00
N/A

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

3.20.16
789
234
54
46
N/A
40
$23,119.15
N/A
N/A
$950.00
$7,474.00

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online. CDs of Traditions & DVDs of The
Bridge are available in the church office. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext.100 for more information.
Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/media/sermons.

10

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
fi

rs

t

um

TU

c
HOLY

SC

BIBLE

AL

WINTER+SPRING

OO

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

More Than a Sale
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Little Lambs Consignment Sale Spring 2016
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Wednesday Night Alive
MENUS
APRIL 6, 2016

Tossed Salad, Coleslaw, Artichoke
Chicken, Wild Rice, Oven Roasted
Asparagus, Yeast Rolls, Dessert/
Ice Cream, Tea, Water, Coffee
Kidzone: Pizza, Lemonade
(Last WNA for the spring!)

APRIL 13, 2016
No WNA

GIVING
Giving electronically is a
secure and cost effective
way of giving your tithes and
offerings of generosity to God
through the ministries of First
United Methodist Church.
Visit our website at
fumct.org/give if you are
interested in making a one
time or recurring gift.

MERRY METHODISTS

Estate Planning Meeting | April 5
at 10:00 AM in the Parker Fireside
Room | April brings showers,
flowers and paper work (tax season).
Whether you have files, or piles
of paper, you have to handle the
"mess". Guest speaker Betty Fields
can help. As a volunteer instructor
for OLLI, she'll present the "Common
Sense Approach to Estate Planning."
This is an opportunity to help you
and your family.

KAIROS TEAM COMISSIONING

Several women from FUMCT served on the Aliceville Federal
Corrections Institute Kairos weekend in February.

Congregational Care

Nursing Homes & Assisted Living Facilities, Hospitalizations & Surgeries
Nursing Homes and Assisted Living Facilities | Our congregational care
volunteers want to bring the love of Christ to the loved ones of our church family
members who may reside in nursing homes or assisted living facilities. If you
have a loved one who lives in one of these settings, please call or email Susan
Kizziah with the name of your loved one and name of the facility in which they
live. Contact susank@fumct.org or 205.345.7261, ext. 104
Hospitalizations and Surgeries | Due to privacy laws, our pastors and other
members of the hospital visitation team cannot visit you or your loved ones
when in the hospital or when facing surgery if you do not let us know about
the situation. We want to be there to offer support and care. When a situation
occurs, please contact Susan Kizziah so we can visit you, pray for you, and
support you and your family during times of need at susank@fumct.org or
205.345.7261, ext. 104.

EASTER EGG HUNT

Our children had a great time at this
year's Easter Egg Hunt!

Every spring and fall, approximately 120,000 baby and
children’s items pack the Church
Activity Center for the Little Lambs
Consignment Sale. Thousands of
shoppers across West Alabama
plan their schedule around this
event. Expectant parents, grandparents, and friends flood the
church searching for the latest
gently used children’s clothing,
shoes, nursery items, toys, books
and accessories. Outsiders looking in may only see it as a giant
sale with great deals, but others
see it as a time of fellowship, and they look forward to it
each year.
Little Lambs shopper, Kim Hester, has been coming to the
sale over the past 12 years, and always tries to be the first
person in line. At 7:30 AM on Thursday, Hester was the first
one at the church, determined to find the best deals for her
new grandson. But for Hester, Little Lambs is much more
than finding a great deal, it’s also a time of fellowship. “I love
Little Lambs because we all get to meet new friends,” Hester
said. “Every year we get in line and sit around and talk. We
paint nails and order lunch. We pray for each other.”
Behind Hester is FUMCT member, Claire Brock. The two
met five years ago at the sale, and have stayed in touch
over the years. Brock said, “I’m aware at how much good
this does for our church. It’s a great saving for my daughter and my niece to come and shop for them. I get to add
things in my house like toys and clothes that I would have
to go out and buy.”
Hester and Brock stay in touch over Facebook, and plan
to see each other during the next Little Lambs Sale. Julie
Salter, one of the sale organizers, said, “The Little Lambs
committee is excited to say that we had record sales and
over 300 people shopped the Thursday night preview sale.
The outreach we see from this ministry and our time spent
at the church is so rewarding and we hope the church
family knows how much their volunteer hours, donations,
consigning, and shopping means to us and to the children's ministry at the church.” Thank you to everyone who
participated in this event. We will see you at our next sale
on August 25-27th!
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CHILDREN & STUDENTS
WELCOME, KHRISTINA MOTLEY!

Khristina Motley is the choral director for
Hillcrest High School. She feels privileged
to have had opportunities to bring the
joy of music to all ages, which includes
the Tuscaloosa Pre-K Arts Initiative, elementary and
secondary schools, children, youth, and adult church
choirs, as well as institutions of higher education.
Khristina received her PhD from The University of Alabama in 2015. She was led to the children of FUMC,
and for that she is thankful. -Psalm 104:33

KIDDIE KOLLEGE
All four classes participated in the annual Kiddie Kollege
Spring Program. The children did a great job and enjoyed
performing in front of their loved ones. Thank you to all of
those that helped behind the scenes as well as everyone
that came out to watch.

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS: JUNE 13-16
Don’t miss your chance to join in all the fun of Cave
Quest—Where we will follow Jesus the Light of the
World. Online and onsite registration begins May 1.
VBS requires a large amount of volunteers! Please
consider helping us share the love of Jesus during
this time. Contact Amy Thigpen at amy@fumct.org to
volunteer.

PWA, KWA, AND PSALM 150 PRESENT "GOD'S NOT
DEAD" | SUNDAY, APRIL 3 AT 6:00 PM IN CHITWOOD
HALL | Please come out and join us for this

special worship service that focuses on God's presence in our everyday lives and His great love for us!

FOOMACK SERVE DAY

On April 3, 2016 FooMack Students are partnering with
Love Inc. to give back. It is the heartbeat of FooMack to
not only receive from FUMC, but also to give back and say
thanks by serving. FooMack students will mow lawns, pull
weeds, and assist in spring cleaning.

Wednesday, April 6 at 6:00 PM | Pizza party celebration for Children's Worship Arts (Last WNA of the
spring) Contact Mandy Smith at mandyloo_38865@
yahoo.com for more information.

NEW BABY SUNDAY, APRIL 10 IN TRADITIONS WORSHIP
9:00 AM or 11:00 AM Worship Services and 10:00
AM Reception in Parker Fireside Room | Families with
babies born in 2015 (Jan. - Dec.) are invited to attend a
Traditions worship service of their choice. All the family,
including siblings, will be introduced to the congregation. During the reception a keepsake photograph will
be made in the courtyard and/or sanctuary. Please
come and let us celebrate the addition of your newest
family member. Contact Sandra Reed for more information at sandra@fumct.org.

BOX TOP PROGRAM
Thank you to everyone who has brought
their box tops in for our Adopt A School
program! Our goal is to collect 25,000, so
be sure to bring yours to the church office.
The picture is a thank you card from Central Elementary School for adopting their school.

NEW COLLEGE CLASS

On April 3, 2016 we will be launching a brand new college
Sunday school class. Josh Davis and Stephen Stroud will be
teaming together to launch this new ministry. Join us in room
219 for the study of "If" by Mark Batterson. Contact
charlee@fumct.org for more information.

2016 MEMORIALS
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MEDIA TEAM

COLUMBARIUM NICHES

The Columbarium and Courtyard Garden, on the north side of the
church, adjacent to Chitwood Hall, is a sacred and holy place. There
is a wall of niches designed to hold the remains of our church members. The focal point of the area is an exquisite marble statue of
Jesus, hand carved by sculptor, Carlo Roppa, from marble taken from
the mountains of Carrara, Italy. The Lord’s arms are open, extending
His peace to all who enter the courtyard. There is a fountain which
provides the comforting sound of falling water, reminding us of the
living water that Christ provides for us.
The Columbarium currently has 75 niches available. Each niche is
pre-cast concrete with room for two urns. The current price is $3,250
per niche.
If you are interested in more information or if you would like to
discuss purchasing a niche, please contact Josh Davis at jcd1177@
charter.net. or Gina Johnson gina@fumct.org or call to speak to one
of them in the church office at 205.345.7261.

Sunday School
101 CLASS

Redesigned, renamed, and rejuvenated. The
Sunday School 101 class invites you to stop in
Room 213 and join them for class at 10 AM each
Sunday. Members of the class lead the discussion which centers on scripture-based material
that relates to matters of faith, life, social issues
and personal concerns. Most of the members are
in their 40s.
We have 18 adult Sunday school classes, including a new class for college students. All of the
classes are caring groups of adults that meet to
study and support each other in spiritual development. Most enjoy social times together away
from the church and some are active in mission
projects like Habitat for Humanity and the Y’s
Readers Summer Program.
If you are interested in visiting a class, review the
list at www.fumct.org/ministries/adult, then call
Gina Johnson at the church, 205.345.7261, ext.
101 and she can help you find a class and connect you to a class member for your visit.

Members Needed!
Over the past year we have been fortunate enough to have the capability of
watching the Traditional services online.
Starting in April you will be able to view
The Bridge services online as well! We
are excited about this opportunity, and
look forward to spreading the good
news to a larger audience. As our media
needs are advancing, we are searching for volunteers who have a heart for
story-telling. No experience is required,
just a love for the church and media.
If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Liz Kindred at liz@fumct.org
or at the church office 205.345.7261,
ext. 106. To view the services online,
visit our website, www.fumct/media/
sermons.

“Peter, do you love me?” The tenderness of Jesus toward
Peter following Peter’s failure to acknowledge that he
knew Jesus, and his denial that he was His follower has
been the discussion of biblical scholars. By asking Peter
three times to reaffirm his love for Him, Jesus was
reclaiming Peter as the leader of His disciples. After
each proclamation of love, Jesus challenges Peter to
demonstrate his love by feeding His sheep.
Obviously, Jesus is not recommending a vocational
change from fishing to shepherding. He is asking Peter to
tend to the needy, the vulnerable, the weak ones of life.
Jesus is giving Peter and all who want to be disciples of
Jesus, instructions on what the resurrection means.

A NEW SERMON SERIES
SUNDAYS, APRIL 3-MAY 1

Over the next few weeks (April 3-May 1), we will be
exploring ways to feed the sheep of Christ with specific
actions that we can take to make a difference in lives of
other people right here. Make your plans to attend all
five of the sermons.

UMW

Spring 2016. Some were new parents. Some were new
grandparents. Some were young marrieds. Some were
long-time couples. Some were single-head-of-household.
Some had invested wisely. Others were in debt with
credit cards. Almost all had a car loan or a mortgage.

CIRCLE MEETINGS

• Celebration Circle (NEW meeting place
and monthly day) | Monday, April 11 at
5:45 PM | District Conference Office at
2302 14th Street. Office has black awning
sign: Southwest District UMC (One block
off Greensboro Ave)
• Charlotte Shamblin Bible Study Circle | Monday,
April 11 at 10:00 AM in the Lee Classroom.

Money is difficult to manage. It flows easily in and out of
our wallets. If you manage it properly, more will flow into
your wallet than out of your wallet. But you must learn to
take control—or the lack of money will control you.

• Faith & Friendship Circle | Monday, April 11 at 10:30
in Parker Fireside.

Should I enroll in
Financial Peace University?

• Wesleyan Circle | Monday, April 18 at 2:00 PM in
Parker Fireside.

Know well the condition of your flocks, and
give attention to your herds. (Proverbs 27:23)

• Circle of Hope | Meets 2nd Wednesdays at 7:00 PM at
different restaurants around Tuscaloosa. Email
reesegrantham@gmail.com for specific information.
• Sisters of Grace | Meets monthly at different times
and locations at restaurants in Tuscaloosa. Email
candice.r.robbins@gmail.com for specific information.

In the days of wise King Solomon, the author of
Proverbs and the great temple builder, your flock was your
currency. How many sheep you had and the condition of
that flock was a measure of your family’s wealth. The
family herd was your inheritance. You had to know your
herd, watch your herd, protect your herd.

• Crafts Circle | Meets every Wednesday in the Dee
Krupp Crafts Room, 1:00-4:30 PM to work on arts and
crafts for the Mission Market.

Today is no different. We use dollars instead of sheep to
purchase things. We still must know our accounts, watch
our dollars and protect our family’s funds.
Over 50 families in our church studied Dave Ramsey’s
Financial Peace University (FPU) course in Fall 2015 and

In FPU, there are seven steps to learning to manage
your/God’s money like God intends for us. In nine weeks,
following biblical principles, you will learn how to dump
debt, invest wisely, choose the right insurance products
and save for major purchases. You may know a family or
a single person who would benefit from FPU. Encourage
them and bring them with you to a class.
Is your next step to buy a house? Set up a college
tuition fund? Are you considering retirement? Or the
inheritance you will leave your children? Or do you need
to find a way to stop worrying about money?
It is your time to take FPU. Join us this summer, in a class
specially designed for teachers and educators who may
have a little more free time to study with us. Join us this
Fall as we broaden the reach of FPU and enroll 300 families of our church in the program. Know what assets you
have and what you are doing with your money.
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Fitness:

M

4

10

17

24

25

Wesleyan Circle

Aerobics Workout
9 AM

feed my sheep

uMW day

Fitness:
Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Senior
Fitness
Sunday School @ 10 AM
8 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM
Interval Workout
FANNIE MAE LEE BIBLE
9 AM
CONFERENCE

WORSHIP

feed my sheep

FANNIE MAE LEE BIBLE
CONFERENCE

18

UMW Charlotte
Shamblin Circle

UMW Faith &
Friendship

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Interval Workout
9 AM

11

UMW Executive
Board Meeting

9 AM

Fitness:
Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Sunday School @ 10 AM Senior Fitness
8 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

Card Care Team
Pick Up

feed my sheep

New Baby Sunday

FANNIE MAE LEE BIBLE
CONFERENCE

Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Sunday School @ 10 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM

WORSHIP

CHILDREN'S
SPRING MUSICAL
God's Not Dead
@ 6 PM

YOUTH SERVE DAY

feed my sheep

fpu @ 8:15 AM

FANNIE MAE LEE BIBLE
CONFERENCE

Traditions @ 9&11 AM
Senior Fitness
Sunday School @ 10 AM 8 AM
Bridge @ 9&11 AM
Aerobics Workout

WORSHIP

SU

5

W

6

13

Dinner @ 5PM
Classes @ 6PM

2016

BIBLE

26

19

20

fpu @ 6:00 PM

27

Fitness:
Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

Fitness:
Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

Fitness:
TBC 9 AM

fpu @ 6:00 PM

Fitness:
Fitness:
Step&Sculpt 9 AM Senior Fitness 8 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
TBC 5:30 Class

12

Merry methodists
estate planning
meeting

HOLY

Last WNA for the
Spring!

Fitness:
Fitness:
Senior
Fitness 8 AM
Step&Sculpt 9 AM
YOGA 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 Class
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April 2016
TH

28

21

14

7

22

15

8

1

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

29

2

23

16

9

REHEARSAL FOR
CHILDREN'S
SPRING MUSICAL:
God's Not Dead
9 AM – 11 AM

SA

30

stephen ministry training retreat

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

concert @ 7:30 Pm

Ethos

@ 11:30 AM

fpu

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

@ 11:30 AM

fpu

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

Fitness:
Senior Fitness
8 AM
Step&Sculpt
9 AM

F

