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My mom was a stay-at-home mother until I was in the fifth grade, when she went to work with the 
Alabama Heart Association.  One of her regrets about working was how far behind she became 
with her “stories.”  That’s what she called the soap operas that she watched everyday for years.  The 
Edge of Night and General Hospital were regulars; the Young and the Restless, not so much.  She 
loved her stories!

Stories are central to our lives.  We live our lives in story.  Sometimes a new friend will ask, “Tell me your stories,” 
and I will pick a jumping-off point and start talking.  My grandchildren often play in stories.  They put on a pirate 
hat, grab a sword, and off they go.  The patio at our house has been labeled their “kingdom,” and at times their 
job is to protect the kingdom from ninja attacks.  Oh, imagination!

Jesus did much of his teaching in stories.  The accounts differ as to why he spoke in parables, but one thing is 
clear:  the parables made such an impact that even years later, in the written recording of Jesus’ stories, the sto-
ries are the most reliable accounting of the words of Jesus.  

We have had fun this year, looking at one story each week.  We have read devotionally about the stories, studied 
them in small groups and Sunday school, and used them as the focus of worship and sermons.  The 53 Stories 
that we want every member to know and embody.  That is our goal.

There is something else about these biblical stories.  We believe that God’s Spirit has been active in the telling, 
retelling, capturing in writing, translating and reading of these stories.  They are inspired.  They have a power that 
over the years has touched and changed people’s lives.  When we allow the stories to shape us, they provide a 
filter through which we view the world.  One biblical scholar used the image of putting on “Jesus glasses.”  We 
look at the world through the eyes of Jesus.  So when we see a beggar at the intersection of an interstate, we 
are compassionate.  When we see the drunk stumble and fall on the sidewalk, we do not look at the broken man 
with disdain, but with the compassion of Christ.  When we see a person of difference, we seek that which binds 
us together, rather than all the ways we are different.  God has used these stories to shape the church after Jesus.

This month, we will be studying Jacob’s ladder, the crucifixion, the prodigal son and the Noah stories.  How 
profound they are. How powerful they are, in reminding us of God’s active presence in the world, of God’s love 
for us all, of the reclamation of a lost son, and the preservation of human kind!  Join us as we study these truly 
important stories!

Dr. Ken Dunivant, Senior Pastor
R E V.  J E S S E  T O S T E N ,  A S S O C I AT E  PA S T O R

More About Stories
DR. KEN DUNIVANT, SENIOR PASTOR

Sunday School 
Test Drive

Interested in learning more about your faith, but not sure how? Want to get more connected to 
the church, but don’t know where to begin? Interested in Sunday school, but not sure which class 
is right for you? Join Pastor Jesse Tosten for Sunday School Test Drive, a four week “test drive” 
where we will find out what it means to be part of Sunday school. Besides the coffee and dough-
nuts, our time together will be centered on getting to know each other, looking at some key 

principles of discipleship, and providing information about our Sunday school program. Join us in the Stabler 
Conference Room at 10:00 a.m. on October 10, 17 and 24th! We hope you’ll be there! 

SUNDAYS OCTOBER 10, 17 & 24 AT 10:00 A.M. 
in the Stabler Conference Room
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THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online. CDs of Traditions & DVDs 
of The Bridge are available in the church office. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext.100 for more information. 

Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 7/31/17
Anticipated Income (YTD): $1,333,664
Actual Income (YTD): $1,306,637
Organ Debt: $347,222

NEW MEMBERS

1217
56
33

310
210

• Charles Evans Brasfield, son of Meri 
Catherine and Jason Brasfield.

Led by Rev. Randy Allen
IN THE SANCTUARY | Meets All Weeks

Led by Dr. Ken Dunivant
ROOM 110-LEE CLASSROOM | Meets All Weeks
Course Material: Bible

Led by Rev. Jesse Tosten
ROOM 220 | Meets All Weeks
Course Material: Bible

Led by Dennis Harkey
PARKER FIRESIDE ROOM | Meets All Weeks

Led by Adam Lang
STABLER CONFERENCE ROOM
Meets 9 Weeks | Course Material: $20

Led by Lisa Hembree
ROOM 222 | Meets All Weeks

Led by Rev. Dan Kilgore
ROOM 216 | Meets All Weeks

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY Led by 
Laurie Copeland | ROOM 219 | Meets 11 Weeks

Prayer & Holy Communion

Wednesday Nights Alive!

53 Stories of the Week: Pastor's Bible Study

Visit fumct.org/ministries/wednesday-nights 
to register! Classes fill up fast, so sign-up soon!

September 6-November 15, 2017

Foundations of Christianity

Singles Together

You and Your Spiritual Gifts: 
Discovering God's Vision for Your Life

Bringing Up Boys by Dr. James Dobson

Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer
758
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• Cyndee, Dan, Annabelle 
and Greyson Worrall

DEATHS | SYMPATHIES
• In thanksgiving for his life, Ralph M. Krupp of Tuscaloosa, Alabama who died on August 3, 2017.  Sympathy to 
his daughter, Margaret Conrad.
• In thanksgiving for his life, Roy Franklin Stipe of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on August 18, 2017.  Sympathy to his son 
Thomas Hall Stipe (Sharon) and granddaughter, Sarah Eleanor Stipe, of Tuscaloosa.
• Sympathy to Joe and Memorie Gosa on the death of his mother, Robbie S. Gosa of Hoover, Alabama on July 
28, 2017.
• Sympathy to Mary Jon and Al Sneckenberger on the death of her step-mother, Pat Harris of Fort Sill, Okla-
homa on August 7, 2017.
• Sympathy to Susan and Tony Smith in the death of their granddaughter Mary Catherine Smith of Birmingham 
on August 11, 2017.
• Sympathy to Claire and Paul Stephens on the death of her mother, Marjorie Morrow of Washington, Georgia 
on August 9, 2017.
• Sympathy to Janice and Grier Stewart on the death of her mother, Agnes Cole of Charlotte, North Carolina 
on August 13, 2017. Sympathy also to grandsons Will and Cole Stewart.
• Sympathy to Jane Nichols on the death of her uncle, Waymon Moore of Atlanta, GA on August 18, 2017.
• Sympathy to Michael Jordan (Shelley) on the death of his mother, Lucy Jordan of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on 
August 20, 2017. Sympathy also to her grandsons Alex and Davis Jordan.

Led by Jackie Greene
Meets All Weeks | ROOM 215 
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FUMCT

Bicentennial Celebration

BIRTHS | CONGRATULATIONS
• Congratulations to Jamie and John Conger on the birth of their son, Henry Matthews Conger on August 3, 
2017. Congratulations also to Vivian Conger on the birth of her brother.
• Congratulations to Lauren and Brian Hurd on the birth of their daughter, Elizabeth Ann Hurd, August 20, 2017 
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  Congratulations also to Harrison Hurd on the birth of his sister.

BAPTISMS

Wednesday Nights Alive Returns!
Dinner and Programs for ALL AGES 
return September 6th!

DINNER IN CHITWOOD HALL 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. | Check weekly 
e-Connect for menu. Adults: $7. 
Children: $4. Family Maximum: $20.
BIRTH – 2 YEAR OLDS
5:45 – 7:00 p.m. | Classroom, playground 
time and music.
7:00 – 7:30 p.m. | Extended Care for 
parents in late classes. (plan for extra 
bottles, snacks etc.)
3 & 4 YEAR OLDS
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. | Music, crafts and 
recreation in preschool hall.
7:00 p.m. | Parent pick-up in the 
classroom.
7:00 – 7:30 p.m. | Extended care for 
parents attending late classes. (plan for 
extra bottles, snacks etc.)
KINDERGARTEN – 5TH GRADE
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. | Music, crafts and 
recreation.
7:00 p.m. | Parent pick-up.
7:00 – 7:30 p.m. | Extended care for 
parents in late classes.
6TH – 12TH GRADE
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. | Foo_MACK meets in 
Horton Café and Callahan Auditorium for 
dinner and worship/fellowship.
ADULTS
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. | Pilates, Total Body 
Conditioning, Beginner Yoga (Church 
Activity Center).
6:00- 7:00 p.m. | Adult Classes | Visit 
fumct.org/ministries/wednesday-nights 
for a list of classes and locations.
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. | Hang-out time for 
parents in Children’s Library (2nd floor).
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. | Adult Handbell Choir | 
Room 003 (lower level floor).
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. | Singles Together | 
Room #100 led by Dennis Harkey.
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. | Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal | Room 004 (lower level floor) 
led by Dr. John Ratledge.

F A L L  C L A S S 
O f f e r i n g s  2 0 1 7

Classes 
Begin

Sept. 6!

Grief Share Support Group
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Upcoming Travel Options | It's Not Too Early to Plan Ahead!
Watch for details on these opportunities and contact Ethelyn Stuhr at ethelynkstuhr@gmail.com or 205-799-6841 for more 
information.
• May 27-June 7, 2018 | Maritimes Coastal Wonders to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island  (22 spots available) 
• March 15-22, 2019 | Iceland's Magical Northern Lights (24 spots available) 
• May 25-June 4, 2020 | Classic Danube cruise from Budapest to Passau, then on to Oberammergau Passion Play (30 spots 
available) for this once in a lifetime trip! 

Holy Land Journey
January 30 – February 8, 2018
Rev. Randy Allen and Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett are hosting a trip to the Holy Land in early 2018.  You have read about 
these places in the Bible and now you can see the Bible come to life in this tour.  Imagine sitting in the synagogue at Caper-
naum where Jesus taught. Or climbing the hill where Jesus preached the Beatitudes. You will see the Sea of Galilee, Naza-
reth, Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. You will walk the Via Dolorosa and stand in reverence at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Extensions are available to the tour to include Cairo, a Nile cruise and the Wonders of Petra.  You can also 
add on some days in Jerusalem. The cost of the trip, including some meals, airfare, hotel and motorcoach transporta-
tion is $3,346 from Birmingham.  Priority reservations should be made by October 17th.  If you are interested in the 
full brochure or if you have questions, please contact Randy Allen at randy@fumct.org.  

UMW Circle Meetings 
The UMW Circles will be back in full swing starting this month:  

• Celebration is Monday, September 11 at 5:45 p.m. at UMC SW District 
Office.

• Charlotte Shamblin Bible Study is Monday, September 11 in the Lee 
Classroom at 10:00 a.m.

• Faith and Friendship is Monday, September 11 at 11:30 at the home of 
Virginia Brazil.

• Wesleyan is Monday, September 18 at 2:00 p.m. in Parker Fireside 
Room.

• Crafts Circle meets every Wednesday from 1:00-4:30 p.m. in the Crafts 
room for fellowship and projects.  Contact Ann Curry for information: 
ac386164@charter.net. 
Two circles that include many of our younger women are Circle of Hope 
and Sisters of Grace.  For more information on these circles, contact the 
leaders:  Circle of Hope (Frances Ann Baggett at 205-269-9191) or Sisters 
of Grace (Julie Salter at 205-292-7332).

BBQ Sale
The UMW is taking orders for Robertson’s barbeque.  We will be selling 
pork butts for $35 and hams for $45.  You can also purchase their sauce for 
$6 a jar.  

The sale begins September 3rd.  All orders must be placed by October 
29th.  Pick up will be November 11th, in the CAC from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  
Proceeds of the sale go to local missions.  

Dr. Ken Dunivant's 
Retirement
               At the end of July, Dr. Ken  
               Dunivant announced his 
               intention to retire as senior  
               minister of our church.  
                                                     In a message to the 
                                                     congregation he explained      
                                                     that the decision was 
                                                     difficult but, “After much     
                                                     thought and prayer, Barbara     
                                                     and I have decided that I    
                                                     will retire in June of 2019   
                                                     after 46 years of ministry.” 

Announcing it this early will give the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee (SPRC), the District Superintendent and the 
Bishop the best opportunity to plan for a smooth transi-
tion.  SPRC members including Chairperson Madelene 
Hollingsworth and Mike Rodgers, former Administrative 
Board chairperson, spoke to the congregation in the ser-
vices in late July.  

The bishop gave the SPRC several options for filling the 
position including appointing an interim pastor for one 
year, appointing a senior pastor who would permanently 
fill the position the day after Ken retired or working with 
the SPRC to select a Senior Pastor Designate.  The Senior 
Pastor Designate would be appointed to the church in 
June, 2018 and would serve alongside Ken until Ken’s re-
tirement in June, 2019.  At that time, the Designate would 
fully assume the role of  Senior Pastor.  This process has 
been used in several Alabama churches and was recently 
successful at Trinity United Methodist Church in Home-
wood, Alabama.  

The Administrative Board approved this Senior Pas-
tor Designate plan at its meeting in July.  Bishop Debra 
Wallace-Padgett and District Superintendent Roger 
Thompson were informed of the decision and the process 
will move forward.  As it does, the SPRC welcomes your 
input.  Committee members will be visiting Sunday school 
classes and small groups this fall to give more information 
and answer your questions.  

If you would like to contact Madelene, Mike or other 
members of the SPRC, please email contact@fumct.org 
and they will reply promptly.  
Please be in prayer for this transition.  We appreciate 
Ken’s long and excellent service to our church and pray 
that God is preparing someone to lead us into the future.  
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Church Artifacts Needed
First United Methodist Church's Bicentennial Artifacts 
Committee is seeking information concerning the church's 
history, including copies of sermons, Sunday school re-
cords, UMW, Boy Scout activities, sports activities, youth 
activities, obituaries, weddings, write-ups on members, 
and any pictures with names that relate to our history. This 
information will be placed on exhibit and presented to 
members and visitors. Copies and originals can be re-
turned to donors. 
For more information, contact Reita Mann (reitamann@
bellsouth.net) or bring artifacts to the church office.

THANK YOU FOR DONATING 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Thank you to all who donated to our Central & MLK 
Elementary school supply drive! We delivered a total of 
84 backpacks and 33 packages of teacher’s supplies on 
Monday, August 7th. We appreciate your investment in 

these students and teachers, here’s to an 
amazing school year!

Fannie Mae Lee Bible Conference 2017 | Thank you 
to the Fannie Mae Lee Bible Class for an outstanding 
conference this year. Stay tuned in 2018 for a special 
bicentennial conference. 

A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

Why join a class?
Here are four great reasons to sign up for a Sunday school class:
• You will grow spiritually & learn more about the Bible…
• You will meet new friends…
• You will give and receive encouragement & care…
• You will have a lot of fun…

How do I sign up?
No need to sign up—just head to the location of your class of 
choice. If you have any questions, we have tables in The Great 
Hall or in the hallway of Chitwood Hall after the service today. 
You may also e-mail Jesse at jesse@fumct.org.

togetherGrow class options
• COLLEGE | for Singles ages 18-22 | Room 213 | 
led by Stephen Stroud & Joshua Davis
• WESLEY | for Couples & Singles ages 20’s-40’s | 
Room 308 | led by Greg Gambril
• CONVERSATIONS | for Couples & Singles ages 
30’s-40’s | Room 302 | led by Dayna & Kris 
Strickland
• GRACE | for Couples & Singles ages 30’s-40’s | 
Room 221 | led by Adam Lang & Dr. Lewis Cole
• SUNDAY SCHOOL 101 | for Couples & Singles 
ages 30’s-50’s | Room 212 | group led
• SEEKERS | for Couples & Singles ages 30s-40s | 
Room 301 | led by Dena Prince and Bob Prince 
• ADVENT | for Couples & Singles ages 40’s-50’s | 
Room 306 | led by Cynthia Almond 
• TRINITY | for Couples ages 40’s-50’s | Room 305 
| led by Rev. Randy Allen & Dr. John Higginbotham
• NEW LIFE | for Couples & Singles ages 40’s-60’s 
| Room 307 | group led
• COVENANT | for Couples & Singles | ages 
50’s-60’s | Room 303 | group led
• ASBURY | for Couples & Singles | ages 50’s+ | 
Room 222 | led by Jenny Benfield, Bill Donald, & 
Claire Stephens
• GENESIS | for Couples & Singles | ages 60’s+ | 
Room 304 | led by Rev. Dan Kilgore
• ARTOS | for Couples & Singles | ages 65+ | Room 
220 | group led
• FRIENDSHIP | for couples & Singles | ages 65+ | 
Room 215 | led by Wade Miller & Ann Curry
• LEE | for Couples & Singles | ages 70’s-80’s | 
Room 110 | group led

Also, Join Us for Two New Classes!
• FRIENDS IN FAITH | Couples & Singles | Ages 20’s-60’s |  Room 
204 (Second Floor Library) Led by Paul Roberts
 
Be a part of a caring, loving, praying, serving and forgiving spiritual 
journey with the formulation of a new Sunday school class! The first 
meeting is on Sunday, September 10th at 10:00 a.m. in the former 
library on the second floor. We will use the 53 Stories as our study 
guide for conversation, fellowship and Bible study. We will then 
cultivate a plan for future lessons, bible study, speakers, ministries, 
missions and yes, socials! 
 
• YOUNG PROFESSIONAL CLASS | Couples & Singles | Ages 20-
35 | Room 219 | Led by Davis Sparks and Elizabeth Allen
 
Join us as we pursue God's best for our lives! We talk about the Bible 
and how it's relevant to us today. We eat, hang out, laugh, and social-
ize. Other times, we put our faith to work by doing a service project 
for the church or the community together. Join us starting September 
10 at 10:00 a.m.!  

App Testimonials
Search FUMCT and Download Today! 
"The FUMCT app has valuable informa-

tion about upcoming events and keeps us organized. 
I also love the opportunity to watch a sermon on line, 
or sign up for WNA classes.” - Laurie Copeland, church 
member 
“I have used it quite a bit. It looks great! My favorite 
feature, so far, is the ability to add events straight to 
your calendar.” - Charlie Seaman, church member 
"I'm in love with the new FUMCT app. It's functional, 
easy to navigate and has so many useful tools which 
can facilitate your spiritual growth. The addition of 
the ability to Chromecast is also a plus!” - Olivia May, 
church member 
"I love the app because when you are away from a 
desk or laptop computer you can quickly view pretty 
much anything you want regarding our church.  Often 
signing on from a mobile device like a phone or pad 
is slow and doesn't always work well.  This way I have 
FUMCT wherever I am.” - Claire Brock, church member
 

NOTE OF THANKS
Below is a letter of thanks from the principal at 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School for the many 
donations our church gave. 
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Homebound Members
If you know of members of our church who are homebound, 
please notify Jackie Greene at jackie@fumct.org or 205-345-
7261, ext. 104.

Dr. J.S. Tarwater Fund
Tuscaloosa has been known for its 
service to the state’s mentally ill for 
over 150 years.  Bryce Hospital was 
the largest facility in the state and 
the current hospital is one of the 
most progressive in the nation.  

A member of our church, Dr. J. 
S. Tarwater started his career at Bryce in 1924 as a staff 
physician.  He later became Alabama’s first mental health 
commissioner, overseeing all the state mental hospitals 
including Bryce, Partlow and Searcy Hospital.  He served 
in that position until his retirement in 1970. Indian Riv-
ers, a community mental health center in Tuscaloosa that 
serves West Alabama was formed under his direction.  

Dr. Tarwater and his wife Eloise were active in our church.   
Eloise was in charge of the parsonages.  Their late son, Syd-
ney and his wife Barbara followed in that family tradition.  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
FROM 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

in the First United Methodist 
Church Activity Center

For more information contact 
Jane Nichols at janepnichols@gmail.com. 

When we finished our 2016 IMAGINE program, Gina Johnson 
wrote to Dave Ramsey and included the praises that participants 
had posted—great changes that they had made in their families 
to become financially stable and to prepare for the future.  A 
message came back to Gina from Dave proclaiming that while 
these short term successes were amazing, he said, “You will 
likely never know the full impact that you have made in the lives 
of families in your church.  Many lives are forever changed by 
your work.”
Sunday, a couple met Gina in The Bridge and told her that they 
had been working their “debt snowball” –a term that Dave uses 
for a method of listing your debt and making a plan to pay it off.  
They been wildly successful and had paid off $16,000 of debt 
in 18 months.   “We aren’t stopping with this success.  It is easy 
when you get in the habit to live like this.  We haven’t had to cut 
out things we enjoy.  We just make it work in our budget.”
If you are interested in finding financial peace, contact Gina 
Johnson at gina@fumct.org in the church office to find out 
more about Dave Ramsey’s FPU program and how you can get 
involved.  

"we have paid off $16,000 in debt in 18 months!"

Dr. Tarwater struggled with the lack of funds in the 
state for the mentally ill.  Some years the legislature 
appropriated only 50 cents a day for patient care.  The 
state of mental patient care continues to be an issue 
in Alabama and many other states.  
A donor has established a fund to provide payment 
for psychiatric medicine for patients who cannot 
afford them.  Ten agencies in Tuscaloosa have been 
contacted to offer this assistance.  Deborah Tucker, 
CEO of Whatley Health Services writes, “Thank you!  
As your church has already identified, there is a clear 
and urgent need for this financial support.”  

Our church has a rich history of helping those in need 
in this community and around the world.  Remember 
the words of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 25:40, “…
whatever you did for one of the least of these broth-
ers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  
If you are interested in learning more about this fund, 
please contact Gina Johnson in the church office.

ATTENTION 
ALL COLLEGE 
STUDENTS

We invite you to join 
us at First United 
Methodist Church 
of Tuscaloosa every 
Sunday while you are 
studying at the Univer-
sity of Alabama.  Make 

us your home away from home—for church!  We have 
a College Sunday school class that meets at 10:00 
a.m. in room 213.  Once a month, this group has din-
ner together at a member’s home and enjoys other 
social activities and mission projects together,  too.  Do 
you need more information?  Email Contact@fumct.
org or call (205) 345-7261.  We hope to see you soon!  

Hospitalizations/Surgeries

If you or a loved one are in the hospital or are facing an 
upcoming surgery, please let us know so we can pray for you, 
visit you in the hospital, and provide a meal from Soup Sisters 
during your recovery! Due to privacy laws, the only way we 
know if there is a concern is if you let us know…. Let us show 
the love of Christ to you and your loved ones through our 
care ministries. Contact Jackie Greene at jackie@fumct.org 
or call 205-345-7261 ext. 104. 

Altar Flower Ministry needs volunteers!
What is the Altar Flower Ministry? 

Floral arrangements are made using Altar flowers from Sun-
day services and taken to church members in the hospital, to 
church members in nursing homes or assisted living facilities, 
or to other church members who have long-term or acute 
care needs. The floral arrangements are designed and deliv-
ered on Sunday or Monday. The ability to transport the floral 
arrangements is essential.

If you are interested in joining this team, please contact Jackie 
Greene at jackie@fumct.org or call 205-345-7261 ext. 104. 

SOUP SISTERS & BROTH 
BROTHERS SIGN UP TODAY!

We need volunteers for our Soup Sisters/Broth 
Brothers ministry! These individuals make and/
or deliver meals and share encouragement and 

hospitality with members of our church family dur-
ing times of acute need, such as hospitalizations, 
illnesses or death of a family member or during 

times of joy such as the birth of a baby.

If you want more information about the roles 
and responsibilities of volunteering for this 
ministry, please contact Jackie Greene at 

jackie@fumct.org.
 

VALET PARKING
Thanks to our valet parking ministry at FUMCT, 
many individuals’ worries about walking a long 

distance to get into church do not exist. Teams of 
men volunteer every week to help church mem-

bers who are elderly, those recovering from surgery 
or other illnesses, and young mothers with small 

children get into church safely. It’s just another way 
your church wants to offer extravagant hospital-
ity to all who desire to worship here. Join a Valet 

Parking team today! For more information, contact 
Jackie Greene at 205-345-7261 ext. 104 or 

jackie@fumct.org.
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Children’s Ministry

Blessingof theBackpacks

Join us as we begin to rehearse a 
STOMP musical called “Joseph: 
From the Pit to the Palace” on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 
7:00. Our musical covers Genesis 
37, 39-46. The children will perform 
the musical Sunday, October 29 at 
4:30 with dinner at 5:00 pm, and 
Trunk or Treat to follow. This is an 
opportunity to teach children about 
the godly character the Lord wants 
to develop in each of us – integrity, 
faith, courage, endurance, humility, 
compassion, and forgiveness. All of 
these are seen in Joseph’s life.
 

Sunday, october 29

THIRD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY | Third grade 
students will recieve a new, personalized Bible 
from the church during the 11:00 a.m. Tradi-
tions service on Sunday, September 17th. 
Please email Amy Thigpen (amy@fumct.org) 
with your child’s full name as it should appear 
on the Bible by August 30th. 

Did you know that Kidcheck is more than just signing-in?
WE USE IT TO:
1.) Email a family devotional once a week from our Sunday 
school curriculum. 2.) Mail birthday cards each month to 
the children, so make sure your address is in the system. 
3.) Text about important events, changes in the schedule, 
and immediate emergencies. Kidcheck has an app to make 
updating your information easy.  Just use the email and 
password you used to create your account. If you are not 
receiving these, contact Melissa at melissa@fumct.org.

Are you currently expecting or 
know someone in the church 
who is? Our Stork Support 
ministry at First United Meth-
odist Church would love to 
contact them. Stork Support is 
a team of volunteers organized 
through Nursery Ministries 

to nurture and encourage expectant parents.  A Stork 
Support team member will introduce you to our nursery 
opportunities. A Stork Support member will check on 
you periodically and be available for any prayer requests 
you may have.  Please contact the church when the baby 
is born.  We want to get the full spelling of your baby’s 
name so we can put the announcement in our eConnect 
and the church bulletin. We are excited to celebrate this 
life-changing event with you. You can sign up for Stork 
Support on our website under Children’s Ministries or 
contact Lacy Lavender at  lacyw321@gmail.com or Me-
lissa Tuten at melissa@fumct.org with any questions. 
MEMBER STORY WITH STORK SUPPORT:
The arrival of our son was such an exciting time for our 
family, and knowing members of FUMCT were praying 
for us and our newborn child was very touching. It was 
extremely helpful to know what to expect when we intro-
duced our son to the nursery and how to prepare for our 
child's baptism. The information packet we received from 
Stork Support precisely answered all of our questions. 
We really enjoyed participating in New Baby Sunday and 
it was a joy to meet other families within the church with 
children our son's age. We feel very fortunate that we 
were able to receive the many blessings of the FUMCT 
Stork Support program.  —Danielle Spree
 

Confirmation class
Confirmation class begins September 10th in 
room 251. Confirmation is for all  6th grade and/or 
any students who may have missed confirmation 
but would like to take part. We believe Confirma-
tion is a significant step in the journey of faith. 
Confirmands will be recognized during a special 
service on Sunday, November 12th at 6:00 p.m in 
the sanctuary. 

foomack wednesdays
Middle and high school students will meet every 
Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Horton Café 
and Callahan Auditorium.

SO-MACK Service
SO-MACK will meet on September 17th at 11 
a.m. in Horton Café. SO-MACK is a ministry 
for 4th – 6th grade students. A service is held 
one Sunday a month. This service is designed to 
help transition Souled Out students to the youth 
program, FooMack. Be on the lookout for more 
information coming soon!

Discovery 2017 was a success! Our students 
experienced life-changing moments and made 
lasting memories. We pray they continue to grow 
deeper in their faith and strive to be difference 
makers! Thank you to those who participated and 
volunteered! 

Pre K – 5th graders will have a great time on Wednesday 
nights this fall. Parents may drop off their preschool children 

on the nursery hall beginning at 5:45 p.m. From 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
the children will participate in organized recreational play, 

crafts, and music time.  Kindergarten-5th graders will partici-
pate in 30 minutes of music and 30 minutes of recreation. 

K-2nd will go to the CAC/Chanda Fehler room for recreation 
from 6:00-6:30 p.m. while the 3rd – 5th are in Room 206 for 
music. The groups will switch at 6:30 p.m. 2 year olds-4 year 
olds will have music in their classroom and play time on the 

playground.

Everyone will be learning the music for the performance of 
Joseph – From the Pit to the Palace so that they can 

participate in the fall musical that will be held before Trunk or 
Treat on October 29. Don’t miss out!

Acolyte Training
for 3rd Grade & Above

Don't miss Acolyte 
Training set for Sunday, 
September 17 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Sanctuary! 
Whether you are a cur-
rent acolyte or wonder-

ing what's involved, plan to attend! Why acolyte? 
Since ancient times, light and fire have reminded 
people that God is here with us. When you bring 
the flame into the sanctuary and light the candles, 
you are reminding the congregation of God's pres-
ence with us and the words of Jesus:
"I am the light of the world." Acolytes remind us 
that the service is a holy time that symbolizes the 
bringing of the light of Christ into the sanctuary. It 
says, "Christ is in our midst." As the acolytes exit the 
sanctuary they are taking the light of Christ back
out into the world . How wonderful for children to 
be the messengers for the light of Christ!
If you have a child in 3rd grade or above, please 
plan to attend this training . If you have any ques-
tions we encourage you to contact the acolyte 
coordinators:
Nini Jobson | jodynini@bellsouth.net
205-292-6441
Donna O'Connor | dgoconnor@bellsouth.net
205-242-0011

Wednesday Nights
for kids(preK-5th)

FUMCT
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