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socialmedia A CALL TOGenerosityW H AT ’ S  M I N E  I S  Y O U R S
D R .  K E N  D U N I VA N T,  S E N I O R  PA S T O R

My friend, Dr. Gene Lowry of Kansas City, Kansas, taught preaching to two generations of preachers.  
He became noted for his image of the “Lowry Loop” which taught the development of a narrative ser-
mon from the original idea to application.  In his sermons, Gene is a great believer in exploring conflict 
in scripture and conflict in life, believing that the conflict reveals where the gospel speaks most clearly.  

I will never forget Gene standing in our pulpit, picking up an imaginary doll and screaming, “Mine! Mine! Mine! 
Mine!”  He was making the point that that kind of selfishness might be appropriate in young children but not 
appropriate in adults.  Our stewardship theme, A Call to Generosity, assumes that our natural state is not that of 
being generous.  That generosity is learned.  Giving is a trait, a habit, a departure that is learned. 

Someone proposed that these attitudes toward our possessions are depicted in the Parable of the Good Samari-
tan.  The first is represented by the robbers,--“what is yours is mine and I am going to take it.”  A second attitude 
is that of the priest and the Levite who passed by on the other side of the road, not assisting the man in need—
“what is mine is mine and I am going to keep it.”   

Then there is the attitude of the Samaritan who by his actions revealed what was in his heart—“what is mine is 
yours and I am going to give it.”

The attitude of the Samaritan is not an easy one to acquire or develop.  It requires overcoming our natural selfish-
ness.  It demands that we surrender our arrogant attitudes that boast about all we have acquired.  The understand-
ing that God provides, trust that God will keep providing in the future and that we do not have to fend for our-
selves is the background of the Samaritan story.  

A Call to Generosity is an invitation to leave behind selfishness, arrogance, a hoarding fear and doubt in God’s abil-
ity and willingness to provide.  This invitation is to live a grateful, generous life.  

Discover FUMCT is a relaxed, informal 
introduction to First Methodist for those 
who want to integrate more fully into the 
life of the church.  We believe that there is a 
place here for you to connect, to grow and 
to serve.  We want to help you discover that 

place. Discover FUMCT lives up to its name as a way for 
you to discover who we are and what we're about.  In 
this three-week gathering, you will have the opportunity 
to meet and get acquainted with some of our pastoral 
staff and learn more about our history, mission, ministries 
and beliefs.  It is also a great opportunity to connect 
with a small group of folks to begin to build the kind of 
relationships that will truly make First Methodist feel like 
home. 

F U M C T

R E V.  J E S S E  T O S T E N ,  A S S O C I AT E  PA S T O R

AN INTRODUCTION TO OUR CHURCH



  

ATTENDANCE                   8.27.17  9.03.17  9.10.17  9.17.17  9.24.17
TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL             
YOUTH
ADULT
 

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online. 
Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 8/31/17
Anticipated Income (YTD): $1,515,930
Actual Income (YTD): $1,464,29
Organ Debt: $345,846
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DEATHS | SYMPATHIES
• Sympathy to Carlos E. (Angela) Berry on the death of his mother, Maria de Lourdes Berry of Tampa, Florida on August 24, 
2017. Sympathy also to grandson Avery Berry.
• Sympathy to Melanie (Claude) Edwards on the death of her mother, Eunice Gay of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on August 26, 2017. 
Sympathy also to granddaughter Molly Edwards and grandson Riley (Dorie) Edwards.
• In thanksgiving for his life, William “Bill” Patton of Tuscaloosa, Alabama who died on September 2, 2017. Sympathy to his wife 
Pat Armstrong Patton. Sympathy also to his daughter Louise (Alan) Steele and grandchildren Patton, Jack and Matthew Steele.
• Sympathy to Jim (Megan) Bailey on the death of his grandmother, Frances Muriel Dubois Thomas, from Mobile who died 
Monday, September 4, 2017.
• Sympathy to Khristina Motley (Reginald) on the death of her aunt, Rubye Kate Ashcraft Taylor of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on 
September 5, 2017.
• Sympathy to Terri Boman on the death of her aunt, Clara June Harris of Crossville, Alabama on September 14, 2017.

BIRTHS | CONGRATULATIONS
• Congratulations to Lauren and Brian Hurd on the birth of their daughter, Elizabeth Ann Hurd, August 20, 2017 in Tuscaloo-
sa, Alabama.  Congratulations also to Harrison Hurd on the birth of his sister and to grandparents, Paula and Doug Harless.
• Congratulations to Nancy and Will Vandervoort on the birth of their daughter, Julia Miller Vandervoort on August 31, 2017. 
Congratulations also to big sister Virginia Vandervoort.
• Congratulations to Nikki and Brad Jones on the birth of their daughter, Jaci Ann Jones on September 3, 2017. Congratu-
lations to big sisters Ava Grace and Kylie South. Congratulations also to grandmother Deborah Harland and great-grand-
mother Evelyn Smith.

BAPTISMS

Hurricane Relief Effort
Over the past few weeks the southern part 
of our nation has been inundated with water. 
Almost 50 inches of rain fell over portions of 
Texas! Florida had plenty of rain as well, but 
the tide rising on the peninsula did the dam-
age there. When these types of disasters strike, 
our first question, as a church, is how do we 
respond appropriately? After much research 
on both situations and speaking with several 
churches in the affected areas, we have formu-
lated our initial response.

   FUNDS | First we have responded by sending 
disaster relief funds. We have sent $5,000 to 
Windsor Village UMC in Houston, Texas. This 
church is housing, feeding and lodging families 
that have evacuated from the flooding. We 
have followed that up with a $14,000 dona-
tion to UMCOR. These funds were designated 
$9,000 for Harvey relief/$5,000 for Irma relief.

    FLOOD CLEANING KITS | Our second area is 
making flood cleaning kits. Below please see 
the instructions for making these cleaning kits. 
For the maximum effectiveness of the kits, 
please follow instructions as closely as pos-
sible. Our goal is to make 200 of these to be 
delivered by the end of September. Please 
bring completed kits to the church office.

    SENDING TEAMS | The third way we will assist 
is by sending clean-up and recovery teams 
with specific skill sets. To become involved in a 
team please contact Joshua Davis at 
jcd1177@charter.net.

    PRAY | Most importantly we need to continue 
to pray for our brothers and sisters in all the 
storm affected areas.

 

Flood cleaNinG Kits
ASSEMBLY DIRECTIONS
Place all liquid items in the bucket first. Place re-
maining items in the bucket fitting them around 
and between the liquid items. Sponges, scouring 
pads, clothespins and trash bags can be sepa-
rated in order to fit all of the items in the bucket. 
Ensure the lid is closed securely.

ImportantNotes
All items must be new except for the actual bucket 
and lid. All cleaning agents must be liquid and 
in plastic containers. No powders, please. If you 
cannot find the requested size of a liquid item, use 
a smaller size. Including larger sizes of any item will 
prevent the lid from sealing. If all of the items on 
the list are not included, please put a label on the 
bucket indicating what has been omitted. 
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Cleaning Kit Value: 
Approximately $65.00 
per kit
Cleaning Kit Materials:
• One 5-Gallon “Round” 
bucket with re-sealable lid
-Buckets from fast-food 
restaurants or bakeries 
can be used if washed and 
cleaned
-Do not use buckets that 
have stored chemicals like 
paint or pool cleaner
-Advertisements on the 
outside are ok
-No square buckets - only 
round buckets
• Liquid laundry deter-
gent
-One 50-oz. or two 25-oz. 
bottle(s) only
• Liquid household 
cleaner
-12-16 oz. liquid cleaner 
that can be mixed with 
water
-No spray cleaners
• Dish soap
-16-28 oz. bottle, any 
brand
• 50 Clothespins & 1 
Clothesline
-100-ft. or two 50-ft. lines
-Cotton or plastic

• 7 Sponges(Non-cellulose)
-Remove from packaging
• 24-Roll Heavy-duty Trash 
Bags
-33-45 gallon sizes
-Remove from the box
• 18 Cleaning Wipes
-Handi-wipes or reusable 
wipes
-No terry cleaning towels
-Remove from packaging
• 1 Can Air Freshener
-Aerosol or pump
• 1 Insect-Repellant Spray
-6-14 oz. aerosol or spray 
pump with protective cover
• 2 Pairs Kitchen Dishwash-
ing Gloves
-Should be durable enough 
for multiple uses
-Remove from packaging
• 1 Pair Work Gloves
-All Cotton
-All Leather
-Cotton with Leather Palm
• 5 Scouring Pads
-Remove from wrapper
-No stainless steel, Brillo 
pads or SOS pads (nothing 
with soap built in)
• 1 Scrub Brush
-Plastic or wood handle
• 5 Dust Masks

• Mandy and Sloan 
Patrick with son, Harrison 
and daughter, Maggie

• Congratulations to Emily 
and Rev. Jesse Tosten on 
the baptism of their son, 
Bennett Tosten. 

• Congratulations to 
Amanda and Robert Collins 
on the baptism of their son, 
Barrett Collins. 

• Nicole Kosakowski and 
Lloyd Bolton

• Amy and Philip Mullin, 
Mary Peyton, Millie and 
William

• Sherry Phillips

• Congratulations to 
Carleen and Josh 
Johnson on the baptism of 
their son, Joseph William 
Johnson.

• Daniella and Ed 
Love

• Khristy and Reggie 
Motley with daughter 
Claire Motley
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Holy Land Journey
JANUARY 30 – FEBRUARY 8, 2018
You have read about these places in the Bible and 
now you can see the Bible come to life in this tour.  
Imagine sitting in the synagogue at Capernaum 
where Jesus taught. Or climbing the hill where Jesus 
preached the Beatitudes. You will see the Sea of 
Galilee, Nazareth, Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. 
You will walk the Via Dolorosa and stand in rever-
ence at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The cost 
of the trip, including some meals, airfare, hotel and 
motorcoach transportation is $3,346 from Birming-
ham.  R.S.V.P. by October 17th.  Contact Randy 
Allen at randy@fumct.org.  

GENERAL FUND & BICENTENNIAL FUND 
This fall, members of First United Methodist will be asked to make a commitment to support the General Fund 
budget, as usual, and the 2018 Bicentennial Fund.  

The General Fund budget underwrites the ministry of our church--Our outreach to the community, our outstand-
ing children’s and student ministries, the beautiful music in Traditions and the Bridge.  It supports a talented staff 
and maintains our almost century old building.  Our goal is to take a step forward, to increase our giving to fund 
a $2.8 million budget.  This will allow us to meet the challenges of a budget that has not increased in three years 
and to add women’s ministries, youth mission projects and expansion of our college ministry.   

Our bicentennial year, 2018, gives us the unique opportunity to celebrate our great history and launch into our 
third century.  Our goal is to raise $200,000 for our 200th birthday which will cover all of our activities and commu-
nity outreach.  

You will receive a letter and a pledge card by October 11th. Please prayerfully consider your Call to Generosity 
by making a pledge to both the general fund and the bicentennial fund.  You can return your card in the offering 
plate or bag, mail it to the church or you can pledge online at www.fumct.org/give.  

Travel Information
May 27-June 7, 2018 | Maritimes Coastal Wonders featuring Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island. Cut off date is early November. 
March 16-22, 2019 | Iceland's Magical Northern Lights. 
May 2020 | Danube cruise from Budapest to Passau then motor coach to Munich 
and Oberammergau Passion Play. Places not reserved by January 2018 for May 
2020 will be released. You can make your deposit NOW! 
Contact Ethelyn Stuhr at Ethelynkstuhr@gmail.com or 205-799-6841. For more 
information on any trip, visit www.gocollette.com/en.

UMW MEETINGS FOR OCTOBER
SISTERS OF GRACE: Sunday, October 22nd for an afternoon 
matinee of Same Kind of Different as Me at the Cobb Movie 
Theater. Contact Julie Salter (juliezsalter@gmail.com) or Candice 
Robbins (candice.r.robbins@gmail.com) to be added to the email list 
or for more information.  
CELEBRATION CIRCLE: Monday October 9th at 5:45 pm
UMC District Conference Office | 2302 14th Street (one block off 
Greensboro Avenue) Speaker: Karen Jones, Program Director at In-
dian Rivers Mental Health Center. Contact Frances Justice at 
franjust@comcast.net. 
FAITH & FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE: Monday, October 9th at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Parker Fireside Room. Contact Margaret Smith at 
margbill1956@att.net. 
WESLEYAN CIRCLE: 3rd Monday (October 16th) at 2 PM in 
Parker-Fireside Room. Contact Lynne Richardson at elsies29@att.net.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
DINNER AT 5:00 PM

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 29
Join Us for a Children's STOMP musical,

JOSEPH: 
FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 

at 4:30 p.m. in Chitwood Hall 
(Dinner following the musical at 5:00 p.m.)

Everyone Welcome!

TRUNK TREAT OR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
FROM 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

in the First United Methodist 
Church Activity Center
For more information, 
contact Jane Nichols 

at janepnichols@gmail.com. 

JOIN US FOR TWO SPECIAL 
CHURCH-WIDE EVENTS!

BBQ Meat 
Ticket Sale
$35 BOSTON BUTT
$45 SMOKED HAM

$6 BBQ SAUCE
Tickets on sale each Sunday 
until October 29th in the 
Great Hall and outside of 
the Bridge. All proceeds 

go to missions.
Pick-up is November 11th 

from 9:00 - 12:00 p.m. in the 
Church Activity Center.
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A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

Why join a class?
Here are four great reasons to sign up for a Sunday school class:
• You will grow spiritually & learn more about the Bible…
• You will meet new friends…
• You will give and receive encouragement & care…
• You will have a lot of fun…

How do I sign up?
No need to sign up—just head to the location of your class 
of choice.  If you have any questions, please email Jesse at 
jesse@fumct.org.

togetherGrow 
class options

• COLLEGE | for Singles ages 18-22 | Room 213 | 
led by Stephen Stroud & Joshua Davis
• WESLEY | for Couples & Singles ages 20’s-40’s | 
Room 308 | led by Greg Gambril
• GRACE | for Couples & Singles ages 30’s-40’s | 
Room 221 | led by Adam Lang & Dr. Lewis Cole
• SUNDAY SCHOOL 101 | for Couples & Singles 
ages 30’s-50’s | Room 212 | group led
• ADVENT | for Couples & Singles ages 40’s-50’s | 
Room 306 | led by Cynthia Almond 
• TRINITY | for Couples ages 40’s-50’s | Room 305 
| led by Rev. Randy Allen & Dr. John Higginbotham
• NEW LIFE | for Couples & Singles ages 40’s-60’s 
| Room 307 | group led
• COVENANT | for Couples & Singles | ages 
50’s-60’s | Room 303 | group led
• ASBURY | for Couples & Singles | ages 50’s+ | 
Room 222 | led by Jenny Benfield, Bill Donald, & 
Claire Stephens
• GENESIS | for Couples & Singles | ages 60’s+ | 
Room 304 | led by Rev. Dan Kilgore
• ARTOS | for Couples & Singles | ages 65+ | Room 
220 | group led
• FRIENDSHIP | for couples & Singles | ages 65+ | 
Room 215 | led by Wade Miller & Ann Curry
• LEE | for Couples & Singles | ages 70’s-80’s | 
Room 110 | group led

Also, Join Us for Two New Classes!
• FRIENDS IN FAITH | Couples & Singles | Ages 20’s-60’s |  Room 
204 (Second Floor Library) Led by Paul Roberts
 
Be a part of a caring, loving, praying, serving and forgiving spiritual 
journey with the formulation of a new Sunday school class! We will 
use the 53 Stories as our study guide for conversation, fellowship 
and Bible study. We will then cultivate a plan for future lessons, bible 
study, speakers, ministries, missions and yes, socials! 
 
• YOUNG PROFESSIONAL CLASS | Couples & Singles | Ages 20-
35 | Room 219 | Led by Davis Sparks and Elizabeth Allen
 
Join us as we pursue God's best for our lives! We talk about the 
Bible and how it's relevant to us today. We eat, hang out, laugh, and 
socialize. Other times, we put our faith to work by doing a service 
project for the church or the community together. 

OCTOBER 1, 2017 
Join us on Sunday, October 1st as we celebrate 
World Communion Sunday and those who help 
us make a difference in the lives of others around 
the world. We will hear a special message from 
our missionaries and the offering at the chancel 
rail and in the Bridge will go to hurricane relief. 
We look forward to seeing you!

Stephen Ministers: The After People

Copyright © 2009 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis, Missouri. All rights reserved. Representatives of a congregation have permission 
to photocopy this document for use within their congregation to build support for Stephen Ministry.

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that 
Stephen Ministers are the After People.

Stephen Ministers are there:

                           . . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.

                  . . .  after the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls  
out of your life.

         . . .  after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve  
held at bay come crashing in on you.

   . . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”

 . . .  after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to  
your new home.”

 . . .  after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house  
suddenly seems empty.

   . . .  after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is 
led away.

       . . .  after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever  
dreamed possible.

               . . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.

                        . . .  after your family and friends have heard your story  
      one too many times, but you still need to  
            talk it out.

Stephen Ministers are the “After People.” They are ready to come alongside you—or 
your friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide comfort and support for 
as long after as needed.  www.stephenministries.org

World Communion Sunday
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Stephen Ministry—
Helping the Church BE the Church

What are Stephen Ministers? 
Stephen Ministers are congregation members who are trained and 
commissioned to provide one-on-one lay caring ministry to people in 
crisis or with other needs for care. Most Stephen Ministers meet with 
their care receiver once a week for about an hour. They participate in 
Supervision groups twice a month . Stephen Ministers initially commit 
to serve for two years (including training for 50 hours) and may renew 
their commitment after two years. 

Stephen Ministers care for people who are grieving, in a crisis, in 
need of long-term care, dying, divorcing, experiencing loss due to the aging process, loss of employment and 
other difficult life situations.  

Stephen Ministers pray daily for their care receivers.  They share Christ’s love. They use the following skills to 
care for others: Listening as their care receiver talks about their difficulties; Dealing with feelings by asking 
open-ended questions to help the care receiver recognize, express and accept their feelings; Sharing distinc-
tively Christian care by sharing prayers and Bible verses with the care receiver; Relating assertively with the care 
receiver by respecting the needs of the care receiver and their own needs as well; and maintaining boundaries 
by setting appropriate boundaries in the caring relationship. Stephen Ministers understand that confidentiality 
is crucial in the caring relationship. 

prayerfully Consider becoming a stephen minister
If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, please visit fumct.org/ministries/congregational-care, 
print out an application, complete and turn into the church office in a sealed envelope between the dates of 
October 1-31. Interviews and selection of new Stephen Ministers will take place in November, and a 50-hour 
training class for new Stephen Ministers will be held January - May 2018. 

contact us
If you would like more information, please contact one of our Stephen Leaders: 
Rev. Dan Kilgore | dkilgore@fumct.org
Jackie Greene | jackie@fumct.org
Terri Boman | terricbomanphd@gmail.com
Mike Spalding | mspaldinm@aol.com
Susan Kizziah | susankizziah@gmail.com
Jennifer Colvin | jennifercolvin6@gmail.com
Adam Lang | ajlang@me.com
To learn even more about being a Stephen Minister, visit www.stephenministries.org.

FOOTBALL PARKING MINISTRY
We Need Volunteers!
Would you like to enjoy the game day atmo-
sphere and fellowshipping with others, all while 
raising money for a good cause? The Football 
Parking Ministry needs your help! The money 
raised can be used for individual travel costs 
related to one of our church's mission trips and/
or be donated to one of our many ministries. 
This is a great opportunity for us as a church 
to increase our missions support. Contact 
morgan@fumct.org for more information 
or to volunteer!

CALLED TO GENEROSITY
Violet, Rose and Lena have heard the cry of 
the needy and most importantly, these 12-, 
10- and 8-year-old sisters have answered 
that call!  

They donated $112 from a lemonade stand 
they set up at their grandparents’ house 
one gameday Saturday.  What outstanding 
business women!  And they like to shop 
too.  They each assembled a flood bucket 

and donated it to the church to send to the flood victims.  

Consider your Call to Generosity as we applaud the work 
of these three young ladies.  Thank you!  

Calling All Women
Women's Bible Study | Tuesdays | 1:00 p.m. 
- 2:30 p.m. | A Love That Never Lets Go

Nita Stegall is hosting a group of women of 
all ages in a Bible study on the book of 
Malachi. The study, A Love that Never Lets 
Go is written by Lisa Harper. The group 
meeting is at the Stegall’s, 2813 Yorktown 
Drive, on Tuesdays from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. If you would like more information, 
contact Nita at nitastegall@yahoo.com or 
call her at 205.292.2333. Feel free to bring a 
friend and join us any Tuesday this fall! 

Join us for Wednesday Nights Alive!
We're having a great time on Wednesdays! 

Join us! Come for dinner and stay for programming. 
Dinner is $7 for adults and $4 for children. 
Contact Melissa at melissa@fumct.org 

for childcare. 

Visit fumct.org/ministries/wednesday-nights 
for more information. 
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Children’s Ministry

Joseph: From the 
Pit to the Palace
Join us as we rehearse a STOMP 
musical called “Joseph: From the 
Pit to the Palace” on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00 to 7:00. Our 
musical covers Genesis 37, 39-46. 
The children will perform the musi-
cal Sunday, October 29 at 4:30 
with dinner at 5:00 pm, and Trunk 
or Treat to follow. This is an op-
portunity to teach children about 
the godly character the Lord wants 
to develop in each of us – integrity, 
faith, courage, endurance, humility, 
compassion and forgiveness. All of 
these are seen in Joseph’s life.
 

WOW Volunteers

YOUTH SKI TRIP?
FOOMACK is considering a youth ski trip to Winter-
place, West Virginia, December 27th - 30th, 2017. 
The cost is approximately $385 which would include 
transportation, overnight stay, lift tickets, ski rent-
als and breakfast. Students would be responsible 
for four to five meals and must have appropriate 
ski clothing. We need to know how many students 
would be interested in going. Please contact Charlee 
Rodgers at charlee@fumct.org if you're interested.

BIGSTUF 2018
Save the date! | June 22nd - 25th | Registration 
will open soon!

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Confirmation class continues in room 251. Confir-
mation is for all 6th grade and/or any students who 
may have missed confirmation but would like to 

Kiddie Kollege  preschool
Enrollment Availability
Kiddie Kollege has spots 
available in the one-year-old 
class (must have turned 1 by 
September 1, 2017) and two-
year-old class. Please contact 
Crystal Hollyhand for registra-
tion information at 345-7074 or 
kiddiekollege@fumct.org.

Volunteers are needed to bring children to W.O.W. from 
Traditions and the Bridge during the 11:00 a.m. services. 

We are also looking for high school students to assist 
during this time. For more information or to get involved, 

please contact Amy Thigpen at amy@fumct.org.

3RD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY
On Sunday, September 

17th, we gave out Bibles 
to the 3rd graders. This is a 

long-standing tradition in 
our church. We pray that the 

stories of the Bible will 
become the story of the lives 

of these precious children. take part. We believe Confirmation is a significant step 
in the journey of faith. Confirmands will be recognized 
during a special service on Sunday, November 12th 
at 6:00 p.m in the sanctuary. 
 
FOOMACK WEDNESDAYS 
Middle and high school students will meet every 
Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Horton Café and 
Callahan Auditorium. 
 
SOMACK SERVICE 
SOMACK will meet on October 15th at 11:00 a.m. 
in Horton Café. SOMACK is a ministry for 4th – 6th 
grade students. A service is held one Sunday a month. 
This service is designed to help transition Souled Out 
students to the youth program, FOOMACK. Be on the 
lookout for more information coming soon! 

Social media expert and marketing consultant, Randall 
Huffaker amazed the Wednesday night dinner crowd 
with the variety of apps and websites that our children 
and teens know about and we don’t!  Many of these are 
set up for nefarious purposes.  What can a parent do to 
keep a child safe on line?  Randall had 13 suggestions. If 
you have a tip that has worked for you, please email it to 
contact@fumct.org and we will share it with our parents. 
1. Many of the sites require you to be 13 years old to join. 
Some have security settings where you can limit the age 
group that sees your posts. Consider the appropriate age 
for your child to get his/her own phone and stick by your 
decision!
2. Check their privacy settings. There are updates to these 
apps and sites constantly and the settings change. So 
check it frequently.
3. Install filtering software and Find My Phone type loca-
tors. You can’t be with your child all the time he/she is us-
ing their phone but you will be able to see what they are 
doing online and where they are.

4. Create ground rules. For example, homework is first, 
then device time. No devices at the table. Follow those 
rules too.
5. Know your child’s habits and online friends. You  
want to know their school friends. Why is knowing 
online friends any different?
6. Put the desktop or laptop computer in a central 
location. Children will try to find unsatisfactory sites 
but it is tough to do it if a parent is constantly walking 
back and forth through the den.
7. Avoid online contests, questionnaires and surveys. 
These are usually set up to get your personal informa-
tion and you are likely to get a virus.
8. Monitor the pictures your child posts.
9. Set a good example. Don’t text when you drive. Put 
your device away on the family beach trip.
10. Limit the time your child can spend on devices, 
especially close to bedtime and in their bedroom.
11. Express to your child that their digital footprint 
does not go away. What you post now may impact 
your reputation in the future.
12. Talk to your children about online dangers. You 
may be able to help catch a predator.
13. Get to know the technology yourself.

Keeping Your Kids Safe Online

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND SMALL GROUP 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH 

TRUNK OR TREAT:
Please sign up to fill one of the parking spots for 

this fun event. Simply pull in, open your decorated 
trunk or truck bed and hand out candy to the chil-
dren. The parents of the little ones will be walk-

ing around with them, so we need the older 
families and youth to help! This is a very fun 

event and a great way to get to know the families in 
our church.  If each Sunday school class and small 
group will reserve at least one spot, we will be full! 
Please contact Amy Thigpen amy@fumct.org as 

soon as possible to reserve your parking spot.


