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TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL   
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
WOW
YOUTH
NEW WINE COLLEGE WORSHIP 

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online. CDs of Traditions & DVDs of The 
Bridge are available in the church offi ce. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext.100 for more information. 

Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon. 
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BIRTHS

DEATHS | SYMPATHIES
• Sympathy to Jeanne and Gorman Houston in the death of their son David Boykin, Jr. Sympathy to David’s children Basil and Char-
lott e Boykin of Huntsville, his sister Leesa (Wes) Hollowell and Jane, Mary Neal, and William Hollowell, and his brothers Gorman 
Houston IV and Rich (Melanie) Boykin and Amelia and Laura Boykin.
• Sympathy to Donna (Kirk) Cornelius and Drew (Ashley) Wade on the death of their father, Andrew Wade, on February 2, 2017. 
Sympathy also to grandchildren Kirk (Meg) Cornelius, Jr., and Wade Cornelius , Andrew, Will, and Mary Wade, and to great-grand-
daughter, Elizabeth Cornelius. 
• Sympathy to Bill (Margaret) Smith on the death of his sister,  Helen Swearengin of Palm Harbor, Florida, who died January 30, 2017. 
Sympathy also to her nephew Tim Smith.
• Sympathy to Crawford Barnes McWilliams (Brent) in the death of her mother, Kate Barnes of Marion, who died January 17, 2017.
• Sympathy to Anita (Joe) Bratt on in the death of her mother, 94-year old Nell Hayes of Birmingham, who passed away January 18, 
2017. Sympathy also to granddaughters Julie (Greg) Gambril and Meri Catherine (Jason) Brasfi eld and to great-grandchildren, Joseph, 
Charlie, and Catey Gambril and Claire and Colin Brasfi eld.
• Sympathy to Kate Garrett  (Gray) on the death of her mother, Jane McDowell of Dothan, Alabama who died December 3, 2016. 
Sympathy also to grandchildren,Broox, Jane, Rainer and Virginia Garrett .
• Sympathy to Roslyn and Mike Smith on the death of her brother-in-law, Justi ce C. “Jay” Smyth III who died on February 10, 2017. 
Sympathy also to his wife Rushan Smyth.

651
251

33
31
25
48
20

Sadie Grace Young, 
daughter of Mary 
Harmon and Jay 
Young

• Congratulati ons to Amanda and Jimmy Mills of 
Austi n, Texas on the birth of their daughter, Abigail 
Grace Mills, who was born February 16, 2017. 
Congratulati ons also to grandparents Annett e and 
Jim Mills.
• Congratulati ons to Matt  and Amanda Hawkins on 
the birth of their son, James Conrad Hawkins, who 
was born January 25, 2017. Congratulati ons also 
to his sisters, Jade and Ruby Hawkins and to his 
grandparents, Nini and Jody Jobson.
• Congratulati ons to Koster and Trevor Gousha on 
the birth of their daughter, Margaret Leo Gousha 
on January 25, 2017 in Tampa, Florida.  Congratula-
ti ons also to Gene Henderson on the birth of her 
great-granddaughter and to Philip (Amy) Hender-
son and Becky (Ken) Strickland on the birth of their 
great-niece.
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BAPTISMS

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 1/31/17
ANTICIPATED INCOME (YTD): $251,218
ACTUAL INCOME (YTD): $219,140
HARVEST DEBT: $4,123
ORGAN DEBT: $364,504

Our 10th anniversary GIC might have been our best!  Josh 
Davis, Morgan Bruce and the GIC committ ee led us in 
celebrati ng the amazing work that God is doing around the 
world.  Here are some highlights.

Wednesday’s blood drive collected 35 pints of blood ex-
ceeding our goal of 25.  The American Red Cross was elated 
by the response of the congregati on.  Thank you donors!

The opening service Wednesday night was a wonderful 
combinati on of moving music and great preaching. Check out 
the service on our website at fumct.org/media/sermons.  
Especially watch the closing with “This Litt le Light of Mine!”

On Thursday morning Dan Kilgore, Jesse Tosten and I had 
three hours to care about and love on the missionaries.  
They came from China, Thailand, Costa Rica, Honduras, 
Chile, Brazil, France and Estonia.  Some have been with us 
for every GIC.  It was a new experience for others.  This was 
a powerful ti me of sharing the good and the bad, the suc-
cesses and the failures, ti mes of faithfulness and ti mes of 
doubt.  On more than one occasion, I was moved to tears as 
they shared of their work and struggles. How honored we 
were to share this ti me with them.

Thursday night, Thane Ury, missionary and professor of 
theology in China, gave us a startling update on the rapid 
growth of Christi anity in China.  While the government 
prohibiti on is sti ll in place, there are so many Christi ans now 
that it is impossible to enforce.  He att ributed this success to 
supporti ve churches like ours that “get it”, he said.  

Friday and Saturday were highlighted by the tremendous 
response of volunteers to the Stop Hunger Now food packing 
event.  We packed 115,000 on Friday and 170,200 on Satur-
day, reaching our goal of 285,120 by 4:15 p.m. on Saturday! 

Morgan Bruce invited volunteers from all over the city.  So-
roriti es, civic clubs, the soft ball team from County High, the 
football team for Northridge, enti re offi  ce staff s and six of 
our neighboring UM churches helped pack bags.  People as 
young as three and as old as 94 helped with the process.  

On Friday evening, Charlie Chastain (Estonia) and Gustavo 
Faliero (Brazil/France) were in concert.  They played original 
compositi ons writt en by Charlie; some prompted by his work 

with refugees in Europe.  This was a powerful and moving 
concert. Check it out on our website at fumct.org/media/
sermons.  Charlie and Gustavo’s music will soon be available 
from iTunes.  We will noti fy you when it is available.

Sunday, Charlie and Gustavo led worship in the Bridge and 
Dr. Duane Brown of TMS-Global was in Traditi ons.  These 
services focused on life commitment and faith promise.  
These two vital components make possible our dynamic 
global outreach program.  We commit our ti me to person-
ally be involved in letti  ng our light shine in the world. The 
faith promise off ering is our way of funding the above-and-
beyond-giving to global outreach.  There are three steps in 
the Faith Promise Off ering:

The Promise   What will you give to help 
 accomplish God’s work in the world if God gives it 
to you?  We ask people to consider a dollar amount they 
feel led to give if God provides it.  This is our promise.  
This is the amount that we write down on the card.

 The Faith   Trusti ng God to provide you, above and  
 beyond your normal giving, the resources to give.  
God wants to provide for the mission needs of God’s 
church.  God is looking for people with the faith to trust 
him.  Look for God to provide to you, in a surprising way, 
what you have promised to give.

 The Offering   When the resources come, give.  
 It is that simple.  It requires a greater level of faith 
for most of us.  Try it and see!

Some members made their commitments Sunday morn-
ing as a part of the worship service.  Others took the cards 
home and are thinking/ praying about what they are to do.  
If you were not in the service, we invite you to stop by the 
church, pick up a Life Commitment and Faith Promise Of-
fering card and return them in the off ering plate or bag.  

Monday morning, a truck full of meals was headed to the 
train depot in Birmingham to go to Miami where it will be 
shipped directly to Haiti  to feed hungry people.  Do the 
math:  285,120 bags each feeding six people fi lls over 1.7 
million hungry tummies.  Remarkable!  Thanks to everyone 
who made it happen.

Today, be a part of this great global outreach program!
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GLOBAL IMPACT CELEBRATION 2017
THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE
GLOBAL IMPACT CELEBRATION REVIEW
Dr. Ken Dunivant, Senior Pastor

NEW MEMBERS

Brad and Nikki Jones 
and children, Ava 
Grace South and 
Kylie South

Deborah Smith 
Harland

Stephanie and Beau Griess 
(not pictured)



To whom much is given, 
much will be required.
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STORIES53 2017

Sponsored by � e Fannie Mae Lee 
Bible Conference

A BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS

Sundays at 10:30 AM 
Ferguson Center, Great Hall 

conference room #2408
Led by Dr. Gorman Houston, UA Management Professor

Light Refreshments Provided by First United Methodist Church of Tuscaloosa

C O L L E G E  W O R S H I P

Easter happeningsfor Children
April 9, palm sunday 

K-5th Palm Sunday Processional at 11:00 a.m. 
Traditi ons Worship

Preschool children will meet on the front steps of the 
church at 10:50 a.m. Preschoolers may return to the 
nursery or remain with their parent for worship aft er 
the processional. K-5th graders will meet in the adult 

choir room at 10:50 a.m. They may remain in the 
sanctuary with a parent or att end W.O.W. aft er the 

processional. Seder Meal in W.O.W.

Easter Egg Hunt from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the CAC
Infants – 3rd grade invited to parti cipate in an egg 

hunt followed by craft s and snacks in Chitwood Hall.

NOTE: Plasti c Easter egg donati ons are needed! Bring 
fi lled plasti c eggs to the church offi  ce any ti me this 
month. Please fi ll them with individually wrapped 

candy or treats of your choice. 

april 16, Easter Sunday
No Sunday school or W.O.W.

Butt erfl y Release | Butt erfl ies will be released in the 
courtyard aft er each worship service. Parents are 
to bring their children and stay with them as they 

release their butt erfl ies.

In many cultures there is an ancient custom of giving a tenth of each 
year’s income to some holy use. For Christi ans, to observe the 40 days of 
Lent is do the same thing with roughly a tenth of each year’s days. Aft er 
being bapti zed by John in the river Jordan, Jesus went off  alone into the 
wilderness where he spent 40 days asking himself the questi on what it 
meant to be Jesus. During Lent, Christi ans are supposed to ask one way 
or another what it means to be themselves. Here are a few questi ons to 

ask yourself as you begin this journey known as Lent:

O
IF YOU HAD TO BET EVERYTHING YOU HAVE ON 

WHETHER THERE IS A GOD OR WHETHER THERE ISN’T, WHICH SIDE 
WOULD GET YOUR MONEY AND WHY?

O
 IS THERE A HABIT OR SIN IN YOUR LIFE THAT 

REPEATEDLY GETS IN THE WAY OF LOVING GOD WITH YOUR WHOLE 
HEART OR LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF? HOW DO YOU 

ADDRESS THAT HABIT OVER THE NEXT 40 DAYS?

O
IS THERE ANYONE IN MY LIFE FROM WHOM I NEED TO ASK 

FORGIVENESS OR PURSUE RECONCILIATION? 

O 
WHAT PRACTICAL STEPS CAN I TAKE TO CARVE OUT TIME FOR DAILY 

CONTEMPLATION? 

O
WHEN I WAKE UP ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY MORNING, 

HOW WILL I BE DIFFERENT?

To hear yourself try to answer questi ons like these is to begin to hear 
something not only of who you are but of both what you are becoming 

and what you are failing to become. It can be a prett y depressing 
business all in all, but if sack-cloth and ashes are at the start of it, 

something like Easter may be at the end. Join us each week during the 
Lenten season for a ti me of worship and refl ecti on.

*Material compiled from Frederick Buechner and Rachel Held Evans.

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 1 | Noon (Chitwood Hall) & 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Lenten Lunch Services
Wednesdays, March 8, 22, 29 & April 5 & 12 | Noon in Chitwood Hall

Holy Thursday
Thursday, April  13 | 7:00 p.m. in Chitwood Hall

Good Friday
Friday, April 14 | 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Easter sunday
Sunday, April 16 | 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
(Bridge & Traditi ons) Butt erfl y release in the courtyard 

aft er each service. No Sunday school or WOW.

Lenten Noon Services
One of the fondest traditi ons of our Lenten 
worship at FUMCT is the Wednesday noon 

worship services.  We gather in Chitwood Hall 
at noon every Wednesday of Lent for lunch, 
enjoy music and a brief message from one of 
our pastors.  It is a mid-week pick-me-up that 
many people enjoy.  If you are at work, invite 
a co-worker to come with you.  You can bring 

your lunch or purchase lunch for $6.  
We hope to see you there. 

MARCH 1, ASH WEDNESDAY | DAN KILGORE
MARCH 8 | RANDY ALLEN

MARCH 15 | KEN DUNIVANT
MARCH 22 | JESSE TOSTEN

MARCH 29 | JIM WILSON
APRIL 5 | STEPHEN STROUD

APRIL 12 | GORMAN HOUSTON

Local Elementary School 
Volunteers Needed 
Will you consider spending an hour or two 
each week as a classroom volunteer in one of 
our partner elementary schools, MLK Elemen-
tary or Central Elementary? Contact Jan Kizziah 
for more informati on at 205.657.9651 or 
jekizziah@gmail.com.

CHILE 2017 MISSION TEAM 

Our mission team to Talca, Chile will be 
working on expanding and remodeling a church 
parsonage. The team will depart on May 19th 
and return from Chile on May 27th. If you are 
interested, contact Morgan Bruce at morgan@
fumct.org.

Thank you to everyone who was involved 
in the Litt le Lambs Spring Consignment 

Sale 2017! It was a great success!

Our emphasis on 53 of the important sto-
ries of the Bible conti nues.  The children in 
W.O.W., the teenagers, the adults in Sunday 
school and small groups and Wednesday 
night programs have enjoyed studying the 
same scripture that the pastors preach about 
in the Bridge and Traditi ons. 

Families are using the questi ons in the devo-
ti onal book to guide Bible study at home dur-
ing the week.  Husbands and wives are com-
paring answers to the refl ecti ve questi ons 
and learning more about each other.  Some 
of us are also memorizing Bible verses!  

The second quarter devoti onal guides will 
be available starti ng Sunday, March 19th in 
the Bridge and Traditi ons worship. This book 
is for April through June.  Leader guides for 
Sunday school teachers and small group lead-
ers will be distributed in early March.  Please 
pick up your devoti onal guide and keep up 
with the reading.  
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Wednesday Nights Alive! 
Continues through April 12th 
 
 Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in Chitwood Hall
 Classes start at 6:00 p.m.  
 Register for classes online 
 at fumct.org/wednesday-nights!

free Exercise 

classes

Exercise classes are FREE at FUMCT! Stay-
ing fi t is a lifeti me journey and we can help 
you take the fi rst of many steps. Check 
out our monthly exercise class schedule at 
fumct.org/ministries/recreati on. For more 
informati on, contact Linda Dunn, Fitness & 
Wellness Director at ldunn@fumct.org or 
205.345.7261, ext. 120.

HOURS OF THE BODY & SOUL WEIGHT ROOM
MONDAY - THURSDAY: 
8:00 AM – 4:30 p.m.
FRIDAY: 
8:00 AM – 12:30 p.m.

40 DAYS OF FITNESS  

LENT 2017

During Lent (March 1 – April 17) we encourage ev-
eryone to parti cipate in exercising at least fi ve days 
a week for a minimum of 30 minutes each day.   By 
exercising during this ti me you will prepare your-
self spiritually, physically and mentally for Easter.  
You are on the honor system to keep this exercise 
program going each week.  We will have a sign-up 
sheet in CAC, or you can email ldunn@fumct.org  
to add your name to our list for 40 DAYS OF FITNESS 
2017. Put your name on the list, complete the 40 
days of fi tness acti vity, and we will give you a cer-
ti fi cate.  To make your parti cipati on successful, we 
suggest the following:

1. Drink more water.
2. Honor your body by doing some kind of 

exercise a minimum 30 minutes fi ve days 
a week.

3. Eat healthy, eat more lean meats, fi sh, 
fresh vegetables and fruits, and avoid fried 
foods, sugar and white fl our.

4. Calculate your (BMI) Body Mass Index. We 
have the informati on for you to do so.

5. Find a buddy to do this program with you and 
make a commitment.

6. Pray daily for everyone (friends and fam-
ily) to try to adopt a healthy lifestyle.    

If you have questi ons contact Linda Dunn 345-7261, 
ext. 120 or email Linda at ldunn@fumct.org.

Two New WNA Classes starting!
church membership | Rev. Jesse Tosten will teach a four week session on Church Membership.  This course will explore what 
it means to be a member of First United Methodist Church of Tuscaloosa. Whether you just joined or have been a mem-
ber for years, come explore what it means to be a member of our church. If you have wanted to get more involved in our 
church but weren’t sure where to begin, this four-week course would be a great place to start.  The class starts March 
22nd and ends on April 12th at 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. each Wednesday night, in room 222.  You do not have to buy any 
special materials for this course.  Bring your Bible!  

Marriage: His Needs, Her Needs by Williard Harley |  How can couples experience a lifeti me of passion and fulfi llment in marriage? 
By identi fying each other's most important emoti onal needs and developing habits to meet them. Spouses will learn 
about the Love Bank, how to culti vate passion and how to resolve marital confl ict.  Clydeen and David Tompkins will lead 
this class and it is limited to 10 couples.  The class starts on March 22nd and ends on April 26th. It meets from 6:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. in the Stabler Conference room in the main offi  ce.  The books for the course are provided by the church. 

You can register for the courses on our website at www.fumct.org/wednesday-nights.  Childcare is available for both 
courses. Contact Sandra Reed at sandra@fumct.org to register for childcare.  

2017 WEST ALABAMA 

H E ART  W ALK

UMW Circle Meetings 
in March

• CELEBRATION | Monday, March 13 at 5:45 p.m. at the District Superintendent’s offi  ce, 2302 14th Street, 
Tuscaloosa.

• CHARLOTTE SHAMBLIN BIBLE STUDY | Monday, March 13 at 10:00 a.m. in the Lee classroom;
• CRAFTS | Wednesdays from 1:00-4:30 p.m. in the Craft s Room; Craft s circle will have a sale in the Craft s 

room on March 22.  From 1:00-6:00 p.m.  Painti ngs, Easter décor and jewelry.  If you would like a custom-
made basket for someone special, you can visit any Wednesday aft ernoon and plan your special gift .   

• FAITH & FRIENDSHIP | Monday, March 13 at 10:30 a.m. in Parker Fireside with Jan Brakefi eld presenti ng 
the program. 

• CIRCLE OF HOPE | Wednesday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. at restaurant to be decided; for informati on contact 
leader, Frances Ann at 269-9191.

• SISTERS OF GRACE | Various ti mes and locati ons for dinner.  For informati on contact leader, Julie at 292-7332.
• WESLEYAN | Monday, March 20 at 2:00 p.m. in Parker Fireside. 

THANKS TO ALL OUR FUMCT 

YOUTH BASKETBALL COACHES

We had a great basketball season for our FUMCT children and 
youth because of the dedicati on of our wonderful basketball 
coaches! A special thanks to the following coaches: 

Gannon Davis, Leesa Hollowell, Shane Kilgore, Kerry Malone, 
Phillip Mullin, Tim Parker III,  David Rains,  James Rawson, 
Hunter Standridge, Stephen Stroud and Brian Whipple.   

You are invited to walk with Linda Dunn on Saturday, 
March 25th for the West Alabama Heart Walk Fund-
raiser! We will meet 8:30 a.m. at the Tuscaloosa Am-
phitheater and walk/run along the Riverwalk! Contact 
ldunn@fumct.org.
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I never envisioned myself as a "most likely to end up 
in an abusive marriage" kind of girl, but I did end up 
being "that girl". I covered it up as best as I could. I 
backed away from my life as an outgoing social but-
terfl y to reduce the risk of someone fi nding out, es-
pecially my church family. For the years following the 
divorce, I had to put my head down, push through 
and ignore my personal pain and grief, and put on 
my best happy face for the sake of my family. I felt 
like I was the source of my family’s pain and I desper-
ately wanted to make up for what I perceived as my 
mistake in choosing the wrong person to marry. My 
acti ons toward healing went outward, to make sure 
everyone else was OK. However, I neglected my own 
wounds, my own damage. 

Aft er months of missing church, my mom said that 
it would make her so happy if I would just go. Go 
for one worship service; let my child see that things 
were getti  ng back to normal, let my church family 
see that I was doing great. I slipped in the back that 
Sunday and, at the end of service, I was approached 
by a Stephen Leader. The leader gave me a short 
descripti on of what Stephen Ministers do and asked 
if I was interested. I think I said yes before the Ste-
phen Leader even got the questi on out. This was two 
years post-divorce and I had yet to receive counsel-
ing of any kind. That darkness and empti ness, if left  
unchecked, will completely consume you as it was 
slowly doing to me.

My caregiver started coming to my house the fol-
lowing week armed with a Clinging Cross. We hold 
this when we pray together.  Right from the start, my 
Stephen Minister said that I could call day or night if 
I needed an ear to listen or an extra voice or two to 
pray for specifi c things with which I was struggling. 
This ministry was an answer to a prayer I didn't really 
even know how to pray. My abuser had so isolated 
me from just about everyone and everything that I 
had forgott en or lost the ability to reach out for help. 
Praise the Lord that He knew exactly how to send 
someone into my solitude to help put me back on 
the path I lost sight of fi ve years ago. 

I BEGAN TO FEEL GOD'S LOVE AGAIN

Relationship
 

A Stephen Ministry Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  

The Columbarium is a wall of niches designed to hold the cremated remains of 
loved ones.  For centuries, cemeteries were located in churchyards.  This is sti ll a 
common practi ce for rural churches.  As ti me passed and especially in citi es, church-
es could not accommodate the burial sites on their grounds due the urban develop-
ment of adjacent property.  The columbarium allows the traditi on to conti nue.  

The Columbarium and courtyard garden at First United Methodist Church is in-
tended to be a holy place where people can pray and meditate.  The statue of Jesus 
Christ with his arms outstretched and the soft  sound of the fountain provide a 
serene resti ng place for members who have made this church their home in life and 
now in death.   Life in God’s church, with its blessed kinship and comforti ng commu-
nity is now and forever, a place of peace beyond all understanding.  

The Columbarium is in the courtyard between the main sanctuary and Chitwood 
Hall.  The entrance is from 8th Street.  

If you are interested in purchasing a right of inurnment and a niche for you or 
another eligible person, please ask for an applicati on packet in the church offi  ce.   
Each niche is designed to hold the cremains of two people.   
“Most of our children live in other citi es and we would like to know they feel no 
responsibility for maintenance for our place of burial,” said Suzanne Crump of the 
Columbarium Committ ee.  

Eligible persons include church members, spouses of church members, a member’s 
child who dies before his or her 19th birthday and ordained ministers who served 
the church and their spouses.  More informati on is available in publicati ons that you 
will receive with your applicati on.  
“I am at the church so oft en.  I just like walking through the courtyard.  I know that 
it where I want to be laid to rest.  It is such a sacred place,” said Eddie Templeton of 
the committ ee.  

The price of a niche is set annually by the Columbarium Committ ee and updated 
on May 1st of each year.  The current price is $3,250.  This is substanti ally less than 
typical funeral arrangements which include a burial plot.  Your family is responsible 
for cremati on services and the urns for the ashes.  All costs of maintenance and 
engraving are included in the price set by the committ ee.  

The Columbarium Committ ee and the Trustees recently approved a payment plan 
for a niche.  You can take up to three (3) years to pay for your niche.   More details 
are available if you are interested in spreading the cost of your niche over ti me.  

If you are interested in a niche, please contact Gina Johnson in the church offi  ce 
at gina@fumct.org or (205) 345-7261, ext. 101.  If you are interested in a Funeral 
Planning Guide or in exploring the costs of a funeral service, please contact Susan 
Kizziah at susank@fumct.org or (205) 345-7261, ext. 104.  
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COLUMBARIUM NICHESCOLUMBARIUM NICHESCOLUMBARIUM NICHES
I don't feel that words are adequate to express my grati -
tude for the Stephen Ministry program and everyone in-
volved. This opportunity has meant more than they know.

(Anonymous)

Here’s what the Stephen minister says about 
the relationship: 
I have been meeti ng weekly with my care receiver for 
about three months.  I realized aft er the fi rst visit how 
hard it is to truly listen – to get out of a “respond and 
fi x it” mode to a focus where I concentrated on under-
standing the other person.  As our relati onship devel-
oped, I learned that Stephen Ministry is based on love, 
power and hope.  I feel God’s love as I refl ect it to my 
care receiver and show them that their church family 
cares.  We both depend on God’s power for true heal-
ing, and my care receiver said that they felt the power 
of my prayers at the ti mes when it was needed the 
most.  I think I give my care receiver personal power by 
acti vely listening.  We all need to be heard and accept-
ed, and we all need to have a person we can trust and 
call on.  The visits, calls and texts bless both of us.  I feel 
more connected to God since I have to rely on Him for 
compassion and guidance.  My care receiver and I talk, 
pray, laugh and hope – hope that specifi c issues will be 
resolved and that our faith will be strong as we face 
them together.

Stephen Ministry off ers emoti onal and spiritual sup-
port in ti mes of trouble. FUMCT currently has six acti ve 
Stephen Ministers who extend the hope of Jesus through 
a one-to-one Christi an caregiving ministry. Anyone who 
is suff ering, discouraged or going through a diffi  cult ti me 
can ask for a Stephen Minister. Anyone who desires to 
listen to, care for and work with hurti ng people can apply 
to become a Stephen Minister. Visit www.stephenmin-
istries.org to learn more about Stephen Ministry and to 
watch online videos about the diff erence Stephen Min-
isters are making in people’s lives.  Contact Susan Kizziah 
for more informati on at susank@fumct.org. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017: HERO CENTRAL
June 19-23 | 5:30 – 7:45 pm

Children 3 years old by 
September 1, 2016 – 5th graders. 

Join us for Hero Central VBS where you can 
discover your strength in God! VBS will be in the 
evening this year! A $10.00 registrati on fee will 
include dinner each night, a t-shirt and a Hero 

Central music CD. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Amy Thigpen 

at amy@fumct.org.

kiddie kollege 
registration

Kiddie Kollege, the pre-school program of FUMCT 
provides a Christi an environment for children to facili-
tate the total development of each child. Every child 

needs social, physical, spiritual and creati ve experiences 
to aid in the child’s development. Each child is a unique 
treasure, a gift  from God.  Registrati on is now open and 

class sizes are limited.  

Ages: 1- 5
Class ti me:  8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 10 months of the 
year. For more informati on visit fumct.org/children. 
To register, contact kiddiekollege@fumct.org or call 

205.345.7074.

Foomack Basketball!
This past month #foomack concluded its fi rst season of student 
basketball.  A special thank you to coaches Brett  Wilkin, Zane 
Winfi eld, Cole Marti n, Nate Hester, Will Stewart and Garrett  
McBride for making this experience possible. Also, thank you 
so much to Litt le Lambs ministry for your investment in the 
CAC fl oor.  It is a great fl oor for sports.  

Over a 100 students parti cipated on our teams.  In the end, 
it was the Flying Squirrels overcoming a close game with the 
Runamucks to win our championship.  

This league serves as a major outreach for our church.  As a 
part of our mission #everystudenteveryschool, we had over 300 
students visit our church to watch one of our exciti ng games.    

DON’T MISS THE CHILDREN’S SPRING 
PERFORMANCE OF “PSALMS AND PSONGS”

On Sunday, April 2nd, at 11:00 a.m. in the Bridge, Preschool through 5th 
grade students will sing selecti ons from "Psalms and Psongs". We have 
been rehearsing on Wednesday nights, at Sunday school and W.O.W. All 

kids are welcome to sing with us. The children will also sing, 
"How Beauti ful", at 11:00 a.m. on Palm Sunday, April 9th in the 

Traditi ons service. 

Come see the “Psalms and Psongs” performance in its enti rety at 6:00 
p.m. on April 2nd in Chitwood Hall.  We will have light refreshments aft er 

the performance. We hope you'll join us.

If you have any questi ons, 
please contact Khristi  Motley at khristi na@fumct.org.

Join us this July for our J.A.M. 
(Jesus and Music) Camp! This 

FREE camp is available for rising 
2nd-6th graders and limited space 

is available. Your children will 
love this chance to praise God 

through music made by singing, 
movement and musical instruments. We will rotate to 
stati ons focused on Rhythm Sti ck Jam, Pitched Percus-
sion, Drama, Movement and Vocals. Camp begins aft er 

church on July 9 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. and conti nues 
Monday, July 10 - Wednesday, July 12 from 9:00-12:00  
p.m. each day. We will conclude our camp with a 6:00 

p.m. performance on Wednesday evening. 
On-line registrati on begins May 1st!

CHILDREN'S SPRING 
MUSICAL

Jesus & Music camp

Foo-Mack Wednesdays
Every Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Hope to see  
you there!

Foo-Mack Sundays
Please join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m. for Sunday school, at 
5:00 p.m. for small groups! 

SO-Mack
Thank you to those who joined us for our fi rst SO-Mack 
Service.  SO-Mack is our new youth service for 4th & 5th 
graders transiti oning into youth group.  Current 6th grad-
ers are invited to att end as well.  Tentati ve meeti ng dates 
are as follows:  3/5/17, 4/9/17, 5/14/17.

For More Info
Stephen Stroud, Youth Minister, stephen@fumct.org
Charlee Rodgers, Youth Administrator, charlee@fumct.org

BigStuf Summer Camp
BigStuf, our summer conference at the beach,  is 
open for registrati on.  We are already 2/3 full so if 
you plan to go you might want to sign up fast.  We 
only have a 100 spots for this year’s trip.  The date 
for BigStuf is June 23rd-26th.  The cost for the 
trip this year is $375.  A $100 registrati on fee is 
due now! Get registered at fumct.org/ministries/
students!

Foomack students are also parti cipati ng in the 
53 Stories emphasis.  We have challenged and 
encouraged the students to write their own story.  
Parti cipati on is at a high point with students 
getti  ng involved with our worship team, sharing 
testi monies, leading sports teams and serving in 
our new SO-MACK ministry for our 4th-6th graders. 

Come join us on Wednesday nights and Sunday 
mornings on the 2nd fl oor in the Callahan 
Auditorium or the Horton Café.  


