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C E L E B R AT I N G  O U R  B I C E N T E N N I A L
2 0 0  Y E A R S  O F  M I N I S T R Y
The purpose of First United Methodist Church’s Bicentennial Celebration is to bring glory to God 
through teaching, celebration and outreach. We will teach others about the history and traditions of 
our church as the people of God, as United Methodists, and as citizens of Tuscaloosa;  We will cel-
ebrate and worship with all of our local Methodist communities and families; and we will offer the best 
of our church to our community throughout our bicentennial year.

I am so thankful to be here in Tuscaloosa as 
Methodism turns 200 years old! What a gift of 
time and timing! I want us to honor the life and 
faith of all those who have gone before us in this 
great church!

Dr. Ken Dunivant 
Senior Pastor

In May of 2016, Ken called a small group 
of church members together to discuss our 
Church’s Bicentennial.  Who knew a year and a 
half would fly by so quickly? All the original com-
mittee members and the many sub-committee 
members join me in inviting you to our year of 
celebration.  It starts January 14th. As our theme 
suggests how wonderful it will be to appreciate 
the past, live the present and shape the future!

Cathy Parker
Bicentennial Chairperson

SUNDAY
JANUARY 14
Childcare will be provided.

For more information, 
visit fumct.org/worship/bicentennial.

first united methodist church tuscaloosa
Traditions Worship @ 9 & 11 a.m.

Bridge Worship @ 11 a.m.

Wilhagans  @ 9:00 a.m. 
with Rev. Jesse Tosten & the Bridge Band

Wheelhouse Sports Pub @ 10:00 a.m. 
with Bishop Wallace-Padgett & Jazz Worship

Innisfree Irish Pub @11:00 a.m 
with Cooper Shattuck & Acoustic Worship

Rounders @ Noon 
with Rev. Jim Wilson & the Chancel Choir

Join Us at



  
ATTENDANCE                      11.26.17 12 .03.17 12.10.17 12.17.17
TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL             
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
 

 
  

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online. 
Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon. 

ATTENDANCE & BUDGET 
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 11/30/17
Anticipated Income (YTD): $2,048,026
Actual Income (YTD): $2,004,518
Organ Debt: $339,258

NEW MEMBERS

DEATHS | SYMPATHIES
• In thanksgiving for his life, Dr. James “Jim” Yarbrough of Tusca-
loosa, Alabama who died on December 5, 2017. Sympathy to his 
daughters Kathy Yarbrough and Lisa Fowler (Charles).  
 
• In thanksgiving for his life, Keith Mitchell Henry of Spanish Fort, 
Alabama who died on December 9, 2017. Sympathy to his parents 
Larry and Mary Sue Henry. 
 
• Sympathy to Martha Zeanah (Rex) on the death of her father, 

Frank Eugene Huey of Tuscaloosa, Alabama on November 30, 2017.

BIRTHS | CONGRATULATIONS
• Congratulations to Hannah and Cody Crisp on the birth of 
their daughter, Evelyn Ruth Crisp on November 20, 2017.  Con-
gratulations also to Norah Crisp on the birth of her sister. 
 
• Congratulations to Nicole and Chad Swoszowski on the birth 
of their son, Samuel Moxley Swoszowski on November 29, 2017. 
Congratulations to big brother Colton Swoszowski.
 
• Congratulations to Jenny Benefield on the birth of her grand-
daughter, Sydney Jane Craig. Congratulations also to Jane 
Israel on the birth of her great-granddaughter.

• Adrienne Welp and 

Matt Hicks

 

• Danielle Turrisi 

 

• Elizabeth and Stan 
Glasscox and Thomas

• Jan Porter 

• Vicki and Rick Burch
• Rita and Don Burch
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Celebrating our 
Bicentennial
200 Years of Ministry

A Preview of January-March, 2018
#FUMCT200

Halbert’s Tavern was one of the hot spots of the 
village of Tuscaloosa in 1818.  Truthfully, Halbert’s 
was the meeting place, a hotel as well as the tavern.  
When a 24 year old circuit-riding preacher, Ebenezer 
Hearn rode into town, Halbert’s was the place where 
he preached the first Methodist sermon in Tusca-
loosa.  He writes of his own stuttering problem as 
he preached.  But he connected with the people and 
that began our church.  

On January 14, 2018, we will honor that time as 
we kick off our year of celebration with Worship in 
the Taverns.  We will have regular services at 9:00 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in Traditions.  In the Bridge, we 
will worship together at 11:00 a.m.  In addition, we 
will be gathering for worship at four taverns, 9:00, 
10:00, 11:00 and noon.  Plan to bring your friends or 
your Sunday school class and join us in the taverns. 

We have an 1831 membership book which is 
priceless. (The digital version of the 109 page 
book is available on line from the Univer-
sity of Alabama at http://acumen.lib.ua.edu/
u0003/0000519/0000001.)   The membership is 
divided.  In the front is a listing of the “Members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Tuscaloosa.”  In 
the back is a listing of the “Colored Members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Tuscaloosa.”  Except 
for one year, from 1831 until 1865, the African 
American membership out-numbered the white 
membership. 

In 1834, two of our members, Elijah Skelton and 
Nancy Skelton, were removed from our roll with 
these words, “gone into the water.”  This is unique 

to our book as far as we can tell.  People were 
removed because they “died in the Lord.”  They 
were “transferred by letter.” Some were re-
moved for immorality, or drunkenness or adul-
tery or failure to meet obligations.  Only two 
were listed as “gone into the water.” We debated 
exactly what this means. Could it be that they 
were immersed and joined the Baptist church?   
It could mean that they ran away, using the water 
to hide their scent so blood hounds couldn’t fol-
low them.  On January 7, 2018, our baptismal re-
newal service will focus on “gone into the water” 
for us to find freedom!

On January 21st, Jesse and I will be sharing our 
vision of our Bicentennial year during the morn-
ing services.  Our Bicentennial is more than just 
a look back.  Our celebration is about loving God 
more deeply and loving our neighbor more fully.  
It is about reaching out to the community and in-
viting people to become disciples of Jesus Christ.  
The Vision Sunday will be a powerful Sunday 
that has the potential, if you take it seriously to 
change your life, and the lives of those around you!

On Ash Wednesday, February 14th, we are invit-
ing all the Methodist Churches of Tuscaloosa and 
surrounding areas to join us for worship at 6:00 
p.m.  When Methodism came to Tuscaloosa, it 
came not only to us but to our extended family.  
The African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
AME Zion, the Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church and the United Methodist Church will 
worship together.  Together will we receive the 

BAPTISMS

• Congratulations to Meredith and 
Ryan Fishel in the baptism of their 
daughter, Mary Avelyn Elizabeth 
Fishel.  Congratulations also to grand-
parents Betty and Bo Warren. 

• Congratulations to Amanda and 
Jimmy Mills in the baptism of their 
daughter, Abigail Grace Mills.  
Congratulations also to grandpar-
ents Annette and Jim Mills. 
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Cultivate
A NEW MINISTRY FOR WOMEN AT FUMCT

This was the scriptural basis for the Life Way Women’s 
Leadership Forum: Equipping Every Woman for God’s Call 
attended by six women from FUMCT that are praying and 
paving the way for a new women’s ministry.  The Nashville 
conference was attended by 1,800 women across the 
Southeast and consisted of 40 in-depth breakout sessions; 
5 large group sessions featuring several notable women 
ministry leaders, Lysa TerKeurst, Beth Moore, and Lisa-
Jo Baker; and a plethora of vendors and ministry causes 
specifically related to women’s issues, growth and spiri-
tual journey. In our recent stewardship emphasis, A Call 
to Generosity, a women’s ministry was the focus for the 
future of FUMCT.  
This ministry will be called CULTIVATE.  
The purpose of CULTIVATE is to create a sense of belong-
ing for the women of our church and community where 
we grow in our faith, prayer life and friendships through 
studying God’s word, serving His people, and shepherd-
ing one another along life’s journey. The opportunity 
to grow and learn together as a leadership group was 
paramount.  As we continue to meet, pray and plan for 
this ministry, we would ask that you also be in prayer.  We 
know that with prayer, hard work and intentionality, CULTI-
VATE will become a reality for the women of FUMCT.   

Although the plans are still developing, it is clear that this 
ministry must be a multigenerational ministry.  We are 
called as a community of women to foster the spiritual 
growth and learning of others.  An effective ministry to 
women can lead women to seek God’s word, to apply it 
and to share it throughout their daily lives.  

We want Christ to be at the center of this ministry and to be 
mindful of His will for this time of preparation and growth.  We 
also want this ministry to be characterized by unconditional 
acceptance and love for others, creating a safe atmosphere 
for vulnerability and trust, to shepherd others in a real and 
meaningful way.
An endowment set up by Olivia Kendrick funded the initial 
leadership training.  As the ministry brings more women 
together, it will bring women closer to God and into a commu-
nity of relationships with each other.  Your pledges to the 2018 
budget will sustain the initial work. If you are interested in be-
ing involved in praying for this ministry or in other ways, please 
contact one of the leaders. 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling 
in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain 

1 Corinthians 15:58) 

Women’s Ministry Leaders
Susan Kizziah susankizziah@gmail.com 

Beverly May bevbmay@gmail.com
Erin Tucker  ehtucker2003@yahoo.com

Beth Roberts  bethwinstonroberts@gmail.com
Melanie Edwards melinala@aol.com

Terri Boman terricbomanphd@gmail.com  

mark of the cross on our foreheads with the imposition of ashes.  This has the potential to be the largest de-
segregated gathering of Methodists in Tuscaloosa since 1865 when 500 of our newly freed members left us 
to form the Hunter Chapel AME Zion church.  Mark your calendars and spend Valentine’s and  Ash Wednes-
day evening with us.

Throughout the Lenten season, the Lee Bible Class will be sponsoring worship on Wednesday evenings.  Our 
“children churches”, those we birthed, will be leading us in worship on these special nights.

February 14
Ash Wednesday 
FUMCT Choir

February 21
Dr. Thaddeus Steele, Hunter Chapel AME Zion
Hunter Chapel Choir

February 28
Rev. Oscar Massey, Bailey Tabernacle CME  
Stillman College Choir
  
March 7
Rev. Penny Ford    
Trinity UMC

What wonderful services these will be!  Supper will be served as usual at 5:00 p.m.   The service will begin 
at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary.  A time of refreshments and fellowship will follow each service in the Great Hall.

There is one other major event this winter.  On Sunday, February 25th, we will recognize the importance 
of education and higher education to us as a church.  In our early days, we owned a school for the train-
ing of women. One of our founding pastors went on to be the development officer of what would become 
the University of North Alabama. One of our pastors went on to be one of the first faculty members of 
Vanderbilt Divinity School and, of course, Paine College was named after one of our pastors.  Paul W. 
“Bear” Bryant was a member here. And a point of great joy, one of our members became the first woman 
to be the President of the University of Alabama (or any SEC school for that matter!)  Dr. Judy Bonner 
will be sharing with us of the role of faith and education in her life in Traditions.  Coach Bill Battle, for-
mer athletic director of the University of Alabama will share his story in the Bridge.  We want to honor 
students, faculty and staff of UA, Shelton State and Stillman and the students, staff and faculty of all our 
pre-schools, elementary schools, middle schools and high schools on this important day!

As you can see, the first three months of 2018 are filled with wonderful opportunities to praise God and 
celebrate his marvelous work.  There is more to come April through December.  Plan to be present!

March 14 
Dr. John Kearns, Christ Harbor UMC
Birmingham  Southern College Choir

March 21
Dr. Bill Morgan, Birmingham District
Huntingdon College Choir

We will honor all of our former 
associate pastors on March 21.

March 28
Rev. Wade Langer, 
Wesley Foundation
Bridge Praise Band

Our Schedule
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01
Prayer
Led by Randy Allen
SANCTUARY

Our lives are hectic. We seek a time to slow down and 
commune with God. We know that prayer helps us grow 
in Christ and shrinks the barriers separating us from the 
Holy and Divine. Each week we will brief  discuss Bibli-
cal principles of prayer and then we will enter into sacred 
conversation with God, together.

02

03

Discover First Church
Led by Jesse Tosten
ARTOS CLASSROOM

Discover FUMCT is a relaxed, informal introduction to First 
Methodist for those who want to integrate more fully into the 
life of the church. We believe that there is a  place here for 
you to connect, to grow and to serve. We want to help you 
discover that place. Discover FUMCT lives up to its name as 
a way for you to discover who we are and what we're about. 
In this four-week gathering, you will have the opportunity to 
meet and get acquainted with some of our pastoral staff and 
learn more about our history, mission, ministries and beliefs. 
It is also a great opportunity to connect with a small group of 
folks to begin to build the kind of relationships that will truly 
make First Methodist feel like home.

The relationship between the pastor and the congrega-
tion can be one of great joy or one of great stress. While 
most pastors and their congregations seek to faithfully 
unite toward the mission of God, many obstacles come 
their way. Issues of finances, differing views of purpose, 
conflict, and differences of personality all play roles in the 
relationship between pastor and congregation.

In his letter to the church at Philippi, the Apostle Paul 
gives us insight into the unique relationship between pas-
tor and congregation. Join Dr. Dunivant as together we 
explore Paul’s short letter to his church and what we can 
learn today about the pastor and the congregation.

04

05

Singles Together
Led by Dennis Harkey
PARKER FIRESIDE

The Pastor and The Congregation
Led By: Dr. Ken Dunivant
LEE CLASSROOM

Singles Together is an ongoing group of like-minded sin-
gles that are looking for community, learning and socializa-
tion in a clean and healthy environment. Whether you are 
never married, divorced or widowed, Singles Together is 
for you. Break the routine of “work, tv, sleep and repeat.” 
Join us and network with a great group of singles

Spiritually Parenting Your Preschooler
Led by Megan Winningham 
Room 219
COURSE MATERIAL: SPIRITUALLY PARENTING 
YOUR PRESCHOOLER BY HOPE FLINCHBAUGH

Seventy-five percent of a child's character is developed by 
the time he is five years old--which means that parents of pre-
schoolers have a big responsibility (and a lot of fun!) ahead of 
them. A warm and delightful book written in parent-to-parent 
style with splashes of "close to home" humor, this book helps 
parents to: teach your infant, toddler or preschooler to en-
counter God in a real way; win the two-year-old "no-no-war" 
without emotional scars; build Christ esteem in your adopted 
child; raise your child alone; experience spontaneous praise 
and worship with your toddler; select the school that is right 
for your child and holds fast to your values; discover excit-
ing tools to help your child model God's life and words; hear 
your child pray, expecting answers...and then see the mira-
cles! In addition to the humor, sensitivity and helpful informa-
tion found in these pages, your entire family will be blessed 
with these practical and godly guidelines for parenting.

Wednesday Nights Alive! 
 January 17th  –  February 7th

 
 Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in Chitwood Hall
 Classes start at 6:00 p.m.  
 Register online 
 at fumct.org/wednesday-nights

w i n t e r S p r i n g

W
e d n

e s d a y n i g h t s  a l i v e !

F i r s t  u n i t e d m e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h

•2018•

COLUMBARIUM
The Columbarium is a wall of niches designed to hold 
the cremated remains of loved ones.  For centuries, 
cemeteries were located in churchyards.  This is still a 
common practice for rural churches.  As time passed 
and especially in cities, churches could not accommo-
date the burial sites on their grounds due the urban 
development of adjacent property.  The columbarium 
allows the tradition to continue.  

The Columbarium and courtyard garden at First 
United Methodist Church is intended to be a holy 
place where people can pray and meditate.  The statue 
of Jesus Christ with his arms outstretched and the soft 
sound of the fountain provide a serene resting place 
for members who have made this church their home 
in life and now in death.   Life in God’s church, with its 
blessed kinship and comforting community is now 

and forever, a place 
of peace beyond 
all understanding.  
The Columbarium 
is in the courtyard 
between the main 
sanctuary and 
Chitwood Hall.  The 
entrance is from 8th 
Street.  

If you are interested 
in purchasing a right 
of inurnment and a 
niche for you or an-
other eligible person, 
please ask for an 

application packet in the church office.   Each niche is 
designed to hold the cremains of two people.   

Eligible persons include church members, spouses of 
church members, a member’s child who dies before 
his or her 19th birthday and ordained ministers who 
served the church and their spouses.  More informa-
tion is available in publications that you will receive 
with your application.  

The price of a niche 
is set annually by the 
Columbarium Com-
mittee and updated 
on May 1st of each 
year.  The current 
price is $3,250.  
 

GriefShare is a support group for people grieving 
the death of a family member, loved one or friend. 

Your bereavement experience may be recent or 
not so recent.  You will find encouragement, com-
fort and help in the grieving process.  No matter 
what the cause of your loved one’s death, this is 
an opportunity to be around people who under-

stand what you are feeling.  You will learn valuable 
information about facing your new normal in life 

and renewing your hope for the future.

GriefShare meets weekly and contains three 
parts: video seminar; support group and 

workbook activities. 

We will begin our next 13 week GriefShare ses-
sion on January 17, 2018.  We will meet every 
Wednesday from January 17th through April 

11th, from 4:00 p.m. until 5:30 p. m. in the Stabler 
Conference Room, in the church office.  If you are 
interested in attending this 13 week session or if 
you would like more information, please contact 

Jackie Greene at jackie@fumct.org 
or 205-345-7261 ext.104
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Our Stephen Ministers 
begin their 50 hours of 
training this month.  Please 
take time to pray for them: 
“O God…We ask that you 
be with our Stephen Min-
ister trainees as they read, 

Effective Parenting in 
a Defective World
Led by Lisa Hembree
Room 222

Raising children is a challenge in today's world. 
Peers and pop culture exert a never-ending pres-
sure on kids. Every day they are bombarded with 
the pressures and influences of drugs, sex and vio-
lence. Often, parents feel helpless when the corrupt 
principles of this defective world seem to contradict 
every godly principle they try to instill in their chil-
dren. But the good news is that God has a plan for 
effectively raising your children and you can learn it!

Bestselling author and pastor Kyle Idleman 
wants everyone to experience the grace of God. 
Through the powerful medium of story, Grace Is 
Greater leads readers past their hang-ups toward 
an understanding of grace that is bigger than our 
mistakes, our failures, our desire for revenge, and 
our seemingly impossible situations. No sin is so 
great, no bitterness so deep that God's grace can-
not transform the heart and rewrite the story.

Of Mess & Moxie
Led by Ali Lindsey
Room 213
COURSE MATERIAL: OF MESS & MOXIE 
BY JEN HATMAKER

In this highly anticipated new book, beloved au-
thor Jen Hatmaker parlays her own triumphs and 
tragedies into a sigh of relief for all normal, fierce 
women everywhere. Whether it’s the time she drove 
to the wrong city for a fourth-grade field trip (“Why 
are we in San Antonio?”) or the way she learned to 
forgive (God was super clear: Pray for this person 
every day, which was the meanest thing He ever said 
to me. I was furious.), she offers a reminder to those 
of us who sometimes hide in the car eating crackers 
that we do have the moxie to get back up and get 
back out. We can choose to live undaunted “in the 
moment” no matter what the moments hold, and 
lead vibrant, courageous, grace-filled lives.

Men’s Group - Shaken
Led by Mike Greene
Stabler Conference Room

Most of us have been on the receiving end of rejec-
tion, a broken dream or heartbreak. And while this 
is not an easy space to go through, when we are 
grounded in the truth, we can endure the tough times. 

 In this powerful series, Heisman Trophy winner Tim 
Tebow passionately shares glimpses of his journey 
staying grounded in the face of disappointment, criti-
cism and intense media scrutiny. Following an excep-
tional college football career with the Florida Gators 
and a promising playoff run with the Denver Broncos, 
Tebow was traded to the New York Jets. He was re-
leased after one season. 

In Shaken, Tebow talks about what he's learned along 
the way, building confidence in his identity in God, 
not the world. This moving series features practical 
wisdom from Scripture and insights gained from oth-
ers who have impacted Tebow in life-changing ways. 
Though traveling hard roads is not easy, it's always worth it!

Using Our Differences to Build a 
Stronger Marriage
Led by Laura Hastings 
Room 307

No more Mars and Venus. Turns out men and women 
are not from different planets, although many times 
gender is used to “explain” differences in needs or 
behaviors.  Want the facts behind the mystery? Learn 
about the differences in needs and behaviors that all 
individuals have. Married couples will explore their own 
behaviors and that of their spouse and determine strat-
egies to appreciate their strengths and find comfort in 
their quirks, and differences. 

This is a session for any couple who wants to turn 
simple everyday (frustrating?) interactions into joyful 
(comical?) exchanges. 

If you have ever asked yourself questions like: “Why 
does she have to plan everything we are going to do 
today?” Or “When I ask him what he wants for dinner, 
why doesn’t he answer immediately, is he listening?” 
Enroll in this Wednesday night session and in four 
weeks, your marriage will thank you for it. 

Some connections will be made to Love Languages, how-
ever it isn’t required that you have read that book.  There 
will also be connections made to children’s needs and be-
havior and how you can better relate to them, at any age.

Grace is Greater
Led by: Laurie Copeland
Room 212
COURSE MATERIAL: GRACE IS GREATER 
BY KYLE IDLEMAN

06

07

08

09

10

Card Care Team
Card care assignments will be ready 
for pick up Sunday, January 14, 2018. 
The cards and assignments will be on 
the reception desk in the front office.

JANUARY UMW Circle meetings
Wesleyan Circle Meeting 

at Capstone Village Monday, 
January 15th at 2 p.m.

Charlotte Shamblin Bible Study Circle
2nd Monday of each month 

at 10 am in the Lee Classroom 
through Jan. – May 2018.

Foster Children Christmas 
Present Adoption Program

Marcellious, 15, put golf shop gift card, golf shoes, 
golf shirt and golf passes on his list for Tree of Bears.    
“When I saw his card, I knew we could help.  My 

husband is in the golf 
business”, said Julia 
Fox.  Dell Anderson 
and Betty Hughes 
took care of the 
clothing and the gift 
card.  Julia and Gib 
Fox provided tokens 
for Old Colony golf 
course—and as a big 

surprise, a set of golf clubs.   “It is my hope that golf 
will open up as many doors for him as it has for me,” 
said Gib Fox. 
There were 142 more cards and 142 more wishes-
come-true.  You made this possible.  We may never 
know how these gifts impacted the lives of these 
children. But we do know this—you gave more than 
the tangible gift.  You gave the love of God to these 
children.  Thank you!

2017

Cry Room
Starting Sunday January 7th, Room 101 on the 
preschool hall will be open as cry room for par-
ents who would like to listen to the service but 
are not quite ready to drop off their child in the 
nursery. Currently we are able to listen to Tradi-
tions at 11 a.m. We are working on getting the 
Bridge service and hope to have it up and run-
ning in a few weeks. If you have any questions 
please contact melissa@fumct.org.

Church Office Closed
The church office and Church Activity Cen-
ter will be closed on Monday, 
January 1st for New Year's holiday. 
We will also close in observance of MLK Day 
on Monday, January 15, 2017.

learn and discuss new concepts and practice new 
skills.  Give them dedicated hearts and open 
minds. Bless the community they are forming so 
that they learn to care for, nurture and support 
one another in ministry.  Be with these servants 
now and throughout their ministry. In your name 
we pray. Amen”
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BIGSTUF 2018
Save the date! | June 22nd - 25th | Registration is open! Deposits are due January 15th. Register at fumct.org/
ministries/students.

FOOMACK WEDNESDAYS 
Middle and high school students will meet every Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Horton Café and Calla-
han Auditorium. We will resume on January 10th. 
 SOMACK SERVICE 
SOMACK will meet at 11 a.m. on Sundays in the Callahan Auditorium. This service is designed to help transition 
students to the youth program, FOOMACK. SOMACK will resume January 7th. 

Thank you, Mrs. Billie Ruth Moore
The Confirmation Class is privileged to receive a cross necklace, designed and handcrafted of 
wood from an olive tree in the Bethlehem area.  Billie Ruth bought these crosses on a trip to 
the Holy Land years ago.  She has given these to each confirmand over the years. This is such a 
lovely keepsake for the students.  Thank you, Mrs. Moore!

Student Ministry

College Ministry Seeks to Expand
On Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. on the second floor 
near the Fitness Center, you will find a room filled 
with college students, lounging on sofas, snacking on 
sweets and discussing Jesus!  

“It is all about belonging,” said Emily Barbee of Albe-
marle, N.C.  “It is hard for a college student to find a 
church.  No one really invites you; you just wander in 
and out.”  
Last spring, Josh Davis and Stephen Stroud started a 
class for college students.  They primarily targeted the 
FUMCT members who had come through the youth 
program here and now were in college.  However, this 
core group invited people in their majors, people they 
met at the Wesley Foundation and their roommates.   
The church sent email newsletters to over 7,000 UA 
students who identify as United Methodist.  

“I found out about it in April,” said junior biology major 
Bryant Vickers.  “I am a United Methodist from Enter-
prise and I was looking forward to finding a group.  We 
study together but the meals we have together are 
where we really get to know each other,” Vickers said.  
The class has been using the 53 Stories format and 
stressing how to apply the Bible teachings to their daily 
lives.  “They are forming who they want to be—ask-
ing how do I live for Christ in this crazy world?” said 
Stephen Stroud, Director of Student Ministries.  

“We have created a baby, now we have to help it 
grow,” said Josh Davis, Director of Missions. 

Your pledges for 2018 are enabling this growth. The 
student leadership sees the need to take on some 
service projects.  This work will require funding from 
the church.  They want to have a more permanent way 

Adam Lang, Called by God
Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles 
and kings and before the people of Israel.  Acts 9:15 

The Charge Conference approved the Adam Lang’s candidacy for ordained deacon in the 
United Methodist at its meeting in November, 2017.  Adam quoted the Acts scripture to 
describe his calling to ministry.  He said, “My general call is a desire to be an instrument of 
God: To be available for service to Him in any capacity He provides the wisdom, strength 
and guidance to me to serve; To desire, seek and do the will of God with my every action, 
word and thought; To set myself aside; trust completely in Christ and surrender to His will 
for His church and to His will for me.”   
 
Specifically Adam is called to be a teacher of the Scriptures.  If you have been in his Disciple I class or in his Spiritual Gifts class, you 
know he has a gift for teaching.  Adam is the president Jabsco Oil and teaches in the Grace Sunday school class.   
The process for ordained ministry is long and involved.  Adam will need our prayers and our support as he moves through the 
steps.  He has the support of his family, wife, Melissa and 11 year old daughter, Vivian.  Please join the Administrative Board in 
congratulating Adam and supporting him in this ordination process.

to reach out to students.  They want to follow up to those who 
visit in the services but don’t come to the class.  And of course, 
fellowship meals are at the top of the list for all hungry college 
students!  

“We need a contact on the campus—someone who will go to 
their activities, get to know them where they are on campus 
and invite them to join us.  Everyone needs something differ-
ent and we need a way to find out how we can help them, right 
where they are in life,” Stroud said.  
As you greet others in your worship service, please be on the 
look-out for college students.  We have a good thing going for 
them in room 213 at 10 a.m.  Your tithes and offerings and your 
warm reception will help us grow the fellowship.  

“We are just trying to figure out who we are and what we want 
to be.  It’s our first time by ourselves,” said Barbee.  

And so we shall all come together to that oneness in our 
faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God; we shall be-
come mature people, reaching to the very height of Christ’s 
full stature.  Ephesians 4: 13

Flower Calendar
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctu-
ary, please see the calendar at the entrance to the 
sanctuary that is across from the office or contact 
Nicole Burkhalter at extension 105.  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Wednesday, January 10th 

from 11 a.m.– 5 p.m. 
in the Church Activity Center. 

Register today at 
www.redcrossblood.org!

Flag Presentation

Col. Carlos Berry has presented to the church a 
flag which flew over his base, Camp As Sayliyah, 
Quatar.  Dr. Berry presented it in “grateful ap-
preciation of your overwhelming support.”  As 
you recall, we sent almost 100 boxes of toilet-
ries, black socks and snacks to his unit while he 

was deployed 2016-2017.  
Thank you for supporting 
the defenders of peace. 


